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The mu!n -storey World University Service Centre bur[dmg on Spur Tank
* Road, looking rather better-in the photographer’s eye than in real life. The rather
ill-kept cafe!ena is entered through the opert door of the building seen on its left.

University Centre

(Photograph: SUSHEELA NAIR)

- concern

(By A Staff Rzporter)

he multi-storey World Universily -
Service Centre on Spur Tank Road
in Egmore, home 1o many students

from out of town and abroad, is causing
concen to several persons concerned

with student welfare. A memorandum
has, consequently, been submitted by
these persons o the Vice-Chancellor of
~ the Madras University to appoint an
Enquiry Commitiee 1o go info the
functioning of the WUSC, which is at
present run by an Executive Commiltee.

Whatever the background to this

dissatisfaction and the present demand,

there is no getting away from the fact -

that there are many areas in which the
Centre is found wanting. A visit lo it
- would convince any visitor that ils
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rooms areill -maintained, its toilets are
filthy, its auditorium, conference hall
and . library are all in need of much

grealer care and that its caleteria is

nowhere near what it should be. In fact,
those responsible for the running of the
Centre should be most asharried of the
state in which it is; really, they should
be shouting the loudest to get the help
needed to improve things.

But then, it is not surprising that
they are not doing so. After all, from

the:leadership down, few in Madras,

or Tamil Nadu for thal matter, are

~concerned with delacement and de-
filement of public, property or with
matters hygienic. Will that ever change?

Standard Motors opens to

"—'And"" the next....

Free issue

fo otwear

(By A Special Correspondent)

Prec footwear for schoolchildren is

likely to be the Tamil Nadu Gover-
nment's next dogooding activity. This
was announced recently in Dindigul by
Rural
Mohammed.

The Minister said that the slale.
government would distribule Rs. 5.15
crores worth of footwear to students in
classes up to Standard 8.

~ The Noon-Meal Scheme, despite all
the controversy it generated, was
understandable. It may have been a
populist measure, but it has got more
children going to school.

The Foorwear Scheme could hardly
qualify for approval onthe same

grounds. Can it, then, be approved on -

any other grounds than the fact that it
gives the have-nots something they
don't have? With footwear, how much

betler: off will these children be? Is.

health, even foot- health hkely to be
improved? E

- Whatever the answers !o such
queshons it is to be hoped that in the
enthusiasm to give away something lo
the poorer sections of society, these:
children-are not burdened with shoes.

For children who've all their lives run -
free while unshod, slippers will be bad”

enough. Shoes will be sheer cons-

- Iriction; pedicurisls might even see in

them harm to the feel.

Industries Minister Asif

PER ARDUA,

“news of fuel price rise

" (By A Staff Reporter)
‘ Slandard Motors will-open its: doors
~™on January 24th after nearly three

. years.of closure —-and has o plan for
| the future against the background of
" news announced just a few weeks
“earlier that -petrol prices had been
. increased thie highest in the country in .~
- Tamil-Nadu and djmel pnces he second

_highest. -
& - Wih the aulomoblle mdustry'
‘ "j-aiready in a slump, what these new

|- prices are going o do for Standard-
1.+ Molors’ plans is a. matler for intense

- speculalion” ‘in - mduslnal cnrcles
“However, the plans for a slow start, of
six Lxght Cornmercnai Veh:clesa day

in the firsl year, are unlikely to be

affecled much. The question will be’

what will happen in the second year

* when 6000 vehicles are largeted-{o be
- produced.. Will the State keep its”
promise of buymg 1000 vehicles a-

year?

Rs. 6.03 crore, while the Tamil Nadu

“ Government has prom:sed to .loan”

" Rs.-3.02 crore- lo help make’ the':",
Rb 3. 5crore 3olden handshake easier "

Meanwhile, as the [ac!ory gels-
cleaned up and gears itself for
" produclion, - a clearer plclure has
“"emerged of the hnancml inputs from
. which the company is hkely lo beriefil.
- Chairman A.C. Muthia is lo pump in -

as the fim begins culting down ils.
3000-strong work force over the next -

couple of years. The instilutions, it is
reporied, plan fo pul in Rs. 15.69
crores and the banks Rs. 5.54 crores

(o rehabilitate the company. Term loans

from new banks are expected to bridge
the deficit in the Rs. 34.26 crore

~ rehabilitation package thal has been-

drawn up.

There are about

"However,-

‘ 50.000'
- Standard-20 LCVs plying in the South
today and sticking with. the model is -
tostick With one of the most successful. .

‘Slandard models.’ S
| company plans lo mvesl Rs 5cmre in 1

the. - |

AD ASIRA. eoel
' ﬁenmrberorgredmgcanis The |-
. Editor; Madras Musings received was not |
only a wekome surprise, but it appeared | -
an indicator thal this fortnightly has |-
saea!udu&mmm@eamrgme o
millions in’ the City. The Editor’s only | -
hope is that all that goodwill will get
translated into advertising in 1992 to |
keep this "free mailer 'afloal. For the life |:.
hofhunhestfﬂhamtbeenabletoﬁgme- i
ou!why.:ﬁt:swablemolherpamof‘
the world, it can't be.made soina |\
| reasonably fonva:d—lookmg andpms N R
perous cily like ours.. -~
Bu!togelbackloksmary‘
sub;eds Thank you all for wursood{ st
with- this: reproduction. of the most. |.'.
‘moving card he received. Below what | -
seemed like 2 sa'aper-boa:d dramng:
methe words: . - B
hnkserlsamyuslldcelmlebow,'s q Eey
Thelaush they cry, théy grow up..
reach oul o louch the star..
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Dustagiri vSahfb 's' Durgah, Madras.

Whose durgah?

jeutenant General SK Pillai, PVSM,

Director General Infaniry, General Staff
Branch Amy Headquarters, DHQ PO, New
Delhi-110 001 writes:

This is a photocopy of a‘durgah (seen
in picture above) in Madras about which
very little is known. One of the legends is
that Dustagiri Sahib was an Englishman
converted to Islam. Could you ferret out the
history of this monument and confirm if the
‘English-connection’ has validity?

There's bound to be someone who is
keen on this sort of thing and who could
help.

EDITOR'S NOTE: No one a
Madras Musings has seen, leave alone heard

of, this durgah. But is there a reader (or
readers) who could help?.

Plea for help

Inefer to Madras Musings" wrile-up about
the Madras Literary Society in your issue
December 15-31. Though there is cause for
deep concem, it may be unfair to say that
the Madras Literary Sodety “has none to
care for it".

Vigorous efforts are bring made to save
the collection — it is a gigantic task, needing
time, money, effort and, above all, technical
help to repair the books. The “gloomy™

MADRAS

SMALLS _

ASVAMETHA presents Tom Coles
adaptation of Nikolai Gogols “DEAD
SOULS™. Feb 2 — 4th-Museum Theatre.
feb 7th-Music Academy.

Tickets: Rs. 75, 40/, 20/, from
Jan 20th at Side Effects, Mrs. Belgamvallas,
Nungambakkam High Road: Maharajas,
Beasant Nagar; Witco, Anna Nagar.

MUSINGS =

atmosphere may better be . described as
“austere”, which & what it should be in a
library of serious readers.

May | use your columns for help of
every kind from book lovers to complete the
job which has been commenced?

U Ramesh Rao
Hon. General ‘Secretary
Madras Literary Society
College Road-600 006.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Madras Musings.
did point out that a modest effort is
underway in the direction mentioned by
Mr Rao. But Madras Musings” point is that
a continued effort will be needed if the
current good work is to be pmserved And
that is an even more “‘gigantic task™. It is
to look at that tomomow that Madras
Musings sees none inlerested; temporary
measures, without a long-term plan, Madras
Musings sees as a waste of effort.

The Old & The New

Ipariicuiarly enjoy your ‘Old & New’

comer and the items by Randor Guy.

I sincerely hope to learn about ‘Madras of
Yesteryear' from your Madras Musings.

S Renuka

Madras-600 040.

Useful stewpot
Itfs nice to have a magazine every fortnight

which tells us about the city we live in.
How long will you continue your free issues?

‘In the Stewpot’ & very useful for

cookery beginners. Do continue with il.
Priya Mohan Ram
70 Sundar Nagar-600 097.

K. Gopalakrishnan
is on vacation.

IF YOU HAVE

THE TIME TO

SEARCH, CHASE & WAIT -

DON'T READ FURTHER!

¢ No job too small for us.

thro’ Saturday.

ELECTRICIANS - PLUMBERS — CARPE;TERS

- MOTOR, PUMP WATER HEATER BORE
: ° - WELL MECHANICS

| for
HOME REPAIRS & BREAKDOWN SERVICES

o No contract or membership charges.

o All technicians full time employees.
e Oncall, 8 amto 5 pm, Monday

o NOTE DOWN OUR PHONE NUMBERS
YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU'LL NEED US!

EJJI DOMESTIC SERVICES

21, BESANT ROAD, ROYAPETTAH,
MADRAS 600 014.

- AFYOUR/SERVICE SINCE 1971 -

'Pprty tonnes of dried grapes,
- lying in Madras Harbour from
" December 1990, will have to be
“shipped back to Turkey by the
State Trading Corporation, and

the money received by it for
them returned to the Thirumala
Thirupathi Devasthanam,
according o a recent Madras
High Court order. The STC will
also have to answer the Port
Trust's claims for demurrage as

‘well as the proceedings instituted

by Customs.

The raisins not only were not
the ‘Standard nine natural
sultana’ ordered by the TID,
through the STC, the canalising
agent, on the basxs of samples,
but they were aiso found %o be
unfit for human consumption by
the Central Food and Techno-
logical Research Institute,
Mysore.

The STC claimed that the res-
ponsibility for the goods was the
TTD'’s because it kad endorsed
the bill of lading. The Court
viewed matters otherwise; the
STC was responsible for the
goods matching the specifi-
cations and if they were rejected
on the grounds of being faulty,
the responsibility for the goods
was the S1C's.

The Court's ruling is a land-
mark one and canalising agents
will now have to be more vrary,
it would appear to the Man from
Mac" ~< Musings.

What's with Kamal ?

’i‘he Amritraj brothers, perhaps

the most glamorcus, high
profile Indian successes abroad,
are, it is reported, teaming with
a businessman, Rajan Lal, and
film star Kamal Hasan to set up
a new Rs. 25 crore company
whose aim will be to provide
home entertainment to South
Asian ethnic audiences in the
West. With the Amritrajs’
experience in the entertainment
business abroad, Lal's self-
acclaimed business acumen and
Kamal's talent — besides a two
million-plus potential audience
starved of entertainment from
‘home’ — here's a venture whose
cash registers should ring sweet.

Almost simultaneously, it's
been reported that Kamal, an
avid reader with a preference for
history, is working on a film
with a historical background.
The Man from Madras Musings
has heard it reliably said that the
star’s so well read on this histeric
figure, he's even got the his-

torians stretching out to keep §

pace.
What then’s he doing with a

film like Guna? The Man from
Madras Musings missed the first
few minutes of it, so he lost out
on finding out who did what.
But it was obvious throughout
the three hours thereafter that
this was Kamal Hasan's film all
the way, no one else's; a vehicle
to display that acting range he's
displayed so many times in play-
ing the disabled, the disaffected
and the disillusioned. What he
turns in, in such cases, is a four
de force of acting — even if it is
now beginning to have a bit of
a sameness.

But must such splendld talent
be wasted on drama made melo-
drama and stretched to three
hours-plus with interminablc
songs (that blasted the audience's
ears, thanks to the theatre's

concept of sound and music),

dances and fights and more

fights, which only serve to show

the star's versatility? That's what

_audiences want, did someone

PB{CENEXT

-~ News item

say? The Man from Madras‘
Musings agrees that such

- classical fare like Marupakkam
need NOT be the alternative. But
Douglas Fairbanks, Errol Flynn,
Tyrone Power and company used
to fill Asian theatres with
‘vernacular only’ audiences, and
their films generally ranged only
from 10D minutes to about 125
minutes. and had no song and
dance and less noisy fights.

So, why, in talent's name,

must films like Guna be stretched
out? Surely Kamal is big and
bright enough in the film
firmament to set new standards
for audlences?

- Judge as author

When Justice S Mohan,
’ former Chief Justice of
. Tamil Nadu and later Karnataka,

was recently felicitated in the
City on his elevation to the
Supreme Court, a formper student -
of his, state Law Minister
K A Krishnaswamy, referred to
the heights reached by this son
of a poor agriculturist who
had once tilled the soil of
Kongunadu.

Others paid tribute to the
judge as author. Both his poetry
and prose have been published
and he's written in English and
Tamil equally felicitously. His
Tamil titles listed were Neethiyin
Therottum, Unmai Uranguthu
and Sindanai Malargal; in
English he's written Justice
Triumphs, Wild Blossoms,
Genesis and Random Reflections.
His ways with words are reflect-
ed in his oratory, they all agreed.

Still others referred to his
prowess in sport. He still enjoys
his tennis every morning, it was
revealed. Obviously His Honour
believes in a sound mind also
enjoying a sound body.

Passionate protest

bat’s what The Hindustan
Times labelled this story that

Madras Musings publishes, WITH-
OUT COMMENT, this delightful cartoon
which appeared in the Sunday Times of

Colombo, on December 29, 1991, as
comment on Pmsrdent Premadasa’s New
Year Message.

found little or no space in OUR
"national dailies.

Apparently Dmﬁda Kazha-

~gam volunteer Isai Anban was
one of those waving black flags

in protest at the airport when
President Venkataraiaan arrived

foramttothecxtyafewweeks _

ago. Across the way from him,
also waving a black flag as
vigorously, was, apparently, a

dusky beauty, Senthil Kumari. As
the flags fluttered, love

blossomed. And as they huddled

next to each other in the police
van carting them away for being.
a nuisance, the two protesters
pledged their troth and requested
they be taken straight to the
Muthu Kalyana Mandapam. The
DK chief Veeramani there joined
the couple in rational matrimony
and the police bore witness to the
proceedings.

Pity the President was not
invited to bless the couple in holy
wedlock as well. It would have
been most appropriate, seeing
what he started by his mere
arrival in Madras.

The pacific look

A:lothet story by way of Delhi
ecently drew attention to

two stormy petrels in Parliament

" who've become upholders of

pacifism. One of them is from
Madras, the other preached his
new philosophy to some MPs
from Tamil Nadu.

Jayanthi Natarajan has been
appointed a Congress whip and
when she recently went to the
well of the House to persuade an
irate colleague fo return to his
seat, she was reported in the
Press as having ‘‘rushed to the
well of the House to protest'’.
That's my rotten reputation,
Natarajan is said to have com-
mented on seing the report.

S S Ahluwalia was another
Congress MP who used to make
his presence felt in the well of the
House. But now he's also another
Congress whip, and was recently
seen persuading colleagues from

Tamil Nadu to break the"

exchanges they werr. having with
DMK members in the well of the
House and return to their seats.

Commented The Hindustan
Times: ‘*We are reminded of the

school teacher.... who would
_pick the most mischievous boy in

the class and make him
monitor!"

Hospital cleaning

Afew months ago, Royapettah
Hospital underwent a facelift
for a short while, mainly
through the help of some *‘do-it-
yourself“ Australian ‘‘do-
gooders’’ working with
missionary zeal. What's left of all
that effort is a little green corner
for children to play in. The rest

"is back to where it was..

Now it’s the turn of General
Hospital. The Indian Bank is
going to light it up — at a cost of

Rs.12 lakhs — and several other -

private ‘sector and voluntary

organisations are planning to .

respond to government's call to
do their bit, not only for this
hospital but for others in the state
as well.

If the response matenahses in

~ equal measure to the promises,
there's going to be a lot of |
brighter hospitals around. But -
who's then going to ensure that .| |
theyKEEPONlookmgspickand 1.
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he Kaveri issue contmues lo cause
havoc between Kamataka and
Tamil Nadu. There have been state
sponsored bandhs in both the states:
Kamataka has seen much unprecedent-
ed violence unleashed on the Tamils
living there. Tamils in large numbers

have fled from Kamataka. And,, al-

though it has not been quantified yet,
the atmosphere of violence and uncer-

tainty has laken is toll of business too.

There is a lot of movement of goods
and services between both states. At

least 1000 trucks cross the borders both -

ways every day. This has come down
to about 100 trucks a day. And [hes2
carry only essential commodities. It has
become such an adventurous propo-
sition to carry industrial goods (with

~ BUSINESS
REVIEW

THE SHR FF

trucks sporting false registration plates)
that rates have been hiked, sometimes

by as much as. 100 to 200 per cent.

Desperate industrialistsare lrying to bring
goads through Andhra, which means
thal the number of kilomelres, in some
cases, increases by four fimes.
Another problem faced by Kamna-
taka industry is the flight of labour.
Pecple have been forced to cut pro-
duction at least by 30 per cenl,
especially in the electronics components
industry. Mini-steel plants in the state
have been affected because a lot of
them depend on getting scrap from

Tamil Nadu. A whole pile of finished -

goods meant for Tamil Nadu is yet to
reach its destination.
Unless normalcy is restored fast, this

- kind of disturbance is bound to have

long-term - implications.- Karnataka,
which was altracling investment from

~ all over the country and abroad, will

see a perceplive slow down.

harms business

for Rs. 100 crores and has distributed

No Marxxst answer

The Communist Party of India,
Marxist, CPI (M), had ils once-in-

four years' conclave in Madras recently.

. While Lenin’s statues are being pulled

down in the rest of the world and Stalin
has been discredited many years ago,
the Marxists merily put up banners and
posters of these two all over town.
After many deliberations and a
refuctant conclusion that the world is
changing, the CP! (M) did not come
up with its economic pohcy to counter

‘the Congress govemment’s reforms. The

Party has been berating the govem-
ment's alleged anti-people and IMF-
inspired activities. However, the Party
has not been able to work out its own
ideology to pull the country out of the
mess it has fallen into: It would be
interesting to see what the CPl (M)'s
prescription would tum out to be.

In the meanwhile, the Party has
decided that the country is ready for
mid-term elections and it no longer has
an obligation lo support the government
in the Centre.

Stagnant growth

The economy, in general, gives all the

signals of slipping into a recession.
Unless the tight money policy gets
loosened and the savage credit curbs
go, the uptum is not going to be
forthcoming. Unfortunately, in spite of
devaluation and all the push towards
exporis in the last six months, the
growth has been stagnant. The world
is still reeling under recession, especially
the UK, and that is having its impact
here. ‘

All these setbacks notwithstanding;

most economists and industrialists are -

convinced that the government shiould
push ahead with the reforms and not
abandon them half way through. Wili
the Narasimha Rao govemment have
the grit to do this?

Waiting for answers
In Tamil Nadu, the Chief Minister has

recently announced welfare schemes-

dhotis and sarees for landless labourers.
Hlectoral compulsions make it necessary
for her to do these things. But how is
the state going io fund these schemes

and gifts? It has already lost’ about

200-300 crores in abolishing low
priced liquor. How is it going to make
this up? The answers are ye! fo come.

For women only

© MADRASMUSINGS

Vani Samuel Prmcpa! of the Madias Pol,mchmcbr Women, grees the Colledar
of Madras (nght) Jayshree Balachander, af the MPW's sale of work and exhibition -~ -
held recently at the Guild of Service Hall. -

Helping to make a go

of part-time business

’I‘rymg to keep a studiously open
mind as | close the front gate behind

me and walk lowards the front door,
I am hit by a lantalising aroma of
something cooking close by — but

then, what could you excepl in a

‘women’s only” polytechnic? “Knitting
needles and saucepans,’ 1 think to
myself ungraciously as I go up the steps
towards the Principal’s office.

| soon, however, discover there’s
more to the Madras Polytechnic for
Women in Anna Nagar East. Women
aspiring lo be entrepreneurs, married or
non, appear to be in luck. The MPW
can give them the technical know-how
and confidence to go it alone

successfully. lis yearly, or half-yearly, .

courses range from lailoring, textile
dyeing and beauty therapy to com-
puting and nursery teaching. All of them
are designed to enable the would-be
woman enlrepreneur set up a “coltage
industry”” — and go from there o, well,
the sky's the limit.

Having spent the greater part of her .

married life as an Air Force wife and
teacher in North India, Vani Samuel,
the Principal, claims that the “Madrasi

woman is still conservative in com-"

parison 1o her more forward-looking

sisters in the North”. She says that for
many women here il is not yet the
“done thing” 1o be seen in a work-
place. There is no reason, however, to
stop the work-place from coming to her
— or, in this case, lo the 495 women
who have completed MPW courses
since its inception in 1988. This is the
rationale behind the polytechnic. It's a
question of understanding and, “above

IN PROFILE

by
Lisa Durante

all, respecling the needs and the realistic
opportuniies open fo women in Madras
today.” Samuel says.

For a reasonable fee of Rs. 1600
a year, a woman can now sef herself
up in a tidy little business: Crafls,
failoring, textile dyeing, hair dressing,

ingoor gardening, catering and créche -

management. These seven subjects are
taught by “‘strictly profession-orientated™
Jecturers.

‘An Enghsh film from Tamil Nadu

AWhnle Tamil film producers are
%% groaning and moaning about the

slump in’ their business, because of
crushing compelition from cable

television, the dish antenna, the video,
~ boom and all that, there’s news of a

more encouraging kind. Movies and

~ television films in Enghsh are being

planned for production in Madras, or,
more accurately, Tarnil Nadu. One film
now. ready lo start shooting is by the
living legend of Tamil cinema, Sivaji
Ganesan, and his American-based

" nephew, Dharan.

Called My Friend Ele, this feature

filmis all aboul a retired British planter

of yesteryear, who, seated in his home
in far away England, recalls his life on
an esiale in India. The part of the reired

British planter is played by genial
_ George, thal American diplomat who

fell in love with Madras and retired

-here. George ‘who? George Deligianis,
whose introduction to films at the

_Umted Slatas Information  Service's

- shows were always better then the films
themselv&

George D. is an ardent film bulff,
a FOOF (if you'don't know what that
means, il stands for ‘Friend of Old
Films). He has waiched Michael
Curtiz's superhit and cult film classic
Casablanca nearly eighty times! And he

never misses an opportunily of

walching i if it is screened anywhere
within eyeshot. He knows every line

which sky-rockeled British aclor Peler
O 'Toole to superstardom. However, il
is difficult to spot him in the movie.
Indeed, George D. himself has not been
able to do so — nol even after watching

* the film more times than he can couni.

Ever a trier, he has nol given up hope.
Lately, George D. made his entry
into the world of green rooms, velvet

- KINE M"A_Y'A NA+BY MOVIEMAN

“and word of that movie stamng those

all4ime greats, Humphrey Bogart, Peter

Lorre, Sydney Greenstreel and Ingrid

Bergman. (This is the move which con-

Iributed that immortal line ‘Play it again.

Sam!', even though no such ‘dialogue
was ever spoken in ill Ask George D
and he will confirm that with glee.)

George D. is no siranger o films.
Besides having walched several thou-

“sand movies in many countries around
' the world, he made his debul as a
‘macho’, Arab horseman in David
. Lean 5 maslerpxece, Lawmnce of Arabia,

curtains, footlights and proscenium
arches by playing a role in a frothy
English play in Madras. He seems to
have allracled altention and now he has
plans to take his acting more seriously.

Tamil film star Prabhu, currently the
only marketable movie actor apart from
superstars Rajanikanth and Kamal
Hasan, plays an important role in this
film. It should be interesling to walch
how he will perfonn in an Englnsh ﬁlm
in which the adling style s, oh, S0
dtfferent from Tamil cinema. No

shouting of endless dialogue for one
thing (in Telugu joumnalism, there is a
new simile, “Long like Tamil Film
dialogue”) and no exaggerated gestures
for another. Prabhu is quite fluent in

_ English (he is an alumsnus of Loyola —

yes, it's that college again, in Madras
Musings!) and is sure lo be able to speak
his lines- with the accent of a red-
blooded Tamizhan.

Technicians and a couple of per-
forming artistes from America have
already arrived in Madras and the
director and his crew have gone around
the Nilgiris scouting for locations. The
opening scene of the film has the old
planter gazing nostalgically into the
misty past as he stares out of his
window in England. This scene too will
be shot in the Nilgiris, and be assured

it will look just like * 3qodold England”

of pre-War days.

The film is a joint venlure between
some Non-Resident Indians’ and the
Sivaji Ganesan family’ and is expecled
to be released in India and abroad later

thls year '

Less successful has the polytechnic
been with bureaucracy. lts spate of
wrangles with that institution give a-
colourful backdrop to an organisation
which would, otherwise, be embar-’
rassingly successful. This private
endeavour, starled modestly by the
Nesavani Charitable Trust with the help
of an.Indian Bank loan, is not officially
recognised by the Tamil Nadu technical
education board. “Why on earth not?”
 ask. A typical Calch 22 situation, says
Samuel. “First you need land and then
an endowment fund of 10 lakhs, but
you cannot get land unless you are
regisiered by the Board”, she laughs at
my horror-stricken face. ~

Nobody, however, is unduly
wortied at MPW about not having the
official seal. *“We have a banker’s trust
— they confidently approve loans to
students, both during and after the
course — and that of Jayshree Bala-
chander, the Collector of Madras, who
recently visited one of our four major
sales and Quarantees that we are worth
our meltle,” Samuel claims. “And that's
what counts,” she adds, as she takes:
me around the premises.

The most popular course seems lo

. be dress designing and fashion tech-

nology. | watch twenty women busy
themselves with sketching, paltem
making and dlothing construction.
Many girls manage to juggle this
vocalional training with a university
degree course. And, | am told, they
wouldn't miss the practical business
management lectures for anything.

In another wing, éight or so women
cluster round a relaxed looking -
volunicer who is having a head
massage. This treatment features in the
beauty culture and herbal cosmetology
course — a five-day-a-week training for -
both freelance and beauty parlour
beauticians. If either student, Nazeen
Vellore or Lenora Clarke, is anything:
to go by, I'd'say they know. their stuff;

both women are exqu:sﬁely tumed out. -

| just peep into the other classas B

Mid-lerm exams are underway and 1.

.don't want to inferrupt tests just to ask -
students’ names and congratulate them; o
onlhelrgoodwork By nowitislunch ™~
time as | walk out of the front porch... . -
That food aroma is “headier than ever: ~ -

*1 pinch myself, * Why, oh, why didn't .~ .. -

-] ask to be given a thorough samphngf Sk

- of lhe cookery clas‘? | -
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FOR

A DISH

6 y is the cook woman throw-
ing saucers into the air like
that?" | asked as the Mulligatawny
family sat down to dinner. “Is she
planning to audition as an- assistant to
PC. Sorcar, get into a nightclub, or try
for the Festival of India in Germany?"
There was grim silence around the
table.

“Oh, Daddy, you're so unreason-
able,” wailed Manimekalai as she left
the table, followed by her Mother,
muttering about people who wouldn't
take a hint.

“You mean the cook is lrying to
tell me that we need a‘dish’?"" [ cried:
suddenly getting the point. “Torget it.
- The Mulligalawny family has to main-
tain its status as the only family in
Karuvepillay colony without a TV. So

months, | bet we can get a connection
for fifty rupees.”

“The Minister himself says it's a fact
of life,” came the answer in the twinkle
of a Star. “Every flat in Bombay has
it,” replied the wife.

“Is that why there's a black cable
running across our compound?” |
asked. “ll's a breach of the Mulli-
galawny airspace. I'm going fo have a
word with More Kolumbu about it. He
can't run his illegal activites across my
terrace.” The family groaned. The dish
was disappearing faster than the grin of
the proverbial Cheshire cal.

* % K

“Vango. Vango, come in," said
More Kolumbu. *“You've just missed the

most  wonderful programme. The

obviously we can't have a dish antenna
either. It's just another epidemic, like
measles or herpes; instead of getting
rashes on your face, you grow these
gigantic baskets on top of your house,
like a metallic garbage bin into which
some fellow sitting in Hong Kong, or
goodness knows where, can beam
whatever he likes into our homes. Only
yuppies would fall for such a racket.”

“Lock, Dad, it only costs an extra
one thou,” said Vengayam our son,
who knows how to present an argu-
ment. “"We didn't get a VCR, so now
we can say we've jumped a whole
generation if we get a TV and a cable
connection in one go."

“What about the rent?"" [ asked in
spite of myself.

“Well, that's just a hundred a
‘month,” said Vengayam.

“Besides,” said the wife, coming up
from behind, “The More Kolumbus
have got it and they paid only
Rs. 500, she said. Our neighbours are
always the first to try out the latest fad.

“Hah," said Vengayam. “Within a
week their image started fading away
as more people were connected to the
cable and they had io change their
dish.”

“It’s illegal.” I said, stonewalling as
fast as | could. “If we wait another six
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female anatomy! In glorious colour!
Fantastic close-ups!” The man was
talking like a film poster ad. “What was
the title of the film?" I enquired out of
politeness.

“Breast cancer!™ he replied. “If you
wail for two hours, you can see the
feature film also. The programme is
printed in the newspaper every week.
Alter many years the family has slarted
looking at the paper anxiously every
week.” He ratlled off all the special
interviews they had watched.

| tried to simulale an expression
between a weak grin and an angry
glare. The man was getling impossible.
He was prattling about Gorby and Boris
as though they were his first cousins.
“It's so [antastic, [ felt | was silting next
to Gorby while he made his resignation
speech,” said More Kolumbu, whilé his

- wile sagely shook her head and added,

“The poor man's dasha must be very
bad.”

"“You can get BBC, CNN, whalever
you want, direct into your living room.
And my daughter who could never get
up in the morning, is up at 5.30 every
day.” he said.

“To listen to the Suprabadam?"" |
enquired in my mos! friendly neighbour
manner.

*Nah," said More Kolumbu, with

barely concealed contempt. “Garfield,
the cartoon cat with the divine grin. We
all watch Gartield because she tapes il
for us. Do you know what Garfield said
the other day, ‘Make Dinner not War"’

and More Kolumbu roared with.

laughter, switching on the Garfield tapes
before | could add another word. By
the time | left the house | had grown
a fat tail and orange and white stripes
and was purring silently lo myself as
| walked over to my house.

* kK

“Mother, come quickly, something
strange has happened lo Daddy, he
looks just like Garfield the cartoon cat,”

- cried Manimekalai as she saw me sitting

on all fours.
“Fal cats of the world unite,” | said,
“The dish has taken over your lives.”

: N : L S 2
Thc' YWCA of Madras headquartered in the spacious grounds of 46 Poonamallee H:gh Road, this year
celebrates its centenary. Part of that celebration is the new Centenary Building, fasteful by modern siandards,
built in those grounds and which has had a “‘soft opening”’ already. The building, which will serve as an international
guest house, besides offering some hostel accommodation, is, appropriately, sited in the old caravan park of the
‘Y’ perhaps the only place in the city which permitted international travellers to park their homes-on-wheels
and stay for a while. The Centenary Building will offer 63 double rooms for international guests and for visitors
from other parts of India. Italso offers, rather uniquely forMadras and indicating the way to conservation, solar

heated hot water on tap.

THE
NEW...

and the ‘'Y’s’

Across the way from the new building, and in the same tree-shaded
campus, is a historic building that houses the old international guest house = *=*
administrative offices. Parts of this building, with its strikingly

& THE
OLD

curved frontage, date to at least 1779, in which year it was leased to the
East India Company to serve as a mess — possibly for the officers of the Egmore Redoubt, which used to be
where the Railway buildings now are on this road. It was later, probably in 1803, bought by the Company and
developed further, continuing 1o serve as a mess but having ‘country home’ accommodation as well. This purchase
was made by Lord Edward Clive, Governor of Madras and son of Robert Clive, Which is perhaps why the campus
was called Clive Gardens. As Commander-in-Chief, Edward Clive must have been a frequent visitor to these gardens
and he might well have used the building as a country retreat. The YWCA acquired the property in 1906 from
a leading Indian family of the time, the Goverdhan Doss’s, a merchant family who owned much of Madras in

the pre-World War I days.

Dealh came {o a handsome young

man, Suryanarayana, a city bank

branch mianager, on a drizly wel &

moming some years ago. It happened
in a not-so-well-mainlained car as it
sped past the Reserve Bank of India
building which was then fast rising.
The bank manager had come to the
city office in George Town to get

Rs. 13,500 in cash (big money at that’

time!) and found three of his friends
wailing beside a car outside. Hailing
their friend, the three, who hung
around the fringes of the Madras movie
world, said they were just leaving and
offered him a lift.

As one of them drove the car fas|
in the light forenoon drizzle, the other

two soon got busy in the back-seat,:

knifing and killing the friend with
whom they often played cards. The
back-seat grappling was noticed by
some engineers at the Reserve Bank

burldmg site’and, wondermg what was
going on, they chased the car on their
scooters, but they had lo give up
because of the wel, slippery condition

[cRIME
NOTEBOOK

by
Randor Guy

3

of South Beach Road. But spotting a
motorcycle policeman on duty, they
informed him of their suspicions and
off he went looking for a ‘speeding
black car’. But he could find no trace.

ronically, the car had broken down

“on South Beach Road, but the three-

(Photographs by SUSHEELA NAIR)

man gang had succeeded in pushing il
into a side street near Hotel Oceanic.

©® Then they had fled the spol, leaving

the bloody corpse of Suryanarayana in
the back seat, covered only by .a piece
of dirty white cloth.

The news of the missing bank
manager rocked the city. Those were
the days when Madras was a quiet,
orderly, law-abiding city and crimes of
this kind were few and far belween.
Soon there were all kindsof wild
rumours. That Suryanarayana had run
away with the cash lo blow it on his
favourile hobbies, was the most popular
one.

Suryanarayana had enjoyed a very
brief and not so bright innings in Telugu
cinema. Light-skinned and dark-haired,
he had possessed the movie star look.
He had done a supporting role in Ratna
Mala, a Telugu lolklore box office hit

(Continued on P5)
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My favourite lime of day in Madras
is earliest moming with the sacred
aruvampillu grass dew-we! under the
feet and the first call of the koe] hanging
seductively in an air still heady with
last night’s raat ki rani. As | totter inlo
my wilderess of a garden, cluiching
my tumbler of coffee, the wondrous
early moming orchestra of birdsong is
slowly coming to life — the loud
cawing of crows in interspersed
choruses followed by the sudden solo
did you do it' of the wattled lapwing,
the occasional symphonic sweel notes
of bulbuls rising above the twittering of
sparrows and the sharp jarring call of
some unknown bird, then, a sudden
interlude of the hushed, still music of
dawn!

| prop myself against my old friend,
the raintree, spread a few desuliory
grains of wheat around, adjust my
binoculars and setile down to welcome
my feathered friends, ny earliest callers.
And always the first lo call are a pair
of snowy-while callle egrets jauntily
taking a ride on the neighbour's
buffalo’s back, perched on its ears or
tickling the benighted beast's taill The
egrets invariably tumn fowards me as
they blithely sail past on the buffalo’s
back, and, as a soldier's wile, | like to
think of my birdwatching day beginning
with this loveliest of salutes!

Very soon dozens of crows and
ravens and challering, squawking
mynahs swoop on my scattered offer-
ings. Yellow eyes and beaks flashing,
the mynahs hop and pirouelte and pick
amids! the grain, swilching and
snatching and quarrellingmighlily with
the equally compelitive seven sisters
whose caterwauling has lo be heard to
be believed. The sparrows twilter and

RESOLUTIONS WE MADE FOR MADRAS CiTY
_ LIKE CLEANER WATERWAYS,

WALLS WITHOUT SCRAWLS
Tl Ete ETC.?
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chirrup and peck at the grain with great
agility, retreating inlo far comers to
enjoy their al fresco breakfast.
Somelimes the odd mynah makes bold
to perch on the arms of my chair to

BY
PUSHPA CHARI

munch, while the swallows from the
mansion across go about their business
of picking and choosing with careful,
sedate, dignity. Sometimes pairs of pink-
necked doves join in the melée and.
very occasionally, the blue-vented
bulbul, which nests in the champak tree
at the far end of the garden, serenades
us, after its cereal breakfas!, with bouts
of the sweelest whistling...

On my very lucky momings, the
Indian blue jay comes a-alling in a
flash of turquoise and blue wings and.

0, C

n case any fond admirer of this
column wonders why I sort of restrict

myself to fairly innocuous subjects, |

must remind him (her) that | have been
severely admonished by my edilor to
slay away from politics. {Don't believe
all that hogwash you hear about this
being a free country — just watch my
editor cracking the whip!) If | had some
intellectual freedom, [ would have gone
lo town on such subjects as confron-
tation, hypocrisy and sycophancy. But
let it pass, and let us go on to more
pleasant subjects. | am going to talk
about books and, fortunately, | am a
bookman myself.

once, a lovely little green bird with an
orange crown hopped in — | 've always
wondered what it was. During early
monsoon momings, my raintice literally
bristles with the comings and goings of
parakeets and parrols, but it is in
springtime that my most exotic leathered
friends fly in to visit, filling my decrepit
garden with — how did Yeals put it?
— intranslateable delicacies of colour.
And sweet, lilting music. The did you
do it of the wattled lapwing cuts info
the brainfever bird's obsessive cry and
the kingfisher’s rat-a-fat is a perfect foil
for the koel's rising notes. And hoopoe
and robin and golden oriole fly in to
visit in a flurry of exotic feathers while,
againsl the canopy of a February sky.
orderly formalions of Siberian cranes
fty. back (o their Arctic homes.

Around seven, as a compelling
Madras sun rises over the horizon, the

nfined

In the last few weeks, two very
major evenls took placein Madras. One
was the annual All India Librarians’
Conlerence; and the other was the
annual Madras Book fair. The
librarians’ conlerence need not hold us
up for too long. It was a meeting of
professionals who were lrying fo figure
oul how o come fo terms with the
incredible technological growih of
library science. It is all too technical for
you and me, but they are sleered in the
right direction, and if this country has
to amount to anything’in the comity
of nations, il cerainly has to modemise
itself in the information programme.

New light on an old murder?

(Continued from P4)

starring the top slar of her day,
P Bhanumathi, and directed by her
husband P S Ramakrishna. it was her
first production. He had also been cast
as the hero in Swarna Mala, another
Telugu film, opposite the singing slar of
yesteryear R Balasaraswathi Devi. The
film had been under production for a
long lime, but when it was finally

- released, it sank without a trace. (This

writer, then a schoolboy in Nellore, had
met Suryanarayana when he was the
manager of the Nellore branch. The
future murder victim had promised lo
put him inlo films, but Dame fortune

had different plans for both!) Later,

Suryanarayana became manager of the
T'Nagar branch in Madras and tried to

get back into movies, but met with litlle
success. However, as a paid up member
of the film world,he hung around it,
playing cards and the horses and

participaling in other expensive

pastimes.

Speculation, however, was soon set
al rest when the body was found. Not
long afterwards, two of the culprits,
including the owner-driver of the car,
were caught. The third man, however,
escaped and was never caughl. A
sensalional trial followed and the
accused received varying sentences.

Now there’s said to be new light

_on the Suryanarayana Murder Case.

While the trial was in progress, it
had seemed a case of murder for gain.
But many wondered, ‘Was it really'?

Was the handsome movie actor
Suryanarayana bumped off for some
other reason? Woman trouble, perhaps?
Quile recently, a probing journalist
appears to have sumbled on some kind
of startling information which poinis
{owards an affluent husband who had
Suryanarayana killed because he felt
that the actor had paid too much
attention to his wife. And the robbery
was staged merely as a red herring. An
interesting theory, bul. the trail i
somewhat cold. Nevertheless, is there
a Pandora’s Box wailing to be opened?
The revengeful husband has passed
away, but there is said to be evidence,
somewhere around, of his complicily.
But where? The search is on, so this
writer leams...!

Y
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blrds seem fo scaiter, e\cept for the
ubiquitous crow and odd raven and my
friends the late latif sparrows. The
party’s nearly over and. as | begin my
folding-up operation, my walking and
jogging friends wave and call out bils
and pieces of taaza khabar from across
the fence. Did | know that so-and-so’s

to bo

Concemned as they were with the
lechnical aspects of information
gathering and disseminating, the
librarians did not have much time to
consider the conventional subject of
book libraries, though they know,

<’King

aSKance

accept and are happy that book libraries
will last as long as-man does. It is in
this context that the annual book fair,
bigger and better than before, had so
much to offer the booklover.

People who live in urban congre-
gations like Madras, Coimbalore, Tiru-
chchirappalli and Trivandrum — just to
mention a few — take it for granted that
they can walk into a bookshop and get
what they want. This is true much of
the time, and the shop will, of course,
order what it does not have. But it was
not always so. | now go back about
five decades.

Purely by the fortuitous accident of
having an uncle as a school teacher,
| started reading all the books that were
sent o him for prescribing to his classes,
and [ became, in a manner of speaking,

a fairly expert reader of English books

by the time | was ten. The problem
was, of course, that | lived in a different

| house had been ralded thal Mrs X's

maid had decamped with all her sarees
elc., etc.? And very often | am asked
why I don'l join them for a brisk walk
instead of languishing in the garden,

surely that's for the birds?
} open my beak and tell them that,

“yes, it definilely is: for the birds.

® o O

town from my uncle’s and | had to go
back to my own home after the
summer vacation. There was no library
in that lown — later, lo my tremendous
happiness, | was proved to be wrong.
Anyhow, the only resource available to
me was the school library, which, of
course, operated in a most eccentric
fashion. The man in charge of it was
also the cashier, or some damn thing
like that, in the schod! office. He was
supposed 1o open the library for two
hours on certain days of the week. He
would, he might, he did. Extra-
ordinarily enough, it was an excellent
library for young people. Eventually |
worked out a system by which ten or
twelve of us would storm into the
library, and those who were not parti-
cularly interested in reading would pass
on their quota to me.

Things have come a long way since
then. There are bookshops — however
vesligial — in even small towns today.
What is more important is that people
aclually buy books today. There is a
publication explosion today, and if the
quality of the books published is
variable, the situation will eventually
balance itsell.

Shakespeare’s Duke in As You Like
It said: Sermons in stones/Books in the
running brooks, and good in every- .
thing. PG. Wodehouse's Bertie Wooster-
countered it nicely with: Se:mans m .
books, stones in the running brooks,

eh whal, Jeeves? The last word has -~ .

always been that of John Millon: A
good book is the precious life-blood of
a masler-spirit. s.l(
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Add the chopped vegelables and the  another minute. Finally add the garam

% teaspoon lurmeric powder . . . -
. a) Which Indian film legend was distorted by excessive costumery, yho Jndian poor voler who is counted  (he Kattaikkoothu hat's whal they
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Council at the Lalit Kala Y & Valarchi Munnelra Sangam. Members
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1 tbs ginger-garlic paste

Gamish with chopped coriander stock. Cover and bring lo the boil.

Gamish with chopped coriander

unripe fruit to ripen faster.

b) Which Sai Paranjpe film won

~ (Answers on Page 8) S

Akademi. Entitled 'Colours of the

.in- the earth still, not in a .}

{ museum.

soul. The body has been re-recognised

 singing of Haridoss Giri at the Narada
4 Gana Sa‘bha.‘whi'ch'had made people -

‘sunshine again? :

of the association and others outside it
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Tamd Nadu may be the venue of. ...

The redemption of

(By The Corner Flag)

India's image in the world of sport
continues to diminish. The latest
events o tarnish it have been the South
Asian Tederation Games - held in
Colombo. In a disgraceful performance,
India was an also-ran ini Football, lost
its supremacy in Athletics and Tennis,
almost lost it in Swimming, fared
moderately in Shooting, maintained its

low level in Boxing, eked out champ-

ionships in Volleyball and Basketball
and won convincingly only in Table
‘Tennis and Weightlifting, though even
in those events it received some rude
surprises similar to the one in women's
Volieyball.

The reasons for this dismal showing
are many, but the most telling one is
the arrogant zttitude the country as a
whole adopted to these Games —
helping the image of the Ugly Indian
to grow further: Arrogance led to taking
things easy and sending second rate
competitors in many sports. Arrogance
on the part of many competitors led to
complacency, overconfidence and
taking things easy. And arrogance led
to Indian sports authorities being blind
to what advances were being made in
‘neighbouring countries while at home
eyes remained shut fo the continued
lack of improvement in our sporis
standards.

Never has indian spert sunk to such
low levels — and anyone highlighting
the fact that the country still managed
to head the medals tables is doing
Indian Sport a disservice. The only
good to come out of the performance
in Colombo would be if it opened the
eyes of both sports leadership and
sportspersons fo the fact that we are a
third rate nation in sport and that it is
time we began to take sport more
seriously and prepare well for every
event, even the SAF Games.

A chance to redeem our reputation,

particularly in the region, will come our

Scan it. Superit.
Mix it. Tintit.
Proof it. Alterit.
Rapid Scan it.

From simple colour separation
to total glamourisation of art-
works for printing.

Call Rapld Scan you'd realize

R4PID SQ1N SYSTEMS

27, SRIPURAM FIRST STREET, (NEAR AJANTHA HOTEL) ROYAPETTAH,
MADRAS - 14, PH: 860597/861235.

‘way just two years from now, when
the next SAF Games are scheduled to
be held. Nepal has been chosen as the
venue for next year's year-end Games.

But in the likelinood of Nepal being
unable to host the 1993 Games, the
championships will be held in India.

And that's where this writer's parﬁcular
interest in these Games comes in: The
Indian Olympics Association President
has stated that if India is asked lo pinch-

hit for Nepal, TAMIL NADU will be

the alternate venue for the Games.
Home grounds will give the Indian
team several advantages and if the

lessons of Colombo have sunk in, the
team should be in a position to redeem
its reputation. To give the Indian squad
that chance is Sivanthi Adityan's aim
and he is confident that Tamil Nadu can
rise to the occasion.

In the Nehru Stadium that is shortly
to undergo renovation he sees a

modem arena for Football and Athletics

(a new synthetic track at this stadium
is part of the renovation plans). There
are plans on the anvil for a modern
indoor stadium in the city — an MGR
promise — and if a decision is taken
by the SAF governing committee in

Indian sport

June, as scheduled, therelll be time
enough to get that stadium ready, as
well as refurbish the Egmore tennis
stadium and Anna Swimming Pool
(which is of Olympic specifications) to
international standards. The University
Indoor Stadium will also need improve-

ments and so will a couple of the city's

other major football venues.

Tamil Nadu will certainly be able
to rise to the occasion. But will Indian
sporispersons thereafter rise to match
that effort? That might yet be the
64,000 Rupee question!

The year just ended was a golden one
for Madras sport. Never before had
Madras contribuled so much fo en-
hance Iridia's international slatus as the
southem melropolis did in 1991. It was
made golden, and memorable as well,
not by a pampered cricketer or tennis
star, but by champions of two com-
paralively ignored indoor games.

It can truly be said that S Viswa-
nathan Anand, Maria Irudayam, and
Anu Raju combined to wrile, in the old
year, the most shining chapler in the
history of Madras sport. Grandmasler
Anand brought India grealer honours
than any other Indian sporisperson.
Decadzs ago, Ramanathan Krishnan no
doubt did Madras proud by emerging

as India’s first Wimbledon semi-finalist.
But even thal unique achievernent has
virtually been eclipsed. by. Anand’s
phenomenal rise to world stardom.
No Indian has ever conquered, or
tamed, world champions, present as
well as pasl, the way Anand did in the

recent Interpolis tournament at Tilburg
(the Netherlands) and the subsequent

tournament in Reggio Ermilia, Italy. The’

21-year-old, quiet, unassuming Besant
Nagar lad, a former World junior
champion, was none the worse for
having been edged out by former
World champion Analoly Karpov in

. their World Candidates quarter-final in

Brussels last August. Anand really
stunned the world with his dazzling
Interpolis and Reggio performances in
fields that included not only the reigning

World champion, Gary Kasparov, but.

also-Karpov, the evergreen 60-year-old

ANSWERS
TO QUIZZIN’

1. The nuclear briefcase conlaining
faunching codes of USSR's nuclear arsenal
recenlly handed over to Boris Yellsin,
2. Romania and Rwanda, 3. Suresh Krishna
4, Reggio Emilia, ltaly, 5. Kathmandu,
1993, 6.PMK., 7. Miss World, 1991,
8. Ujjain, 9. Dawoodi Bohra, 10. Cenlaur,
11. a) Satyajit Ray, b)Disha 12.5-LF
Ludhiana-ferozpore train, 13. 2,300,
14. Look Beyond Yourself, 15. January 1,
1992, 16. Vishwabharati  Universily,
17. Maharajapuram Santhanam and
M S Viswanathan, 18. Pritish Nandy,
19. The train sped past Mambalam station
without slopping. About 50 irate passengers
waiting lo board it there made the Station
Maser telephone Tambaram Station to detain

the express unil the passengers, who caught - |

a Suburban lo Tambaram, made il to the
express. The driver of the express was asked
to get off and sent to Raitway Hospital,
Perambur, for a medical examination! 20, A
procession-free Anna Salail

Viktor - Korchnoi and several other
Grandmaslers.

Critics are unanimous in crediting

him with the best chance of emerging
as a world title challenger in the near
future. He is out of the 1993 champ-
ionship, bul is showing the form
necessary to make the grade for the next
one. But, for this, Anand, rated the
quickest Grandmasler, may have to say
good-bye to his “quickies”, which
continue to cost him more than one
game.

Whatever is in store for Anand in
the' world's most competitive discipline,
Madras sport has already given the
nation two World champions in Maria

- Irudayam and Anu Raju, who last

October won the inaugural World
carrom litles in Delhi.

The first-ever World championship
in an indoor game mostly confined o

the neglected corners of clubs in many *

pars of the world did not, understand-
ably, allracl a truly representative
infenational field. Even so, nothing can
destract from the merils of lrudayam’s
and Anu Raju’s historic irfumphs, made
possible, let il be said to his ever-lasting
credit, by the dedicated, monumental
work put in over the years by Bangaru
Babu, secretary of both the Inter-
national and Tamil Nadu Carrom Fede-

rations, to help camom gain inter-.

national status. Bangaru Babu can truly
be hailed the lather 6l modern carrom
and the World carrom championship
as well.

The 1 in 16 ”

champion
(By The Corner Flag).

lqadras s Viswanathan Anand
gave himself his best New

Year gift yet by becoming the first P

person in the world to win a

Rating 18 tournament, the |}

highest rated competition ever in

| chess history. In the process, he
became only one of two players

to have a plus score over world
champion Gari Kasparov.

Anand now leads Kasparov
in their personal encounters
2% — 1%, Curiously, they drew

| in Linnares, Spain, in 29 moves

last February, and won a match
each, also in 29 moves each
time, in Tilburg, The Nether-
lands, last October. This time,
however, the maich in Reggio
Emilia, Italy, went to 52 moves,
but Anand looked a winner from
move 29.

The record books say that
Anand is only the fifth player to
defeat Kasparov with black

-pieces and only one of 16 to.

have beaten him at all, To put
that number in perspective, one
commentator points out that

Fortune magazine lists 80

billionaires, while 90 people
have climbed Everest. To be one

very special.

Kaspa:ﬁv, who lost only three

games in 1991, was at the losing

| end to Anand in two of these
games. The other player who still |

maintains a plus score agamst

the world champion is the |

Harvard don. Boris Gulko. He
too leads 2-1, after winning

twice against Kasparov in the |

early Eighties, before Kasparov
became world champion.

‘of 16 must then be something |
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