CM

Registered with the

Registrar of Newspapers

for India under R.N.l. 53640/91

WE CARE FOR MADRAS THAT IS CHENNAI

Reg. No. TN/CH(C)/374/09-11
Licence to post without prepayment
Licence No. WPP 506/09-11

Rs. 5 per copy

(Annual Subscription: Rs. 100/-)

WMADRAS

Vol. XX No. 7

MUSINGS

 Short ‘N’ Snappy

o Know your Tamizh rules
o Chennai’s Fire Temple

o The Rajaraja masterpiece

« Captaining the Rovers

July 16-31, 2010

"I'm not unpatriotic or against
changing street names, it's just that the
old Raj name gives my workplace a
majestic and distinguished feel about

it!"
Old name,
new name

Great!

We've just about dealt with the
‘Old No. — New No.’ situa-
tion, when another wave of
change appears.

This time, it’s street names —
specifically those sporting
the Raj touch.

You do see the reasoning.

Why have ‘them’, when we
have so many deserving ‘us’
around?

But isn’t it easier to find new
streets in a rapidly expanding
metro, or find other ways to
commemorate people?

Imagine the hassle in changing
addresses, informing a mil-
lion different essential
services...who'll get it wrong
anyway, despite repeated in-
timations.

And ‘correcting’ the nostalgia
portions in your brain —
there you are, all misty-eyed,
gazing at the specific corner
where you had your first
‘thiruttu dum’, just before
the descent of a furious par-
ent, when your memory
train screeches to a halt...

Oops... street name’s all wrong!

Sad.

But you know what?

Names don’t disappear that
easily.

Grand name-changing (and
very obviously populist) ges-
tures remain just that, as the
general populace goes about
cheerfully using old names.

History has a way of staying
with you, try as you might to
sanitise its pages.

Frankly, cleaning up streets is
far better than renaming
them.

And showing we’re strong
enough to reflect all of our
history — in all its shades.
That’s a sign of having
evolved.

Ranjitha Ashok

The first steps to saving

SONe built A letter to owners
of heritage buildings

heritage

(By The Editor)

he last few weeks have seen
the Heritage Committee
appointed by the Government
of Tamil Nadu take its first steps
towards the preservation of
what is left of the city’s heritage.
These steps are all welcome.
But what is of importance is a
sense of urgency in the func-
tioning of the Committee so
that valuable time is not lost in
report writing and discussions.
With the economy booming, so
is the real estate market and
that means more threat to the
city’s heritage buildings.
Madras Musings understands
that the Committee has met a
few times in the past weeks and
has divided its working among
sub-committees comprised of its
own members. As a first step,
the buildings identified by the

Justice E. Padmanabhan Com-

mittee that went into the mer-
its of outdoor advertising have
been taken up for protection. A
letter, it is learnt, has been sent
to the owners of these heritage
properties informing them that,
as per the recent orders of the
High Court of Madras, no
demolition/modification/alter-
ation work can be taken up in
these structures without the
permission of the Committee.
The letter has also informed the
owners of the grade of heritage
classification under which their
buildings fall, though no infor-
mation has been given as to
what such a classification
means and what will be the
rights and duties of the building
owners.

It is also understood that
sub-committees have been

(Continued on page 5)

From

The Under Secretary, CMDA

I am to inform you that the Honourable High Court of
Madras in its order dated 29/4/2010 in WP No 25306 of
2006 para no 28 (5) directed to issue cause notices to the
concerned especially private owners in respect of build-
ings/precincts listed in the report filed by the Committtee
headed by Justice E Padmanabhan so that there is no
threat of demolition or destruction or alteration to such
buildings thereby diminishing their heritage value, without
the permission of the Heritage Conservation Committee.

A copy of the High Court Order is enclosed for your
ready reference. Your building/premises is one of those

listed in the report.

(Editor: Details of buildings listed)

Hence notice is hereby issued to you in respect of your
building/premises stated above that it shall not be demol-
ished or destroyed or altered without the permission of
the Heritage Conservation Committee constituted by the
CMDA under the provision of development regulations
forming part of Second Master Plan approved under the
Tamil Nadu Town and Country Planning Act of 1971.

Sd

Editor’s Note: The E. Padmanabhan Committee report
listed about 500 buildings and precincts and, we understand,
most of the owners of the buildings listed have received this

notice about a month ago.

Madras Day... Week... Fortnight... Month?
Whatever it is,
join in

M adras Week, which
started off as Madras Day
seven years ago to celebrate the
founding of the city on August
22, 1639, now seems like be-
coming Madras Fortnight. This
year, Madras Week is being cel-
ebrated between the 15th and
the 22nd of August, but it looks
like the celebrations will carry
on till at least the 29th.

Growing from about 15
events in the first year, last
year’s celebrations featured
over 100 programmes, includ-
ing talks, quizzes, exhibitions
and performances, all centred
on the theme ‘Madras’. This
year, there are already around
50 programmes scheduled.

A few people interested in
the history of Madras that is

Chennai have been responsible
for encouraging this celebration
of the founding of the city by
schools, colleges, various
organisations, and groups of
like-minded individuals. Par-
ticipation is purely a voluntary
effort by those wanting to
organise programmes during the
Week. The role of the informal
group of coordinators is only to
encourage such participation,
try to organise publicity for the
events and, where possible, ar-
range venues. For any advisory
help, if needed, and for answers
to queries, if any, please contact

editor@madras musings.com or
mylapore times@vsnl.com or
write to Chennai Heritage, 5
Bhattad Tower, 30 Westcott
Road, Royapettah, Chennai —
600 014, or to Mylapore Times,
77 C.P. Ramaswamy Road,
Alwarpet, Chennai — 600 018.

This year too the city hotels
will be enthusiastic partici-
pants. To begin with, the Taj
Group of Hotels, The Park,
Green Park, the Welcomgroup
Park Sheraton Hotel and Tow-
ers, and the GRT Hotels and

Also see page 6

Resorts, Chennai and Maha-
balipuram, will be hosting vari-
ous programmes. More hotels
are expected to join. The coor-
dinators are hoping that they
will also host exhibitions and
organise food festivals. Schools
with heritage clubs are already
talking about hosting events
and competitions centring on
the city as their theme.

As has been the practice in
past years, Chennai Heritage,
the publishers of Madras
Musings, will be hosting eight
talks at various locations on
subjects related to the city. The
speakers are high-profile indi-
viduals who will share their
experiences of living in this
metropolis.

(Continued on page 7)
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Most secretly done

nd so the boy who plays

for our city has tied the
knot. And did it, as The Man
from Madras Musings notices,
with a secrecy that would do any
conservative Tam Brahm
proud. Not that Tam Brahms
are conservative any longer. To-
day, their weddings have be-
come big and fat, encompassing
such “essential elements” as
sangeet and mehndi ceremonies,
events that MMM thought were
celebrated only north of the
Vindhyas.

But to come back to
Chennai’s boy and his Super
Secret wedding, the electronic
media was understandably
miffed. After all, they strut
around imagining that they have
complete rights over anybody
and everybody’s life and cannot
imagine that such a wedding
could have taken place without
their knowing about it. And, so,
each channel, MMM noticed,
scaled greater heights in ridicu-
lousness. One kept flashing
photographs of the bridegroom
with the usual line of ‘Breaking
News’ below it. The same pho-
tos were reversed after an inter-
val to give you the illusion that
these were new. As for the
bride, most could get visuals not
bigger than an effigy on a post-

and we are treated to a survey of
gynaecologists and maternity
hospitals that may deliver the
bundle of joy. Some environ-
ment-friendly channel may even
attempt interviewing the stork.

Do it now

he Man from Madras

Musings lives in a house
that is large enough to give each
of his family members a certain
amount of privacy, but the tele-
vision, which is located at the
heart of the home, penetrates
through sound where others
cannot. And MMM, without an
option, has to listen to a daily
forecast of what the stars fore-
tell. The character who rejoices
in the role of astrologer is a che-
rubic individual, all ash and ver-
million, and is usually positive
in his outlook. But there are
days when, in MMM’s view, he
oversteps his.. er.. brief.

What MMM means is that
Monday morning is hardly the
right time to advise that a Sun-
sign was the best moment for
thinking of progeny. “Venus
and Jupiter are in the right posi-
tions,” he said, without batting
an eyelid. “If you are thinking
of having a baby, this is the right
time,” he added without a blush.

these was really carted away.
The mandate was to uproot and
cause chaos and that was that.
So the signboards and hoardings
remained where they had fallen,
hindering an already chaotic
traffic. The next morning, the
garbage collection agency had a
good time. For, are they not paid
by weight for the garbage col-
lected?

Millers’ Roads

It is for long that the Chief
and The Man from Madras
Musings have puzzled over who
this road could have been
named after and then they fi-
nally gave it up. But the Corpo-
ration, perhaps enthused by this
search, has embarked on a pro-
cess that, so MMM learns, is re-
ferred to technically as the mill-
ing of roads. This has given
most of our thoroughfares a cu-
riously grizzled look, as though
they had been shaved with a
blunt razor. This is a precursor
to relaying the macadam and, in
a departure from the past, it also
apparently prevents the con-
tinuously rising road levels
which, as you know, hold the se-
cret to your garden one day be-
coming a kind of sink for all the
neighbourhood stormwater. But

SHORT 'N’ SNAPPY

age stamp and then it could
have been anyone.

Another channel decided
that this may be the best and
most tactful moment to have a
retrospect on all the women that
our boy was linked to, all these
linkages, of course, being fanci-
ful speculations on the part of
the media itself. Photograph af-
ter photograph of these women
was displayed and MMM shud-
ders to think of what the bride’s
feelings would have been had
she decided to channel surf on
Wedding Day.

A third channel decided to
interview people on their reac-
tions and for this they chose
those who were as connected to
the celebrity bridegroom as
MMM possibly was. Most of the
respondents looked as though
they were happy to be on televi-
sion and one of them, a music
director who had clearly never
held a cricket bat in his life,
even speculated on whether
marriage would affect hero-of-
the-day’s game! And so it went
on. All it lacked was a Big Fight
programme starring some of our
politicians on whether the wed-
ding had their blessings.

The next day, having given
up the whole quest as a lost
cause, one channel decided to
speculate on where the honey-
moon might be. And so it goes
on. MMM is waiting for the day
when the union will be blessed

“Don’t postpone,” he contin-
ued, just in case some of his
flock were having ideas of going
off to work. MMM could imag-
ine hundreds of hopefuls calling
up their respective offices to ask
for permission for other and
more pressing duties. Well,
good luck is all that MMM has
to offer them in their
endeavours.

Torch and sword

Last week MMM was on one
of his walkabouts and what
should he see but a group of self-
appointed law-enforcers going
about a main thoroughfare tear-
ing down signboards in English.
They were, of course, well
within their rights, for these
shops had not yet implemented
the new order. The Police en-
sured that there was no unto-
ward incident, as the papers are
fond of saying. In any case, who-
ever the person was who had
selected these uprooting agents
had done a good job. Each man’s
strength was the strength of ten
men, judging by the ease with
which they plucked off sign-
boards and felled iron posts with
a simple wave of the hand.

But they could have at least
spared the road signs that said
‘No Left Turn’ etc. These were
also uprooted and taken away in
what can only be described as
manic zeal. Of course, none of

what puzzles MMM again is
that, after the milling, nothing
much has happened. The rains
came most unexpectedly and
deepened the ruts caused by the
milling. After the milling, when
will be the filling?

Police English

No matter how much the
powers-that-be try and in-
culcate a love for the local lan-
guage, The Man from Madras
Musings notices that it is
everyone’s aspiration to speak
the Queen’s, no matter that
such persons are labelled in our
rich local lingo as either Peter
or Mary, depending on gender.
A friend who unfortunately was
the victim of a burglary went to
lodge a complaint and was asked
to write out a First Information
Report. He, being familiar with
the lingua franca, wrote it out
effortlessly in Tamil and was
even complimented for his tal-
ents by the local police officer.
And then the man decided to
impress MMM’s friend with his
English. “I am sorry sar,” he
said. “You are having an
untime.”

MMM’s friend understood it to
mean that it was a bad period in
his life which was why the bur-
glary took place. As long as the
message got across, we have to

be thankful.
- MMM

Know your
Tamizh rules ...

I read a correspondent’s remarks on Tamizh news(?) reading,
citing examples of Gandhi versus Kanthi (MM, July 1st).

Whereas 1 fully agree with the correspondent that such bad
reading occurs even among those who claim to be champions of
the Tamizh language, I wish to clarify that such misadventures in
spoken and read Tamizh are mainly because of lack of understand-
ing of the rules that govern Tamizh. The worst scenario is that
99% of Tamizh channel TV jockeys read and speak Tamizh in the
most draconian manner, the worst being that none is able to say
zha, the unique letter to Tamizh, which is mostly and badly pro-
nounced either la or lha.

I have heard similar remarks from many who harp on this
rather silly point. Tamizh consonants are 18, classified into three
phonetics-based categories of six each: harsh sounding (val-inam),
soft sounding (mel-inam), and intermediate sounding (idai-inam).
Examples of val-inam consonants are: kk, c, it, ith, ip, ir, usually
written as ka, ca, ta, tha, pa, ra for ease of reading and speaking.

The rule is that whenever a val-inam consonant is followed by
amel-inam consonant, the following val-inam consonant automati-
cally takes on a soft sound. Example: we use words ka-k-kai and
kagam for common crow (Corvus indicus). In this example, end-
ings -kai and -gam follow ka. When preceded by ma (a mel-inam
consonant), the second ka (a val-inam consonant)in ka-ka-ma
automatically becomes ka-ga-ma and is read as kagam. In the word
ka-k-kai the ending is a vowel ai and, therefore, the second ka
remains ka, yielding ka-k-kai.

Thoroughly incorrect it is to say that ‘soft-sounding letters’ do
not exist in Tamizh; letters do not, but sounds do and rules gov-
erning their application, as much as rules govern the sound of the
ending —agne (e.g. champagne, French), which a non-French-
knowing person would read rhyming with acne, whereas the
correct diction is —ange.

1 vigorously support retention and use of English language in
Madras. We — the people of Madras — are an enriched lot with
extraordinary English language skills, starting from the 20th Cen-
tury master of English language Valangaiman Sankaranarayana
Srinivasa Sastriar. But just to defend the English language, I would
not criticise lack of different sounds in Tamizh. Undoubtedly, they
exist, but none knows how to use them and what rules govern
such usage. Pity that even those who claim to be Tamizh support-
ers do not know this rule, but readily criticise that English is killing
Tamizh, which to me is nothing but the peak of ignorance.

Tamizh as a language has survived several millennia and is
growing and has given birth to other southern Indian langauges.
Let us remember that every language is rich in its own merit and
has much to contribute to life and culture. The fanatical attitude
of both camps, Tamizh supporters and its critics, leads us nowhere.

Footnote: I read your remark on pandaram. In chaste Tamizh
pandaram means treasury. Unfortunately, this word is lost in con-
temporary Tamizh; but it exists in Malayalam: Raja’s (king’s)
pandaram (treasury). In some parts of modern Kerala, they pro-
nounce this word as bandaram replacing ‘p’ with a ‘b’. The Sinhala
name ‘Bandaranaike’ refers to the keeper of the treasury.

Dr. A. Raman
Charles Sturt University, Orange
New South Wales, Australia

...& some linguistic

Changed terms any compelling reason to enforce

‘A learning exercise’ (MM,
July 1Ist) reminded me of
what the Hindi ‘fanatics’ tried in
the 1950s. A Hindi scholar of re-
pute, Dr. Raghu Vira, concocted
a lot of complex terms for simple
English words like ‘ticket’, ‘plat-
form’, ‘train’, ‘number’, ‘car’,
‘cycle’, ‘bus’ etc. — terms which
even illiterate people all over the
country used and understood
with no difficulty or complex.

If my memory is right, the
learned scholar prepared a dic-
tionary giving the pure Hindi
equivalents of English words.
Some of them were quite hilari-
ous. For example, manhole was
nara-chidra; necktie was kantha
langoti; trunk call was peti pukar.

Sane people, luckily, were not
prepared to adopt such terms.
Even the State Governments in
the northern states did not find

these terms by law. So the exer-
cise ended in futility. Can we
learn a lesson from this?

K.R. Baliga

2 B, Parkland Apartments

7, Nathan Street, Harrington Road
Chennai 600 031

Getting it right

fter reading Thomas

Tharu’s letter (MM, July

Ist), I suggest that the Tamil

Nadu Government initiate ac-

tion to correctly transliterate the

State’s nomenclature as Thamizh

Naadu instead of the present in-
correct English ‘Tamil Nadu.’

S.R. Rajagopal

7/12, Peters Colony

Royapettai, Chennai 600 014

Invalid changes

I was pretty horrified to read
the other day that the Vice-
Chancellor of Madras Univer-
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Schwartz’s protégés

Schwartz’s protégé, Veda-
nayaga Sastriar (MM, June
16th), was also a pioneer in the
domestication of the knowledge
of modern science in Tamil. His
poetical masterpieces Bethlehem
Kuravanji (1800) and Gnana-
thatcha Natakam (1830), for the
first time in Tamil, presented a
Copernican world-view and veri-
fiable empirical facts in modern
sciences of anatomy, astronomy,
botany, geography, etc.

Sastriar’s VI and VII genera-
tion descendants, based in Ma-
dras, still render sath kalak-
shepams in classical mode and
proclaim the Christian Gospel.
However, it is not correct to
state that Sastriar was ordained
as a minister by Schwartz. (Ordi-
nation, in Christian terminology,
pertains only to that of Priests or
Ministers of the Sacraments.)

Schwartz’s other protégé,
King Serfoji, planned and estab-
lished the Saraswathi Mahal Li-
brary. Being a poet in his own
right, he also authored Devendra
Kuravanji which celebrated a
new cosmography minus Chris-
tian connotations — a very indig-
enous accomplishment. The el-
egant epitaph which Serfoji him-
self composed in English, as a
tribute to Schwartz (found in the
church at Tanjore), makes him
the first Indian ever (1798) to
write an English poem.

As I mentioned some time
ago in your columns (MM, Au-
gust 1, 2009), Schultze was prob-
ably the first European (1726) to
conceptualise an Indo-European
language family, sixty years ear-

lier than Sir William Jones, con-
sidered the pioneer of Indo-Eu-
ropean philology.

Following up Dr. Raman, in
another context (MM, June
16th), a brewery owned by a cer-
tain Samuel Honeywell did exist
in Madras. Though Honeywell
originally supplied beer to the
British troops in the Nilgiris from
the Nilgiris itself as early as
1857, when the Government im-
posed an excise duty he had to
abandon his Madras venture.

Rev. Philip K. Mulley

St.John’s Church
Mount Road, Coonoor 643 102

Changing times

amadhenu Talkies at Luz,

Mylapore, is now taking a
new look as a Kalyana Manda-
pam. Kamadhenu and Kapali
Talkies were two famous cinema
theatres and they are both part
of history of Madras that is
Chennai.

Kapali is where MKT’s Hari-
doss ran for three years continu-
ously, still a box-office record in
the annals of Tamil cinema. The
lowest price for a seat was 4
annas, equal to 25 Paise. It’s a
film evergreen in memory!

Kamadhenu, busily situated
in a very busy location, is where I
saw K.B. Sundarambal film
Awvaiyar. Kamadhenu was a big-
ger theatre, had better infra-
structure and was more sophisti-
cated. The audience was full of
the middle calss elite.

Sampurna Ramayanam by
APN, which had two intervals,
was screened at Kamadhenu on
its release.

ilpauk, Nungambakkam, Mylapore,

Royapettah and many other old areas of Ma-
dras had their streets, roads and public places
named after prominent British personalities,
whereas Theagaroyanagar, a new locality formed
after 1930 (and other new localities), had the
names of its streets, roads and localities named
after prominent local personalities, particularly
those who had contributed (by way of service) to
the development of the City. They were mostly
officials of the Provincial Government and the
Corporation of Madras.

Vyasa Rao Street was named after an elected
member of the City Corporation (1920 to 1926).
He was a scholar who wrote many standard books
on Indian politics, civics and personalities.

He was a popular citizen of Triplicane and 1
presume he must have been the Corporation
Councillor of that area. The present name of the
street, after cutting the appendix “Rao”, has be-
come Vyasar Street! What exactly did Sage
Vyasar do to rate a street name in Madras. Cer-
tainly, the younger generation, not knowing their
Madras history, will wonder about this.

Be that as it may, many scholars and artists
once lived in this street. M.E. Veerabahu Pillai
was the Chief Translator to the Government of
Madras and his house was on this street. He was
one of the earliest citizens to live in Theagaroya
Nagar.

The stories behind the names

Veerabahu Pillai, after retirement, published a
Tamil literary journal called Ottrumai. S.S. Vasan
canvassed advertising for this journal before he
started his own magazine. The Veerabahu Pillai
bungalow is now no more. In its place is a resi-
dential complex stretching from Vyasar Street to
Somasundaram Street. Chittoor Nagaiah lived
near this street. He was the founder-architect of
Vani Mahal.

Regarding Pondy Bazaar, Nalli Kuppuswami
Chettiar mentions in his book Theagaroyanagar —
Then and Now that one Chokkalinga Mudaliar of
Pondicherry had a small shopping complex with
ten small shops near the present Geetha Cafe lo-
cation and called it Pondi Bazaar. But now we
seem to have a different explanation for the name:
‘Soundarya Pandianar Angadi’ being stated to be
the source. But I can vouchsafe for the fact that
the ‘Pondi Bazaar’ shopping complex existed, 1
visited it during the early War years.

In the Royapettah-Mylapore area, the first
shopping complex was built on Royapettah High
Road (between what is now the Children’s Club
and the Sanskrit College). The owner was the fa-
mous film star Ranjan.

The Corporation should bring out a publica-
tion giving in detail the background to the street
and area names of Madras. I'm sure it will prove a
fascinating history.

V. Theertharappan

Kamadhenu also had its early
connection with the Reserve

Names will stay

If someone wants to give new
road names, there are many can-

Bank of India. Before moving to
the Fort Glacis opposite Port
Trust, the RBI had its office
where the Kamadhenu came up.
Perhaps that is why the theatre
was so named. Kamadhenu is
still a landmark in ever-busy Luz.

S. Venugopalan

7-A, Prashanthi Apartments
T.M. Maistry Street
Vannandurai, Chennai 600 041

Once again the name of the

game seems to be changing
street names! This is basically a
futile exercise since no one ever
uses the new names. We still go
to Mount Road to shop, not to
Anna Salai. Similarly, Chamier’s
Road still remains so for all prac-
tical purposes. Many might not
even know that Poonamallee
High Road is now EVR Periyar
Salai.

didates in Anna Nagar. 1st Av-
enue, 2nd Avenue and 3rd and
4th Avenues are all long and
broad roads. Not to mention the
maze of Main Roads that criss
cross these Avenues. But one
thing is certain. Even if it is done,
years from now, 2nd Avenue will
still be referred to as 2nd Av-

enue. .
Ravi Kumar

ravinaair@yahoo.co.in

practices

sity, fresh from the World Classi-
cal Tamil Conference in Coim-
batore, had ordered all teachers
attached to the University to
“change” their signatures to
Tamil! How can you “change”
your signature’

Even if we do use a certain
language as the base for our sig-
natures, a signature is actually
beyond languages. You could
sign in English, but your signa-
ture could still be an illegible
scrawl. But as long as it is consis-
tent, it is accepted as your signa-
ture. A person cannot be told
how he or she must sign. If you
are illiterate or handicapped, you
use your thumb print. I hope the
VC will realise this and will not
enforce his ‘diktat’.

This subject also brings to
mind a similar issue — the one of
number plates of vehicles rewrit-
ten by their owners. Many con-
sider it ‘patriotic’ to change the

‘TN’ in a Tamil Nadu registra-
tion plate to TAMILNADU.
Some even go further, by writing
it in Tamil. What they do not
understand is that this is not pa-
triotism, but sheer ignorance.
They should understand that the
‘TN’ does not stand for Tamil
Nadu, but only represents it. It
could have been represented by
‘XY’ or even ‘AB’. You do not
interfere with a given identifying
number. So it is wrong even to
write 0027 as 27. Supposing your
passport number is E123456 and
your name happens to be Elango,
you are not going to enter the
number as Elango123456, are
you? But then the authorities are
to blame too. They have not
taken any action against these
wrong-doers. In fact, even Gov-
ernment vehicles, buses for in-
stance, carry the number in
Tamil as well! This is very wrong.
I hope that someone will one
day see these mistakes and cor-
rect them. Ravi Kumar
ravinaair@yahoo.co‘in

t should be a matter of great pride to our State,

Tamil Nadu, that three of the six Nobel Laure-
ates whom India has produced are Tamilians. All
three of them were scientists who came from
fairly affluent families and had an excellent
education in prestigious universities.

We could have had one more Nobel Laureate
from Tamil Nadu in Srinivasa Ramanujan, but
Mathematics is not a science recognised for
award of the Nobel Prize.

As we all know, Ramanujan, unlike other
Nobel prize winners, was born in abject poverty.
His father was an assistant in a cloth shop in
Kumbakonam on a meagre salary. Ramanujan in-
variably had to have his night meal in the house
of one friend or another. He finished school, but
did not get through the F.A. course (Intermedi-
ate/P.U.C). His genius was remarkable in that
he by himself discovered many theorems and so-
lutions to difficult problems which had already
been known to the Western world. He lost a few
years of his remarkable life due to lack of access
to earlier discoveries. Poverty drove him to
Madras and he got a job as a clerk in the Madras
Port Trust, where the Chief Accountant, S.N.
Aiyar, who was himself proficient in Mathemat-
ics, found that Ramanujan was a genius in his
field and helped him in many ways till
Ramanujan left for England.

In Madras, he lived in a small room during
1912-1913 in Swummer House in Swami Pillai
Street which branches off as a small street from
Triplicane High Road. Summer House was a
chawl with only rooms for bachelors and with
common bathrooms. He made many discoveries
in the Theory of Numbers during his stay there

A road in memory of Ramanujan

and showed them to Professor Seshu Iyer, Profes-
sor of Mathematics, Presidency College. The
Professor found him to be a genius and, through
the help of his friends, got Ramanujan’s papers
sent to Prof. Hardy of Trinity College, Cambridge
University, England. Prof. Hardy realised that
Ramanujan was an unusual genius and got him to
Cambridge where Ramanujan worked from 1914-
1919. Since he was a strict vegetarian, it was
difficult for him to survive there and the climate
of England worked havoc on him. At the end of
World War I, he returned to India, totally broken
down in health and with advanced tuberculosis.
He died in Madras in 1920 within a year. He lived
only for 32 years.

A seminar to discuss his discoveries is being
organised in August this year in Hyderabad where
eminent mathematicians from all over the world
are going to congregate and discuss his works.
The Tamil Nadu Government is also setting up a
Ramanujan Museum at the Periyar Institute of
Science and Technology in Kotturpuram.

My request to the State Government as also to
the Mayor of Chennai is that since Summer House
where Ramanujan lived during his stay in Chennai
is in a branch street from Triplicane High Road,
the Triplicane High Road should be renamed
Srinivasa Ramanujan Road or, in Tamil, Kanidha
Medhai Ramanujan Salai; just as another main
road in Triplicane, Pycroft’s Road, has been
named after another prodigy, the great revolution-
ary poet Bharati who also lived in Triplicane
around the same time.

K.S. Krishnaswamy
kskrishnaswamy(@yahoo.com
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The Cityes Fire Temple

Chennaies 100-year-old Fire Temple.

he Centenary of the Jalbuild an Agiari. A Special Com-

Phiroj Clubwala Dar-e- mittee of six ... Hormusji Nowroji
Meher, on West Mada Street,Phiroj Muncherji Clubwala,
Royapuram, was celebrated oirdeshir Framji Bhamgara,
August 7th, the 100th anniver- Meherwanji Jamshedji Amalsad
sary of its consecration. The neRuttonji Meherjibhai Patel and
cessity to establish a place of woBehramji Ruttonji Karani ... wa
ship for the Zarthostis of Madrasformed for this purpose. The

was, however, discussed as eaynjuman also resolved to aug-

as 1887 when the members of thenent the Mobed Fund by credit-
Madras Parsi Zarthosti Anjumaning to it one-half of the monthly
(then known as Madras Parsisubscriptions collected from
Panchayat) launched what wasnembers.

known as the Mobed Fund and

collected monthly subscriptions

100 years old

Clubwala (and after him his legahyhen each assisted his predea
heir), a nominee of Phirojsor. Panthank Peshotan D3

Clubwala or of his legal heir, thegied in 1997 at the ripe old ag
President of the Madras Parspf g7. A

Zarthosti Anjuman (who shall
also be the Chairman), and two  Heerjibhai Maneckji Kharas
members of the Anjuman nomi- Framiji Edulji Rudibarna, Mobe
nated by the Anjuman. It was Ryttondaroo, Mobed Jamshe

* * *

Celebrating a thousand years

and enough money was availabléhe best in the world. So perfect Ardhanari, Harihara, Ganga- Mention must be made of the
for development purposes. Thas the rectangle that its length, dhara, Lingodbhava, Kinges interest in Tamilevaram
money so generated was avaiR40 metres, is exactly double Chandrasekhara and Tripu-songs for which he appointed 50
able in gold and cash (mintedthat of its width, 120 metres. The rantaka. Tevaransingers. Over four hun-
coins) that yielded an annual in-high central tower is exactly c) Surya and Chandra in the eastired accomplished young danc-
terest of 22 per cent. Merchantsdouble that of its base (as pre- flanking the entrance. ing girls were appointed to per-
and village assemblies could borscribed in architectual treatises).d) And pairs ofdvarapaldlank- form in the Great Temple. They
row from such sources as templeghe longmandapan front is in ing the openings aAyuda were provided residences and
on written agreement to pay thetwo parts and is proportionate to  purushas land which would give them an
interest and capital when re-the sanctum. The secondary |, the upper floor are a serie@hnual income. Such a large
quired. Failure to pay interestshrines in the enclosure areyf jimages with bows and arrow8umber of dancing girls ap-

o~

J

also agreed that the Dar-e-Faramji Aderbadan, Sora
Meher should be under theMerwaniji Mehta, Bhikkaji Botu
nominal ecclesiastical jurisdic-and Jamasiji arrived in Madras
tion of the High Priest of Poona.1795 and bought a plot of lan
On February 9, 1909, thein Royapuram opposite the Maq
foundation stone of the Agiari church and established the
Wwas laid by Hormusji Nowroji, home there. They were the fir

the President of the Anjuman. parsis to settle in Madras.
Nowroji, a civil engineer by pro-  Rystomji Camaji and Cowas
fession, designed the buildingyowroji, partners of the firm d
nd supervised its constructionHormasji Edulji Panday, oh
he building was ready by thetained 24 more grounds i
middle of 1910. Royapuram on lease for 99 ye
A marble tablet with the fol- from the Governor of Fort St
lowing inscription in Gujarati George in 1799. In 1814 they r

was fixed in the main hall of thenegotiated the lease.

Aglal’l on its consecration. In The fresh lease for all th
translation it reads: land was entered into in 181
between the United Company

for this from the members.

When Sir Dinshaw M. Petit of
Poona, responding to an appeal
by the Parsis of Madras, gener-

By A Special

ously donated Rs.3,600 in 1896,

the plans to build a Fire Temple  The whole collection process
in Madras received a solid pushwas taking too long a time for

Sorabji Framiji, the President ofphiroj Clubwala and, so, in 1907

the Anjuman, also contributed he offered to provide a building
Rs.1000. A plot of land, south-on West Mada Church Street,
west of the Anjuman Bagh, wasRoyapuram, for an Agiari, fully
purchased for this purpose bukquipped, on condition that the
was then found unsuitable ... anﬂnjuman collected a minimum

the community continued to feel of Rs.30,000 for its maintenance.

the absence of an. Aglarl WhenA new Committee, Comprising
Jal, the son of Phiroj MuncherjiHormusji Nowroji, Phiroj

Clubwala, died in February 1906Muncherji Clubwala, Behramji
the Clubwala family greatly re-Ruttonji Karani, Gustadiji N. Re-
gretted its inabilit_y_to perform porter, Ruttonji Meherjibhai

the necessary religious cerematel, Edulji Rustomji Bava
nies in Madras on account of notadam, and Sorab Dossabho
having a priest or a place of worGrant, was formed and it swiftl
ship. Whereupon Phiroj Club- achieved its target.

wala, to help the whole commu-  The Anjuman also agreed to
nity get over this sad situation,enter into a deed with Phiroj

donated Rs. 2,000 for the Ser'C|ubwa|a, Whereby the owner-
vices of a Mobed (priest) at Rsship of the Agiari would be
40 a month. Ervad Dosabhaivested in the Anjuman and the
Pavri was appointed the fII'St[emp|e would be named the J
Mobed. The communityss benephiroj Clubwala Dar-e-Meher.
factor also stated that effortsThe entire management of the

y

M

al

Merchants of England an

Messrs. Rustomji Camaj
CorreSpondent Cowasji Nowroji, Hormasj

Bomonji, Hormasji Edulj

Panday and «Others of Parsi R
JAL PHIROJ CLUBWALA  ligionZ.

DAR-E-MEHER

This building which houses the

Sacred Fire is built by Phiroj

Muncherji Clubwala in sacred

memory of his son Jal who died
at Madras on Roj Marespand,
Mah Amardad Y.Z. 1275. It has

been consecrated with all reli-
gious rites and ceremonies and
a Jashan on Roj Marespand
Mah Behman Y.Z. 1279 (7th

August 1910) and gifted to the

Parsi Zoroastrian Community

for the performance of all Reli- ]
gious Rites and Ceremonies. Anjuman.

In addition to the Dar-e- In 1893, Cawasji Edulj
eher premises, Phiroj ClubwalePanday became the first Parsi
also gifted the Anjuman a blockMadras to hold the office g

formed themselves into an Ass

Panchayat. Eleven membe
were present at its first meetin
A Committee of five membe

of the Panchayat. Edulj
Dinshaw Panday was elect
President and Sorabji Fra
Secretary. Ten years later, t

of six to draft rules for a

in the Agiari compound to serve Sheriff. He was also a member &

as the residence of the priests dhe first Trust Board (1886) o
the Agiari. the Madras Harbour.

In April 1910, Ervad Dosa- In 1900, the Madras Par

bhai Pavri, who had been MobedPanchayat was renamed the «Ma2

for four years, retired and Ervadiras Parsi Zarthosti Anjuman

gaged to take his place. On thgaised in the Anjuman Bagh i

should be made by the AnjumanDar-e-Meher was to be entrustedcOnsecration of the Agiari, memory of leaders of the cor

to collect the necessary funds tqo five Trustees, namely Phiroj
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Mobed Gai became the firstmunity, namely Fardoonj
Panthank of the Dar-e-Meher. Nusserwanji

March 1913. Among the other Phiroj Mancherji Clubwala
Panthanks who had served theamong others. Phiroj Clubwa
Agiari, mention must be made ofbuilt the Jal Phiroj Block in
Ervad Rustomji Pestonji Daji, hismemory of his son Jal.

son Tehmurasp, who succeeded When Phiroj Clubwala dieg
him, and Mobed Tehmuraspesn 1926, the Anjuman converte
son Peshotan who in turn suc-an old British residence nearb
ceeded his father. Mobedwhich it was using as a soc
Rustomiji served the Agiari for 25club, into the Phiroj Clubwala
years, Mobed Tehmurasp for 5%1all, which was recently
years, and Mobed Peshotan fomodernised and which hoste
nearly 60 years, the periods othe centenary celebrations of t

In 1876, the Parsis of MadrasV

ciation, known as the Parsi

was elected to manage the affgirg'

Panchayat elected a committe &

Hormasji Adarji Gai was en- Over the years, buildings we d

Mazgamwala
He continued to serve it till Framji Pestonji Bhamgara, and’

regularly was severely fined.  equally proportionate to the that represent Satarudas, the?0inted in a temple is unique.
The building of the Great main unit of measurement. Ithasemanations of the Sunes rays. Over 250 musicians accom-
Temple was the result of such allnow been established that therhe gvarapalasre a class by Pained the dancers in their per-
round prosperity and wasbasic unit of measurement fofnemselves, being made of onéormance, many of them from his
stone, rising to more than 12army band. Aretinue that served
feet. The ones that guard thein the temple included guards,
main entrance of the sanctumaccountants, treasurers, jewel-
are particularly beautiful works!€rs, architects, astronomers,
of art. singers of Tamil and Sanskrit
In the upper floor of the sanc-SONgs, etc. The administrative
tum tower there is a sanctum im-S€t-up he provided for the temple
mediately over the main sanc-Was unprecedented. He caused

tum and of the same size. Thd0 be written on the walls the
upper sanctum is now emptynames of all those who made gifts
trepresenting the concept oft© the temple. There were also
akasaor space, where Siva is saifl/@ma troupes, including Chak-
to have danced. The wall encaskiyar, a group of artisans who
ing the upper sanctum featured'0W live only in Kerala. The
the 108 dance poses, called@me of the chief architect who
aNritta Karanas mentioned in Puilt this monumental temple is
BharataesNatya Sastrawith recorded as Rajaraja Perun-
Sfour sides of the sanctum profaccan, which is a honorific
E}ded with openings and itsrather than a name, so the mys-

b

in
d

] L
? hola Emperor Rajaraja, who

st \=sruled between 985 and 1015
C.E., built the Great Temple of
jiTanjore. Rajaraja was the second
¢ son of King Sundara Chola and

_Queen Vanavanmadevi.
As a child he was given the

n X ;
r;L;amll name Arulmozhi Varman

The 1000-year-old Big Temple in Tanjore.
a .
graceful speaker). On his

The Rajaraja
7 Mmasterpiece

Karikala Chola and on his Vedas and higher philosophiesRajarajass crowning achievethe whole temple was the heigh
motherss side from the Malay-the Brahmins specialised in thement. True to its manifestation, of the Lingain the central sanc-
Sman Thirumudik Kari family of field of law by reading varioust was calledakshinameru. the tum.

4Thirukoyi|ur, known as one of Dharma Sastras. So, Rajaraja eSouthern meru. The Great The lofty tower rising to a
)fthe patrons of the Sangam aget_ablis,hed many Brahmin colo-Temple is a visual representatiorheight of 60m as an elegant pyr:
-jRajaraja-s mother was known foRies, callecCaturvedi mangalamof Cosmic power on earth thatmid is topped by &hikharaNei-
-I'her beauty and praised as a «enwhich were administered bywill remain, according to the pi- ther the shikaraon the top nor
| der deer that gave birth to a ti- €lected members of the Sabheous wish of the builder, as long athe flat slab that supports it wa
ger, Rajaraja.Z Rajaraja had amhe second act of Rajaraja wathe Sun and Moon last. made of a single stone weighin
elder brother Aditya Karikala, © establish by the side of Brah- Every aspect of this templeseveral tons (as has been wrong
ho was a fearsome warrior, wh&in colonies commercial settle-like architecture, sculptures, propagated). They are made o
several stones. Nor is the clai

e

ight exactly double its width attery of who the master builder
e base, the lofty tower fulfils allWas remains.
equirements of thMerutype of ~ This royal temple had a few
that its shade does not fall on the:€MPIe architecture. The danceStructures apldeﬁkdu}rlln%\ subse-
ground correct. It does fall on theSCUlPtUres strictly follow Bha'qﬁe-m cerétulr]lesh| ethe n&man
ground and can be verified b};ata-g\latya Sastrarticulations. E rtme,' Uh ra mar(ljyfs(lss rlnhe,
any sculptor. The upper storeys of the tower,¥ataraja shrine an anesha

i i ick, shrine. The Amman shrine was
adevi committecati merchant guilds, who were called The sculptures in the nichesg;%twv‘f[ﬁ;tt;ﬁgt grr]'(;:lg g)r/cr?i;g;clffzs built by a Pandya in 1400 CE, the
Arulmozhi Varman ascendedNagaratharThis system devel- o ~around the sanctum are RudrainW re masters of building severapubrahmanya temple by a Nayak
he Chola throne, crowned as SrPPed trade and commerce rapbronzes, paintings, the philosothe south, Pradosha Tandava in te c ?jsbe 'Sldo' u ﬂ? seve n the 16th Century, and the
“Rajaraja Chola. He also had thddly- phy behind the layout, the wor-the west, and Goddess Mano® Or®Ye¢ BUIdings a thousan Nataraja and Ganesha shrines by
J\Chola royal title Ko Raja Kesaris, Rajaraja paid great attentionship, festivals, administrationmani in the north. This is a Y685 290 = .

"All his orders were issued undef© agriculture. He established agetc. was the result of great foreunique distribution. On the n the walls of the mal

e

conquered the Pandya. But heMents for the merchants called

‘was killed treacherously aroundVagaraaner Puramnamed after
70 CE. Sundara Chola died of &is titles as Kshatriyasikhamani-
roken heart in Kanchipuram in Puram, Rajarajapuram and so on.

his golden palace, and VanavanJt hese were administered by the

by
Dr. R. NAGASWAM

r

n @ Mahratta ruler in 1800. Thus,

temple andgopuras there are it is a totally royal temple. Every
several inscriptions giving de-Structure in the temple is dated
atailed information about Raja- v_\nth the help of factual inscrip-
rajass contribution to worship, lons.

festivals, the number of bronze An unsurpassed glorious

the name Ko Raja Kesari alias Sfiicultural settlements called thought. Scientists who haveouter wall of the sanctum four
Rajaraja Devar. The nameNaII.ur.s.to increase production. made accurately measured dravseries of sculptures are found.
Rajaraja also stands for Kuberde initiated accurate _Iand sur-1ngs of its plan and eIe_vatlon,a) Representing _the Panch

e God of Wealth. During the Veys of all the territories u_nderWIth the help of a theodolite, are  Brahmans of Siva: Tatpur-
']tﬂirty years of his reign, he firsthis control and had maintainedwonderstruck at the accurate usha, Aghora, Sadyojata,

: _ : : images he gifted, etc. The exieémple is indeed the Great
stablished his power by condetailed records of each and evproportions of the measurements Vamadeva, and Isanf}.Ons traordinary jewels are made ofemple of Tanjore. (Courtesy:

gold and precious gems called @mil Chamber of Commerce
nava rathnam (TCC) Digesx

N

f

quering the territories adjoining €Y village, its landholdings, andemployed and say the measuring) Various manifesta
fhis borders, like the Pandyathe details of its taxable landssystem of the Cholas and their = Siva, which include figures
| Kingdom, the Cheras, the west.and land exempted from tax col-mathematical calculations were like Bhikshatana, Nataraja,

orn Gangas and easterrection. The villages were e
: FIRST STEPS TO SAVING SOME BUILT HERITAGE

Chalukyas. He also subjugate@mpted from paying taxes g
(Continued from page 1)

the northern part of Sri Lanka. SOUrces of irrigation, like tank
He strengthened his army so sy@nd irrigation canals, and we
tematically and thoroughly that 9iven incentives for five yea
. Rajendra, his son, could victori-When lands were cultivate
ously march to the GangeticneW|¥- Taxes were exempted

blains in the north (Bengal) and the first two or three years ar

these buildings were filed in thebuildings in the State are pro-buildings in the metropolitan

. — Madras High Court and it was intected under law. Secondly, thearea ... including private build-

0a53|gned responsibilities of studyagponse to this that the HonebleCommittee has to specify whaings, which are at present at the
Ing the architectural and heri- j,qges instructed the Governkind of support the buildings sogreatest risk. Most owners of

cage importance dharat INSur- ment to form a Heritage Com- protected can expect. The mostheritage houses, having woken
ance Buildingnd the Gokhale jitee pending which no heri- important of such support is fi-up to the possibility of an Act

IHall. The sub-committees con- ; ; ; ; ; ;
- - : L : : tage structures in the city couldnancial assistance, if any, to béooming large, have already be-
There were three important full Cultivation was attained. His cerned,Madras Musingsarns, begdemolished. / made available for repa)i/rs andyun firr%ing%p plans for devglop-

areas in which Rajaraja Choldand survey and administrationpaye visited the buildings con- This, however, is only the be-maintenance. Thirdly, it has to ment of their properties. In case

i were the best so far known an o ; . . :
) strengthened the internal pros;lhe was known as Ulakalant Sé?med and the members havejinning. There is long way aheadnsure that the Transfer of De-an Act is going to take time, the
jy perity of his territories ... educ ither submitted or are in the hefore the Committee can takevelopment Rights, which are atCommittee can at least set about

i Cholan. it i indic e S : . .
ytion, trade and commere, and ag* process of submitting their indi-gatisfaction in its work. Firstly, best vaguely spelt out in the Maseducating these people about the

ki Rajaraja divided all his ad-; i i S 72 X . o<
ajiculture. By and large, educa_ministjrati\J/e units into well-de vidual viewpoints. Based Ongyen while it focusses on specifiter Plan for Chennai, are speltvalue of their properties in terms
ion was imparted through a he- these, a decision will be taken orhjijgings, it must not lose sightout with clarity. of heritage and offer them advice

t
]
S i ; . :
whether to preserve the build-f the fact that its overall objec- What will perhaps be the on what can be done as alterna-

n

s
[ e
k S
n d
i

reach overseas countries like th@nly half the taxes were to 4

oSti Vijaya Kingdom later. paid for the next few years un

nough evidence to point to theheaded by able, well-empow
- “will be remembered that appealssiaie passes a Heritage Act. Thitisting and bringing into the pect such imaginative exercises
times. Besides the studies of thion generated all-round wealt P 9 g gmng b g

service including those periodsAgiari.

reditary system and there idined and regulated departmen
ere : : : . . . .
% fhgs, either in part or in full. It tive must be to ensure that themost important task ahead is thetive to development. Can we ex-

eights it reached in Rajaraja-$c@nkanis. Such an administr
ragainst the demolition of both yjj| ensure that all heritage ambit of protection ALL heritage from the Committee?



