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WE CARE FOR MADRAS THAT IS CHENNAI

This is the only way to
outsmart the Chennai mosqui-
toes!

Evening snacks

Chennai is now officially a fitness-
conscious city, with earnest citi-
zens walking, gym-ing, and diet-
ing.

But those Chennai walkers who
use the slightly more wooded

~ open areas for their evening per-
ambulations face unexpected
dangers, especially during this

~ season.

While they can keep their eyes
open, they must keep their
mouths shut, because members
of the insect community make a
habit of flying in on suicide mis-
sions. And, while one respects
all species, one draws the line at
swallowing something with hair,
wings and legs as a snack, espe-
cially when one is genuinely not
looking for food of any kind.

It is quite funny to watch this hap-
pen — to someone else, of course.

There they are, either walking or
. jogging along happily, when they
encounter an acquaintance. In-
stead of moving on with a casual

wave or smile, they pause to

speak. That’s when it occurs.

You can always tell by the sudden

' pause, the gulp, the glazed-eye
look, and the bout of choking
and sputtering, followed by the
rather embarrassed pretence all
round that this just did not hap-
pen.

The victims, however, soon move

on, gripped by a horrible fear
that they have now swallowed
something that might have the
worst effect possible on some or
all of their vital organs.

And you, trying not to laugh, re-
flect on the strange problems af-
fecting the human condition.

Ranjitha Ashok
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survey?

(By A Special Correspondent)

he whole coast of Coro-

mandel, beginning with the
stretch that’s the eastern
boundary of the city, is to be sur-
veyed anew by the country's na-
val hydrography department to
verify what exactly is the high
tide line, this correspondent re-
cently learned. If, as it is unoffi-
cially predicted, that line is now
much closer to the sea than was
generally accepted in the past,
the gates will be wide open for
unrestrained «coastal develop-
ment, unless there is an appre-
ciation that the coast should
under no circumstances be en-
dangered and that any develop-
ment alongside it takes the
threat-to-the-coast aspect into
consideration.

If this survey gets underway,
as is expected in the next few
weeks, and if it gives, as again
expected, the OK to building
closer to the beach, a coastal de-
velopment boom is likely to
threaten the city's entire coast.
Indicators of that boom could
well be the Rs.1000 crore
Marina-and-Sani Thomé-Beach
development plan the Govern-
ment appears to have set its
heart on, together with a new
administrative city on the Old
Mahabalipuram Road near
Covelong.

" Looking at the Marina pro-
posal first, this correspondent is
amazed how a Marina Improve-
ment Plan formulated by the
CMDA just a few months ago
has escalated from Rs.4 or 5
crore, with an annual expendi-
ture thereafter of a couple of
crores, into a combined devel-

opment of San Thomé beach to
the tune of Rs. 1000 crore.

These developments envis-
age major beautification plans
for the Marina — when all is
needed is clean sand and the
discipline to ensure the misuse
listed on this page last fortnight

is rigorously curbed. Any plans
beyond those outlined in the
CMDA study published in these
columns last fortnight could
only be a desecration of an in-
valuable bit of natural heritage
that in the past we have minded
with some sensitivity.

The plans for the San
Thomé Beach right down to the
Adyar Estuary are even more
grandiose. They envisage, in
place of-the fishermen’s tene-
ments, highrise for the
corporates, mansions for the mi-
nor diplomatic presence in the
city, and luxury residential
tower blocks and recreational
and service amenities for all to

(Continued on Page 5)
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Plant more trees is what everyone, including Government (see ae 5),
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urges. But at the same time, others keep felling them as they please, often for no
real reason at all. Fortunately, the tree seen in our picture has not been felled as
part of the restoration process in the Museum campus — where new lawns and
fencings for them are being created — but was there reason even 1o lop off
branches of it, as seen in our picture? Hopefully, we will not see more of this
from landscapers, conservationists or anyone else in the Museum campus.

(Photograph by R. ESWARRA]J).

Words in Delhi, lessons
for Chennai

hen World Heritage Day

was marked at the Indian
National Trust for Art and Cul-
tural Heritage at its headquar-
ters in New Delhi with a semi-
nar on the Preservation of
Lutyens’ Delhi, speaker after
speaker expressed concern
about the deterioration of the
city. Much of what was said
applies to Chennai too.

The capital’s problems are
multiplying, and the urgency to
address them all the more so. In
the last 40 years, considerable
changes have taken place in the
urban matrix, periodically
punctuated by threats to demol-
ish heritage buildings. The pres-
sures are mounting further;
with the rise of dozens of
flyovers and the carving of the
Metro Rail, the garden look of
Delhi is vanishing. Lutyens’
Delhi is now listed among the
“100 Most Endangered Sites for
the year 2002” by the World

Monuments Fund, which states

(By A Special Correspondent)

that careless redevelopment
would “... sound the death knell
to this magnificent district,
turning it into another night-
mare.” Chennai faces the same
nightmarish future. Should we
be deaf and blind?

Woriter and commentator
Patwant Singh, who has stated
about “the degradation of one
of the most beautiful capitals of
the world” over his lifetime, has
said everyone from King George
V to just about every Cabinet
Secretary of State had been in-
volved in the building of New
Delhi, and that the attention
given to the minutest detail was
quite mind-boggling. This is the
quality of leadership required,
he said, a leadership which pro-
vides cultural direction, draws
strength from one’s heritage.
Leadership is when people are
remembered many centuries
later for pointing the way. This
is what the nation sadly- lacks

today.

Tradition and continuity are
very important factors in na-
tion-building. Apart from en-
hancing the ASI budget, corpo-
rate sector support, public
clamour, media publicity and
professional monitoring are vi-
tal antidotes to overcome this
lethargy towards heritage pride
and protection, provided we do
not start saying this is British,
this is Hindu, this is Muslim,
this is Sikh, this is Christian and
get “bogged down in that sort of
slovenly approach to it.” We
owe it to ourselves to conserve
our common cultural heritage
because it not only gives a char- -
acter and an identity to the na-
tion, but also because it is the
birthright of the generations
that will follow us, added
Patwant Singh.

Professor K.T. Ravindran of
the Delhi School of Planning
and Architecture drew atten-
tion to the kind of instruments

" (Continued on Page 4) -
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How do we get students to wake up to History?

It may have been the converted
talking to the converted at the
C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar Founda-
tion, but during its recent semi-
nar on ‘Writing History’ it was
heartening to find near-unanim-
ity on the need to wake up the
authorities to the need for bet-
ter-written History to help in
making all concerned feel that it
is an important part of the cur-
riculum. The Man From Madras
Musings was delighted to find at
least one group of around 50
persons in agreement that the
scant importance given to His-
tory, Geography, Civics and
other humanities was a severe
indictment of the education sys-
tem in the country. And that by
paying greater attention to the
sciences, the country was only
producing consumer-oriented
technicians who had little back-
ground to play key roles in such
areas of concern of civic society
as governance, environmental
and heritage issues, and the
citizen’s responsibilities and
rights.

Keynote speaker Dr. N.
Rajendran of Bharatidasan Uni-
versity got the proceedings off
on the right note by candidly
stating that History as a subject
was at a low ebb in the country
and that few good students took
it out of choice. To improve this
situation, it was necessary to ex-
amine History as a subject, study
the parts dissected during that
examination and come up with
suggestions that would help in
improving the writing of History
to the extent greater interest is
created in it.

Two-part books

It was generally agreed by
those who addressed the various
points made by Prof. Rajendran
and others, including several
very articulate school teachers -
almost all of them women ~ that
History textbooks needed to be
in two parts. History being a fac-
tual statement of what hap-
pened, a bald recital of “it hap-
pened thus” (itihasa), this book
of facts, briefly stated, should be
the student’s textbook. But the
interpretations of the facts —and
there would be several interpre-
tations if the writer was being
objective - would be the
teacher’s guide, the second part
of the book. And it was the
teacher’s duty to liven the
classes with discussions, based
on the interpretations in the
guide and other sources, of the
facts the students learnt from
their part of the book. With the
teacher’s guide a part of the
same book, the student whose
interest had been kindled in the
subject by the discussions would
not only be able to read and reg-
ister the points made in the
teacher’s guide but would also
benefit from the reading recom-
mended to the teacher. Work-
books giving students the oppor-
tunity to react to the discussion
of the facts would help them get
more involved with the subject.
So would visits to historical sites
and discussions held against
those backgrounds.

The lack of emphasis on mod-
ern History and current History
— in the light of history being a
continuum — was regretted and it
was almost unanimously agreed
that this had to be addressed if we
were to produce a better and
more aware citizen. The Man
from Madras Musings was pleased
to note that there was at least one
speaker who wanted History,
Geography, Civics and Environ-
ment taught as separate compul-
sory subjects right through from
Class 3 to 10. And this would in-
clude one year on which the fo-
cus would be on the District and
one year on the State, the former
involving districtwise assessment
and the latter Statewise assess-
ment. This suggestion also in-
volved greater attention being
paid to India, then to her neigh-
bours and lastly to the great pow-
ers influencing the affairs of the
world. This speaker also sug-
gested the greater need in higher
technical education syllabuses to
include more of the humanities,
such as economic History, Na-
tional Resources, Political Deci-
sion-making etc.

Errors & omissions

The Man From Madras Musings
was happy to find newspaper dic-
tums being bandied about freely
as part of the discussion. It was
agreed that the facts were sacred,

were killed by the Nazis on racial
grounds important enough to be
recorded in the chapter on Ger-
man History?

Finally, the newspaper axioms
were once again stressed for writ-
ing History which would be read-
able for students of all ages. The
lesson would have to answer the
questions ‘Who’, “What’, “‘When’
and ‘How’, with the “Why’ being
part of the teacher’s guide. These
would have to be expressed with
brevity — keeping in mind the
student’s attention span - in a
language that was simple and
clear. Books so written and
teachers willing to make classes
interesting through free discus-
sion and outdoor visits could yet
make History come alive, but un-
less due importance was given to
the subject — instead of passing an
exam being all that mattered -
History in Indian schools was go-
ing to become a subject of less
and less importance, many at the
seminar felt. And that would not
only be tragic, but would result
in the growth of an ill-informed
citizenry.

Trust and trusts

ampradaan is a Delhi-based
Indian Centre for Philan-
thropy which The Man From
Madras Musings referred to in
this column several months ago.
It is a unique organisation, dedi-

bad, Krishna in Bangalore. If they
go, will the success continue? He
doubted it.

Calling for corporates, even
individually - and the Muru-
gappa Group’s Foundation is a
prime example - to get involved
in social uplift, he pointed out
that such foundations could do
much more if, as is the case
abroad, the foundations could in-
vest in the creator’s companies;
here, they can only invest in gov-
ernment securities and returns
were getting less and less.

Pushpa Sundar, who founded
Sampradaan, however, felt that at
least the major corporate founda-
tions in India could work to-
gether. Pointing out that the US
Council of Foundations had a
membership of 1600 major foun-
dations, she felt that at least
India’s major foundations - 89 in
number with corpuses of over
Rs.2 lakh each - could form a
similar organisation to network
together. Such a network could
enable members to learn from
each other, share experiences,
help each other in specific areas
and team together to speak on
public policy when required.
That is a suggestion which MMM
hopes will materialise, particu-
larly on such initiatives as popu-
lation — which advertising vet-
eran Bobby Sista, one of the
speakers, described as the biggest
bane of the country, and one that

but comment was free. There
was, it was stated, no such thing
as an objective interpretation of,
and comment on, the facts unless
at least the major interpretations
generally offered are presented,
analysed and weighed to get an
‘objective’ interpretation — which
will be each individual’s or
institution’s interpretation (as,
for instance, a political party or a
person or a particular political
hue). Arrival at such an interpre-
tation-after-analysis is quite dif-
ferent from motivated history
used to stir national, religious
and ethnic loyalties. Motivated
history, Dr. Rajendran empha-
sised, was a social atom bomb
whose effects could be worse
than a nuclear holocaust.

It was in this context that a
speaker sympathetic to the tra-
vails of fellow professors asked to
write History books suggested
that factual errors and omissions
— which have been occurring in
recent History books resulting in
major national controversies —
should not be looked at with sus-
picion. Errors could be corrected
in the next edition (why not with
immediate correction slips, it was
asked) and as for omissions,
there was only so much you
could put into a book of a limited
number of pages that had to
cover an excessive number of
subjects. But surely, wondered
one questioner, such omissions
should be based on an objective
analysis of what is important and
not important. For instance, was
not the fact that six million Jews

SHORT ‘N’ SNAPPY

cated to studying philanthropy in
the country and professionalising
it to the extent that not only
would philanthropic trusts be
able to work together but would
also be able to forge successful
partnerships with Government
and civil society voluntary
organisations. In keeping with its
mandate, it this year organised its
third annual conference on
PARTNERSHIPS - and making
them work, so that time and
money are put to use wisely.
Sadly, many a speaker and lis-
tener at the conference felt that
partnerships DON'T work in In-
dia, that even if they do, they lack
sustainability, and that going it
alone had a greater chance of suc-
cess than teamwork.

Keynote speaker M.V.
Subbiah, with his penchant for
calling a spade a spade, was blunt
in stating one reason that part-
nership did not work in India was
a lack of trust. Trust is not part
of the country’s culture; loyalty
to family, caste or religion is. An-
other reason is that Indians feel
that individualism is their birth-
right and so find it difficult to
work as a team. Where success
in the collective effort has re-
sulted - as in Hyderabad and
Bangalore - it has been through
individual leadership, not collec-
tive leadership. This individual
leadership has been able to get
the public, private and people’s
sectors to work together because
of urging them to team together
under one person’s leadership,

Chandrababu Naidu in Hydera-

has to be tackled on a war footing
— education and healthcare.

The Bangalore way

Sharing the happy experience of
the Bangalore Agenda Task
Force, whose aim is to make Ban-
galore the best city in India by
2004, Kalpana Kar of the task
force was enthusiastic about all
that had happened till date, re-
porting to the Partnership con-
ference. With Chief Minister
Krishna totally committed to the
Agenda’s agenda, the task force
had found that it had the whole-
hearted cooperation of the Cor-
poration, the Police, the Banga-
lore Development Authority and
the Public Transport sector. If

Krishna hadn’t insisted on that
cooperation, when the corporates
in Bangalore, who mainly consti-
tute the BATF, pointed out to
him that they could not attract
business to the city unless the city
improved itself, The Man from
Madras Musings doubts very
much whether what success
there has been would have been
possible. Those successes as
listed by Kar include collecting
Rs.32 crore from the BATF sup-
porters in order to initiate stud-
ies, conduct research and imple-
ment pilot projects, the results of
all of which would be given to the
civic authorities or the respective
departments to carry forward.

These recommendations to
date have included: self-assess-
ment of property tax and comput-
erised records in the Corporation
(implemented); a GIS system for
the city (underway); road signage
manual, signage at Sivaji Nagar
bus terminus to help passengers,
junction designs, pay 'n’ park mo-
dalities, one-way traffic and
Hosur Road improvement, all
implemented; citizen volunteers
to monitor garbage clearance
(implemented); street furniture
(pilot project completed and de-
signs given to Corporation for
designs); solid waste manage-
ment (under study); and public
sanitation facilities (under
study).

Has all this made a difference
to Bangalore? Many say it has.
But what strikes MMM about all
this is that it could have all been
done by the respective depart-
ments if only they had the will to
do so and were ordered to do it
post-haste. High-flying cor-
porates, even doing service pro
bono, were really not necessary
for what has been achieved. The
more serious questions appear to
MMM to be, how do you get
those in Government service to
do the work they are paid to do
and how do you get the political
leadership to pay more attention
to ensuring that they and the
Government servants serve the
public than squabbling inces-
santly with their rivals. Can’t po-
litical rivals be ignored during the
years a party is in office and those
in power get on with work that
will make life easier for the citi-
zenry!

MMM
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Supporting Musings — I

May I suggest the following as
answer to the Editor’s ques-

tion, ‘How do we sustain Musings?".

Many of us have received
Musings for so many years totally
free, I think it is time that all those
who care for Chennai should want
Musings to continue and should be
prepared to pay for it. As you have
indicated, donations of larger sums
are scarce to come by, but [ am sure
most of the lucky ones who re-
ceived the bi-monthly issues would
like to continue to read them and
would be more than happy to pay
for them.

You indicate that the mailing
list has been growing and that it is
now well over 16,000. I do consider
a contribution of Rs.500 a year
would not be a hardship to anyone
who is receiving this at present and
no one would hesitate to pay that
amount. Even if the mailing list
thereby comes down to half, say,
8000, a contribution of Rs.500 a
year should be able to raise a sub-
stantial amount, of around

Rs.40,00,000 and that should be

more than enough to sustain
Madras Musings.

C.D. Gopinath
“Harbour Gate House”,
44.45, Rajaji Salai,
Chennai 600 001.

Supporting Musings — 11
In Madras Musings (January Ist),

the Editor says that though MM
was anticipating a contribution of
Rs.5 lakh from its readers, in real-
ity, the response is not that good,
though he still is confident that
readers will support its causes. May
I suggest as economic prudence,
you stop publishing the coupon
“Want to muse with Musings?” By
doing so, you will ‘limit’ the circu-
lation to the current levels of
around 17,000. Otherwise, your
circulation will go on increasing
endlessly and Musings’ sustenance
will be difficult. Once your finances
look up, you can think of roping in
new readers.

V.S. Jayaraman
31, Motilal Street,
T. Nagar, Chennai 600 017.

Editor’s Note: We will certainly
have to implement your suggestion
from April 16th (Volume XIII-1), if
our target is not reached by then.
We still hope it will be.

during slaughter. )

The horrors of
animal slaughter

he debate in Madras Musings (January 1st & 16th) on stray
. dogs should serve to draw attention to another animal issue.
And that is the cruel treatment of cattle, pigs and poultry before and

Every day, hundreds of cattle are transported in lorries, huddled
together in standing position, to slaughter-houses miles away. On
the way these emaciated creatures sustain severe injuries before they
reach the slaughter-houses and a few usually die of starvation.

The conditions in the slaughter-houses are abominable. In the

tries and erring persons are severely punished with very heavy fines.

“houses with ethical methods of killihg,"the.animals_. Proper veteri-

present slaughter-house at Otteri to a place some way from north

most unhygienic environment, the most inhuman methods are
adopted for animal slaughter. The blood vessels in the neck are
slashed with a crude knife in full view of other sad-looking animals
waiting for their turn. Then, held by their horns, they are cast down
forcibly by tilting them to one side. The neck vertebrae break witha
crackling sound in the process. The animals lose their balance and
miserably fall to the ground with a thud. If milk is found in the
udder of the cow slaughtered, every drop of it is taken out. Skinning
of animals starts even as it is shivering due to the shock inflicted
while cutting open the slaughtered animals, a foetus in an advanced
stage of development can be seen in the uterus of some.

A similar fate is meted out to poultry. Broilers for meat are trans-
mitted packed together in crates and sent for long distances by lorry.
Many die due to shock or heat stroke on the way. On Sundays and
holidays, you can see cyclists carrying broilers in bunches of ten and
twenty, with the heads of the birds hanging down. This sort of han-
dling poultry upside down is totally prohibited in developed coun-

 The manner in which pigs are chased and caught in open areas
for slaughter is really shocking. The trade in pork is usually done by
individuals near their residences. Slaughter and trade are invariably
without any licence and veterinary inspection. The sale is often
made on Sunday mornings and on other holidays in an open place
close to the main road or highway (e.g. near Anna Salai, opposite
the Poultry Research Station, and near the United India Insurance.
Co. building in Teynampet). N |
* The crying need of the hour is regulation of proper transport of
cattle and poultry for slaughter and modernisation of slaughter-

nary inspection must also be legally enforced. |
 More than two decades ago there was a proposal to shift the

Madras. A special officer was appointed to draft a project. Due to
the lethargy of government, lack of political will to. support the
scheme, and disinterestedness of animal health activists, it was put
onthe backburner. . . . o o
It is high time animal health activists got together to-demand
implementation of this scheme and.ﬁr&;’ggﬁ_t’c@ueky'to the animals..
| - Dr.M.S. Jayaraman

SR ~Retd: Professor:

'~ Madras Veterinary College

- 10, Shrinivas Apartments, Turn Bulls Road

i - LCross Street, Nandanam, Chennai 600 035.

..

Supporting Musings — 111

eader Dattatri's response

(MM, January Ist) to Madras
Musings' appeal is likely to be a rare
one; few live in Tamil Nadu who
are determined to help a public
cause. Politics of the State has got
the people of Tamil Nadu used to
permanently expecting anything
and everything free.

This attitude cannot be changed
in the years to come and hence the
expectations of Madras Musings
might not be fulfilled even to the ex-
tent of 50%. I have myself given you
more than 50 addresses for free des-

~ patch of MM but, alas, [ am yet to

persuade even a single one of them
todonate at least Rs.100. Thatis the
reality. | am sure, your appeal would
have more effect in other States
than in today’s Tamil Nadu. But ]
wish you the best.

V. Narayanan

113 (39/C)

Kamatchi Amman Sannithy Street
Kanchipuram 631 502.
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PLEASE NOTE

® All letters for The Editor's

attention should be addressed to
The Editor, c/o Lokavani Hall-Mark
Press Pvt. Ltd., 62/63, Greames
Road, Chennai 600 006.

® All business correspondence
should be addressed to The
Director, Chennai Heritage. 260-A,
TTK Road, Chennai 600 018.

® Madras Musings does not accept
letters by e-mail.

Missing fountain

he plans to bring life to Marina

(MM, January Ist) are laud-
able. But the authorities working
on the scheme must bear in mind
the circular fountain that was in
front of R.K. Road (near Marina)
which resembled the fountain in
Cubbon Park in Bangalore. It has
been replaced with a traffic um-
brella. Could the fountain be re-
turned to its place!

P. Ranganathan
16, Vedachala Garden
Mandavelli Street
Chennai 600 028.

A Marina sea-pool?

egarding the plans to improve

he Marina (MM, January Ist),
I have seen abroad swimming pools
erected in the sea so that they get
filled with tidal waves. Many a
swimmer, including myself, thus,
enjoys a sea bath without the dan-
ger of waves or the fear of sharks.

Work is on apace at the Museum campus to conserve and restore the
Mutsewm campus as part of its 150th Anniversary. But is raising a new wall
— after pulling down the old wall that needed restoration - real commitment
to conservation principles, even if the two-part new duplicates the old wall’s
jali in a newly created second level over a new first level? Even a former
Director of Musewms has been constrained to take note of this, in his letter

published below. (Photograph by R. ESWARRAJ.)
[s this restoration?

@ It is good that the Madras Museum campus is being given a
facelift, but the statement that “having started the work late, the
Building Wing of the PWD is working against time to complete it”
shows the faulty approach of the PWD to the work. The Museum
campus is a heritage site, and any work on it should be done with
the utmost care and not in a tearing hurry. Already, the PWD have
knocked down one of the old magnificent metal gates and walled up
the space and raised the compound wall so high that it looks atro-
cious. (Editor’s note: See R. Eshwarraj’s picture above.)

The PWD should have consulted experts in the field of restora-
tion, like INTACH, before starting work. Even now it is not too
late. They can halt their major operations, put back the metal gate,
lower the raised compound wall and then spruce up the campus just
for the celebrations and carry on major restoration work later on. 1
hope this is done to avoid damage to an important heritage site of

the City.

PRI TNt .

N. Harinarayana
120 Big Street
Triplicane, Chennai 600 005

Sea water is far more healthier
than contaminated water in swim-
ming pools and far cheaper (if a fee
has to be paid).

Would the authorities look into
this suggestion?

K. Rajeswari Krishna
2A, Parkland Apartments
Kamala Bai Street

T. Nagar

Chennai 600 017.

Marina dividers

ne problem on the Marina

(MM, January Ist) has been
caused by the traffic police them-
selves. This is the placing of small
road dividers to narrow the north-
south stretch in the forenoons in
order to broaden the south-north

part. In practice, these ‘dividers’ are
not easily visible and commuters
get unsighted and bang into them
or veer abruptly and dash into some
passing vehicle and receive a carful
of choice Madras bashai.

In any case, divider or no di-
vider, the white Ambassador Gov-
ernment vehicles leave their lane
without a qualm and rush head-
long, carrying their silent VIP
cargo, posing a grave hazard to
non-VIP road-users, the reason be-
ing, to use a lovely Madrasi expres-
sion, there are no ‘askers’. Whither
has it fled, the old Madras decency?

C.G. Prasad
9, C.S. Mudali Street

Kondithope
Chennai 600 079.

Want to muse

with MUSINGS?

If you would like to be put on Madras Musings’ mailing
list, just fill in the form below (use block letters/type) and
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Venu San can
become the
Indian guru

T\’ S Motor Co was recently
awarded the covered
Deming Award. A couple of
years ago, Sundaram Clayton
Ltd.. also headed by Venu
Srinivasan and which had pro-
moted the TVS Motor Co., re-
ceived the Deming Award.
Cousin K Mahesh, heading
Sundaram Brake Linings Ltd.,
another TVS Group company
and neighbour of Sundaram
Clavton at the TVS Padi com-
plex, won the Deming Award
last vear. Yet another neighbour
of Sundaram Clavton, Lucas-
TVS Lid., headed by K Balaii,
brother-in-law of Venu, won
the JIT Grand Prix award, the
first non-Japanese and non-Ko-
rean company to receive this
award in 13 vears.

e by
S. Viswanathan

Srinivasan acknowledges the
interest kindled by CII almost a
decade ago in moving towards
total quality management. [ re-
member the initiative taken by
Srinivasan as the then Chair-
man of CI[{SR) presenting a
calaxy of top-rated Japanese,
European and American ex-
perts, including Shinohara, Di-
rector — Production, of Maruti
Suzuki, on aspects of manufac-
turing excellence. I rated thatas
the best of the programmes of-
fered by Cll until chat time (ClI
also initiated the pattern to levy
hefry fees from delegates, a
practice that has come to stay
since!).

Addressing a recent CII
seminar on Leadership in chang-
ing times, Srinivasan made an
evocative presentation on the
turbulent times his company
went through in the early Nine-
ties and pointed out that lead-
ers emereed in certain testing
times. [ remember collaborators
Suzuki Motor Co were not quite
impressed over the multifarious
problems encountered by the
company, including highly dis-
turbed industrial relations.
Srinivasan and his team boldly
stepped up R&D efforts, went
for new products, handled
adroitly and with firmness IR
problems, moved out quite a
good number of recalcitrant
staff, including senior general
managers, ruthlessly cut costs
and focussed on aggressive mar-
keting. The rest is history.

Srinivasan referred to his
company inviting experts from
Japan, Britain, USA, Austria
and India and the benefits de-
rived by their expertise. “They

were mentors and their inputs
were invaluable,” he said.

Indian industry now has ex-
perience of close to 50 years in
managing businesses. In the
early years, we looked for ex-
perts {from Britain, thanks to
historical connections, then to
the Americans. In the Eighties,
after the advent of Maruti and
LCVs and motor cvcles pro-
Jduced in collaboration with Ja-
pan, the focus shifted to Japan.

Srinivasan talked of the vari-
ous viewpoints. | am intrigued
at the lack of effores at attempt-
ing such a synthesis of the dif-
ferent streams of curus. At Padi,
Sundaram Clayton has excelled
by adopting the TQM practices.
Sundram Fasteners swears by
total productivity management
and owes allegiance to another
set of Japanese gurus. Lucas-
TVS is passionate about small
group activity and has achieved
excellence following this, with
auidance from yet another set of
Japanese gurus.

At what point of time will
Indian business attempt to
synthesise these different
strcams? And help evolve the
Indian model?

Or, perhaps, like the famous
Indian schools of philosophy of
advaita, dvaita and visishtadvaita,
all drawing their inspiration
from the Vedas and Upanishads,
will Indian business also

(Continued on Page 7)

THE
OLD...

Onr OLD is ¢ copy of an old view of the Brahma Gana Sabha'’s Vani Mahal
in T'Nagar and we are glad to note in owr NEW that the front view has not - THE
changed too much in the process of creating @ welcome new wditorion. The new
anditorivm is 4 great improvement on the old tin-roofed one, offering a great deal of

NEW

comfort and better acoustics — but the overall look of the G N Cheuy Road-Vani Mahal junction has, happily, not
changed inrecognisably. (Photograph: R ESWARRA))
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Words in Delhi, lessons for Chennai

(Continued from Page 1)

that the Government or the
Delhi Development Authority
uses to manipulate the Lutyens’
Dethi area. He saw no “mudd-
led thinking" in any of this,
rather it was a deliberate strat-
egy to create a confusion of
rules and regulations. It opened
windows of opportunity — to
exploit and advance commer-
cial interests, with the conniv-
ance of people in charge of
regulating development,
“Whoever is the landowner
with the capacity to negotiate
with the system, he basically de-
termines the final urban form.”
Ravindran recalled that Union
Minister for Culture and Tour-
ism, Jagmohan, had stated at a
recent National Workshop for
Heritage Conservation and
Management that the problem
lay in governance and lack of
political will to administer faws.
A government under continu-
ous pressures from within sim-
ply goes ahead and issues a no-

tification that this particular
change is being effected and
gives one month time to file ob-
jections. It then takes cogni-
sance of the objection but it is
not obliged to take that objec-
tion into consideration. It is an
exercise undertaken in the
name of public participation, to
legitimise the decisions taken by
the government. So from time
to time grandiose plans get
floated... Even the global money
market has shown interest in in-
vesting in Connaught Place,
rated one of the most valuable
real estates in India. Fortunately
all such plans have not seen the
light of day as of now. But this
can all change in the future -
with a mere notification!
Vice-Chairman S.K. Misra
of INTACH said, “The British
have left us a tremendous heri-
tage in the form of museums,
buildings, cities like Delhi, and
hill stations. Over the years
since Independence, are we re-
ally taking any care to preserve
them? Look ar our hill stations,

for example. They have become
a nightmare, whether it is
Shimla, Musoorie, Nainital or
any of the other hill stations...
We have not been able to build
even one new hill station after
Independence. And the ones
we have inherited, we have not
been able to take care of. The
case of Delhi is very similar...
We have the Urban Arts Com-
mission and various commis-
sions. What are these commis-
sions doing? Are they just paper
commissions, rubber stamp
commissions! They are not at
all effective. I think there is
need for creating a greater sense
of awareness.”

Smita Makhija, Conserva-
tion Architect, said, “If we can-
not equal the vision and breath
of capital-building by Shah-
jahan (Old Delhi) and Lutyens
(New Delhi), must we obliter-
ate what they built — even the
little that is left?”

Shankar Menon wanted the
constant renaming of streets to
stop. “The only solace is that

some years down the road they
will all be replaced by other
names!” :

O.P. Jain of INTACH
thought, “The ninth city of
Delhi, or DDA Delhi, instead of
building around Delhi, has built
over it!” Sunita Kohli said that
“Good measures which one
government initiates should be
left intact, not overturned by
the next.”

S.S. Shafi thought, “Metro
Rail system will have an adverse
impact on heritage landmarks...
the Jantar Mantar will be af-
fected by vibrations...”

Shyam Chainani of INT-
ACH Mumbai stated that “New
Delhi should not be flattened
on the pretext of VIP security.”

Kamal Meattle of ASSO-
CHAM concluded, “As in the
case of CNG, citizens muststand
up. Seek Supreme Court inter-
vention in spite of Government.
The only way to achieve hard
objectives is to fight for what we
believe.” — (Courtesy: Virasat,

Newletter of INTACH.)
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Cities must be
greened...

In these days of rapid urbani-
sation, town planning should
take into account environmen-
tal management and greening of
the whole urban area as an inte-
gral part of urban development
to benefit the entire population.
This assumes importance at
present when serious con-
straints of space, ever-increas-
ing pollution levels and rapid
population growth have made it
absolutely necessary to compre-
hensively manage the greening
sector, particularly the greening
of road margins and public
places, which is the principal re-
sponsibility of city corporations
or the municipal entities and
farge institutions. Some sugges-
tions for greening, based on the
different categories of urban
spaces, are featured alongside.
Inimplementing urban plan-
ning, information on various ur-
ban constituents should be
studied in relation to the struc-

The process of urbanisation
in India has often meant widen-
ing of streets, and the conse-
quent ruthless cutting down of
trees, both on roadsides and ad-
joining compounds. This brings
to a hale all the good efforts of
earlier generations. If these
trees can be safely removed and
replanted, this damage can be
eliminated. Today, thanks to
the availahility of suitable ma-
chinery and transport, and in-
novative procedures developed
by horticulturists, transplanta-
tion can be carried out success-
fully. However, such transplan-
tation calls for early knowledge
and coordination with other
agencies.

Growing rtrees from sceds
and cuttings in sitie has been the
method till recenty. While
such trees could grow in a
healthy way, there were several
problems threatening survival -
particularly from cattle and

@ Based on a paper presented by G. Dattatri, urban
planner, and K. Hariharan, horticulturist, at a national
seminar on ‘Ecofriendly Arboriculture: Orchards and
Avenue Trees'. (Prof. S. Dayanandan, Head of the
Department, Botany, Madras Christian College,
reviewed it recently to provide expert advice and
Chennai-specific modification.)

tural arrangement, environ-
ment and desired vegetation
quality. Urban environment
may be catagorised into seven
typical localities

— Town centre (main roads,
plaza/parking, interior roads)

— Residential (streets in
planned neighbourhoods, other
streets, hutted areas)

— Industrial areas (indus-
trial estates, green industry cam-
pus, polluting industry campus)

— Public access/recreation
(beach/coastline, waterways,
lakes)

— Utilities {sewage farms,
burial grounds, degraded lands)

— Parks and institutions
(parks, campuses, small institu-
tions) and

— Transport facilities (high-
ways, railways and airports).

The suggested trees for cach
situation are the ones that
should be used.

Tub planting is recom-
mended in specific instances,
where almost all areas are
paved, leaving hardly any op-
portunity for plants to grow or
survive. It is therefore necessary
to culture suitable trees and
plants in tubs, which could then
be transported to the required
location to provide immediate
and useful effect. This method
is eminently suited for narrow
streets, shopping plazas and
parking areas.

goats. Also, it took a much
longer time for the trees to
flower, provide shade etc. To-
day it is possible to grow trees in
nurseries and transplant them
when they are 3 m - 4 m high.
These have a better survival
rate, besides providing benefits
much earlier.

In order to take advantage of
this method, it is necessary to
establish a large number of tree
nurseries both by the municipal
body and commercial and non-
commercial organisations.

The maintenance of public
parks, street planting, road di-
vides and islands is one of the
most important responsibilities
of every municipal body. Green-
ing on the scale required cannot
be carried out in an ad hoc man-
ner by the engineering depart-
ment, which has more pressing
work to be carried out. [tis time
for every municipal body to es-
tablish a Landscaping and Tree
Development Department,
which can not only mobilise
sponsorship for tree planting
but also involve NGOs, civic
groups, street associations and
interested individuals in this ef-
fort. This could be headed by a
qualified horticulturist trained
in such related activities as
simple engineering, human
management and public rela-
tions, supported by adequate
staff. The size of the unit may

be decided based on the extent
of support available from the
State Forestry and Horticulture
Departments who are increas-
ingly involving themselves in
urban planning.

Without trees and their

green cover, urban arcas will
become unlivable. Trees cannot
just be planted and forgotren.
They will not survive. Besides
interest, a responsible local gov-
ernment department and com-
mitted cooperative and helpful
community organisations are
needed. Most important of all,
this knowledge and awareness
must be imparted to young chil-
dren. What betrer gift can we
give them than making an ur-
ban area green with diversified
plants and trees and developing
it into a Tree University? The
role of educational and rescarch
institutions and universities in
such acrivity is crucial to the
emerging need to ensure sus-
tainable development.
Editor’s Note: In subsequent is-
sues of Madras Musings we will
publish lists of recommended
trees for Town Centres, Resi-
dential Areas, Industrial Areas,
Public Access & Recreation Ar-
cas, Transport Facilities like
Railways and Airports, Less
cared, Degraded Lands & Sew-
age Farms, Parks & Institutions
and also those suitable for Small
Insritutions.

Tree transplanting

transplanted.

ing are:

and a portion of shoot.

and yard manure.

Propagation by seeds

ment.

and cotton waste composts.

Tub-grown trees

... and bere’s how

s far as tree transplanting is concerned, some individual effort
has been successfully done with palms and Ficus trees due to
their better regenerative capacity; they form adventitious roots
quickly, even on injury. Other trees, like the Cannon ball tree,
Gulmohar, Thuja and Christmas trees, have also been successfully

The basic principles and techniques involved in tree transplant-

— Gradual, phased removal of old branches and leaves, retaining
only a minimum foliage cover, coupled with digging to remove
the root ball with root plate intact.

—The entire tree should be lifted with suitable mechanical lifters
and covered with mulch materials throughout the root system

—The new area selected should be cleared of debris, and pits of
dimension 20’ x 20’ x 4’ or less dug and filled with well-rotten

— Replanting should be done after judicious root pruning, covering
with good soil and then copiously irrigated.

! I ‘rees which are propagated by seeds need to be raised in long
polythene sleeves in order to allow lengthy tap root develop-

— Nursery medium should be incorporated with biofertilisers and
biocontrol agents. This is important as the site of the tree’s fu-
ture growth is uncertain and the soil may not be rich enough to
support its growth and development.

— Large nurseries should use HDPE bags filled with soil mixed
with press mud composts, coir composts, coffee husk composts

— Modern tree nurseries should be maintained more scientifically,
with suitable rooting chambers and growth chambers (net
houses) to hasten growth and bring out better propagules.

— The final planting site should always be soil fumigated with fu-
migant pesticides at the time of planting.

ub-grown trees need tubs of RCC or fibreglass of dimension
Im?, with suitable pot mixture and drainage facilities.

Single trees or trees in groups may be trained to grow with a
clear trunk of 2 m and a canopy not exceeding 3 m - 4 m. Regular
pruning and manuring will establish the plants and, when fully
grown, they flower and fruit freely.

Generally, a temporary protection to overcome reflected heat
until they cast their own shade is very important.

Tub trees do not generally require repotting. Therefore, they of-
fer a very viable solution to street-level urban greening.

What price, after coastal survey?

(Continued from Puge 1)

be provided. No wonder some
would-be developers in this area
have already published notices
about their intentions to seek
permission for development in
the area. No wonder, too, the
fisherfolk in the kuppams here
are up in arms against both
projects, despite the San
Thomé project promising 500
homes for the fisherfolk as part
of the development envisaged.

And as if all the develop-
ment in and around a city that
can't take any more is not
enough, there’s talk of more
‘beautification’, this time the
crores being earmarked for the
Buckingham Canal already ru-
ined by the Metro being raised
in its bed and on its banks.

The questions that arise
from all these plans for stagger-
ingly costly development and
beautification proposals are not
a few. But to raise just one or
two of them:

FIRST, there is no doubt
that a new 'Administrative City’
is a ‘must’. The only question is
whether the new ‘city’ with a
projected population of over 5

lakh should be developed on
5000 acres belonging to the
Alavandhar Trust and the
Thiruvidanthai Temple on the
Old Mahabalipuram Road near
Covelong or whether it should
be in the far more central and
less congested Tiruchi-Thanja-
vur area thart late Chief Minis-
ter M.G. Ramachadran had
thought of. With all the indus-
trial development on the Old
Mahabalipuram Road - what
with IT and Biotech corridors -
do we need to overstress the
area with an administrative city
that would also be far from cen-
tral or easy of access for the citi-
zenry of the State!

An even more intriguing
question is the signing of the
agreements with Malaysia to
first draw up plans for both
projects and then, probably,
help develop them. With the
Indian technical pool consid-
ered one of the largest and most
talented in the world, with mil-
lions of NRls with the where-
withal to fund such projects if
all is fair and square, what is the
necessity to seek Malaysian ex-
pertise, particularly newly de-

veloped expertise, for the plan-
ning! Hyvderabad and Bangalore
seem to be doing very well with
home-grown talent and NRI
funding. Why do we in Chennai
have to be so unpatriotically dif-
ferent!

Another question is, apart
from the actual development of
the Marina and the Administra-
tive City, what is going to be the
cost of the infrastructural devel-
opment - the roads, powerlines,
sewage works etc — needed for
such large complexes and where
is it all to come from?

And, last but not least, what
is all this going to cause to the
environment in Chennai? Mod-
ern coastal developments in
other parts of the world have
been eco-friendly. The scales
being talked about here are any-
thing but eco-friendly in a
coastal city. Surely it's time for
CMDA planners and those egg-
ing them on to think in terms of
environment and heritage-
friendly development, appreci-
ating that small can be beauti-
ful, rather than thinking that
anything mega must by its na-
ture be outstanding.
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Ram’nan

(Current Affairs questions are
from the period January 1st to
15th. Questions 11 to 20 per-
tain to Tamil Nadu and

Chennai.)

1. Why was a 60-year old Ameri-
can, Joseph Cooper, in the news
in Kerala recently?

2. Who won the Deodhar Tro-
phy, India’s premier domestic
one-day cricket tourney, in
Chennai on January 15th?

3. Which of the Gibb brothers of
the famous group Bee Gees died
recently?

4. Which IPS officer has become
the first Indian to be appointed
to the prestigious post of UN Ci-
vilian Police Adviser!?

5. Name the first-ever summit
held in New Delhi to recognise
the achievements of People of In-
dian Origin abroad.

6. Who won the coveted Tata
Open singles tennis title in
Chennai on January 5th?

7. Name the famous Indian
painter, affectionately called
‘Bhabeshda’, who recently passed
away at the age of 101.

8. Who became the youngest
cueist to win the senior National
snooker title, after taking both
the junior snooker and billiards
crowns, in Jammu recently?

9. Who is the third batsman to
cross 10,000 Test runs!?

10. Name the popular models of
cars introduced in India by
Toyota and Opel?

* * *

11. The new National table ten-
nis singles champions are from
Chennai. Name them.

12. The Government of Tamil
Nadu has invited a proposal from
the Malaysian Government for
building a mega-administrative
hub at which place near
Chennai?

13. Till 1903, A.]. Yorke of

Parry's was the only one to own
what in Madras?

14. Which ‘must visit’ bookshop
in Lonely Planet’s guide to
Chennai won BAPASI’s Best
Bookseller award this year?

15. Where was a much talked
about statue of Kannagi unveiled
in Chennai on January 12th?

16. What scheme, to stave off
farmer starvation, has been intro-
duced in the State?

17. How are the Damarla Nayaks
related to the city of Madras!?

18. Who was re-appointed the
DGP of Tamil Nadu on January
6th?

19. The Metropolitan Transport
Corporation now has only one
circular service, C-13. What is
the route?

20. What specialised training es-

tablishment is headquartered at
Marudham in Chennai?

(Answers on page 8)

Those crows
— and me!

am delighted that someone

has expressed in print a re-
sponse to a species that has for
long traumatised me. Crows,
both domestic and jungle, have
destroyed the peace and sanc-
tity of my morning walk on the
terrace. They are more raucous
than ever and their tribe has in-
creased in more than plenty.
Whenever they proved to be a
burden more than I could bear,
my toy gun would be adequate
protection. But over the past
four months or so, while my
family hears the firing on roof,
the neighbours watch with
amusement the bizarre sight of
a fifty-plus woman racing up the
Tirupati steps with an agility
unbecoming of her age. Clad in
the strange garb of an old
housecoat-turned-long-skirt
and T-shirt, with a satchel on
her left shoulder and a gun held
high over her head, she keeps
firing away while continuing to
walk her eight rounds across
and her ten around the terrace,
never for one second letting go

there were none. I miss them,
my warm companions, half an
hour in whose company would
put me in the right frame of
mind for the rest of the day. |
am now fractious, irritable, and
often highly abrasive — it doesn’t
require much imagination to
guess the source of such nega-
tive vibes.

We are chased every time we
step out of the house into the
garden and my husband and fa-
ther need to protect their bald-
ing pates from these terrorist at-
tacks from creatures flying fe-
verishly overhead. These ugly
specimens, my mother tells me
in her constant effort to make
me tolerant and accept all of
God's creations, are useful in
their scavengers’ role. She also
points out without fail that
crows are very united — they will
caw to share a piece of a
chicken’s inside, they will caw
even more raucously to protect
their young. This team spirit,
however, does not appeal to me,
management trainer and fanatic

A personal piece inspired by “Of crows

and shade trees” by A. Rajaram.

of the gun. No one knows the
degree to which she is trying
hard to practise tolerance and
restore the peace that has been
broken in the deepest core of
her being.

The crows have built nests in
every single tree - the
neighbour’s almond, our own
neem, mango and Ashoka.
They are more than equal to the
missiles of the Kargil war! Mean
as they are, they stoop so low as-
to fly just over my head as if be-
ing thoroughly incapable of
soaring high, their avowed pur-
pose being the damnation of
this quiet-seeking walker. How-
ever, when the mynahs just
about settle on the top of the
two Ashokas, one of which I
had appropriately christened
‘Bird-stop’, these black frag-
ments of the Devil himself can
tear upwards to shoo them off.
My heart aches and numbness
sets into my fingers — the latter
from holding the gun for half an
hour and the ache from not
having to take out of my satchel
my Samsung binoculars and
watch my soul-mates: tailor
birds, red-vented bulbuls, the
faichful spotted dove that ap-
pears at 6.50 a.m. with her
kurroo-kurroo-(3) to speak soft
comfort to my anguished heart,
and the occasional kingfisher.
The crows have ruined it all...
the birds of God’s love began to
appear less frequently and then

as | am. They work in unison,
yes, they play the role of scav-
enger to perfection, but my soul
is still alive. Let them scavenge
the dead. Every pore of my be-
ing still responds to life, espe-
cially as it bursts into energy ev-
ery crack of dawn, and these
dark beings have no right to
claw into my soul.

[ have been tormented by
crows all my life, for as long as 1
can remember. And for a per-
son who is an ardent bird-
watcher (although an amateur
in the skilled notes of such prac-
tice), who looks for bird-sanc-
tuaries on every annual retreat
in the hills and river resorts,
who spends what little time she
has to call her own leafing
through bird books by Salim
Ali, Jagjit Singh and Martin
Woodcock, and whose eternal
favourite CD continues to be
Fifty Bird Songs from around the
World, I have long found this
extremely strange. For aren’t
crows, birds? So, why?

And then one day, some
years ago, I think I put my fin-
ger on it. | understood my re-
sponse of resentment, bitter an-
ger, stark anguish, a huge sense
of outrage and sheer fear — all
very violently negative emo-
tions, especially for a person
whose most intense response,
on the opposite end of the scale
to love, was never hate but only
a distant and detached neutral-

he crow family is quite impressive comprising the Crow, Raven,

Jackdaw, Rook and right up to the gorgeous Bird of Paradise,
so called because the Italian scientist Linnaeus was so 1mpressed
with its plume that he deemed it a denizen of Paradise. '

It is verily at the head of the winged: hierarchy, very high in
mental development (see stories in ‘Our Readers Write’), capable
of mimicry, revelling in mischief and excelling in sagacity..

It is as a simple scientific experiment and a display of uncanny
commonsense that the story of ‘The Crow and the Pitcher’ figures
in Aesop's Fables (c. 300 B.C.). Did Aesop choose it for nothing?!

The crows do not hang about or make a noise except when as-
sembled at the appointed places where food is habitually offered or
when one of their kin is wounded or dead.

Living in many expressive idioms, I am afraid only some unin-
formed and unkind person added the vile one, ‘Stone the crow’. 1
would not, even as an exclamation!

N. Dharmeshwaran

The biscuit crow

write about a crow which frequents my flat. Whenever it is

ungry, it caws until I come out and give it some-thing. Jocularly,
I tell my younger son that this crow is my third child. If after five or
six caws, there is no response from us, it pokes its nose through the
grille, perhaps thinking of coming inside. v

Right from 6 in the morning other crows turn up at regular
intervals. They won’t eat the ordinary rice. They must have idli,
dosai, poori, chapathi, bread, and, of course, biscuit! '

There’s a baby crow which, unable to eat for itself, snatches the
food from its mother’s mouth. It’s fascinating to watch, while all our
neighbours are watching us daily offer biscuits to this crow.

Guduvanchery.

S. Alamelu

Chennai.

ity. From my dabbling interest
and awareness of matters psy-
chological, I wondered if the
answer lay in my childhood. |
had made a startling discovery
of another part of myself in a
sudden revelation (the subject
of another piece, Those Magic
Hours) and thought this time I
needed to engage myself in a
quest. [ didn’t have far to seek
for an answer.

My 78-year-old mother can
still share this despite the Par-
kinsonian pain in articulating
and as much pain in feeling the
trauma her one and only goes
through every time a black caw
is uncomfortably close or stri-
dent. Going through the travails
of labour, on the evening of
August 8", 51 years ago, she was
stretched out in expectant pain
on a bed in the RSRM Lying-in
Hospital in Royapuram. At 55
minutes past midnight, the pain
drew to a close and hope was
realised when a nurse held up
the just-born with the remark,
“Here’s little Sarah!” Sarah Se-
nior, with joy in her heart
(those were the days when a fe-
male child was still in the
wanted category), spent the
next few hours in a numbed
state of exhaustion as she and
the medical staff helped her
cope with a rather heavy post-
labour bleeding.

When she opened her eyes
in the early hours of the morn-
ing, her first thoughts were of
litctle Sarah who, obviously,
could not be placed with her.
She looked for her little one and
could see some distance away,
near an open, unbarred window
in this general ward to where
she had been moved, a cradle,

in which I lay, sucking my raw
thumb (for the last time, I am
told), not quite fully asleep, but
stirring in mild disturbance. In
the same glance she suddenly
saw it — this crow, the wretched
thing must have been black -
sitting on the ledge of the win-
dow cawing away, looking in-
tently at her baby. She hollered
out for the nurse, who rushed
in, just in time, says my mother,
to thwart any attempt at claw-
ing or prodding her tendér baby.
The nurse shooed off the dark
intruder (mother gave the nurse
a piece of her mind), the cradle
was moved closer to the bed and
my mother cast, from then until
now, a loving and watchful eye
over her creation.

A foiled attack, then! I know
it continues unabated and I fear
— I who do not know the mean-
ing of this emotion in any other
context — these dark-winged,
rapacious creatures who are out
to get me! Every morning they
tear at my soul — on the terrace
when [ am walking, on the bal-
cony when I am reading..

erywhere, especially when [ am -

alone or fairly still. I've held out
this long, but their increasing
number in the city scares me
more than ever, even as I des-
perately look-for reassurance
that perhaps, perhaps...I am
not the only victim!

Will they forever pursue me?
Will 1 forever flee? Will they
freeze only in ultimate conquest
of me? I rest in hope that even
after my mother has crossed
over, her love will protect me
forever!

Shantha Gabriel
(MM, September 1, 2002)
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State plan
to create
champions

ften the question is asked

why is it that a country of
one billion people finds it so dif-
ficult to develop international
champions in sport. The an-
swers are not far to seek — sport
is not part of the curriculum in
schools, there is lack of training
facilities and good coaches,
there is politicking in sports
bodies... In other words, there is
lack of motivation for the young
to excel. However, a unique
programme initiated by the
Tamil Nadu Government to
identify young sportspersons
who have done outstandingly at
the State and National levels
and who have the potential to
become future international
class competitors may yet be
cause for hope.

Under the Champions De-
velopment Scheme (CDS), the
Sports Development Authority

“of Tamil Nadu (SDATN) has

identified a group of potential
international champions in the
State. These sportspersons have
done exceptionally well in vari-
ous disciplines in a State or Na-
tional sub-junior or junior
event, are below 20 years of age
and have at least five years of
active competitive life ahead of
them.

Determined to effectively
implement the scheme is
P.W.C. Davidar, Member-Sec-
retary, SDATN, who is in
charge of the Scheme as well.
Davidar, a sportsman himself
(he was a boxer and is the Presi-
dent of the Tamil Nadu Boxing
Association who has helped de-
velop the sport in the State),
had a brief stint with SDATN
in 1994-95, before being posted
to Pudukkottai, where he set up
long-jump pits in several
schools, and Madurai, where he
established the Sprint Academy
for athletes. Davidar, now back
at the SDATN, says, “A
planned approach is necessary if
we are to mould champions who
can successfully compete at in-
ternational levels.” And he
adds, “Budding sportspersons
require assistance in a whole lot
of areas that are normally ig-
nored by coaches 'and sports
bodies — motivation and psy-
chological support, for ex-
ample.”

The SDATN chose 20
champions under the Scheme
for a two-day workshop con-
ducted by a professional and at
the end of it they came out
realising what their strong and
weak points were, and how to
develop concentration as well
as the killer instinct. They were

also sent by SDATN to an ad-
vanced sports institute in Ban-
galore for physical conditioning
and for anthropometrical and
psychological tests conducted
by experts. Outlining the kind
of services provided to the

Tamil Nads Chief Minister J. ]ayalalitl'lnnwﬂanked by some of those reeenily in;fucted into the State’s Champions’
Development Scheme. From left to right are V. Anm (Swimming), Vaidehi Reddy (Squash), Deepan Chakravarthy
(Chess), Susanth Krishna (Swimming) and Romith Rao (Sailing).

~ Towards producing
- those ‘champions

The Sports DevelopmentAuthon_ty of Tamil Nadu (SDATN)
building on EVR Periyar High Road is just like any other non-
descript government butldmg. However, once you are inside the

office on the first floor; it is a different picture you get. Black-and-

white, sepia-tinted and colour pictures mark the walls and pillars —
pictures-of Flying Sikh Milkha Singh, Jesse Owens, Harold
Abrahams, Charley Paddock, Nadia Comaneci and Pullela
Gopichand. Sports news is being broadcast over the radic for a staff
that is busy in individual cubicles. Indeed, the spirit inside is amply
reflected in the headline of one of SDATN’s recently produced bro-
chures, which reads, “Get, Set, Go...”

- P.W.C. Davidar, Member»Secretary, SDATN, says he is in con-

stant touch with corporate houses to garner financial support for

sport in Tamil Nadu. “The support required in terms of financial
help varies from sport to sport. Unfortunately, few companies have

“come forward to help,” he regrets.

'SDATN seeks individual and corporate sponsorship for the fol-
lowing sports — athletics, aquatics, boxing, basketball, beach volley-
ball, cycling, hockey, table tennis, tennis, football, squash,

‘weightlifting, triathlon, badminton, volleyball, yacht and rowing.

Joint ventures with SDATN have led to the setting up of the Dol-
phin Swimming Academy, the Badminton Academy and the Squash
Academy. The Dindigul Volleyball Academy, Reebok Walkers

'7 Programme and the Virudhunagar Hockey Academy have also
helped nurture talent. “There are plans to set up a velodrome and

TI Cycles has shown interest in entermg mto an MOU with

| SDATN,” remarks Davidar.

“There is no doubt that corporate sponsorshlp can fuel success,
what with the high cost of specialised coaching, sports equipment,
infrastructure and travel expenses. Realising this, SDATN has de-

: s:gned sponsorshnp packages to benefit sport as well as the | sponsors’
?1mage. ‘Filled as the Tamil Nadu sport calendar is each 'year, compa-

nies can, based on their marketing strategy, sponsor an event to suit

“their budget and media plan. Events can be sponsored at district,
state, national and international levels. What's more, the terms of
each package can be customised to suit individual sponsors. Most -
_contnbutmns are exempt under Secuon SOG of the Income Tax ,
Act. Lo

§ o SDATN focus is. to nurture sports talent through the develop—»;
‘ment of _Sports academres on the one hand and to help sportspersons
by finding: sponsors’ for: them, on ‘the other: Corporate houses by
providing a one-time or ongoing assistance for footwear, kit, nutri-
“tion and dxetary supplements, specnal coaching, and travel and ac-
'-jcommodatxon_ can he!p promrsmg sportspersons blossom. Here isa

SN.;V

Rs. 10 lakh has been bud-
geted for a year under the CDS,
but there are still financial con-
straints. Davidar explains, “We
are unable to meet all the re-
quirements. For instance, we
have not offered internal flights
simply because we do not have
that kind of money to spare. But
we do try our best. Some of the
children are very poor; their
parents are flower-sellers, casual
workers and watchmen. For
these deserving cases, we pro-
vide free accommodation for
the children at the Nehru Sta-
dium and even buy clothes and
shoes to give them that impor-
tant element of self-esteem.”
Davidar also mentions that
SDATN is considering tying up
with sports bodies in Australia
for exchange programmes. Aus-
tralia has broad-based sports
like India and sport there is not
commercialised, two factors
that have made SDATN con-
sider that country, according to
him.

Before admission to the
SDATN's Champions Develop-
ment Scheme, interviews with
the children, their parents and
coaches are conducted by ex-
pert coaches and a sports medi-
cine professional. Data is col-
lected on each individual —
what they can afford, sponsor-
ship etc — so that focussed and

personal attention is possible.
The importance the Tamil
Nadu Government has given to
this Scheme is evident from the
fact that, as a part of formal in-
duction, the promising young
sportspersons are taken to meet
the Chief Minister. Fifteen
more have been admitted to the
scheme since the first twenty.

The 35 junior sportspersons
chosen under the CDS are:

Athletics: Noosheen
Rajendran; Pooja Merita Jose;
K.N. Priya; M. Sangeetha;
Bindu; Amudha (C/o Naga-
rajan); Sureka; Tharani;
Revathy; Saraswathi; Lakshmi
Narayanan; Prasanna; Rajesh
Pran Mathias; Victor Jeba Sing;
Avinash.

Boxing: Kirupa; Siva
Kumar.

Chess: Deepan Chakra-
varthy.

Sailing: Niloufer Jammal;
Rohini Rau; Romith Rao;
Sandeep Srikanth.

Shooting: Dhareenee.

Swimming: Saba Saith;
Amina Saith; Harika Reddy;
Sruthi Arun Kumar; Vinod
Kumar; Susanth Krishna; V
Arun; Josuva Joseph.

Squash: Joshna Chinappa;
Vaidehi Reddy.

Tennis: Jeevan Nedunche:-

hian; Samrita.
Sashi Nair

young sportspersons, Davidar
said that the CDS covered rou-
tine assistance for scholarships,
provision of suitable kits,
healthy food and limited finan-
cial help for participation in in-
ternational competitions where
such help was not available
from the respective sports asso-
ciations or the Indian Govern-
ment. The coaches were also
given the benefit of advanced
computer-aided video analysis
for better evaluation of
SpOrtspersons.

“We do not want the
progress of these talented
youngsters to get stuck for
whatever reason. And we try to

take care of all their needs. For
example, athletes require differ-
ent kinds of shoes — shoes with
spikes, warm-up shoes, special-
ist shoes for triple or high jump,
and marathon shoes that are
not available in India. Similarly,
a swimmer needs a shark-fit
(skin-hugging) outfit that costs
Rs. 17,000 and can be used for
only five races. We provide all
these as part of their basic kit.
Of course, we do not wish to
substitute their coaching, al-
though we have more than 125
coaches in the various disci-
plines across the State. Coach-
ing assistance is only need-
based,” says Davidar.

Venu San can become
the Indian guru

(Continued from Page 4)

continue to owe allegiance to
different streams?

V. Krishnamurthy, as the
head of BHEL, attempted with
success such synthesis in a lim-
ited way. In the Fifties, Sixties
and Seventies, we had a vast ar-
ray of technologies brought into
the country: with different aid
packages and technology trans-
fers, we had the British AEl and
GE designs at Bhopal, the
Czech design at Hyderabad,
Russian technology at Hardwar

and a later entrant was Siemens

(KEW) from Germany. Then
there were the large number of
generating sets from GE (USA),
Alsthom (France), Hitachi (Ja-
pan)... There had been a lot of

difficulty in synthesising these
and arriving at a standardised
operating system. BHEL did
succeed in bringing this about
over time.

Whether it is automobile or
power equipment or, simply,
management practices, there is
the imperative to synthesise the
experiences and evolve India’s
own. For this to happen, busi-
ness must embark on a massive
programme of sharing knowl-
edge and spreading these
among vendors and the regions
in which they operate. Srini-
vasan can take the role of a
mentor in identifying a group of
industries that could get the
benefit of such sweat, toil and
tears. — (Courtesy: Industrial
Economist).
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The radio and I

I was bitten by the Carnatic
music bug at a very early age.
In those days, that is, before
World War II, Madras boasted
of very few music sabhas. The
cost and the distance from my
residence were deterrents for
my attending the performances
in them. However, the temples
near my house arranged music
concerts during their yearly fes-
tivals which I attended. Some of
the front-ranking vidwans per-
formed in these temples. As rec-
ompense for their efforts they
received half a coconut and a
flower garland. Hence, such
concerts were aptly called
“Thengai moodi kutcheri”. The
musicians on these occasions
limited their performances to
devotional pieces and did not
indulge in musical gymnastics
and pyrotechnics, as in the
sabhas, which the music corre-
spondents of The Hindu and
Ananda Vikatan extolled ec-
statically. Hence I was not aes-
thetically satisfied. But, as luck
would have it, AIR started their
medium wave transmission ser-
vice from 1937 in Chennai and
regularly transmitted Carnatic
music concerts every Friday be-
tween 7.30 pm and 9.00 pm.

Many musicians sought this
prime time slot, as it gave them
good publicity. In those days,
very few houses in Chennai
were electrified and fewer still
had a radio set. During the Fri-
day concerts, indigent rasikas
thronged before ‘Radio Houses’
to listen to these concerts. 1
joined this crowd. But you will
agree that this is not a satisfac-
tory arrangement to listen to di-
vine music.

In course of time, I acquired
the knowledge and materials to
assemble a crystal radio set — a
simple device which, when con-
nected to a long aerial, could
reproduce the transmitted mes-
sage. In those days, Govern-
ment levied a licence fee of
Rs.10 for valve sets and Rs.3 for
crystal sets. Since checking and

¢ by
M. Sethuraman

collection of this fee was slack, 1
hoodwinked the Government
by not paying the tax when I
started listening to the concerts
on my crystal set.

When World War Il started,
radio owners came to the atten-
tion of the authorities, who did
not want them to listen to Ger-
man propaganda. Radio li-
cences were vigorously
checked. The set owners were
also threatened with dire con-
sequences if they tuned to the
enemy transmissions.

Crystal set owners were also
viewed with suspicion. If a fel-
low could rig up a crystal set, it
was only a step further to as-
semble a valve set. By juxtapos-
ing components, he could easily
convert it into a tiny transmit-
ter. Information could be passed
on to or received from the ‘en-
emy’ who may be lurking in a
spy ship somewhere in the Bay!

Wireless Inspectors who
checked radio licences during
these years were empowered to
raid premises suspected of using
radio receivers without licences.
I therefore wanted to obtain a
licence, but had second
thoughts. The Inspector would
surely ask from where I obtained
the components. My tale that [

got them from various junk
shops in Moore Market was not
likely to cut ice. Not being a
habitual liar, I might spill the
beans on closer questioning and
confess that I had been operat-
ing the set for a number of years.
For this he might slap a hefty
fine or even more. I might even
be dubbed an enemy agent! So
decided to lie low and bide my
time.

To allay suspicion I removed
the tell-tale aerial which it was
possible to spot on the open ter-
race from the road. I packed the
crystal set and aerial in a small
tin box and hid it in a stack of
firewood that was on the ter-
race. During concert days, |
would string the aerial after
nightfall and listen to the mu-
sic. There was a wartime black-
out and, hence, there was no
question of detection from the
road. After listening, I would
hide the set as before. This went
on for a couple of years!

A few years later, [ finished
my studies and landed in a job.
That ended my financial dol-
drums. [ purchased a good valve
set and was able to listen to my
favourite programme in the
comfort of my drawing room.
There was now no cheating on
the licence.

February 9: ‘Kulavai 2002’ — a
Women’s Theatre Festival
organised by Voicing Silence —
is an unique effort at gendered
theatre, with the objective of
giving “voice to the voiceless”.
This fifth festival showcases solo
women performers. Each solo
performance will be of 30-45
minutes’ duration, one after
another, throughout the day, at
the same venue, which
audiences are free to attend as
they wish. Side by side, between

performances, opportunities will

be provided for audiences to in-
teract informally with the per-
formers. Food, snacks and bev-
erage stalls will be available at
the venue to add to the carnival
ambience, where artistic inten-
sity, informal interaction and en-
tertainment are combined.

Both traditional and contem-
porary performers, from different
regions, languages and styles, will
be featured. Those performing

will be:

Indira Bala (Telugu), an ex-
ponent of the harikatha or katha
kalakshepam style will be per-
forming Nartansala.’

Usha Rani (Tamil), actress
in the Isai Natakam style, will re-
tell the story of Amba of the

Answers to Quiz

1. He, a Protestant missionary,
was grievously attacked by alleged
RSS activists recently; 2. North
Zone; 3. Maurice Gibb; 4. Kiran
Bedi; 5. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas; 6.
Paradom Srichapan of Thailand; 7.
B.C. Sanyal; 8. Pankaj Advani; 9.
The Australian captain, Steve
Waugh; 10. Corolla and Vectra.

1. S. Raman and N.R. Indu;
12. Thiruvidanthai, along the East

Coast Road; 13. A car; 14. Giggles;
15. At Anbagam, the DMK'’s
youth-wing HQ; 16. Noon meal
scheme for small and tiny farmers
and agricultural labourers in all dis-
tricts except Chennai; 17. They
granted the 3 sq. mile of land to the
British, a land which grew into the
metropolis we know today; 18. R.
Rajagopalan; 19. CMBT to CMBT
via Parrys, Adyar and Ring Road;
20. The Tamil Nadu Commando
Force.

Mahabharata and her rebirth as
Shikhandi, using Koothu, Isai
Natakam and body language.

Usha Nangiar (Sanskrit), an
exponent of Nangiarkoothu,
which is a part of Kodiyattam, the
ancient classical dance/drama
form of Kerala. She will draw on
her repertoire of tales of
Krishna's life.

Sapna S. (Hindi/Chhatis-
garhi), a student of the folk
drama genre of Chhatisgarh
known as Pandvani. She will
combine contemporary and folk
styles to interpret the Rajasthani
legend of Luna.

Kalairani (Tamil), a leading
contemporary Tamil actress,
who was formerly with Koothu-p-
pattarai. She will perform a new
item specially developed for the
occasion.

Aditi Desai (Gujarati), ac-
tress, director, activist and me-
dia person, will communicate
through theatrical expression
the tragedy that recently befell
the women of Gujarat.

Lakshmi Chandrasekhar
(Kannada/English), an actress,
director, translator and activist.
She weaves together portraits of
Indian womanhood, in a piece
entitled Just a Woman.

Bhagirathi (Kannada/Hindi/
Assamese}, a young theatre per-
son from Karnataka, offers a per-
formance based on the story of
Shakuntala.

Maya Krishna Rao (En-
glish), trained in Kathakali from
an early age, is also a leading ac-
tress. She has developed an origi-
nal piece for ‘Kulavai'. (At Alli-
ance Francaise, 10.00 a.m. to

9.00 p.m.)

Till February 15: Form, an exhibi-
tion of sculpture in bronze by
Dimpy Menon. (At Forum Art
Gallery.)
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