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It was a brilliant idea to take
advantage of the football fever to
reinforce the company's goals for
our managers!

Goal fever

There are some stranger-than-
usual goings-on in the world at
present.

One young gentleman goes on a
rampage, inadvertently, he
claims, thanks to a quarrel over
the TV remote.

And 800,000 toilets flush within
a time span of 15 minutes in
Yokahama.

All because various groups of
brightly-clad, enthusiastic — and
very talented — young men kick a
ball around a large open area.

Remarkable.

Chennai, I'm sure, has its own
tales to tell.

The citizens are clearly divided:
Those who watch football, and
those who don’t.

For the former, life is one big
party. The latter group, however,
consists of morose grumblers,
who have been trying for days to
have conversations about mun-
dane, but unfortunately essen-
tial, everyday topics with the
former group who, while genu-
inely trying to pay attention,
have developed a disconcerting
habit of suddenly flying out of
their chairs with rousing cries.
Or falling back with death-rattle
groans. This startles the conver-
sation-initiators into losing their
tempers, and sharp words inevi-
tably follow.

The air is thick with jargon: “Red
card”, “Throw-in”, “Header”.

And “Free-kick”, “Corner-kick”,
“Scissor-kick”, “Bicycle-kick”.

One word of warning, though.

Do not impart too much informa-
tion about kicks to Non-Watch-
ers, who might be tempted to
come up with a few innovations
of their own.

Two worlds —one TV. -

Where’s a referee when you need

one!
Ranjitha Ashok
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(By A Special Correspondent)

t long last, Heritage Regu-

lations for the city have
been drafted by the Chennai
Metropolitan Development
Authority and were recently
discussed at a meeting con-
vened by the Member Secre-
tary. Present were representa-
tives from various Government
Departments and other institu-
tions concerned with the sub-
ject as well as from the Indian
National Trust for Art and Cul-
tural Heritage which has been
spearheading the campaign for

a Heritage Act for the State, but
which would welcome Heritage
Regulations for the Chennai
Metropolitan area as a first step.

Presenting the Regulations,
Ananda Ranjana Doss, Chief
Urban Planner and the first
CMDA official to be made a
Member of the Authority, who
with his team drafted the regu-
lations, said that he hoped that
after the discussions final sub-
missions would be made before
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That's where I'll one day be headed, seems to foresightedly point the Kannagi
statue in this picture taken a few weeks before the statue was removed in myste-
rious circumstances. The anonymous photographer who sent it to us, no sooner
than a committee had recently decided that the statue could be taken out of its
place of hiding and re-located just south of Presidency College, hopes that if it
overlooks the Presidency College grounds it might bring that famed piece of nerf
a new lease of life. He, however, adds that, seen from the view in the picture, he
can't for the life of him see how the location it was in was an accident-prone one.
But the committee wasn't worried about that issiue; it just wanted an alternative
site nearby and, hopefullysthe hand of doom will become a hand of benediction
for at least an ill-treated piece of Madras cricketing history.

The MRTS has much to offer

he lethargy of Chennaiites

to use trains has not given
a momentum to the Mass Rapid
Transit System (MRTS).
Rationalisation of bus services
in the city will bring in more pa-
tronage for train services, stated
N. Ramasubramanian, Chief

Administrative Officer, MRTS,
in an interview given to Indus-
trial Economist’s Anusha
Raman. Some of the rest of
what he said:

The MRTS was one of -the
well-conceived- projects for
Chennai, but it seems tomove at a

very slow pace. Why this tortoise
show?

It is a widespread view that
the project is taking a very long
time for construction. I must tell
you that the physical construc-
tion of the project takes time be-
cause of its complexity and tech-

.fthe trams‘to work e

T lurumallal (why not plam, snmple Mylapore,:;;-‘-_;
& we do'not know) railway station is a busy one -
vnowadays with ofﬁce-goers happy. There is an'in-- .
creased. frequency of semce and users are takmgfi;

rest of the" day.

" lewav’s schedulmg, butﬂus_}w:_l)l_elmprove. it 1sf'

MTC needstooperéte hirumailai to-
residential belts in Adyar /elachery-Madipak f '
ﬁ5at thepwkhours. G e

nology. There is perfect coordi-
nation between the state gov-
ernment and the Railways, and
the projectis moving atadecent
speed.

The whole project, extending
to a distance of about 60 km, is
complete for 9 km. The second
phase, for another 11 km, will
become functional by 31 De-
cember 2002. The first phase,
which cost about Rs.260 crore,
was fully borne by the Railways.
The second phase will costabout
Rs.689 crore; two-thirds of the
cost is being borne by the state
government and one-third by
Railways. The state government
has been cooperating with the
Railways for the construction of
this project.

All the land that was needed
for construction till now has
been along the Buckingham
Canal, and it is government
land. There has not been much
of alegal problem in acquiringt,
though eviction of encroachers
from this land took considerable
time. The state government
took efforts to rehabilitate the
slumdwellers through the Slum

(Continued on page 7)
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Signs of hope on the Heritage front

he Chennai Metropolitan
Development Authority a
couple of years ago convened a
Heritage Committee comprising
Government departments and
institutions concerned with
buildings and the environment
as well as NGO:s like the Indian
National Trust for Art and Cul-
tural Heritage which had long
been asking for a Heritage Act
for the whole State. The Com-
mittee was intended to promote
Heritage awareness, bring to the
notice of the CMDA threats to
Built and Natural Heritage and
advise on the framing of Heri-
tage Regulations for the City
which could be incorporated in
the Development Control Rules,
recommended to other urban
authorities and lay the founda-
tion for the Heritage Act. Sev-
eral meetings were held, but
little came of them, particularly
as it was pointed out that there
was no point talking about heri-
tage preservation and conserva-
tion unless there was some kind
of mechanism in place to ensure
heritage buildings, precincts and
environs were protected by at
‘least some kind of law that
would enable violators to be
taken to task. For one reason or
another, preparing the draft
regulations took its time, even
though there were model regu-
lations suggested by the Central
Government and local regula-
tions from Bombay and Hydera-
bad to draw on. The Man From
Madras Musings is now happy to
state that despite all the delays, a
quite satisfactory set of Heritage
Regulations has been drafted by
a CMDA team led by Chief Ur-
ban Planner and first Member of
the CMDA from its permanent
cadre, Ananda Ranjana Doss,
and Deputy Planner Chitra.

These were recently pre-
sented to the Heritage Commit-
tee, meeting after almost a year
— that had followed a year of
regular if infructuous meetings —
and were welcomed by all
present. Over the next couple of
weeks, the members of the Com-
mittee will give their suggestions
to fine tune the Regulations and
the list of 186 ‘protected’ build-
ings listed in the annexure, but
none of these is likely to be more
than dotting the i’s and crossing
the t's. With the Member-Secre-
tary of the CMDA present at the
discussions and having circu-
lated the Regulations to the
Committee members under his
signature, MMM not only now
considers that the CMDA is
committed to the Regulations
but also welcomes the promise
by the CMDA that these will be
incorporated in the Develop-
ment Control Regulations be-
fore the year-end, after having
done the age-old bureaucratic
and political round. MMM
realises there is many a slip be-
tween the cup and the lip, but
thinks that in this instance there
is at last some light at the end of
a years long tunnel. When the
Regulations see the light of day

as part of the DCR, MMM

hopes that the implementation
will be as good as the regulations
drafted. It is nice to at last see a
sign of hope on the most impor-
tant heritage front of all.

Two for restoring

he Man From Madras

Musings welcomes the
appointment of Fr. Ignacimuthu
and Prof. E. Balaguruswamy as
Vice-Chancellors of the Univer-
sity of Madras and Anna Univer-
sity. Both are exceptional re-
searchers in scientific fields, both
are good managers and both have
the background to pay greater at-

tention to the Humanities —

Fr. Ignacimuthu’s foundations
being the institutions he has been
associated with in the past, all of
them among the pioneering
Jesuit institutions contributing to
education in South India, and
Prof. Balaguruswamy’s being his
commitment to writing and pub-
lishing.

These two Vice-Chancellors
with their past records and inter-
ests have every opportunity to
make a difference to the vener-
able institutions they now head.
At Madras University, Fr. Ignaci-
muthu needs to look at several
Humanities Departments that
need new life breathed into them.
One that MMM can think of is
the Centre for South and South-
east Asia Studies, once a centre
of excellence, particularly in such
areas as Sri Lanka, Malaysia and

versity. By restoring and conserv-
ing these two buildings they can
set an example to the rest of the
city on the need to conserve its
heritage and show the way it
should be done. MMM knows
there are many willing to lend
them a helping hand if they de-
cide to start on the work in ear-
nest — preferably sooner than
later.

Senate House, in particular, is
being looked at by the Heritage

and Tourism Committee of CII

and the Skal Congress Organi-
sing Committee as a venue
which, if restored, can show off
Madras’s Indo-Saracenic archi-
tectural heritage to the 1500 del-
egates from the international
travel industry expected to con-
verge on Chennai for their an-

nual Convention in October

2003. The University of Madras
should capitalise on this golden
opportunity to do Senate House a
bit of good.

Why not for us?

I Ie had dreams for higher

education in the State, par-
ticularly of making Anna Univer-
sity a Centre of Excellence. He
had played a major role in mak-
ing Tamil uniform for worldwide
computer use and taking the first
steps to bringing the computer to
every village in the State. He was
committed to several other
causes that would ensure a better
life for the citizenry of the State.
Yet, Tamil Nadu appears to have

technical education in the coun-
try, restructure the existing sys-
tems to ensure greater transpar-
ency, and prepare the way for the
AICTE to meet the technical per-
sonnel needs of the country for
the next ten years.

It was just this that Prof.
Anandakrishnan had wanted to
do in Tamil Nadu, MMM knows,
and that is why he found little
favour in certain circles in the
State in the last year or so. His
belief that if Anna University was
to develop as a centre of excel-
lence it should not become an af-
filiating university and take in
around 300 colleges under its
fold also did not win him any
friends in the political world,
even if academia strongly agreed
with him - but remained silent.
And so, as MMM sees it, Tamil
Nadu’s loss is Kerala’s and the
Centre’s gain.

Sadly, MMM sees this in so
many other fields in the State. 1t

‘is a State where nowadays

progress by the local administra-
tion seems mainly to concentrate
on undoing the work of a previ-
ous regime, on focussing on mak-
ing targets of those who held the
reins of power previously instead
of ignoring them and getting on
with the job, and on seeing en-
emies where there are none, only
those who want to do a good job
for a State that can do without
politics. When are our politicians
of every ilk going to think more
of the people and less of their pet
hates, wonders MMM.

the Indian Ocean, but now lack-
ing leadership with experience in
the region. Prof. Balaguruswamy,
on the other hand, needs to look
at how to open the minds of
strictly engineering-oriented stu-
dents to the Humanities and im-
prove their communication
skills, particularly in English.

Prof. Balaguruswamy also has
the opportunity to establish the
national museum and library of
Surveying in an institution whose

roots are in the oldest Survey ™

School outside Europe. And that
too in 2002-2003 when the
200th anniversary of the start of
one of the greatest surveys in the
history of mankind is being com-
memorated. A William Lambton
Museum, Library and Research
Centre would be the most signifi-
cant way to commemorate the
start of the Great Trigonometri-
cal Survey of India from St.
Thomas’ Mount.

The two Vice-Chancellors
also have the opportunity not
only to revive but complete dur-
ing their tenure the restoration of
the most significant heritage
buildings on their campuses,
namely Senate House in the Uni-
versity of Madras Marina campus
and the Guindy Engineering ad-
ministrative block at Anna Uni-

SHORT ‘N’ SNAPPY

no role for him, The Man From
Madras Musings is shocked to
find.

Not wanted by Tamil Nadu,
Dr. M. Anandakrishnan, former
Vice-Chancellor of Anna Uni-
versity and Vice-Chairman of
Tamil Nadu State Committee on
higher education, information
technclogy and Tamil as an inter-
national computer language, has
been appointed chairman of a
high-powered committee on in-
formation technology in Kerala.
His mandate is to push Kerala
forward in the IT sector — and, if
he succeeds, it could well be at
the expense of Tamil Nadu,
which has not exactly been busy
winning friends and influencing
people, MMM is inclined to feel.

Prof. Anandakrishnan has
also been invited to head a major
committee of the All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education - it-
self headed by another Chennai
personality, Dr. R. Natarajan,
former Director of IIT Madras,
who was not exactly given a
smooth passage in that institu-
tion, with many standing in his
way as he tried to make a good
institution still better. Prof.
Anandakrishnan’s mandate with
the AICTE sub-committee is to
revamp the existing set-up in

An ugly squabble

hat's happened to sports-

manship? What's hap-
pened to the tradition of officers
and gentlemen serving India,
wonders The Man From Madras
Musings. The latest of the sport-
ing squabbles in the State is even
uglier than previous ones — and,
sadly, external forces have been
brought into it to show a bit of
muscle. Battling it out appear to
be the Royal Madras Yacht Club
of hallowed vintage and the start-
up Tamil Nadu Sailing Associa-
tion that thinks that it is more
committed to the sport than a
club which feels sport and club-
bing can live together as in the
past. The squabble between the
two is, MMM understands, likely
to go beyond the yacht basin in
Chennai Harbour and spill into
the courts — if it has already not
done so. And to take sport to
court is the ugliest thing possible,
thinks sport-loving MMM whose
romance with sport is nearly sixty
years old.

A still uglier part of what's
been happening in the yacht ba-
sin is the role of a wing of the
armed services in the whole af-
fair. Suddenly out of the blue,
armed representatives of this

force descended on the Royal
Madras Yacht Club premises one
day recently and demanded the
Club just up and quit the pre-
mises — just like that! And to add
emphasis to their request, their
weaponry is alleged to have been
menacingly waved around - and
accusations of the Club being a
threat to national security made.
Now to MMM that seems to be
grounds for the Club to go to
court on and not any squabble
with a rival association.

MMM just can’t understand
why, if this armed forces wing
wanted the Club to vacate the
premises because the security
forces’ needs were greater than a
sporting club’s, it did not negoti-
ate the matter and find a way to
reach an amicable settlement.
Surely that would be the way of
officers and gentlemen - and not
by waving military hardware
around, MMM hopes that before
long, all this will get sorted out,
that sport — even in the hands of
two rival associations — will be
allowed to progress and the
armed forces wing will get around
to conducting its battles in more
appropriate settings and not in
clubhouses.

Why building always?

very time there’s a plan to
beautify a place and make it
attractive for tourists and other
visitors, there’s always a building
component to it in Tamil Nadu.

And The Man From Madras

Musings wonders why.

A plan for a beach park in
Rameswaram involves three rock
arches. A heritage village in-
volves building a whole new vil-
lage. Elsewhere it is statuary,
fountains and what have you.

Can’t we just make places at-
tractive by restoring what are
their chief attractions, by clean-
ing up the area and keeping it
clean, by providing cleaner and
better comfort facilities, in fact,
by making those in charge of
such destinations care for what
they should naturally take pride
in? Why must it always be con-
structing something or other
which has little relevance to the
environment of the destination?

Perhaps organisations inter-
ested in transparency and the en-
vironment would like to look into
this Tamil Nadu fancy for build-
ing to attract the tourist or to
solve a problem. In the case of the
latter, flyovers, for instance —
and the City Fathers are now
thinking of several more — are
seen as the answer to the traffic
problem, NOT the need to en-
force road discipline, which will
come cheaper. MMM can think
of several other such instances fit
for examination. But drawing the
attention of the Government to
such wastefulness is something
few publicly do. And so we get
what we deserve.

— MMM

BRI e
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Poet Bharati’s dream

hen the Pamban Bridge link-

ing the Indian mainland
with Rameswaram Island was com-
pleted in 1988, the media, espe-
cially the vernacular media, hailed
it as Poet Bharati's dream come
true.-I explained to several report-
ers who had a special drive over the
bridge before it was inaugurated
and formally thrown open to the
public, that what we had done was
only to link an Indian island with
the mainland; what Poet Bharati
visualised and dreamt of was a
bridge to Sri Lanka. The Pamban
Bridge is only the first of many steps
to reach Sri Lanka. But with the
bridge, what the poet dreamt has
come into the realm of the possible.

I have been crusading over the
last 14 years in various national and
international forums for a feasibil-
ity study to be undertaken by the
two Governments to physically link
the two countries. Last year, the In-
stitution of Engineers, Tamil Nadu
State Centre, organised a seminar
on ‘India & Sri Lanka Co-operation
in Technology for Development’
jointly with the Institution of Engi-
neers, Sri Lanka. At this seminar it
was explained that real co-opéra-
tion and development needed the
construction of a road link between
India and Sri Lanka. The Sri
Lankan engineers agreed and, con-
sidering the importance of this
bridge, are organising a seminar in
Colombo from August 31, 2002,
focussed on this link bridge.

It is gratifying to note that Sri
Lankan Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
have agreed to initiate a feasibility
study on such a bridge.

Let it not rest with the feasibil-
ity study. Let the Poet’s dream
come true.

D. Srinivasan
Chennai 600 020.

Forgotten Kannadigas

I was born in Mylapore and have
lived in the same house for the
last 72 years and therefore I write
to you with personal knowledge of
the locality.

The Kennedy Streets in Myla-
pore were originally a colony of
Kannadigas, who were curd-sellers
(thayir karar). They used to carry
the curd pots (thayir paanai) in bas-
kets on their heads. They also wore
a black woollen-like cloth on their
heads. They had a peculiar way of
announcing their coming, by call-
ing ‘koo’ (long). The two streets
where they lived in small tiled
houses were called Kannadiyan
Theru (Kannadiyan Streets). As
years passed, the community be-
came extinct, but the newcomers
still used the same name but in a
shortened way, Kannady Street.
Suddenly the Corporation painted
the street names on its boards as
‘Kennedy Street'. This is like the
story behind the Hamilton Bridge
being called “Barbers’ Bridge”.

With the change, we can now
proudly claim we have also
honoured the late lamented Presi-

dent of the U.S.A. by renaming two

obscure streets in a corner of
Mpylapore after him, thanks to the
fancy of a municipal sign painter!

K. Narayanaswami
Chennai 600 004.

e From this fortnight on-
wards, in response to
requests from some
‘readers who have been
embarrassed by our policy
of - pubhshmg their: full
addresses.with the;r Ietters,
‘we. will be pubhshmg only
the town and pincode from
‘which:they write.- But, for
Madras Musmgs records,
‘we: require the full address
of the writer. Letters which
“do not carry the full address,
'wnil NOT be pubhshed ,
‘We took’ this decns:on
"after we: recewed letters
from  several readers
“mformmg us that they had
received ;mportumng corre-
»-spondence from, of all
‘places, Orissa, statsng that
‘the writers had seen- ‘the
'addresses in Madras Mus-
ings. We are flattered to
find that Madras Musmgs is
read as far away as in
‘Orissa, but the conse-
‘quences of such readmg
we had least expected. So,
in future, Madras: Musings
_'DOES nee,d addresses

from’ every. reader sendmg,
"';us a Ietter but the full

il NOT be
Zpubhshed vf.'the letter is
..nused m ‘Our Headers Wnte :

Befouled Marina
In Madras Musings, May 16", the

picture of fishermen easing them-
selves on the sands of Marina was a
sorry spectacle.

The degradation of the beach
began when, after Independence,
political parties gained full control
over the fate of our country and the
parties in Madras, seeing a solid
vote bank in the fisherfolk, started
pampering them by giving them
residential quarters near the shore-
line of Madras.

It is argued that building a num-
ber of lavatories along the shoreline
will deter the people from easing
themselves on the sands. This is not
likely. The fisherfolk are children of
nature and they have been living on
the wide open beaches for genera-
tions. Even a few minutes in an en-
closed space will make them claus-
trophobic. Toilets provided to them
will remain unused.

Since Independence, we have
successfully befouled beyond repair

the two rivers of Chennai, namely

the Cooum and Adyar. Now it is

the turn of the sea in front of our
city.

With oily slush jettisoned by
ships, a shoreline sullied by human
filth, both sea end the adjoining
land will surely become nugatory,
unable to sustain any life whatever
and a perennial source of disease for
all humans living close by. The poli-
ticians who were responsible for
this state of affair cannot help us
out as their priority always appears
to be the Opposition. Public wel-
fare is too trivial for their attention.
The only remedy that comes to my
mind is prayers to God. He will
surely hear and respond by giving
us a ‘Singara Chennai’, the dream
of every citizen.

M. Sethuraman
Chennai 600 088.

Road authorities

y hats off to Ranjitha Ashok

for her ‘a-Musing’ piece
(MM, May 16th) on the sorry state
of roads in Chennai. This state of
affairs prevails in other towns and
cities as well in India.

I recently was told by a friend
who is resident in the US that ev-
ery town and city there has a Road
Authority to whom various depart-
ments have to apply for permission

- for their digging schedule and the

Road Authority, after studying the
request from various angles, allots
a definite period within which the
work of the particular department
making the request must be com-
pleted. The resurfacing of the road
is done only after the various de-
partments complete their respec-
tive work within the allotted time.

Can not various departmental
heads in Chennai have a joint
meeting and thrash out the proce-
dure to avoid waste of labour and
money and inconvenience to the
public? An attempt to establish a
Road Authority as in the US is
worthwhile.

Jitendra Shroff
Pondicherry 605 012.

Dreamer vs. revolutionary

ust some passing thoughts or,

rather, musings. When 1 read
about A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s nomi-
nation for President of India,
thought here is a man who believes
that one should dream and trans-
late that dream into action. I also
recall his view that the nation is
greater than the individual. In this
context, | remember Rabindranath
Tagore's dream for his country.

Where the mind is without fear and
the head is held high

Where knowledge is free

Where the world has not been broken
into fragments

By narrow domestic walls

Where words come out from the depth
of truth

Where tiveless striving stretches its
arms toward perfection

Where the clear stream of reason has
not lost its way

Into the dreary sand of dead habit

Where the mind is led forward by thee

Into ever-widening thought and action

Into that haven of freedom, my Father
let my couniry awake

Then came the news of Lakshmi
Sehgal’s nomination as a Presiden-
tial candidate. I am a great admirer
of Captain Lakshmi as many of my
generation are. During World War
I1, when we were students of Queen
Mary's College, we had to undergo
short courses in First Aid and

Govemment on the Beach Road

Transportatnon Study i (MATSU) at the..behest of the State
‘Hall (opposnte Tnphcane Ranlway Statlon) as part of thclr overall:

opposite the then University Exam H
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In 1996, another traffic survey was conducted at the same loca -
tion by the SRM Engineering College students, as part of ﬂlﬁll"
‘project work, and the figures below are extracted from thelr report.
Th;s was before the MRTS to Luz was comnussmned. .

Hours Heavy _Light | Bus 'Cars ‘Motor- 3’-’-_Am6s Pedal SIow Total -
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R workmg days ina week.

The probablé reasons could be

in order to save nme.
Wuth the commlssmnmg

A companson between the two would.reveal
ﬂ'g Bus mps have come down__ by 30% to 50%
‘o Car trips jor upbymorethantwottmes

o Slowomovmg vehicle t lnps 'have come down: by more than 50% :
o The overall trips have | gone up by 3 times .
Whereas the MATSU report also progected 3 tmpes mcrease in

‘e Opening of a new bridge at Kotturpuram. Some bus trlps mghtﬂ
havebeendwertedthroughthnsnewroute”' S ‘

of MRTsJup;o Luz

Home Nursing apart from Air Raid
practices. Captain Lakshmi came
to our college to conduct these
courses and many of us, while try-
ing to pay attention to her, were so
enthralled by her beauty that we
kept gazing at her. She herself
seemed to be unaware of our atten-
tion.

Shortly afterwards, she left for
Singapore, joined Subhas Bose and
organised the Rani of Jhansi Regi-
ment. We looked forward at one
stage to Subhas Bose coming with
an Army to deliver us from the Brit-
ish and dreamt of hearing the call
‘Delhi chalo’. Lakshmi Sehgal’s au-
tobiography, Autobiography of a
Revolutionary, is a book to be read.
Good to know that at 88 she is
fighting fit and taking care of the
needy.

Anna Varki
Chennai 600 010.

Wimco & East Asiatic
Despite being a cricket fan, I

was a keen follower of football
in Madras in the 1940s (MM, June

Ist). I followed the fortunes of
Wimco in the local league. How-
ever, the team which fought fire
with fire was East Asiatic Com-
pany, a Danish firm from Tondiar-
pet which, under the watchful eyes
of a D'cruz, played positive football
for years. They had their workout
daily at Tondiarpet.

C.K. Subramanian
Vashi 400 705.

PLEASE NOTE

@ All letters for The Editor’s atten-
tion should be addressed to The
Editor, c/o Lokavani Hali-Mark
Press Pvt. Ltd., 62/63, Greames
Road, Chennai 600 006.

@ All business cofrespondence
should be addressed to The
Director, Chennai Heritage, 260-A
TTK Road, Chennai 600 018.

@ Madras Musings does not accept
letters by e-mail.
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Once-famed venue

for the fine arts

(Continued from
last fortnight)

( ;eorge Town, 1 have writ-

ten in these columns earlier,
was the centre of urban life in the
first quarter of the 20th Century.
The Ramanuja koodams, the
Bhajana mandirams, the matams
and the ‘Patnam’ temples were
all venues for music, dance and
theatrical performances. The
YMCA on the Esplanade was
also a venue for such program-
mes. And Gokhale Hall, when it
was built, became the most popu-
lar venue of the lot.

The big names of Carnatic
Music performed in Gokhale
Hall. Noteworthy among these
was Kanchipuram Naina Pillai,
the great star who died while still
young (1934). Accompanying
him was a record number of ac-
companists, nine in all. These
consisted of a vocal accompanist,
a violinist, other side men play-
ing on the mridangam and dholak,
the ghatam, the gettu, the morsing
and the kanjira and, finally, a
konnakkol artiste who specialised
in reciting rhythmic phrases.
None of these side men was in
any way less stellar material and
it was only a forceful personality
like Naina who could keep them
under control. Each song would
take at least half an hour, given
that each artiste on stage had to
be allotted a chance to display his
skills. Many of today’s veterans,
such as D.K. Pattammal, S.T.
Mukta and S. Rajam remember
attending Naina Pillai’s concerts

in the Gokhale Hall.

Naina was a traditionalist and
eschewed even the slightest hint
of Hindustani music in his perfor-
mances. [t was at the Gokhale
Hall that at the end of the main
piece, a voice from the balcony
said “Hindustani, please”, re-
questing Naina to singasongina
light raga. Naina looked up and
asked the offender to identify
himself. “Do you have any knowl-
edge of music?” he thundered and
then promptly went on to render

“ weighty raga after raga.

In 1918, Gokhale Hall was
witness to the first performance
in Madras of Chembai Vaidya-
natha Bhagavatar. He was ac-
companied by three heavy-
weights from the ‘Kaveri belt’,
then the stronghold of Carnatic
music. These were Malaikottai
Govindasamy Pillai, the violinist,
and Pudukottai Dakshinamurthy
Pillai and Kumbakonam
Azhagianambi Pillai, the percus-
sionists. The three considered
Naina in his initial years an up-
start, as he was from outside the

Kaveri belt and decided to offer
Chembai as an alternative. In
time, they were all to become ar-
dent fans of Naina.

The concert of Chembai was
advertised with handbills and
drew huge crowds. His powerful
voice, accentuated by the acous-
tics, attracted passersby and soon
the Hall was filled to overflow-
ing. The organisers closed the
doors, but soon a large and res-
tive crowd outside was demand-
ing to be let in. The organisers
and the gatecrashers finally came
to an agreement. The doors were
thrown open so that those out-
side could stand there and listen
to the music.

Malaikottai Govindasamy
Pillai’s last concert was also at
Gokhale Hall, in 1930. Pillai was
active in raising funds for the
Samadhi of Tyagaraja at Tiru-
vaiyyaru and held a series of con-
certs at Gokhale Hall for this
purpose. Incapacitated by a
stroke, he had to be carried on to
the stage for two performances.
The first was to accompany his
dear friend Naina. The second
one was as accompanist to
Palghat Rama Bhagavatar, an-
other leading singer of his times.
At the end of the second con-
cert, a visibly exhausted Pillai
publicly thanked Rama
Bhagavatar for accepting an in-
vitation from a ‘small man’ such
as himself. The Bhagavatar burst
into tears. Pillai was dead in a few
months.

Maharajapuram Vishwanatha
Iyer, Ariyakkudi Ramanuja
Iyengar, Musiri Subrahmanya
Iyer and Semmangudi Srinivasa
Iyer were also great draws at the
Hall. Vishwanatha Iyer, whose
voice was often recalcitrant,
would take time to warm up.
Once he was in full swing, a
board would be placed outside
the Hall stating “Maharajapuram
in full form”. Fans would line up
to purchase tickets. Musiri
Subrahmanya Iyer was known for
his emotive and slow-paced sing-
ing. Among the songs that he

A cartoon by Mli of a concert in Gokhale Hall.

rendered with great passion was
Theyilai Thottatile, which high-
lighted the plight of bonded

labour in Malaysia, Burma and

Sri Lanka. Gokhale Hall audi-

ences would wait for this song,
invariably sung towards the end
of the concert, and there would
not be a dry eye in the place.
Another song that Musiri made
famous here was Tiruvadi Cha-
ranam, a song composed by
Gopalakrishna Bharati as part of
his opera Nandan Charitiram,
which is about a devotee of low
caste aspiring to see the Lord at
Chidambaram. This contains the
line, tallal aagaadu (do not push)
and was used to good effect by

wags when the narrow exit was
blocked by patrons trying to get
out after Musiri’s performances.
So great was the crowd for one
Semmangudi concert that when
he himself arrived, the watch-
man sternly turned him out say-
ing the Hall was full and there
was no space! The latter day
Trinity of Carnatic Music, M.S.
Subbulakshmi, D.K. Pattammal
and M.L. Vasanthakumari, also
performed here regularly.

Such was the fame of the Hall
as a venue for music programmes
that as a young and aspiring ar-
tiste, Kunnakkudi Vaidya-
nathan, newly arrived in Madras,
walked into the Hall one day and
requested its office bearers to
give him a chance to perform
there. They explained that they
merely rented out the Hall to
various sabhas! He was to re-
member this much later when a
documentary was made about
him.

Kalki Krishnamurthy, the cel-
ebrated writer, was a regular at
these programmes and his
reviews, appearing under the
nom de plume ‘Karnatakam’ in
Ananda Vikatan, could make or
break an artiste’s reputation.
Filled with pungent wit they may
have been, but they also dis-
played his deep knowledge of the
subject. Kalki, an ardent lover of
Tamil, began to lament the

The builder of Gokhale Hall -
Annie Besant — remembered in the
building.

emphasis given to singing songs
in Telugu and Sanskrit. C.N.
Annadurai, later to become the
Chief Minister of the State, also
wrote in the 1930s of how he
used to patiently listen to Naina
Pillai singing song after song in
Telugu, just to have the pleasure
of hearing him sing a Tirupppu-
gazh at the end. Slowly a move-
ment to bring Tamil composi-
tions to the fore gained momen-
tum and Gokhale Hall became
the venue for these Tamizh Isai
concerts. Kalki's close friend T.
Sadasivam and his wife M.S.
Subbulakshmi joined the move-
ment and this gave it a major fil-
lip. The powerful Justice Party
also threw its weight behind the
movement and many of its lead-

ers, such as Sir K. Ramunni-

Menon, Raja Sir Annamalai
Chettiar, Sir Pitty Tyagaraya
Chetty, and the Mudaliar twins
championed the cause from the

Gokhale Hall.

The movement predictably
got divided on casteist lines and
soon a ‘Songs in all Languages’
lobby sprang up, with people like
Justice T.L. Venkatarama Iyer,
Parur Sundaram lyer the violin-
ist, Ariyakkudi Ramanuja
Iyengar the vocalist and M.S.
Ramaswamy lyer the musicolo-
gist firing broadsides at the
Tamizh Isai group. Their citadel
was the Music Academy, then
functioning from the Rasika
Ranjani Sabha, Mylapore.

In 1941, a Tamizh Isai Con-
ference was held in Chidamba-
ram, under the auspices of Anna-
malai University, and a resolu-
tion was passed demanding that
henceforth concerts in Madras
Presidency should feature Tamil
songs only. This was hotly de-
bated and The Hindu firmly
placed itself on the side of the
‘Songs in all Languages’ lobby.
Both sides began a correspon-
dence war in the pages of The
Hindu. Artistes such as M.M.
Dandapani Desigar, T.N. Swa-
minatha Pillai and M.S. Subbu-
lakshmi gave performances only
in Tamil at the Gokhale Hall, as
fund raisers for the newly formed
Tamizh Isai Sangam. Not long

(Continued on page 6)

Slow boat to

o many Anglo-Indians of

Madras, the very mention of
Covelong conjures up nostalgic
memories of an fun-filled boat
journey, a fervour-soaked ten-
day feast and a church of
miracles on the coast of Coro-
mandel.

Till the 1950s , the only con-
veyance from Madras to the an-
nual feast of the Church of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, Cove-
long, 10 miles away, was by small
boats that plied from Lattice
Bridge, Adyar, to the Church.
These boats were pulled by men
using two ropes attached to ei-
ther side — they ran along the
banks of the narrow river. If luck
was with them and the wind was
in their favour, then the sails
would be raised.

Boats varied from one ton to
six ton vessels, the latter
accomodating large families of
devotees.

Back in the 1930s, people
would engage horse-drawn jutkas
for only two or three rupees in
different parts of the city to reach
Lattice Bridge.

The Dubiers were one of the
many familes that took a very
keen interest in the Covelong
Church feast. Anthony and
Beatrice Dubier were acclaimed
professional musicians, Anthony
playing the violin and Beatrice
the piano, violin and organ —
she was a respected music
instructress in Madras schools.
Apart from this, both Beatrice
and Anthony played ‘live’ for the
silent Hollywood movies during

the matinee and evening shows
at the Elphinstone and Casino.

Anthony, Beatrice and their
five daughters and three sons
would start preparing at least a

month earlier for the feast. An--

thony would go to the Adyar

One of the ‘car’ proc

: R B o
John D’ Monte's statue in Covelong.

he Church was founded by
the Rev. Fr. Carmeletta
between 1770 and 1780. He died

before its completion.

The man who built the church

At that time, John D’Monte, a
devout Portuguese Christian
merchant of Madras, lived with
his family on the coast of Coro-
mandel. Due to the sudden death
of his son, Christopher, his wife
became mentally unstable. She
used to constantly wander off
onto the beach but always ended
up at the incomplete Covelong

Chapel.

It is at this time, legend has it,
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
appeared to John D’Monte and
promised to cure his wife if he
completed the building. This he
did gladly. The church was com-
pleted in 1808 and his wife
became stable after that.

a feast

Church of our Lady of Mount Carmel in Covelong.
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essions in Covelong.
river to engage a boat well in ad-
vance and Beatrice would
organise the packing of rations
such as rice, oil, wheat flour,
sugar, masalas, coffee, tea,
cheese, etc. for the ten-day-long
stay.

The best hurricane lamps
would be wiped clean and filled

with kerosene, their wicks
trimmed to perfection. Even cer-
tain favourite furniture like fold-
ing cots and easy-chairs would be
polished and kept ready for the
trip. New clothes would be
stitched for the feast so that ev-
eryone could attend the daily
mass and evening processions
looking their very best.

Besides the extended Dubier
family — Anthony’s numerous
cousins, uncles and aunts —
other Anglo-Indian families who
faithfully made the trip were the
Nettos, Jeremiahs, Collins,
Suares, Fallons, Florys, Loverys
and Palmans to name but a few.

Most families would leave
their homes by jutkas and bul-
lock-carts at four in the morning
so as to board their boats by
seven. Apart from the food ra-
tions, cooking utensils, furniture,
guitars, violins and organs, some
even brought along thier pet
dogs, parrots and mynahs for
good measure!

The boats would start to ar-
rive one by one at Covelong
beach by four in the evening.
Most of the families would head
for the nearby Feast Bungalow to
check in and settle in for the
night. The Feast Bungalow later
on became a Cheshire Home for
the aged. Some would occupy
classrooms at the small school in
the Church compound, after get-
ting permission from the Parish
priest.

The feast is always celebrated
on the following Friday, Saturday
and Sunday after 16th July, un-
less 16th July is itself a Saturday
or Sunday.

The duration of the feast is 10
days, including the days of hoist-
ing and lowering of the flag.

Example:

13th July, Friday — Flag Hoist-
ing.
16th July, Monday — The ac-
tual feast of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel. |

20th July, Friday — Eucharis-
tic Procession.

21st July, Saturday - ‘Car’
Procession.

22nd July, Sunday — Feast day
and Lowering of the Flag.

" Sailing back from Covelong.

et 73'14«'{.:4 [

Masses were held every morn-
ing. Beatrice would play the or-
gan while Anthony accompanied
her on his violin for the service.

After lunch, the youngsters
would go down to the sea for a
dip and play on the beach.

Every evening, there would be
a grand colourful procession,
with Qur Lady of Mount Carmel
in her well-decorated ‘car’.
Petromax gas lamps provided the
required light and everyone was
well turned out, especially the
little Anglo-Indian gitls in their
lovely frocks. Hymns would be
sung by all the women in front,
accompanied by the splendid
voices of Eric Netto and Selwyn
Dubier, Richard Suares’ heavy
bass voice and the strains of the
Dubiers’ violins.

Leading the procession were
‘cars’ with the statues of St.
Michael, St. Aloysius, St. An-
thony, St. Joseph and Jesus.
These heavy and decorated ‘cars’
were carried by the village
fisherfolk of Coverlong, most of

On a slow boat to Covelong for ten days
s
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them Hindus, but believers in
Our Lady. The cars were taken
around the village on Saturday
night and Sunday moming, end-
ing with blessings from the Par-
ish priest.

After the procession is over
there would usually be a bit of
sing-song and dancing.

Even today, Covelong is a
small and peaceful fishing ham-
let. It is now called Kovalam, and
was then under the rule of the
Dutch, the French and later the
British.

Like all good things in life, the
ten-day long feast would eventu-
ally come to an end. The flag,
beautifully embossed with the
image of Qur Lady, would be
lowered, folded and handed over
to the Parish priest, to be used
again the following year.

After saying their prayers to
Qur Lady and goodbyes to one
another, the families would
board their respective boats and
depart. (Text and pictures cour-

tesy: Anglos in the Wind.)

Road, CHENNAI-600 006.
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The thoughts of

Abdul Kalam

have three visions for India.

In 3000 years of our history,
people from all over the world
have come and invaded us, cap-
tured our lands, conquered our
minds. Yet we have not done
this to any other nation. We
have not conquered anyone.
We have not grabbed their
land, their culture, and their
history and tried to enforce our
way of life on them. Why?
Because we respect the freedom
of others. That is why my first
vision is that of FREEDOM.

My second vision for India is
DEVELOPMENT. For fifty
years we have been a develop-
ing nation. It is time we see our-
selves as a developed nation.
We are among top five nations
of the world in terms of GDP.
We have 10 per cent growth
rate in most areas. Our poverty
levels are falling. Our achieve-
ments are being globally
recognised today. Yet we lack
the self-confidence to see our-
selves as a developed nation,
self-reliant and self-assured.

I have a third vision. India
must stand up to the world. Be-
cause I believe that unless India
stands up to the world, no one

* o You might or might not
* agree with the choice of
‘this  scientist  for
President of India, but
there is no gainsaying that
_his homespun wisdom is
~proving inspirational to
the young and is almost a
 Gandhian call to the
_nation. Madras Musingsis
_ therefore happy to publish
“these views of the Man
‘from Rameswaram sent in
by a reader.

will respect us. Only strength
respects strength. We must be
strong not only as a military
power but also as an economic
power. Both must go hand-in-
hand.

* * *

Why is the media here so
negative! Why are we in India
so embarrassed to recognise our
strengths, our achievements?
We are such a great nation. We
have so many amazing success
stories, but we refuse to ac-
knowledge them. Why? We are
first in milk production. We are

number one in remote sensing
satellites. We are the second
largest producer of wheat. We
are the second largest producer
of rice. There are millions of
achievements, but our media is

only obsessed with the bad news.

and failures and disasters.

I was in Tel Aviv once and
was reading an Israeli newspa-
per. It was the day after a lot of
attacks and bombardments and
deaths had taken place. The
Hamas had struck. But thie front
page of the newspaper had the
picture of an Israeli who in five
years had transformed his desert
land into an orchard and a gra-
nary. It was this inspiring pic-
ture that everyone woke up to.
The gory details of killings,
bombardments, deaths were in-
side in the newspaper, buried
among other news. In India we
only read about death, sickness,
terrorism, crime. Why are we so
negative!

Another question: Why are
we as a nation so obsessed with
foreign things? Why this obses-
sion with everything imported?
Do we not realise that self-re-
spect comes with self-reliance?
I was in Hyderabad giving a lec-

VENUE FOR THE FINE ARTS

(Continued from page 4)

afterwards, with the powerful
support given by Raja Sir Anna-
malai Chettiar, the Sangam
moved into its own home, the
Annamalai Manram, also in
George Town. The two lobbies
studiously avoided attending
programmes at each other’s
venues.

With the departure of the
Sangam, the Gokhale Hall
gradually began losing its posi-
tion of eminence in Carnatic
music concerts. The Annamalai
Manram was more easily acces-
sible and had a larger seating ca-
pacity and better interiors.
George Town was also fast be-
coming a commercial centre
and most of the patrons of mu-
sic had moved to south Madrsas.

The peregrinating Indian
Fine Arts Society held its an-
nual conference for about fif-
teen years in the Hall, till the
mid-1950s. But performances
on a regular basis had stopped,
though programmes were held
occasionally till the late Sixties
and early Seventies. There was
a brief revival in October 1964,

is on holiday. His column will be
resumed on his retumn.

when the YMIA and the Hall
celebrated their Golden Jubilee.
Held under Sir C.P.’s supervi-
sion, the festivities were inaugu-
rated by the then President of
India, Dr. Zakir Hussain, and
the Governor of Madras, Jaya-
chamaraja Wodeyar. The noted
nagaswara artiste Veerusamy
Pillai gave a performance on the
occasion. For many years, it was
customary for Kalakshetra o
hold its dance performances
here, especially on the birthday
of Dr. Annie Besant. Rukmini
Arundale herself served as
President of the YMIA after Sir
C.P. Ramaswami lIyer passed
away.

Today it is all silence. Gone
are the thronging audiences,
the performing artistes and the
powerful patrons. Doves and

pigeons give trapeze perfor-
mances under the dome. The
wooden seats have gone. A part
of the Hall has been cordoned
off to accommodate the gymna-
sium, which was moved to the
ground floor when the first floor
showed signs of structural weak-
ness. The library is used more as
a reading room for the daily
newspapers and not for the old
classics, which are entombed in
glass cases. A restaurant func-
tions in place of the old can-
teen. Dr. Annie Besant’s statue
gazes out on to the street, as
though yearning for today’s
young men to walk in and
restore the Hall to its former

glory.
(Concluded)

V. Sriram
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June 22: For the third year in suc-
cession, the Alliance Francaise
de Madras celebrates music day
with an instrumental music com-

"petition open to persons aged
14-20 years. The categories are:
solo (Western/Indian classical)
and groups of 5 maximum (any
kind of music) (at the Alliance

Francaise auditorium, 6.30
p.m.).

June 25 - July 5: ‘Bombay Lite’, a
group exhibition of paintings by
Anand Panchai, Dutta Bansode,
Sujatha Achrekar, Sunil Padwal
and Surendra Jagtap (at Appa
Rao Galleries).

July 6-15: A solo exhibition of
Suresh Jayaram's paintings (at
Appa Rao Galleries).

July 16-31: A solo exhibition of
Sisir Sahana's glass reliefs (at
Appa Rao Galleries).

ture, when a 14-years-old girl
asked me for my autograph. I
asked her what her goal in life
was. She replied, “I want to live
in a developed India”. For her,
you and I must build a devel-
oped India. You must proclaim,
India is not an underdeveloped
nation but a highly developed
one.

* * *®

YOU say that our govern-
ment is inefficient. YOU say
that our laws are too old. YOU
say that the municipality does
not pick up the garbage. YOU
say that the phones don't work,
the railways are a joke, the air-
line is the worst in the world,
and mails never reach their des-
tination. YOU say that our
country has been fed to the dogs
and is the absolute pits. YOU
say, say and say. What do YOU
do about it?

Yet in Singapore you don’t
throw cigarette butts on the
roads or eat in the stores. YOU
are as proud of their under-
ground links. You pay $5
(approx. Rs. 100) to drive
through Orchard Road between
5 PM and 8 PM. YOU come
back to the parking lot to punch
your parking ticket, if you have
overstayed in a restaurant or a
shopping mall, irrespective of
your status. In Singapore you
don’t say anything, DO YOU!?
YOU wouldn’t dare to eat in
public during Ramadan in
Dubai. YOU would not dare to
go out without your head cov-
ered in Jeddah. YOU would not
dare to buy an employee of the
telephone exchange in London
at 10 pounds (Rs. 650) a month
to “see to it that my STD and
ISD calls are billed to someone
else”. YOU would not dare to
speed beyond 55 mph (88
kmph) in Washington and then
tell the traffic cop, “Do you
know who I am. I am so and so’s
son. Take your two bucks and
get lost.” YOU wouldn't chuck
an empty coconut shell any-
where other than in the garbage
pail on the beaches in Australia
and New Zealand.

Why don’t YOU spit paan on
the streets of Tokyo? Why don’t
YOU use examination jockeys
or buy fake certificates in Bos-
ton? We are still talking of the
same YOU. YOU who can re-
spect and conform to a foreign
system in other countries but
cannot in your own. You who
will throw papers and cigarettes
on the road the moment you
touch Indian ground. You can
be an involved and appreciative
citizen in an alien country. Why
cannot you be the same here in
India?

Once in an interview, the fa-
mous ex-municipal commis-
sioner of Bombay, Mr. Tinaikar,
had a point to make. “Rich
people’s dogs are walked on the
streets to leave their affluent
droppings all over the place,” he
said. “And then the same
people turn around to criticise

A.P.J. Abdil Kalam

and blame the authorities for
inefficiency and dirty pave-
ments. What do they expect the
officers to do? Go down with a
broom every time their dog feels
the pressure in his bowels? In
America, every dog owner has
to clean up after his pet has
done the job. The same in
Japan. Will the Indian citizen
do that here?” He's right.

We go to the polls to choose
a government and after that for-
feit all responsibility. We sit
back wanting to be pampered
and expect the government to
do everything for us whilst our
contribution is totally negative.
We expect the government to
clean up, but we are not going
to stop chucking garbage all
over the place nor are we going
to stop to pick up a stray piece
of paper and throw it in the bin.
We expect the railways to pro-
vide clean bathrooms, but we
are not going to learn the proper
use of bathrooms. We want
Indian Airlines and Air India to
provide the best of food and toi-
letries, but we are not going to
stop pilfering at the first oppor-
tunity.

When it comes to burning
social issues like those related to
women, dowry, girl child and
others, we make loud drawing
room protestations and con-
tinue to do the reverse at home.
Our excuse! “It’s the whole
system which has to change.
How will it matter if I alone
forego my sons’ rights to a
dowry?” So who’s going to
change the system? What does
a system consist of? Very con-
veniently for us it consists of our
neighbours, other households,
other cities, other communities
and the government. But defi-
nitely not me and YOU. When
it comes to us to actually mak-
ing a positive contribution to
the system, we lock ourselves
along with our families into a
safe cocoon and look into the
distance at countries far away
and wait for a Mr. Clean to
come along and work miracles
for us with a majestic sweep of
his hand. Or we leave the coun-
try and run away. Like lazy cow-
ards hounded by our fears we
run to America to bask in their
glory and praise their system.

Dear Indians, I echo J.F.
Kennedy’s words to his fellow
Americans (and adapt them in
the Indian context): “Ask what
we can do for India and do
what has to be done to make
India what America and other
Western countries are today”.

b i e
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Indian star in

astrophysics

he grew up in India and

Singapore. In addition to
her mother tongue Tamil, she
speaks English, “some French”
and some “mildly butchered
Hindi”. While she has sung
Carnatic music from the age of
nine, learning from, among oth-
ers, T.N. Seshagopalan, Neyveli
Santhanagopalan and Mumbai
teacher Sulochana Nagarajan,
she has also been part of the
Cornell University Chorus —
predominantly Western classi-
cal — and the Class Notes, a co-
ed jazz a cappella (without in-
struments) group. She contin-
ues to enjoy singing blues, jazz
and rock music.

She loves the outdoors, and
enjoys hiking, swimming, camp-
ing and backpacking. She has
been to the bottom of the
Grand Canyon, surely the most
beautiful and sacred place on
the earth; to Mt. Elbert in Colo-
rado and the Ladakh plateau in
the Himalaya; she has swum in
the Dead Sea (“visually beauti-
ful, but not the best olfactory
experience, especially if ammo-
nia and uric acids are not your
favourite skin flavours”). A
Thai Chi student, who can kick
and punch, she's a Jackie Chan
and Michelle Yeoh enthusiast.

Her home page has an illus-
tration from Antoine de Saint
Exupery's ‘Little Prince’ and ex-
cerpts from a conversation be-
tween Fermi and Majorana. She
quotes astrophysicist S. Chan-
drasekhar and French renais-
sance thinker Montaigne. “I am
a huge Tolkien fan, although I
came to it relatively late (only
two years ago). The recent
movie is absolutely wonderful,
although nothing can beat the
magic of books,” this excep-
tional 30-year-old tells me.

Meet Dr. Aparna Venkate-
san, recent winner of the U.S.
National Science Foundation
Astronomy and Astrophysics
Postdoctoral Fellowship, and
postdoctoral researcher in the
Center for Astrophysics and
Space Astronomy and the De-
partment of Astrophysical and
Planetary Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Colorado at Boulder,
Colorado, as patt of the Interga-
lactic Medium research group
there.

Aparna’s was a precious tal-
ent for astronomy. Her ‘Madrasi’
parents — S.V. Venkatesan, a
senior Essar group executive in
corporate finance, and Malathi
Venkatesan, a social worker
dedicated to kidney research
and organ donation, actively in-
volved with the TamilNad Kid-
ney Research Foundation
(TANKER) — discovered her
“unwavering passion” for the
subject when she was barely
eight.

Dr. Apama Venkatesan.

Her father’s work took
Aparna to Singapore where she
had her early education. Later,
after being ICSE topper at
Bombay Scottish School and
junior college at Ruparel,
Bombay, Aparna went to Cor-
nell University to study under-
graduate astronomy. Graduat-
ing with distinction after four
years there on a full scholarship,
Aparna received the Farr Fel-
lowship at the University of
Chicago, where she obtained a
doctorate in astronomy and as-
trophysics in March 2000.

As part of her Ph.D. thesis,
Aparna “examined the reionisa-
tion of the universe by the first
stars, and its relationship to es-
timating cosmological param-
eters”. At Cornell University,

I o by V.Ramnarayan ‘

she had analysed data from the
Magellan mission to Venus, and
created a unique image data-
base of features on the Venu-
sian surface. According to the
researcher, “the presence of
stellar remnants, which may
contribute to dark matter today,
could provide another indica-
tion of early generations of stars.
We have had some exciting re-
sults from various lensing ex-
periments over the last several
years, which have successfully
detected dark objects, most
likely in the galactic halo,
through the gravitational
microlensing of stars in the Ma-

. gellanic clouds”.

In recent years, however,
Aparna's work has leaned to-
wards theoretical astrophysics,
dealing with a variety of prob-
lems in cosmology, particularly
the formation epochs and
effects of the first stars in the
universe.

The National Science Foun-
dation award supports research-
ers for upto three years, the sub-
stantial fellowship that goes
with it allowing the post-doc re-
searcher to choose her institu-
tion or national facility. The

programme is meant to recog-
nise “young investigators of sig-
nificant potential” and help es-
tablish them in position of lead-
ership in the community.

“] was very influenced by the
book and TV series Cosmos by
Carl Sagan, who was at Cornell
University till his death in 1996,
and whom I met and talked to
several times. I was also posi-
tively influenced as a teenager
by the shows, lectures and dem-
onstrations at the Nehru Plan-
etarium in Mumbai,” Aparna
told Madras Musings.

Recently, Aparna was se-
lected with full financial sup-
port as a member of the US del-
egation to an International
Conference on Women in
Physics held at the UNESCO
headquarters in Paris. Orga-
nised by the International
Union of Pure and Applied
Physics, the three-day confer-
ence was timed to coincide with
International Women’s Day on
March 8th. The main theme
discussed was the worldwide
under-representation of women
in Physics.

The conference threw up
some socio-statistical surprises.
For instance, Scandinavia has
one of the lowest female Phys-
ics Ph.D. rates. India is one of
several countries with large un-
dergraduate enrolments of
women in Physics, roughly
equal to the number of men in
Physics students through the
M.Sc level. Iran has the highest
percentage of female college-
level enrolment in Physics,
whereas Sweden is almost last in
the world. “In several develop-
ing nations, women were free to
use their maiden name on their
publications but, surprisingly, in
a country like Belgium, women
physicists are required to use
their husbands’ last names on
their publications.” It was also
found that developing nations
often led developed ones in pro-

viding flexible working hours -

and state support for couples
trying to balance the needs of
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ur OLD and the

NEW this fortnight take quite a different focus.

S. ANVAR's pictures are of the the giant Azhi Thér of Tiruarur, believed to
be the biggest religious chariot in India, if not in the world. The chariot, now
taken out during the annual Thyagaraja Temple

THE

Chiththirai Festival in Ti
iththirai Festival in Tiruvarur every - & THE

April-May, is not the ancient thér o

OLD... lecend but was built in the 1970s with

some technical inputs from BHEL,

Tiruchi. That's the chariot featured in our OLD. Our NEW shows that even
more modem inputs are needed to help the chariot round comers. But that's
India today — where the OLD and the NEW co-exist everywhere, even on
religious occasions.

family and career. (More details
may be had. from http://
www.if.ufrgs.br/~barbosa/
conference.html).

Asked to name the people
who have encouraged her most
in her career path, Aparna says:
“l am deeply grateful to my par-
ents and my husband, John
Rueppel, for their uncondi-
tional and unwavering sup-
port... My parents are simply the
most inspiring people I know...
My husband has a B.A. in
English from Cornell University
and an M.Ed in Education from
Loyola College; he taught in
Montessori schools for several

years. He is currently writing a
historical novel set in India
about 450 years ago.”

Aparna Venkatesan belongs
to an elite community of Indian
women scientists and scholars
blazing a trail of excellence in
India and abroad. The blend of
an Indian upbringing — tradi-
tional yet placing no curb on a
girl's freedom to pursue her in-
terests, academic or otherwise
— and the tremendous oppor-
tunities education in the West
affords could often be heady.
The all-round achievements of
Aparna Venkatesan are a shin-
ning example.

"MRTS has much

(Continued from page I )

Clearance Board. A major
portion of the land needed for fu-
ture construction is individually
owned and that is where we will
be requiring a lot of cooperation
from the state government and
the public.

How is the rail-road co-ordina-
tion?

I would like to re-emphasise
that the project is moving at the
speed in which it should. More-
over, the project needs a lot of
investment to be processed and
this could possibly delay action.
Unlike many other cities,
Chennai is one city where there
is excellent bus connectivity.
Train commutation is a second
preference here. The tariff be-
tween the bus and train is com-
petitive and there is a natural
preference for the buses.

Usage of trains has gone up
only after the bus rate hike re-
cently. Earlier, trains with more
than eight cars used to be run
with very little traffic at 30 min-
utes’ interval. Now, trains with
less cars run to a nearly full ca-
pacity at an interval of 10 min-
utes during the peak hours and
atan interval of 20 minuies dur-
ing the non-peak hours

MRTS is in a position to
proudly say that we are ready to
handle any amount of traffic in
future. We have also ap-
proached the state government
to rationalise bus services so
that more patronage can be
brought for the trains.

What is the selling point to
commute through trains?

First of all, people will realise
the problems of travelling long
distances by road. This will

to offer

make them automatically
towards ‘train commutation.
Secondly, ‘electrified train ser-
vices cause no pollution and
there are no traffic jams. This
helps for speedier travel as also
for better managing the road
traffic. Moreover, the fare dif-
ference between train and bus
has thinned down.

The future course of construc-
tion...

Well, once the third phase of
construction starts, we areintoa
major advancementin construc-
tion. The Highways Department
is planning to construct by-pass
roadsin the areas through which
the MRTS lines are likely to
cross. The route for the MRTS
will be along the roads and will
be supported by the pillarson the
median of the road. (Courtesy:
Industrial Economist)
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“Time to set right

this malady

Tamil Nadu was knocked
“out in the Ranji Quarter-
final in February 2002. No
sooner this happened, there was
a rush to complete the First Di-
vision and other league
matches. At the moment of
writing, the First Division
champions have not been an-
nounced, despite the fact that
their tournament was over in
late March. It is said that cham-
pions will be decided after a
round robin tournament. But
there’s no sign of this.

It is sad that the Tamil Nadu
Cricket Association match fix-

tures committee arranges such -

a curious schedule. What's the
point of holding matches after
the fortunes of the State team
are over! There is no motiva-
tion for the players to play for
something higher.

We had some consistent fail-
ures in the State’s Ranji squad.
However, there seemed to be no
replacements for these ‘passen-
gers' in the squad as there was
no yardstick, such as First Divi-
sion matches, to select players
in form as replacements. When
the league matches were re-
sumed, we saw some fine perfor-
mances from a young player like
R.C. Vasantha Kumar, who
slammed a brilliant 204 for In-
dia Pistons and followed it up
with scores of 94, 47 and 40 in
the subsequent matches before
the curtain came down of the
First Division. Then there was
the promising Anand George
who scored 71 and a few other
scores above 50. Another bats-
man, Jesubabu Honeyman,
struck a couple of excellent
knocks, including centuries, be-
fore and after the Ranji season.

Left-arm spinner Vidyut
Sivaramakrishnan came up

with some fine bowling and bat-
ting performances which went
unnoticed. Worse, some uni-
versity tournaments were held
in March and Vidyut was one of
the star players along with J.
Harish. It's sad that matches
should be deferred to the
unplayable month of March,
when the heat literally saps the
energy of the players.

Worse still, lower division
matches often continue till mid-
June, when the next season
commences. What a pity, espe-
cially for the young players, who
have to take their public (Tenth
Standard and Twelfth Stan-
dard) and (college) semester
examinations. Study holidays
hamper their participation in
the matches, nor can they af-
ford to neglect their studies,
given the uncertainties of the
game on and off the field.

The ideal way to arrange
league fixtures would be to play
most of the matches before the
Buchi Babu tournament in Au-
gust. This will provide the Se-
lectors with wide options and a
variety of choice while picking
teams. Even the lower division
games could throw up a few
promising youngsters for the
Under-14, Under-16 and Un-
der-19 sides which are chosen
in September. These teams
should not be reserved for First
Division players alone. As most
of the lower division matches
are one-day affairs, they can be
rushed through July itself on
weekdays, if clubs agree.

This takes us to another vi-
tal question: Why should play-
ers from other states be asked to
represent First Division teams?
There is no need for a Vikram
Rathour or a Dinesh Mongia or
an Anandapadmanabhan to im-

prove the quality of cricket in
the State. A player like Rahul
Dravid has enough clubs to rep-
resent in his native Karnataka.
Will this trend lead to MRF get-
ting Sachin Tendulkar to play
for Globe Trotters?

Tamil Nadu is the State in
the country that recruits the
largest number of players from
other States.

Yet there was strong opposi-
tion to a Tamil Nadu player,
M. Anand whom MRF trans-
ferred to its Kerala office, turn-
ing out for Kerala a few seasons
ago. And the protest was led by
no less than a Tamil Nadu ‘ben-
eficiary’.

I recall in the Sixties when
Karnataka players like Najam
Hussein and K.R. Rajagopal
were recruited by a particular
company which ran a top team,
these players represented Ma-
dras in the Ranji Trophy games.
India’s new pace discovery,
Tinu Yohannan, is basking in
the hospitality of Tamil Nadu,
but chooses to play for his home
State, Kerala.

If this ostrich-like policy is
followed by Tamil Nadu cricket
administrators, the day will
come when the State side may
not even qualify for the later
rounds of Ranji Trophy compe-
tition and may even find it diffi-
cult to come up with a single
player for national selection.
Talented youngsters would pre-
fer to concentrate on profes-
sional careers rather than wait
in vain to be selected for State
sides. Already, there is a lot of
disenchantment among the 16-
and 17-year olds and many are
‘hanging up their boots’.
(Courtesy: Straight Bat)

Bhaskeran Thomas

'.Why can t Tamﬂ Nadu liave two
‘teams — one from Chennax and

'Pondlchem,' could be formed

v has ,;more opnons*,
m- ‘ets for the national side. Why
. A should our boys go to ‘distant

’_:_;States to find playing slots: and
~»be 1gnored in ahen surround-

;mgs’

‘view. Why dont thev forget
“about clubs and concentrate on.
; in  cricket in the State? After all
, _Coxmbatore or. Madurax A thxrd

team for the Union Territory of -

V’anqthvel.-l for Tamnl:Nadu thh‘

0a, Jammu and Kash—
dl;Hlmachal Pradesh o

‘choosing’ play»‘

Iam sure there wxll be many

in the TNCA who wﬁl share this.

that should be their. mlssmn'
(Courtesy Stralght Bat)
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HERITAGE RULES DRAFTED

(Continued from page 1)

July 15th to enable regulations
agreed on by all present be rep-
resented to the CMDA for cir-
culation before incorparation in
the Development Control
Rules. He stated that the
Chennai Regulations drew from
the national recommendations
as well as from pioneering
Bombay and Hyderabad regula-
tions and hoped that the
CMDA-convened Heritage
Committee would find that they
were even more comprehensive
than the earlier efforts else-
where.

The Regulations, which
envisage a permanent Heritage
Committee with wide institu-
tional representation, classify
186 buildings in three catego-
ries as an initial measure, but
state these can be added to after
due process, in time. Most of
the buildings and natural bodies

listed may be described as being
in the ‘public and private insti-
tutions’ domain'. Once ‘Trans-
fer of Development Rights' rules
are incorporated — and they
will apply to public institutions
too — more private buildings
are expected to be listed and
classified.

Editor’'s Note: Madras
Musings welcomes the news that
Heritage Regulations to be
incorporated in the Develop-
ment Control Rules for
Chennai have at long last been
drafted and that the CMDA is
earnest about the incorpora-
tion. We trust that this will be
before the end of this year and
that thereafter all those con-
cerned with heritage preserva-
tion and conservation can get
around to focussing again on
getting an Act passed for the
whole State — which is where
this exercise began about three
years ago.
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