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My God! Is this real life or ‘reel
life?

Once Upon
A Time

What's happening to the movie
moghuls from the land far, far
away’

Over the past few months,
Chennai has been assailed by
hobbits, good wizards, bad war-
locks, elves, schools of magic,
knight errants from distant gal-
axies who appear to think noth-
ing of hopping from one star to
the other, and even by a gentle-
man who has had the doubtful
felicity of being bitten by a cer-
tain member of the insect com-
munity, leading him to develop-
ing sticky fingers... literally.

The ‘English’ movie world is on a
roller-coaster ride into fantasy
land, a process which also has
the rather gratifying side-effect of
making oodles of money.

The movie-world, always per-
ceived as hard-bitten and cynical,
is going dreamy and soft. It is like
a whole bunch of people in
closed rooms decided: “Away
with gun-toting violence pep-
pered with both Eastern fighting
techniques and an occasional
dash of Eastern wisdom, the
sometimes schmaltzy feel-good
comedies or true-life disasters.”

The cry went out: “Let’s think
Never-Never Land”.

It’s fascinating watching the ac-
tual process of a developing
trend.

Adults the worldover are tired and
frightened, overwhelmed by the
dark, disappointing world they
helped create. They now want to
return to a more innocent time,
where evil was easily defined and
solutions were simple. They
want magic to come back.

A sign of the times we live in?

Ranjitha Ashok

A heritage lesson for

us

— The Mumbai
example

Failed experiments at restor-
ing the magnificent Gate-
way of India and the Gothic
splendour of the CST (Victoria)
Terminus have had an unlikely
effect: the State has finally
woken up to the need to correct
the slap-dash techniques used
by government agencies to
maintain finely crafted heritage
buildings in the metropolis.

The Mumbai Metropolitan
Regional Development Author-
ity (MMRDA) has initiated
plans to teach conservation
techniques to about 30 engi-
neers from the BMC, PWD and
Mumbai Port Trust, who will
oversee the work in the 660-odd
heritage buildings and precincts
on which repairs are carried out
periodically.

The MMRDA has requested
the Delhi School of Planning
and Architecture to devise a
month-long syllabus which
would involve practical training
along with visits to sites.

While the School has sub-
mitted a proposal for Rs.25
lakh, the Authority feels it is too
expensive to spend approxi-
mately Rs.1 lakh per engineer
considering all of them have
transferrable jobs.

S.P. Pendarkar, Secretary of
MMRDA's Heritage Commit-
tee, said, “We have therefore
asked the School for a revised
proposal to present to the com-
mittee. As to the question of
transfers, we are trying to find a
via media, so that the officials
remain in the posting for some
time and use the knowledge to
preserve heritage sites.”

Heritage lovers have wel-
comed the plans, which they say
were long overdue. According
to conservationist Abha Narain
Lambah, engineers/contractors
are currently unaware of tech-
niques to use for repairs on
Mumbai's historic architecture

(Continued on page 6)
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The tree of life... and this intricate ink drawing truly reflects the theme of the exhibition now on at Manasthala, ‘Trees

in our Lives'. (Also see Page 6.)

Heritage for the tourist

joasthan’s heritage is in-
eed the main attraction
for foreign visitors today. But till
recently, heritage was the poor
end of the hospitality industry.
The term ‘heritage tourism’ was
used to describe hotels that had
inadequate facilities. Today,
there’s a total makeover — heri-
tage hotels are laying down the
highest standards in the hospi-
tality sector, especially in
Rajasthan. Heritage has given
Rajasthan its USP. Heritage
doesn’t mean only old palaces
and havelis; it also means natu-
ral heritage. This, too, Rajas-
than has in plenty.

Today, the return on invest-
ment as far as heritage is con-
cerned is a lot more than what
you can expect from a non-heri-
tage hotel. This is because the
cost of production in a heritage
hotel is far less than in a non-

heritage one. Just the construc-

tion costs entail huge capital
investment, whereas in heritage
hotels, building infrastructure is
already there.

Most of the heritage tourists

By Arvind Singh Mewar

(HRH group of hotels, Udaipur)

in Rajasthan are upmarket
tourists. Earlier, when the state
was marketed, no specific
audience was targeted. But now,
with the development of a huge
number of heritage hotels -
many of them converted palaces
and even hunting lodges — the
message is clear: Rajasthan has
made a mark as an upmarket
destination. But the budget trav-
eller is not shut out.

We also have economy
hotels in the heritage category.
There are numerous smaller
properties, mostly stand-alone
ones, which have their own
distinct flavour and ambience.
In fact, Rajasthan caters to the
top-end, middle and bottom-
end tourist. We have also
acquired a niche market that

-goes in for luxury tourism. But

smaller properties, too, are
doing equally well.

Both Kerala and Rajasthan
have optimised their strengths.
If Kerala is renowned for stress-

busting holidays, Rajasthan has
its rich historical heritage. Each
one has optimised its own
home-grown strengths. Both
states are stand-alone destina-
tions abroad: This is evident
from the way India has been
showcasing itself largely
through these two prime desti-
nations.

HRH Hotels' intent is not to
deprive owners of the title to
their properties. In the case of
heritage properties, most are
anxious not to be known as
having sold off ancestral prop-
erty. We respect those senti-
ments. Those we've acquired —
Bikaner and Bijnor, for instance
—have been taken on long lease.
While still retaining the owner-
ship, the property-holder does
not have to expend much.
Capital investment and devel-
opment are taken care of, with-
out compromising on ambience.

Because of this approach,
HRH has established a certain
credibility among heritage

(Continued on page 8)
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A step or two more to save Senate House

t’s good to hear that the new

Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Madras has got the
Syndicate to back him in the res-
toration of Senate House. The
Man From Madras Musings
looks forward to not only the
restoration of the ancient hall
but to its revitalisation as well;
MMM would be even more de-
lighted when it throbs with life
the year-round.

To get the work underway,
the PWD has been approached
and MMM welcomes the com-
position of the Senate House
Renovation Committee that will
plan, supervise and monitor the
work. The Committee, under
the chairmanship of the Vice-
Chancellor, will include the
Chief Engineer of the PWD, the
Head of the PWD’s Research
Wing that will be entrusted with
the work, the Head of the
Archaeological Survey of India
(South Zone), the Convener of
INTACH-Tamil Nadu, and the
Founder-Convener of INT-
ACH-TN and the present head
of the Madras Craft Foundation.
They as a team will, MMM is
sure, ensure the restoration is
done on as close to classical lines
as possible and that such ‘crimi-
nal’ restoration as painting the
bricks will not be indulged in.

Once the Heritage Renova-
tion Committee comes up with
its plan of action, Fr. Iganci-
muthu would like to get the
work started with the Rs. 65
lakh that was collected some
years ago. MMM does not in-
tend to open a can of worms, but
it has been recorded that some-
thing more was collected under
Vice-Chancellor Sathikh’s fund-
raising scheme and this was used
for non-Senate House purposes.
It would be nice if the Univer-
sity returned what it had ‘bor-
rowed’; then, perhaps, restora-
tion could start with over a crore
in the kitty.

Be that as it may, if restora-
tion starts with the money avail-
able and the bricks (of original
specifications) already paid for,
the very fact that work is seen as
getting underway could well stir
corporates and alumni to con-
tribute generously. But to make
that more likely, something like
every constituent college and
student contributing his mite -
as in the Sathikh scheme -
should be launched.

The Vice-Chancellor and his
Renovation Committee should
also grab the opportunity of get-
ting the hall ready, at least to a
presentable state, for the inter-
national annual Skal Congress
to be held in Chennai in Octo-
ber 2003 when 1500 persons
connected with the travel and
tourism industry will convene in
Chennai from around the world
and all parts of India. That will
be a glorious opportunity to use
the Hall to showcase Chennai’s
once-famed Indo-Saracenic ar-
chitecture which set the style for
such construction elsewhere in
India.

In return for making the Hall
available by then, the University
could request both the local Skal

organising committee and the
CII’s Heritage and Tourism
Committee, which is working
closely with the former, to gener-
ate generous support from their
membership to make the restora-
tion possible in time.

Only a joint effort by the Uni-
versity, its students (as Fr.Ignaci-
muthu said, Rs.100 from each
will go a long way), its constitu-
ent colleges, its alumni, the Gov-
ernment — State and Central -
the UGC, heritage lovers and the
private sector teaming together
will make the restoration of Sen-
ate House possible. A lead by CII
and the travel industry might set
the ball rolling.

Training engineers

The Editor of Madras Musings
showed MMM the other day the
story he planned to lead this is-
sue with. It’s a story that reports
that Mumbai is planning to get a
cell of PWD engineers trained in
restoration work so that much of
the restoration of heritage build-
ings in the public domain will be
restored or, at least, maintained
in a conservation-friendly

-manner.

Madras Musings and MMM
have been urging exactly this for
Chennai over the last several
years. MMM hopes the opportu-
nity to restore Senate House will
be used to create just such a con-
servation cell in the Tamil Nadu
PWD, which will thereafter work
with building heritage renovation
committees.

What afterwards!

Restoring Senate House is one
thing, but what use is to be made
of it afterwards in order to ensure
that it is maintained properly?
With proper maintenance it will
go another hundred or so years
without the need of further res-
toration — but use and mainte-
nance are essential.

The Senate House Renovation
Committee should begin think-
ing and talking about this right-
away and evolving plans. It
should not leave room for a situ-
ation like the one now facing the
Railways. It is only as the extent
of the MRTS begins to extend
further and further that those
concerned have begun to talk
about the necessity for links co-
ordinated with the train services,
with passengers using a common
ticket. That should be easy
enough to do, but not only does
it appear not to have been
thought of when the MRTS work
was launched a decade ago, but
even when it cropped up after the
first stage was completed, noth-
ing was evolved either for that
stage or the subsequent stages.
And the Railways and the Metro
bus service have still not found a
solution — though straws in the
wind appear to indicate that they
are at least talking to each other.

Sadly, that kind of uncoordi-
nated development is only to be
expected in a situation when the
State’s leadership is more inter-
ested in settling scores with
opposing regimes, when any

good, or ANYTHING, done, for
that matter, by a previous leader-
ship must be sunk and the wheel
reinvented, when the symbols
and perks of office are more im-
portant than doing a day’s work,
and when bureaucrats blindly fol-
low their masters’ lead.

The University has an oppor-
tunity to show the way that, as
befits it, it can think ahead. And
so MMM hopes the Renovation
Committee comes up with a plan
for use, maintenance and care in
the future. And for this MMM
suggests that a Senate House
Foundation be set up, with pri-
vate sector involvement, to see
that the hall is not only put to
regular use but also generates
funds. Those plans, MMM
hopes, will include the Vice-
Chancellor moving his office into
the building.

Meanwhile, good luck to all
concerned with the restoration of
Senate House; MMM hopes that
it will be in at least a suitable state
to host the Skal convention.

Blocking the public

A recent Supreme Court
order stated that “No Dis-

trict Collector or Police Commis-
sioner shall permit any main road
or street to be blocked for the
purpose of meetings, processions
etc.”

SHORT
IN ’
SNAPPY

Now that’s a most welcome
ruling, but will it be enforced?
For years The Man From Ma-
dras Musings has watched a cor-
ner, where two Mada Streets
meet a couple of lanes in
Mylapore, regularly being
blocked by a huge stage and sup-
porting equipment erected for
public meetings of a political
party. Once the meeting gets un-
derway, no traffic at all is pos-
sible. Before and after the meet-
ing, if you can get your car to
twist and turn and contort itself,
you might get round the narrow,
single-lane U-turn the straight
two-wiy crossing has been con-
verted into. In another area
MMM frequents, stages for po-
litical meetings are regularly put
up across half the road, making a
busy two-lane road into a single-
lane one — that often becomes a
no-lane one, taken over as it is by
the crowd, if the meeting is a suc-
cessful one, or by two cars com-
ing up nose-to-nose at a quieter
meeting and refusing to give way.
The harassment of the general
public by political parties,
whether it is by
e the stages set up, on thor-
oughfares, or by
e loudspeakers blaring out
speeches and raucous music
before them, or by
e plastic bunting flying danger-
ously loose after meetings
(MMM wonders why the Pol-
lution Control Board does not
ban such buntings or, if they

are banned, why no action is
taken against the political par-
ties, in front of whose head-
quarters dangerously hanging
political plastic streamers can
be seen), or by

e crowds and processions
blocking thoroughfares,

all show a total indifference to the
public-at-large. If the political
leaders have any concern for the
people, surely they will not force
them to suffer such inconve-
niences. But if they do not show
that concern, surely the law must
take its course. Will we at least
see that happening after the re-
cent Supreme Court judgement?

All for free

he East Coast Road tollgate

dispute appears to have
taken a turn in favour of the resi-
dents. But that turn allows the
residents to use the road totally
for free. And that is not some-
thing The Man From Madras
Musings particularly welcomes.

Roads, especially roads of the
class of the ECR, costs money
and their maintenance also costs
money. And every user of the
road should pay something to-
wards the comfortable ride he
gets and the ensuring for years
thereafter, through regular main-
tenance, that smooth ride. The
issue here should be the quantum
a resident should pay as against
the casual user — and the solution
is not what's been obtained by the
educated following the mob and
winning an ‘all for free’ bit of lar-
gesse.

A person owning three cars
and using all three cars on the
ECR every day can certainly af-
ford to pay a toll. Using three cars
also causes three times the wear
and tear of the road compared to
other users. Surely a modest toll
shouldn’t be beyond such a per-
son! Surely he shouldn’t think
that everything in life should be
free? That such a person, who
constantly points out that every-
thing is wonderful in other coun-
tries, will not hesitate to pay
whatever is demanded there;
here he will crib over any similar
service. It’s this double standard
that we operate on that is the
bane of our country. And so we
can in a few years expect the East
Coast Road to go the way of other
roads — because there’ll be no
money for the kind of mainte-
nance it deserves.

Surely the solution to the
problem of cost of frequent travel
would be to negotiate a reason-
able rate for a pass, say something
like Rs.300 a month per car or
something like that. And if nego-
tiations were not successful and
taking to the streets - like the
processions these complainants
protest about when they bring
traffic to a halt in the city — was
felt to be the only answer, surely
when they were told they could
have transit for free, they could
have said that, as responsible citi-
zens, they would pay a rcasonable
rate. But it's only in dream worlds
that there are responsible citi-
zens, isn't it?

Question of politeness

ost people by now would
have read about a police of-
ficer who had been rude to Test
cricketer Srinath and how

Karnataka police officials were

going out of their way to

apologise to him. Would they be
doing that if it was an unknown
citizen, wonders The Man From

Madras Musings. Certainly not.
In fact, the bureaucracy and

officialdom appear to think that

being rude to the citizenry is a

God-given right of theirs; after

all, they're doing you a favour,

aren’t they?!

MMM has heard numerous
complaints of such rudeness from
people visiting various Govern-
ment offices or who are hauled up
by the police even for minor traf-
fic offences. But the worst office
MMM has heard of is one where
there are degrees of rudeness
based on the colour of your skin.
e With Whites it’s just verbal

rudeness that often becomes a

surly go-slow if the White gets

on his high horse.

e In the case of Browns, the
rudeness can descend to abu-
siveness and papers being
thrown at the applicant or,
worse, accepted and lost.

e In the case of Blacks, it is abu-
siveness from the start and if
the applicant responds angrily
to the vituperation, it can lead
to assault by the security and
worse.

MMM knows of not one
single person who has enjoyed his
or her visit to this office where
the women are often worse than
the men. It’s an office that's a dis-
grace to the country, making as it
does those dealing with it want to
shudder.

When, O, when, wonders
MMM, are citizens of all colours
and all ethnicities going to be
treated politely by officialdom in
Chennai?

Built-up Marina!

here’s a lot of talk these days

that The Man From Madras
Musings hears about beautifying
the Marina. Sadly, part of this
beautification seems to involve
building on the Marina — politi-
cal and bureaucratic beautifiers
refusing to accept that what Na-
ture has given us is many times
more beautiful than anything
man has wrought.

One of the ‘beautification’
plans includes building a Mari-
time Museum, near what’s al-
ready a sore thumb that sticks
out and defaces the Marina, the
lighthouse, and installing a gift
from the Navy, a submarine, by
the side of it for walk-through
viewing. Now MMM is all for a
Maritime Museum, particularly if
it throws light on the maritime
history of the Tamils, but is the
Marina the spot for it? Surely by
the river and behind the beach
memorials might be a better place
for it? Or why not the San Thomé
Beach after doing a clean-up of
the tenements and restoring that
beach to its original beauty?

— MMM
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Holding certificates

his is the season of college ad-
missions in Tamil Nadu. All
private colleges insist on students
surrendering their original certifi-
cates (like marksheets) to the col-
lege at the time of admission. These
are returned to the students only at
the time of their leaving the college.
No acknowledgement is given.
Sometimes when the certificates
are returned they are mutilated,
motheaten or torn. [t is a herculean
task for the students to get a dupli-
cate certificate from the university.
Sometimes careers are ruined.
This practice of retaining origi-
nal certificates is unethical, unjust
and illegal. No other State in the
country follows this obnoxious
practice. Will the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment please stop this illegal
practice and save the careers of
thousands of students.

V. Chandrashekhar
Chennai 600 090.

Parking menace

he residents of Motilal Street

are one of the worst victims of
the parking menace on streets
abutting Usman Road in T.Nagar
(MM June 16th). This parking by
shoppers is due to the major shop-
ping area in Ranganathan Street
and the hotels and textile show-
rooms in the area. Unable to bear
the menace, the residents rallied
under our Association and staged a
road-roko to draw the authorities’
attention to the plight of the resi-
dents. It did the trick to the extent
the authorities met us for a discus-
sion and made certain arrange-
ments. But though the traffic
authorities are taking good care of
our street, we still experience diffi-
culties as shoppers still continue to
park their vehicles.

It may not be out of place to
wonder why, though new com-
plexes are being allowed to be built,
the authorities do not insist on the
builders to constructing appropri-
ate parking places for their clients.
At some places on Usman Road,
you can sce ‘No Parking’ board
displayed by textile showrooms,
hotels etc. When they do not
permit parking of vehicles of their
own clientele, why should nearby
residents bear the brunt?

To avoid streets abutting
Usman Road being used as a park-
ing area by persons who have busi-

ness elsewhere, we suggest that the
whole of Usman Road be declared
a ‘No Vehicle Zone'.

One side of Usman Road can be
used as a parking lot and the other
side can be used by pedestrians.
The parking of vehicles should be
monitored by the Corporation and
charges collected. The CMDA
should not give permission for new
buildings to come up on Usman
Road and if it does so, such build-
ings should have in-built parking
place.

S. Ramalingham
Chennai 600 017.

Time to move

here cannot be a second opin-

ion on the Government of
Tamil Nadu's considering a new,
less-congested site for the Secre-
tariat (MM, May 16th).

But it is thinking of a 2000-acre
site on the way to Mahabalipuram.
Whether it is Chennai or Maha-
balipuram, it is too far for the
people of the southern districts like
Nagercoil, Kanniyakumari and the
like to come and transact business.
It would be in the fitness of things if
the capital is at a central point in
the State for early and quick access
and if waste of money and time be
avoided.

During the stewardship of late
Chief Minister MGR, it was almost
decided to move the capital to a
‘Capital District’ developed on the
banks of the Kaveri between Tiru-
chirappalli and Thanjavur. The
vast extent of red soil on both sides
was a plus point for greening the
proposed Secretariat area.

Fresh Kaveri water can be had
nearby and this would help in
developing prestigious satellite city.

Government should now find
the means to relieve the congestion
of Madras by moving the capital
out.

G. Kanakasabai
Lalgudi 621 601.

Our traffic chaos

fully endorse the feelings ex-
pressed several times by MMM
on Chennai motorists, both the
educated (presumed to be so!?) and
the semi-educated, ignoring road
rules. It has been rightly observed
that those who ignore traffic signals
and road rules, are the first to swap
roles when it comes to complaining
about indiscipline on the road.
Here [ include myself too!

— T T
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Get New Surf.

sunlight and air?

hfrmaion Higay

s a resident of Chennai, I can’t help but notice the taking over of our skyline by hoardings. As for the
hoardings, gone are days when painters had to work on them. Today, ad messages complete with
visuals can be printed and have to be just put up on the hoarding space. Stunning visuals attract attention
of the city’s traffic from vantage points.
A novel advertiser — along the Loyola College wall - has put up a hoarding with sloping tiles to get his
message across. A consumer durables company has scored by advertising its huge banner across a multi-
storied building under construction near a main traffic junction in Nungambakkam. Chetput bridge has
hoardings on either side of it. A great levelling of our national highways with the information highway!
Now the flip side. The good old trees on our roads have to yield to the huge iron-girded structures.
And for those who let out their space for the erection of such hoardings, how can they trade off precious

T.K. Srinivas Chari
Chennai 600 030.

Don't we have laws to punish
those who

e Jump signals;

e Cut lanes recklessly;

e Ride / drive against the flow
of traffic;

o Alight from buses on the
middle of the road;

e Stop / park in ‘No Parking’
areas;

e Cross the road at any place
of their choice;

e Tamper with the engine to
rattle fellowmen;

o Honk with horrifying homs;

o Overtake on the wrong side;

e Speed at the peril of other
riders;

e Drive monstrous cranes /
earthmoving machinery
without warning; ‘

e Drive in the dark without
switching on the head/tai!
Jamps or without having any-
thing of the sort;

e Merrily walk on the road
without any sense;

o Fishcart at flashy speeds;

o Hoist flags of different hues,
criss-crossing the roads, but
never bother to remove them
once the festivities are over;

e Keep speaking on cell-
phones, while at the steer-
ing?

The answer is a big YES. Then
why are we a party to any or all of
these.

Our traffic is chaotic only be-
cause we do not obey the rules. We
lack in self-discipline. But this sur-
vives because we lack enforcement.
If a person disobeys rules/laws,
there should be a definite punish-
ment. In our system, this process is
slow. What we require is on-the-
spot rewards for disobedience.

Why is the traffic so smooth and
less cumbersome in US, Singapore
and Europe? There, both the au-
thorities and the public obey the
rules in the true spirit. Here we
don’t even bother to learn the rules

before we hit the roads! You can
obtain a driving licence, even with-
out knowing where the brake-pedal
in your vehicle is.

It is time we obeyed the rules
and became intolerant of delin-
quency. Only then can we call
ourselves civilised.

V. Rajagopalan
Chennai 600 088.

A comfortable start

I recently had to visit the Reserva-
tion Office at Mambalam Station
to cancel train tickets.

I was welcomed by the serpen-
tine queues before the various
counters there. The entire hall was
jam-packed with men and women
of all ages, literally on their feet for
hours together, sweating it out in
the maddening summer heat. For-
tunately, there were several ceiling
fans, which provided some relief to
the harassed crowd.

The following suggestions may
be considered by authorities in or-
der to ensure that the Railways’
motto, Happy Journey, does not
begin woefully from the time of
booking itself.

Persons wishing to book or can-
cel tickets should not be made to
stand for long hours on their feet.
Instead, they could be given tokens
at the entrance point itself (much
akin to banks).

The automatic caller could call
the token-holders by turn. In the
meanwhile, several rows of chairs
could be provided so that the mul-
titude could comfortably await
their turn, without cursing, sweat-
ing, pushing or grumbling. (This
wonderful arrangement was expe-
rienced by me back in 1991 in New
Delhi.)

This will eliminate crowding at
the counter, as well as provide re-
lief to the young, old, aged, disable
alike. '

Provide a special Ladies only
counter which is very much in
vogue even in a remote place like
Jodhpur.

Surely these are not costly sug-
gestions. The only cost involved
would be that of chairs, a set of
tokens and an automatic caller,
which is again a one-time invest-
ment.

Inspite of the abysmally low cost,
if the Railways (or even the Tele-
phone Dept., the Electricity Dept.
or wherever the waiting public is
subject to serpentine queues etc.),
can't afford this, they can solicit the
support of generous sponsors.

Hemant M. Nahar
Chennai 600 017.

Initial fun

he Southern Railway’s saga

(MM, May Ist) reminded me
that the Union Railway Minister
(or his deputy) at the time of
formation of the Southern Railway
was Mr. Santhanam, a veteran
Congress leader, and the first
General Manager of the Southern
Railway was Mr. Ramanujam. So
the then nickname for the newly
formed S.R. was Santhana Rama-
nujam Railway.

The M.S.M. and S.LR. combi-
nations were aiso liberally used to
identify the most backward (in
studies, of course) students appear-
ing repeatedly for University exams
and then getting into their shells
after not succeeding: March Sep-
tember March, Success Impossible

Retreat! )¢ Radhakrishnan
Thrissur 14.
PLEASE NOTE

® All letters for The Editor’s atten-
tion should be addressed to The
Editor, c/o Lokavani Hall-Mark
Press Pvt. Lid., 62/63, Greames
Road, Chennai 600 006.

® All business correspondence
should be addressed to The
Director, Chennai Heritage, 260-A,
TTK Road, Chennai 600 018.

® Madras Musings does not accept

letters by e-mail.
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Claiming

the past

ust a few weeks ago, a fasci-

nating, new archaeological
attraction opened in Britian. It
is situated under the Guildhall,
in the heart of the City of Lon-
don, and displays the recently
discovered Roman amphi-
theatre. By all accounts the
exhibit is superb and promises
to be hugely popular.

Those of vou who have seen
the film Gladiator will know the
function and, yes, the attraction
of amphitheatres where wild
beasts fought each other and
where men killed each other, as
it were, for a living. That such
an arcna existed in London
Jdemonstrates how even in Ro-
man times it was a thriving
commercial and  political
centre.

But wait a minute: Why are
the British people taking such
pride in a place where men
(and, amazingly, it secems a
woman) attacked and killed
cach other for the public enjoy-
ment of people who had
invaded and occupied their
country for over four hundred
vears! Indeed, some of our own

England and we still recall King
Alfred who fought and con-
tained them. We also remember
the Saxon King Harold who
fought so bravely against more
invaders, the Normans led by
William the Conqueror, as well
as Hereward the Wake and
Robin Hood who fought a
guerrilla war against them.

And so it goes on. Invaders
come, are resisted but prevail;
and they in turn resist new in-
vaders who eventually prevail.
And so, in a strange fashion,
those who were once feared as
intrusive foreigners are scen in
retrospect as somehow English.

And so they are.

I am deliberarely not includ-
ing the Scots, Welsh and Irish
here as the invasions did not af-
fect them to the same degree
and in the same way, which is
why the four nations of Britain
are so distinct from one an-
other. Indeed, it could be
argued that whereas those three
nations can to some degree be
defined ethnically or even
racially, the English can be cha-
racterised by their heterogene-

Celtic ancestors may well have
been executed in this barbaric
fashion on this very spot.
Should we not be reviling the
place as a hated colonial relic?

One answer came to me as |
took my Jaily walk down to the
scashore. This takes me past
Warblington Church, which
has stood there for well over a
thousand vears and where my
arandfather and grandmother
were married over 120 years
avo. The building is originally
Saxon with later Norman addi-
tions, but also incorporates
bricks from a Roman villa that
once stood in a field nearby.
Most visitors would regard the
church as quintessentially En-
¢lish, ver the Romans, Saxons
and Normans were all invaders
of Brirain.

The Romans invaded and
defeated the Britons, Celts who
had themselves entered Britain
trom the Continent. Even to-
Jav, we commemorate Boadi-
cea who for a time rose up
against the Roman conquerors.

The Saxons invaded when
the Romans departed and more
or less exterminated the male
Celtic population. Today we
still remember the shadowy
figure of King Arthur who for so
long stood out against the
Saxons.

The Danes also invaded and
settled in the eastern half of

o hy JASPAR UTLEY

ity. It is for this reason that the
present move for devolution in
Britain meets problems when it
comes to the English, who
appear to be defined by what
they are not rather than by what
they are!

We saw examples of this
paradox during the football
World Cup when supporters of
the English team, displaving the
English flag from their house
windows and car aerials, came
from any number of ethnic
backerounds.

In short, to be classified as
English is not a matter of race
or religion but of self-selected
identity. And that is because we
have adopted previous invaders
as our own. Romans, Saxons,
Vikings, Normans — they are all
part of what goes to making the
English, as are those who first
came to these shores as refugees
- Flemings, Huguenots, Jews
and so on. Their genes are now
our genes.

And that is why there is
nothing strange in seeing a
church built by invaders as En-
glish or in celebrating a Roman
amphitheatre as part of the En-
alish cultural heritage or in hav-
ing a man born in Madras as the
captain of the English cricket
team.

By now it must be clear that
what [ have said has strong par-
allels with India. During my

THE OLD...

Another pictre from that collec-
tion of old photographs and engravings
that fortudtously came our way is our
OLD today. It shows Victovia Stu-
dents” Hostel, opened in 1900, ucross
the way from the Madras Cricket
Chib grornds und behind the Chepak
Palace complex. In the OLD, the
handsome constyuction is visible 1o ll
looking ar it from acvoss the
Buckimgham Cunal. I onr NEW, o
welcome growth of all trees hide it
from the same view, but go bevond the
trees and you still see the handsome-
ness of a building which vemams in
modest shape a himdred vears after its
construction — and the left hand cor-
ner inchanged (see vight).

At dts opening, Governor Sir
Arvthur Havelock, paid warm oribuie
to its builder, savmg, “Mr. Nambery-
mal Cheuy will have his name

recorded in Madvas im conmection swith
many lavge and beaaifud buildings in
stone, brick and meovtar. It should be «
proud remembrance for him and his
descendants that he has had much 10

do with the beautifying of the city”.
Unfortmatels, though his buildings
still stand proud and all, like this one,
he has been litde vemembered in the
city to which he conmribueed so much.

time in Madras, [ spent many
happy hours tinding and exam-
ining old forts, bartlefields,
churches, rrading posts and
graveyards. Most of these dated
from the early years when for-
eign powers were establishing a
foothold. Whether it was Tipu's
fort in Seringapatam or Fort St
David in Cuddalore, the syna-

gogues in Cochin or the ruins of

Vandavasi, the Dutch graves in
Pulicar or Fort St. George in
Madras, all these stirred my in-
terest and yet, at the same time,
stimulated a faint sense of guilt.
Was I not ignoring the ‘real’ In-
dia and was concentrating only
on ‘foreign’ imports’

India, too, has over the cen-
turies suffered from and, yet, at
the same time, been shaped by
invaders who ended up being

assimilated into and integrated
with the previous inhabitants.
Where are Alexander’s king-

doms? Where are the Sulrans of

Afchanistan! Where are the
hordes of Tamburlaine? Where
are the Mughal Emperors?
Gone. And ver, not gone. For
their genes are still amone the
populations and their monu-
ments can still be seen moulde-
ring in the undergrowth. And
the Taj Mahal, possibly India’s
proudest relic of the past, was
built by an alien dynasty. Where
are the Dutch, the French and
the British? They are gone, too,
but like the Romans in England,
they never stayed and so were
never assimilated. Neverthe-
less, their monuments and insti-
tutions have contributed to the
shaping of modern India.

LLutyens' New Delhi is as Indian
as the Taj. India, too, is an
amalgam of all the invaders
that over the past have been
Jured by its fabled riches only to
hecome themselves part of that
wealth.

So, just as the English are
now celebrating the rediscovery
of London's Roman amphi-
theatre and treasure their
Saxon, Viking and Norman
past, so, too, should India con-
tinue to preserve its own heri-
tage. The efforts of Madras
Musings to sustain interest in
and the preservation of
Madras's buildings should con-
tinue to be supported. For the
monuments and buildings of
the past are now no longer
Greek or Mughal or British, but
Indian.
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The paper and
the promise

Financial instruments, espe-
cially bills of exchange
known as Fundis, have a vener-
able history in India. However,
paper money, in the modern
sense, traces its origins to the
late 8™ Century with the note
issues of private banks. Such
circulation was, however,
restricted to a very small class of
privileged users.

The Paper Currency Act of
1861 conferred upon the Gov-
ernment of India the monopoly
of note issues, bringing to an
end the banknote issues of
private and Presidency Banks.
The issuance of paper money
witnessed its first surge between
1910-20. This could be attrib-
uted o the ‘universalisation” of
notes, i.¢., notes being encash-
able across the country; one
rupee notes being issued for the
first time; and considerations
arising from the First World
War.

Paper currency was managed
by Government dill April, 1935,
when the Reserve Bank of India
was established as the central
bank of the country. The
Reserve Bank took over the
function of note issue from the
Office of the Controller of Cur-
rency. Notes issued by the Re-
serve Bank were termed bank
notes. The one rupee notes,
however, continued to be issued
by the Government through the
Reserve Bank and continued to
be termed currency notes.

When the Reserve Bank
took over the function of note
issue from Government, the
alue of notes issued amounted
to Rs.186 crore (Rs. 1.80 bil-
lion}; at the end of the millen-
nium, i.e., on December 31,
2000 their value amounted to
Rs. 2,07,912 crore (Rs.2 tril-
lion). In the 1990s, tower
denomination notes of rupee
one, rupees two and rupees five
have gradually been replaced by
coins.

The Beginnings

The genesis of Paper Money
is generally attributed to the to-
ken money evolved around the
10th Century in China when
merchant guilds issued a kind of
paper money termed fivo Zi.
These could be deposited, cir-
culated and encashed. Insuch a
system temptations for abuse
were great and the disputes and
problems these instruments
gave rise to led the Government
to take over the issue of paper
money as a sovereign preroga-
tive around the 11th Century.
Governments, too, could not
resist the temptation to raise

resources by issuing tokens and
by the 13th Century, the paper
issues led to considerable eco-
nomic disruption in China.

In India, the experiments of
Muhammad bin Tughluq (14th
Century) to issue token money
and replace the silver tanka
with copper tokens ended in
disaster, largely due to the en-
terprise of counterfeiters. The
experiment was abandoned and
the tokens withdrawn. Though
Tughlug, to his credir, re-
deemed all tokens tendered in
specie, the experiment so scared
the Indian psyche thac it took
another five hundred years to
venture into matters abstract in
monetary matters. In as much
as Tughluq's experiments were

the gold Star Pagoda and the sil-
ver Arcot Rupee in the Madras
Presidency. These promissory
notes which were convertible
into coin on demand, were re-
ferred to as bank notes. There
were free entry and exit of
banks and few restrictions on
reserve requirements as well as
on the deployment of funds.
Consequently, this was a period
where there were few restric-
tions on banks to compete with
each other to issue and supply
bank notes — in essence an era
of free banking.

Among the known early is-
suers of bank notes in India, the
Bank of Hindostan (1770-
1832), the General Bank of
Bengal and Behar (1773-73),

o hy Bazil Shaikh and

Sandhya Srinivasan
(Text and pictures from
The Paper & The Promise,
courtesy Reserve Bank of India, Mumbai)

not dictated by the compulsions
of a bankrupt treasury, they
could be considered genuine
monetary experiments.

The West evolved paper
money, as we know it today,
around the 17¢h and 18th Cen-
turies. In India, this was a pe-
riod of intense political turmoil
and uncertainty in the wake of
the collapse of the Mughal Em-
pire and the advent of colonial
powers. The power struggle that
ensued and the uncertainties
and disturbances it gave rise to
in the 18th Century were not
conducive to domestic bankers
and local financial systems
evolving to meet the challenges
of the day. It was thus that in-
stitutions of the ascendant
power were better equipped to
deal with innovations and in-
rroduced notes payable ro
bearer on demand. These were
in the printed format incorpo-
rating security features, which
today are evocative of currency
and banknotes.

st ot o
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Free Banking Era

The period prior to 1861
could be alluded to as the Free
Banking Era in India. From the
[ate [8th Century upro 1861,
banks in India were not only
free to issue cheques but also
free to issue promissory notes
which were payable to bearer on
demand. These notes were con-
vertible into the current coin of
the region. For example, in the
early nineteenth century, the
silver Sicca Rupee and the gold
Mohur were the current coins
in the Bengal Presidency, and

the Bengal Bank (1784-91), the
Bank of Bengal (1806-1921),
the Commercial Bank (1819-
1828), the Calcutta Bank
(1824-1829), the Union Bank
(1829-48) were located in the
Bengal Presidency in Eastern
India; the Carnatic Bank (1788-
N, the Asiatic Bank (1804-1),
the Government Bank (18C6-
1843), and the Bank of Madras
(1843-1921) were located in
South India; and the Bank of
Bombay (1840-1868, 1868-
1921), the Oriental Bank
(1842-1884) started as the
Bank of Western India, the
Commercial Bank of India
(1845-1866) were located in
Western India. It is probable
that other banks too issued
notes, hut further study is
needed.

Wider use of bank notes
came with the note issues of the
semi-government Presidency

Banks, notably the Bank of
Bengal which was established in
1806 as the Bank of Calcutta
with a capital of 50 lakh sicca
rupees (5 million sicca rupees).
These banks were established
by Government Charters and
had an intimate relationship
with the Government. The
Charter granted to these banks
accorded them the privilege of
issuing notes for circulation
within their circles. To compen-
sate for this privilege, the Char-
ter required the Banks to ob-
serve prudential norms like cash
reserves, maximum exposure
limits to individuals and gov-
ernment, limits for note issue, as
well as restrictions on foreign
exchange business.
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A Bzmk of Madras note deptctmg Thomas Munro

The second Presidency Bank
was established in Bombay and
commenced operations on 15%
April, 1840. There was consid-
erable demand for the shares of
the bank and the capital was
raised from the proposed Rs.30
lakhs (Rs.3 million) to Rs.52.25
lakhs (Rs.5.22 million).

Bombay then was different
from Calcutta; its culture was
essentially commercial and as a
city it was the melting pot of
cultures and nationalities who
participated in the commercial
boom in the 1830s, spurred
largely by the opium and cotron
trade. The Bank of Bombay had
a large number of Indians as Di-
rectors, notably Framji Cowasji
Banaji, Jamshed;ji Jeejecbhoy,
Cowasjee Jchangir, Seth
Premchund Rovchund, etc.
The Bank experienced a run in
the second week of November
1848, following the discovery of
some forged notes in the bazaar.
Between 7th and 13th Novem-
ber 1848, notes in circulation
fell from Rs.51.65 lakh to
Rs.25.46 lakh. Notes in circula-
tion fell once again in February
1851 following a robbery at the
Orientai Bank, where notes of
the Bank of Bombay amounting
to Rs. One lakh were stolen.
The crisis of 1861 resulting from
the end of the speculative cot-
ton boom led to the liguidation
of Bank of Bombay in 1868. It
was, however, reconstituted in
the same vear.

The Bank of Madras, the
third presidency bank, com-
menced business on July 1,
1843. The bank was set up on
the lines of the Bank of Bengal
and the Bank of Bombay with a
capital of Rs.30 lakh.

The Bank of Madras re-
placed the Government Bank,
which had been set up in 1806.
The Government Bank was a
profitable bank and had an av-
erage daily banknote circulation
ot Rs.23 lakh. The Government
Bank closed business simulra-
neously with the opening of the
Bank of Madras. It would be in-
teresting to note that of the 52
employees of the Government
Bank, 20 were offered employ-
ment with the Bank of Madras,
18 were retained temporarily in
the Treasury and 14 were
deemed redundant. The Bank
of Madras had the smallest is-
sue of banknotes, which were
not accepted by the Govern-
ment for revenue purposes. Its
management left much to be

desired and was “twice placed in
circumstances of serious embar-
rassment.” The notes of the
Bank of Madras bore the vi-
gnette of Sir Thomas Munro,
Governor of Madras (1817-
1827).
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A Central Bank

The three Presidency Banks
were at the centre of various
proposals to establish a central
bank in India. There was a pro-
posal as carly as 1867 to merge
the three Presidency Banks in
anticipation of the failure of the
Bank of Bombay. However,
there were fears that the amal-
gamated bank would become
too powerful for the Govern-
ment. The suggestions for amal-
samation were revived from
time to time. The banks them-
selves agreed to merge in 1919.
This proposal was accepred and
the Imperial Bank of India was
formed in 1921. The bank com-
bined commercial banking
functions with quasi central
banking functions. On the
establishment of the Reserve
Bank of India, the Imperial
Bank of India was divested of
many of its central banking
functions and repositioned itself
as a commercial bank. In 1955,
by an Act of Parliament it be-
came the State Bank of India.

The major concern of banks
issuing notes was the danger of
forgeries. Mosr early notes were
registered notes and the peer
group within which these notes
circulated was limited and this
was the most effective deterrent
against forgeries. As note issue
became more widespread, the
dangers of forgeries became
more manifest. In 1806 itself,
steps were taken to make the
stealing of bank notes a punish-
able crime. Forgeries in the
notes of banks, which enjoyed a
larger circulation, e.g., the Bank
of Hindostan and the Bank of
Bengal, kept recurring from
time to time. In 1811, the Di-
rectors of the Bank of Bengal
decided to pay any person who
came “fairly to be possessed” of
forged notes, as they felt that a
failure to do so would be injuri-
ous to the circulation of bank
notes and to the reputation of
the bank.

Forgeries were the cause of
much panic in the financial
markets. Precautionary mea-

(Continued on page 6)
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(Questions 1 to 10 are on
Current Affairs. Questions 11
to 20 pertain to Chennai and
Tamil Nadu.)

1. A simple one to beginwith.
Name the two main candidates in
the Indian Presidential elections.

2. Name the disgraced former
South African Cricket captain who
was killed in a plane crash on June
Ist.

3. What Royal event did the Brit-
ish celebrate on June 4th?

4. Which Indian medium-pacer
called it a day from Test cricket
recently?

5. Name the former Indian Vice-
President and acting President who
passed away on June 6th.

6. Heather Mills recently married a
singing legend in a wedding that
attracted the global media atten-
tion. Name the singer.

7. Who are the new French Open
tennis champions!?

8. Name the Rolling Stone who has
been awarded knighthood.

9. In the world of computers, name
the new strain of virus, capable of
infecting digital photographs, that
was unleashed recently.

10. Why did the Star 55 Cancri at-
tract the attention of astronomers
recently’

L I

11. After which Freedom Fighter is-
Esplanade Road now named?

12. Name the latest film star to get
elected to the State Assembly
(Hint: from Saidapet).

13. Name the most famous peak
in the Kurudimalai range on the
Coimbatore-Ooty route that is
named after a man who conducted
what many have described as the
greatest scientific project of the
19th Century.

14. What new law, as regards the
holding of elected posts, came into
force from June 5th!?

15. Name the hillock, near St.
Thomas' Mount, that is being read-
ied by the State Government for
hang-gliding.

16. What mobile pollution preven-
tion measure was launched in
Chennai on June 7th?

17. On September 24, 1746, a
battle was fought between French
reinforcements and Mahfuz Khan
of Arcot. This is considered the
genesis for the founding of an
Indian militia. Name the battle.

18. Who is the Chennai Corpora-
tion Commissioner!

19. Of the six pillars marking the
boundary of the Esplanade in Ma-
dras, three were at Badrian Chetty
Street, Kondi Chetty Street and
Popham's Broadway. Name the
other three.

20. Name the Twin or Sister city of
Chennai in the U.S.

(Answers on page 7)

the scene m the c1ty, the other, Chennai S:rukathmkal was a collec-
tion of thirty Tamil short stories, pubhshed over the years in vatious
magazines, with Chennai as the backdrop. Though a whole range of
writers from Ku. Azhagirisamy to Dilip Kumar feature in this book,

it cannot be described as a. representative collection. -

The short story as-a literary form is comparatively new to Tamil
and it is the modern writers who have attempted it. Anyone who
aspired to a career in writing moved to Chennai, mcludmg Bharathi,
and most of them spent their years in the city in penury. The city
that gets reflected i in their stories is coloured by the light of their
own individual lee expenences. For instance, Pudumaipithan looks
at Mount Road as if it is a cemetery and Sujatha, in his futuristic
science fiction, describes an Anna Salai that throbs with life, a sym-
bol of things modern. Some of the features of the city get frozen in
these tales. Ku. Azhagirisamy writes about the verandah, now almost
disappeared, as a limb of a middle class house. Horseracing fasci-
nates the protagonist in Su. Samuthiram’s story. Sezhiyan and:
Vannanilavan deal with one intriguing characteristic of the people
of Chennai... their obsesswe engagement with cinema. There are
other writers who paint a detailed pen picture of certain parts of the
city. Dilip Kumar, wntmg “about a family in Chennax, provides a
vivid portrayal of one of the Gujarati enclaves near Wall Tax Road.
Some stories trap the ambience of what the writer experienced in
the city. Ku. Pa. Ra. and Pichamurthy deal with the travails of
people who live in small rented portions. In the story by Kmshangxm,
water shortage is epitomised in the harrowing predicament of an old
‘woman, a migrant from a village on the banks of the River Kaveri,
trying to observe Aadi water festival. Of course you have vintage
Jayakanthan and Ashokamithran in the collection.

The anthology reflects many dimensions of life in the cnty, as-
pects that are normally missed as we rush through our own frenzied
lives. I could not help noticing that all the stories are set in the time
contemporaneous with the authors’ penod except that of Sujatha.
There is not a smgie hlstoncal In fact there are very few historical
works in Tamil set in the British period. Why? Absent also are de-
scriptions about the geographlcal Chennai... the beach, the rivers,
the hills and the sky over it.. The extemal world somehow seems to

_elude our writers, -

S Theodore Baskaran

July 20 to August 10: The ABK -
AOTS DOSOKAI Tamil Nadu
Centre, Chennai, will conduct a
“Talk Your Way to Japan” con-
test in English and Tamil for stu-
dents in Tamil Nadu. The first
prizewinners will be sent to Japan
by the institution on a totally free
two weeks sightseeing and cul-
tural exchange programme. Sec-
ond and third prizes will be given
in kind. The details of the com-
petition are as follows:

July 20: Speech Contest in
Tamil for the students of XI &
XII Standards studying in Corpo-
ration Higher Secondary Schools
in Chennai (three students per
school).

August 3: Speech Contest in
Tamil for the students of XI &
XII Standards studying in all
Higher Secondary Schools in
Tamil Nadu (two students per
school).

August 10: Speech Contest
in English for the students study-
ing in Colleges (including Engi-
neering & Medical Colleges) in
Tamil Nadu (two students per
institution).

Nominations, through the re-
spective educational institutions,
are to be sent to the President
ABK - AOTS DOSOKAI, TN
Centre, 110, Nelson Manickam
Road, Aminjikarai, Chennai

600 029.

July 20: Abrabesques et Mudras, a
workshop by Patrick and
Nirmala Gleyse on Western clas-

A heritage lesson for us

(Continued from Page 1)

which covers styles as varied as
the Art Deco of Marine Drive,
English Gothic of Mumbai Uni-
versity and Indo-Saracenic mo-
tifs of the GPO building.
“Take, for example, the
Gateway of India where to pre-

vent water leaking from the _

roof, waterproof cement was
used. This is wrong, this mate-
rial can only be used on RCC
structures. Fine, using this ce-
ment gives a shiny appearance,
but layers of stone are now com-
ing off, giving the Gateway
somewhat of a jaded look,” said
Lambah.

Similar complaints are cited
about restoration work on CST
Terminus. INTACH conserva-
tionist Anita Garware said,
“Look at the rotten iron grilles
they've put at VT. Accepted,
the station is meant to cater to
1600 trains, but this is not the
way such a beautiful building is
conserved.”

The concern for heritage
conservation has grown in the
last two years since a fire caused
by a short-circuit gutted the el-
egant municipal hall designed

in the 1850s.

Writer-conservationist
Sharada Dwivedi says, “Mum-
bai, after Miami, has the high-
est number of Art Deco build-
ings in the world. But, as au-
thorities are unaware of the im-
portance, one finds buildings all
along Marine Drive with en-
closed balconies. This goes
against the tenor of the pre-

cinct. This needs to be recti-
fied”. (Courtesy: The Times of

India, Mumbai
! al)Rajshri Mehta
Editor’s Note: INTACH

Tamil Nadu's representatives at
the CMDA's Heritage Commit-
tee have been suggesting this for
the last three years at commit-

tee meetings. Madras Musings
and MMM have also advocated
this several times over the years.
INTACH-TN has also sug-
gested this at various meetings
with the Government, particu-
larly requesting PWD to con-
sider this in respect of the resto-
ration of Senate House. At the
last meeting held a few months
ago, it was suggested that the
PWD interact with INTACH-
TN to explore how this training
could be provided. Nothing has
been heard of this proposal so
far. Once Madras used to lead
India in virtually every field.
Hopefully, we'll at least follow
Mumbai now.

The paper and
the promise

(Continued from Page 5)

sures by the Bank of Hindostan
to announce the security fea-
tures of its notes in 1819 led to
a run on the bank, which it suc-
cessfully weathered. The news
of the detection of some forger-
ies of the Bank of Bombay notes

led to the mass encashment of
the notes of the bank when over
half the outstanding notes were
encashed in a week’s time in
1848. The Paper Currency Act
of 1861 divested banks of the
right to note issue bringing an
end to the era of free banking in
India.

sical dance in the Opera de Paris
style for both amateurs and pro-
fessionals.

Nirmala, a choreographer
and dancer, was a pioneer in
Bharata Natyam in Marseille.
She has been a student of V.S.
Muthuswamy Pillai, M.K.Saroja
and Malavika. Patrick, a chore-
ographer and dancer, a former
member of Maurice Bejart’s 20th
Century Ballet and the Opera de
Marseille, is a qualified teacher.
He is the only dancer to have de-
voted himself to Bharata Natyam
after having danced ballet with
the great names of the dance (at
Alliance Francaise).

Till July 27: Trees in our Lives, an
exhibition will feature Kalam-
kari, Madhubanni, Pattachitra,
Batik, Warli and Hand Embroi-
dery on the above theme. It will
also have brass and bronze sculp-
tures of the sacred trees of India.
There will also be a set of line
drawings of Sthala Vriksha of
temples in Chennai. The most
important and exciting feature
will be the installation of a sculp-
ture of a large Banyan Tree made
of metal wire (at Manasthala, 12,
Cenotaph Road).

July 29-August 5: Le salon des cent,
an exhibition of 100 original
posters by graphic designers from
all over the world paying tribute
to Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec
(1864-1901). The exhibition is a
sequel to a project commemorat-
ing the 100th death anniversary
of the artist who was among the
first to lay the foundations of a
graphic design style that is still
up-to-date (at Alliance Fran-
caise).

Till July 31: An exhibition of glass
reliefs by Sisir Sahana. In Sisir
Sahana’s work, the images are
like translucent fossils in glass.
He is one of the few artists in
India working in cast glass as a
medium (at Apparao Galleries).

July 19-20: Workshop on Terra-
cotta Murals. Terracotta, or
once baked pottery, is an Indian
tradition and can be perfected
with lots of practice. It can be
both abstract and representative.
Tiles come on border, space-fill
and self-contained designs (At

DakshinaChitra).

August 2-5: Vasanthakaalam, an
art exhibition-cum-auction to
raise funds for ‘Vasantham’, a
Special School for the mentally
retarded. Most of the senior art-
ists of the city and many up and
coming young artists have come
forward to participate in the
show; artists from other parts of
the country are also contributing
their work. The auction will be a
confidential one; prospective
buyers can note down their offer
for the artwork of their choice in
the prescribed form, which will
be given to them; the person
with the highest offer will be in-
formed on the last day (at Am-
ethyst, Sundar Mahal, Gopala-
puram).
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Looking back

he National Folklore

Support Centre, along with
DakshinaChitra and the Gov-
ernment Museum, Chennai, re-
cently treated the city to a
splendid banquet of India’s rich
folk culture. The ten-day feast
of visual and performing arts
was served up in celebration of
50 years of the Ford Foundation
in India and 150 years of Gov-
ernment Museum, Chennai. I'll
leave it to others to wonder why
so few chose to dine at the table
— timing, far-flung venues, lack
of publicity, language barriers
and, one which I refuse to be-
lieve, lack of interest, have all
been suggested — and, instead,
as an appreciative and satisfied
guest, I'll savour again the fare I
sampled.

Puppet Theatre

DakshinaChitra kicked off
its Festival of Puppetry & Ani-
mation with an open-air perfor-
mance of Janothasava, John
Devaraj’s larger-than-life body
puppets on Elliot’s Beach. To
the amusement of the audience
and those who just happened to
wander by, the puppets as-
sembled and dressed in full
view. Very much in the tradi-
tion of street theatre, Devaraj
courted controversy with his
script and visual symbolism. But
the performance generated pub-
licity, which helped draw people
further down the East Coast
Road.

The puppet festival contin-
ued at DakshinaChitra in two
parts. Four performing spaces
were set up, with a rotating per-
formance schedule, so that, ide-
ally, no matter when you ar-
rived at the centre, you could
see all four puppet shows. it
didn’t quite work that way, but
never mind, everything [ saw of
what was on offer was of high
quality and played to full audi-
ences made up of school groups,
families and individual visitors.

Natana Kairali, G.Venu's
glove puppets, presented an en-
chanting Kathakali in miniature.
In contrast, Puran Bhatt's Aakar
Puppet Group, from Rajasthan,
went with a contemporary look,
using caricatured body and head
puppets to tell the story of a pup-
pet theatre group, acclaimed
abroad but unable to find an au-
dience among its own. Shri

'Ganesh Yakshagana Gombeyata

Mandali, with Baskar Kogga
Kamath, used marionettes, or
stringed puppets, to performadi-
minutive but no less colourful
and lively version of another tra-
ditional Indian theatre form,
Yakshagana. Dolls Theatre and
Sudip Das crafted charming soft

foam puppets for their contem-
porary lessons about coexist-
ence, set to classical Western
music. K.K. Ramachandran Pu-
lavar and his puppeteers from
Tholpava Koothu & Puppet
Centre captured all the magic of
shadow puppetry with their ex-
quisitely cut leather characters
and authentic backlighting by a
single row of oil lamps. Sadly,
Tamil Nadu's A. Selvaraj chose
not to participate in the festival
this year, but he surely belonged
among these nationally recog-
nised troupes and he was missed.
It was interesting to see Toonz
Animation of Kerala on hand to
make its case for recognising
digital animation as folk culture.

Folk Art

Based on their past success
with workshops on folk art
forms, NFSC clearly anticipated
tremendous interest in Chennai

Mayurbhanj Chhau

At Manasthala, I found
three artists sharing a room, all

silently at work. I stopped in

front of the Kalamkari artist,
C. Subramanyam, who was
sketching variations on the tra-
ditional tree of life motif. He
pointed to several fine pieces on
display, which he had done over
40 years ago, but his more re-
cent pieces were just as expres-
sive. Kiran Devi, a Madhubani
artist, left what she was working
on to walk me around her dis-
played paintings. With no com-
mon language between us, she
communicated her joy through
the bold colours and wide-eyed

performances.

in seeing folk artists at work and
in wanting to purchase their
paintings at reasonable prices.
They invited nationally
recognised folk artists. They
mounted a curated exhibition
of paintings from all the partici-
pating artists at the Contempo-
rary Art Gallery of Government
Museum, Chennai. Then,
NFSC dispersed the artists to
six local galleries where they
made themselves and their
works available for six full days.
But, for some reason, the antici-
pated crowds never materia-
lised. I visited all but one of the
venues and found the artists I
met eager to explain their paint-
ings and show me what they
considered to be their best
work.

At Vinyasa Gallery, senior
Rajasthani artist, Shree Joshi
Lal, was midway through the
initial drawing of a very detailed
Phad painting and when I asked
him about similar finished
works, he sent me to his son at
Little India Gallery. There,
Kalyan Joshi, whose family
boasts of five generations of art-
ists, explained some of the im-

- agery used in Phad painting and

the order of laying down the
colours, and then proudly
showed photos of commis-
sioned works in Germany and
an exhibition in Japan. Both
venues also displayed Kishan-
garh miniature paintings.

e Madras Musings bhids farewell to Pat and Bernie
Alter with this review by PAT ALTER. Pat and her
hushand, ihe U.S. Consul General in South India, took
a great interest in the heritage of South India and
were enthusiastic travellers exploring the South’s
heritage destinations and avid watchers of heritage

figures [ saw in her work. In di-
rect contrast, the Patachitra art-
ist from Orissa, Ramachandra
Moharana, specialised in very
fine detail. One particularly
complex painting he showed
had taken him two months to
complete. Amethyst also exhib-
ited wonderful Thanjavur,

Kalamkari, Madhubani and -

Patachitra paintings, but  ar-
rived too late in the day to see
the artists themselves.

Both Alliance Francaise and
the Art World gallery hosted
Warli, Bastar and Pithora paint-
ings. Again, at Alliance Fran-
caise, | was too late to catch the
artists at work, but the gallery
lights were turned on without
my asking, so I could see the
striking works on display.

Folk Musical Instruments

At the Museum’s Contem-
porary Art Gallery, I found mu-
sical instrument collector Joy
Fernandez eager to show me his
exhibit. Joy lamented that he
could only bring 125 Indian folk
instruments from his collection
of nearly 2000 instruments from
all over the world. The rest were
safely wrapped and stored with
various family members in
Kerala, while he tries to interest
someone to build a museum to
house them. As I walked
through the exhibition of strin-
ged, percussion and wind in-
struments, | watched him greet

each one with genuine affection
and was delighted to find that
he could coax music from each
of them as well. On one, he
even played an American folk
tune for me.

Folk Theatre

Perhaps the greatest chal-
lenge for the NFSC was finding
a way to present folk perfor-
mances each night for ten
nights. They invited 15 per-
forming troupes in all, repre-
senting three folk theatre tradi-
tions in India: scroll-based nar-
ratives, folk theatre and epic
singing and dancing. They sent
out several well-known photog-
raphers to document the folk
artists’ landscape, lifestyle, and
performances. Later, NFSC
mounted an exhibition in the
Museum’s Contemporary Art
Gallery of five or six photo-
graphs representative of each
troupe. I was fortunate to view
that exhibit with Ranjan De, a
photographer who had docu-
mented several of the troupes.
Originally, NFSC seemed to en-
vision simultaneous or closely
timed performances on three
stages in the Museum com-
pound. But the outdoor stage
they constructed was well suited
for all three types of theatre and
audiences weren't initially large
enough to share between three
venues. Word of mouth and
newspaper coverage helped in-
crease the audience, but by then
the pattern of follow-on perfor-
mances at the open-air theatre
was set.

The buzzon the Child Artists
of Rajasthan was good and then
a chance meeting with their pa-
tron, Komal Kothari, confirmed
they would be something not to

Yakshagana

be missed. They fully lived up to
their reputation, singing and
playing the folk music of the
Langa and Manganiar musician
castes of Rajasthan. But, enter-
taining as it was to watch the
youngadults perform, whatstays
with me is the look of pride on
Komal Kothari's face while they
were on stage. The next night,
Yakshagana Kendra from Udipi,
Karnataka, re-enacted the twists
and turns of the Lava-Kusha
story in elaborate costumes and
makeup and with acommanding
musical accompaniment. The
Andhra Patam Katha from
Warangal, beingin the narrative
tradition and therefore the most
relianton language, wasthe least -
accessible of the performances I
saw, though I suspect thatwould
have been true for me of all the
scroll-based narrative perfor-
mances. Finally, the Mayurbhanj
Chhau performed by Mayur-
bhanj Chhau Nrutya Pratisthan
of Baripada, Orissa, was quite
simply one of the most electrify-
ingdance performances!'ve ever
seen anywhere. Dessert and cof-
fee all rolled into one!

On the closing day of
NFSC'’s Folk Festival 2002, I sat
through several good speeches
extolling folk culture in general
and this festival in particular.
Truly, the NFSC, Government
Museum, Chennai, Dakshina-
Chitra and all who facilitated
the festival deserve our grati-
tude. But I thought about the
artists and performers too. They
need an appreciative audience
to help them keep India’s folk
culture alive. ] hope Chennai
will welcome them with greater
enthusiasm next year. (Cour-

tesy: Indian Folklore)

Answers to Quiz

1. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and
Lakshmi Sahgal; 2. Hansie
Cronje; 3. The Golden Jubilee
of Queen Elizabeth II's reign; 4.
Javagal Srinath; 5. B.D. Jatti; 6.
Sir Paul McCartney of The
Beatles; 7. Serena Williams
(women) and Albert Costa
(men); 8. Sir Mick Jagger; 9.
Perrun; 10. They have discov-
ered a planet, with an orbit re-
sembling one of our solar
system’s planets.

* k¥

11. Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose; 12. Radha Ravi; 13.
Lambton’s peak, named after
‘The Great Arc’ surveyor; 14.
An MLA/MP can'’t hold the
post of chief of local bodies; 15.
Monkey Hill; 16. Two two-
wheelers and jeeps would patrol
the city under the title Pasymai
Padai (Green Army); 17. Battle
of the Adyar River; 18. M.
Kalaivanan; 19. Linghi Chetty
Street, Stringer Street and 2nd
Line Beach or Moor Street, out-
side Dare House; 20. Denver.
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S.K. Gurunathan was indeed
‘Guru’ of many in the coun-
try, but one of his disciples, P.N.
Sundaresan, was no less noble
than him. Both belonged to an
orthodox culture and respected
traditions when dealing with
cricket players, officials, col-
leagues and the public. Their
philosophy, like that of K.S.
Ranjitsinhji, was that life was
much more satisfying and pleas-
ing if you looked at the brighter
side of a man’s or adversary’s
character.

Gurunathan treated cricket
as a noble discipline and players
sporting heroes. He dealt with
them kindly and sympatheti-
cally in their hours of despair
and failures and he wrote about
them guardedly in their times of
success.

About Gurunathan, says A.
Narayana Murthy, “...He was a
typical example of a good scribe.
He was a man of amazing indus-
try; he took pains not only over
the matter, but also over the
manner. He assembled his
‘copy’ assiduously, missing no
minor details and giving a
graphic picture of the game. He
was our most prolific and profi-
cient cricket writer.”

Says Vizzy : “When the
Board decided to honour him as
its official honorary statistician,
it honoured itself, as he is
India’s almanac as Wisden is in
England. He is a seasoned writer
and a campaigner for the pro-
motion of the game, which has
been his one and only thought
throughout his life.”

When Guru was in the press
box, he was a sobering influence
onyoungjournalists. When they
got excited about certain issues,
he guided and counselled them.
He was indeed a great soul.

Guru wrote three books; The
Story of Tests — India vs England
1932-59; India vs Australia and
West Indies 1947-60; and India
vs Pakistan, New Zealand and

England 1961-64.

Three outstanding
cricket scribes

Gurunathan had himself
been an excellent wicketkeeper
and played for the First Division
team Egmore Excelsiors. He was
in close touch with the cricket-
ers and if a Test batsman was
given out, say caught behind,
he would meet the cricketer in
the pavilion and would get the
truth whether he touched the
ball and whether the umpire’s
decision was correct. He would
also ascertain the facts from the
wicketkeeper. Based on this, he
would write, saying that it was a
doubtful decision and it looked
clear that the batsman had not
touched the ball. For a wrong
decision, he could write defend-
ing the batsman.

If he liked a batsman, what
he wrote on the player would

ensure that he was selected for-

the State team.
% % *

P.N. Sundaresan, the
grandson of an illustrious judge,
P.R. Sunderam lyer, was a law-
yer by profession before he
stepped into the void created by
the death of his mentor
Gurunathan.

When he joined The Hindu
he was assigned to the Adver-
tisement Department. He was
in a dilemma when he ran into
R. Sriram, who persuaded him
to join the Sports Department.
He distinguished himself so well
that he automatically suc-
ceeded Gurunathan when the
latter passed away.

Sundaresan not only cov-
ered cricket for The Hindu, but
also edited Indian Cricket, then
and now the cricketers’ Bible in

India. He also wrote a lot on
tennis. He was a good friend of
Ramanathan Krishnan.

Sundaresan, ‘Raja’ to his
friends, was a forceful opening
batsman with a penchant for
the on-drive. He played his
cricket under G. Parthasarathy,
the Madras spinner. He almost
played for Madras.

o hy
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After retiring from The
Hindu, Sundaresan kept busy
writing articles for several pub-
lications, until failing eyesight
brought about his second retire-
ment of sorts.

Sundaresan, who edited
Indian Cricket from 1966 to
1974, also handled statistical
bulletin of the Indian Board
from 1975-76 to 1983-84. He
was also the Indian correspon-
dent for Wisden for several
years. He was the founder-pub-
lisher of the popular classicial
music magazine Sruti.

* * *

Four decades, about half-a-
dozen books and an estimated
three million words {most of
them as a writer in different
newspapers and magazines)
were the contribution of Nalla-
thagudi Srinivas Ramaswami.
His pen-name was ‘Cardusian’.
He was indeed an Indian
Cardus, as his ardour for the
game was as intense as that of
Cardus and Jim Swanton.

John Major, England’s
former Prime Minister and an
ardent follower of cricket, has
gone on record as saying that
Swanton was one of the great-
est writers of the last century.
So was ‘Cardusian’, who wrote
English prose more eloquently
than most English writers could.
Many English writers, who read
his despatches, ruefully
accepted this.

Unlike many modern cricket
writers, who throw their weight
about without possessing ad-
equate flair for the language or
knowledge of the game, he was
extremely humble and unas-
suming. He talked to everyone
he met as if he was a commoner.
He heard everyone, but seldom
expressed his opinion.

Ramaswami winked furi-
ously and ceaselessly. He
dressed casually and his person-
ality, on the whole, was far from
impressive. But beneath that
unimpressive frame was a kind
of hidden genius. He deserves
far greater recognition than he
got in his lifetime.

Ramaswami was a touch art-

ist with his pen. He wrote good
and not so good things of play-
ers subtly. Some of his des-
patches were masterpieces.

One of Ramaswami's early
assignments was covering the
second Test between India and
Pakistan in Lahore in 1952.

“Our newspaper is read by
young students,” was the mes-
sage to Ramaswami from his
Editor in Madras after his first
day’s despatch. He did not take
the message amiss and wrote his
subsequent despatches in much
simpler English.

Ramaswami would make it a
point to reach the ground about
an hour before match. He made
an effort to talk to players, um-
pires and also the groundsman.
When the day’s play ended, he
would not rush out of the sta-
dium but stayed to capture
events after the play.

Ramaswami began his jour-
nalistic career with The Hindu,
switched to The Mail and then
to The Indian Express. He was an
assistant editor and leader
writer with all three papers.

Ramaswami played cricket
for YMCA and Royapettah in
the Madras League. He won a
medal in chess.

His contribution to cricket
in general and Indian journal-
ism in particular was far greater
than that of many stars. But it
went unrecognised. (Courtesy:
Straight Bat)

HERITAGE FOR THE
TOURIST

(Continued from Page 1)

property owners. We've re-
ceived feelers from heritage
property owners - from
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra and Himachal Pradesh.

Post-9/11 and post-sabre-
rattling, we have to look for new

markets, especially domestic
markets. So far, we've depended
too much on arrivals from the
West. We are now turning our
gaze to South Asian and South
East Asian countries, right up to
Australia and New Zealand.
(Courtesy: The Times of India,
Mumbai.)
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