Reg. No. TN/PMG (CCR) /814/03-05

WE CARE FOR MADRAS THAT IS CHENNAI

Vol. Xill No.1

Licence No. WPP 506/03-05

FREE ISSUE

MUSINGS

INSIDI

Registered with the Registrar of

Newspapers for india under
R.N. 53640/91

e What's a heritage landmark?
e QMC - two nostalgic looks

o Whither Tamil Nadu?
o Geddes - & Indian town planning
e Guru of good governance

April 16-30, 2003

“ars?

' ANNA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

ARKIVAC

No, Sir, it's not SARS from Shanghai
that we're worried about in Chennali, it's
SADS — Severe Acute Demolition
Syndrome! — inspired by Shanghai's
highrise!

Knock ‘em dead!

It is hard to be an old building in
Chennai these days.

Let your walls peel paint; let a
little brickwork show; a crack
here, a broken window there...
and, whoosh... you are history!

Not with a venerable capital ‘H’,
unfortunately.

You cry in vain; you tell people
that you've lived in their city
from the time when what they
now call the past was still a
bright clean present.

Many seasons have trailed their
fingers along your walls. You
have watched Life come, lin-
ger, move on, return. You
have heard the voice of the city
change. You ask people to
look at you and see them-
selves, awaken to a sense of a
continuing thread linking
lives.

You tell them to look up words
like ‘heritage’ in the dictio-
nary.

Nothing works.

They chase you with bulldozers
and other sharp instruments,
intent on tearing you down
and having you replaced. The
fact that it isn’t always com-
merce that dictates such mea-
sures makes it even worse.

Old buildings today are a scared
lot, reduced to trembling fear,
looking over their shoulders,
trying to find shadowy places
where they can hide.

(A little like when you were a
school kid, and hadn’t done
your homework. With nothing
to offer, you hoped that the
teacher’s baleful eye would
pass you by, choosing the
classmate next to you.)

Ranjitha Ashok

ahead?

With beritage regulations returned,
beritage may take a back seat.
(By The Editor)

At last, it’s official. The Gov-
ernment, which had in
February pulled down historic
Capper House with, sadly, no
one protesting, on April 4th an-
nounced it intended to pull
down all the buildings on the
Queen Mary’s College campus
and build a new Secretariat
there. The new Secretariat, it
was stated in a suo motu state-
ment that brooked no response
on the floor of the House, would
also house the Tamil Nadu
Assembly and the chambers of

the Chief Minister and':the'

Cabinet.

From February 2003, Madras
Musings has been running lead
stories on the threat to the city’s
seafront that was looming.
Little attention was paid to
these storm warnings till the
courageous girls of Queen
Mary's decided to defend their
campus. By the time these lines
appear in print, the whole im-
mediate issue may have been re-
solved, for better or for worse.
Nevertheless, the Chennai sea-
front — and heritage in the city
in general — remain threatened
and we take this opportunity to
point out the danger ahead to
the city’s environment and am-
bience.

1. For several years, IN-
TACH-Tamil Nadu has been

meeting various government

bodies to get a Heritage Actin.

place. More focussed delibera-
tions began in 1997. In 1999, it
was suggested that, as a first
step, given the more cumber-
some procedure in getting an
Act enacted, it might be better

(Continued on Page 6)

‘A Shanghai seafront

trendsetting.

| The girls oQueen M;;:;'s to
Well done, Queen Marians
Well done, Queen Marians! You've fought a good fight to

protect a heritage precinct, more importantly a heritage
institution and still more importantly the place which made you -
and generations before you ~ what you are. Madras Musings can’t
think of any other educational institution anywhere which was
pulled down to make way for a Government office or even a legisla-
ture. No one can fault you for trying to save the spirit of the campus
where the spirit of Miss de la Hey walks or for opposing such sad

7,

save their campus.

By the time these lines appear, you may have won your fight - or
all of you would have lost the battle. But while it lasted, you did
both yourselves, as well as all Queen Mary’s stands for, proud. K.V.
Srinivasan’s picture above, from The Hindu of April 5th, marks the
good fight you waged. If you lost, all of us, all Cbennai, is the poorer
for it, for this marks the beginning of the end of that entire seafront,
from Napier Bridge to the Adyar Estuary, a carte blanche given to
Government and private investors.

— The Editor

Sorry! But we DO have to
trim our mailing list

hen Madras Musings on

December 1, 2002 asked
for nominal support from its
readers for the causes it es-
pouses, it expected a substantial
response and thought it would
reach its target of Rs. 5 lakh a
year within four months. Sadly,
of the 16,000 on our mailing
list, only around a thousand
have responded upto April 7,
2003. Though monetarily their
response has been handsome —
and that's been the most heart-
ening part of this period in the

(By The Editor)

history of Madras Musings — we
are still a considerable way from
the target we set for reader re-
sponse. Meanwhile, one more
corporate, the UCAL Group,
joins the loyal band of corporate
supporters of Madras Musings’
causes and, while thanking
them for their generous gesture,
we look forward to still more
corporates offering Madras
Musings support over the next
few months. Meanwhile, our
coupon seeking reader support

will continue to appear and we
look forward to the response of
readers building up during the
year.

Readers’ inability to respond
to the degree of support we had
sought, however, has forced us
to take another look at our
mailing list. And, effective May
1st, we will implement the
following:

1. This is the last issue of
Madras Musings that will be re-
ceived by ALL readers, more

(Continued on Page 4)
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What's this thing called a heritage landmark?

definition of Heritage, in

respect of landmarks, is
something even the experts have
difficulty in framing to the satis-
faction of everyone. And The
Man From Madras Musings is no
expert; he’s just an enthusiast
whose enthusiasm has led to a
whole heap of reading from
which this definition may
evolve. A heritage landmark is a
symbol of the heritage of a
people, a symbol of their histori-
cal past that is handed down
from generation to generation.
In this context, the symbols of
heritage can be many.

e There can be heritage pertain-
ing to items of antiquity, like
a plaque, a tombstone, a me-
morial pillar, a vessel, a paint-
ing, a piece of clothing, almost
anything that recalls a signifi-
cant event of the past or of a
lifestyle of another day. In
Chennai, for instance, such
symbols of heritage are the
Petrus Uscan plague in the
‘Marmalong’ (Saidapet)
bridge, the boundary pillar by
Dare House, and a Bruce
Foote find in Pallavaram,
such as a stone implement.

o Then there is built heritage,
which considers the styling of
constructions, the materials
used in them and their age as
well as historical or social sig-
nificance. In Chennai, for in-
stance, Chepauk Palace, Sen-
ate House, Parthasarathy
Temple and their precincts, or
even the Napier and Elphin-
stone bridges.

e There could also be places of
historical or social signifi-
cance. Like Kamaraj’s and
Subramania Bharati’s houses,
the house where Congress
was first discussed by the 17,
Queen Mary’s or the Veteri-
nary Colleges, Fort St.
George, and the Ophihalmic
Institute.

o There’s cultural heritage, like
folkdance forms, therukkotthu
and villupaatu.

e And there’s natural heritage
like the Adyar Estuary,
Guindy Park and the Marina,
and even the banyan tree in
the Theosophical Society
Gardens.

This kind of categorisation
and listing can go on and on,
but suffice it to say that any
country, State, region, city or
village concerned with its heri-
tage needs an expert heritage
committee or several expert
committees to make the list-
ings and ensure they are pro-
tected or restored and nurtured
faithfully. In the case of most
of the heritage categories listed
above, MMM would think that
what is needed are a State
Heritage Committee, heritage
committees in each district and
local body heritage committees
to do the listing and the
continuous monitoring neces-
sary. But those heritage com-
mittees can derive their man-
date and powers ONLY from a
Heritage Act or local Heritage
Regulations. But what’s hap-
pened to either, which have
been sought in this State from
the 1970s?

The local rules

t was a group of half a dozen

heritage enthusiasts, includ-
ing The Man from Madras
Musings, who, long before the
heritage movement took off in
India, founded EPOCH — the
Society for the Environment
and Protection of Cultural Heri-
tage. The founders included two
of the top officials of the Madras
Metropolitan Development Au-
thority and the Head of the
School of Architecture. Its pleas
for rules to protect the environ-
ment and heritage were heard by
none and it, sadly, vanished
from a scene where neither sub-
ject had as yet received attention
in India. The Rajiv Gandhi-
blessed Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage,
which has spearheaded the con-
servation movement in this
country, arrived on the scene
long after EPOCH and, then, its
Tamil Nadu Chapter, based in
Madras, revived the call, echo-
ing what had been happening in
Bombay, Hyderabad and Delhi,
for a Heritage Act. -

It was in 1997 that the Gov-
ernment got the Department of
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4 N ’
SNAPPY

Town and Country Planning to
convene a committee to draft
such an Act. Despite initial re-
luctance on the part of the Gov-
ernment members, they all be-
came as enthusiastic as IN-
TACH’s and other non-govern-
ment representatives as they all
began to see what the Act could
do for Tamil Nadu. And what
they drafted was a splendid
document by any standards. Un-
fortunately, at the Ministry
level, it was felt that it would
take too long to get the draft of
1999 enacted and it was sug-
gested that the CMDA adapt the
Act as Heritage Regulations and
incorporate them in its Develop-
ment Control Rules, with other
local bodies in time to follow the
Chennai zxample.

The CMDA early in 1999
formed a Heritage Committee to
not only fine tune the regula-
tions but also strengthen them
by making a preliminary listing
of the most important heritage
buildings, precincts and natural
bodies in Chennai and making
that listing an annexure to the
recommended regulations. This
work was completed early in
2002 and when it cleared every
step of the bureaucratic climb in
the CMDA, The Man from Ma-
dras Musings was the first to
congratulate all concerned at
the CMDA who had got regula-
tions generally acceptable to all
concerned ready for Govern-
ment’s approval.

MMM then heard that those
regulations had been sent to
Government early this year and
a favourable response was likely
in a couple of months. To
MMM’s shock, it was reported,
shortly after the threat to Queen
Mary’s College campus had

been confirmed, that the regula-
tions had been returned to the
CMDA a few weeks earlier. It
was alleged in that report that
Government expected all those
listed to confirm that they should
be on the list. MMM has not
heard of a similar procedure any-
where else in all his reading, es-
pecially in the case of public and
institutional buildings, which
constitute virtually the entire list;
in fact, the timing of the return
makes it almost seem that such
an inconvenient document is best
put out of the way at the present
time. However, MMM is aware
the document was cited in a case
pending before the High Court in
which the demolition of the old
Madras Club, another property
on the list, was stayed, and it was
presented by the CMDA itself.

For a State which prides itself
on its progressiveness and moder-
nity, may MMM point out that
Heritage Acts, and restoration
and conservation of heritage
landmarks, are very much part of
the agenda of the modern world,
particularly in countries that
pride themselves on being pro-
gressive! These countries are
making a fortune out of heritage
by including it as an intrinsic part
of their tourism packages. Do we
in Chennai, nay, Tamil Nadu,
want to be left behind in tourism
development, which we say we
are committed to, by not getting
heritage regulations into place as
quickly as possible?

QMC & the Fort

here are several aspects of
the ‘QMC for Secretariat’
affair that intrigue The Man From
Madras Musings. MMM would
be delighted to have answers to
the following questions from any-

-one in the know:

e When non-government con-
servationists felt Capper House
could be restored for reuse,
why was it pulled down at a
time old students of QMC
were trying to raise funds for
such a restoration, for which
free advice and expertise were
available?

e Even as plans were firmed up
to pull down Capper House,
Rs.41 lakh was granted by
Government to repair other
buildings on the campus and a
fair job was done of that work.
Were two different depart-
ments involved, each going its
own way or not talking to each
other, or were all concerned
working together but without
any long-term thinking? In any
case, why want to pull down
buildings on which Rs.41 lakh
have been spent to make them
better?

e How is it that a 25-year-old
building that in its tasteless-
ness sticks out like a sore
thumb - and which was reno-
vated only a couple of years
ago — is considered to have de-
teriorated so fast, if indeed it
has, and if it has, surely those
concerned could demolish it as
quickly as they did Capper
House and build a new, better-
built building on a site that
Government already has the
Archaeological Survey of
India’s permission for?

e Why has Government kept
changing its mind about the
new Secretariat’s location?
From the Old Mahabalipuram
Road to the Lady Willingdon
campus to the QMC campus
has the plan-hopping gone.
And all within a few weeks.
Can such major decisions be
taken so quickly without as-
sessing public opinion or envi-
ronmental impact?

o Here are a few alternate sug-

gestions for locating the new
Secretariat: Film City, which
never really took off and is
ready for disbanding; Govern-
ment Estate, right next to the
Fort and which has already
been despoiled and which
might improve with the land-
scaping accompanying a new
building; and vast Government
acreages in Kotturpuram and
Taramani. What is wrong with
any of them?!

e The original talk of space for

only a Secretariat has now
changed to Secretariat, Assem-
bly Hall, and Ministerial of-
fices. In other words, a TO-
TAL move from Fort St.
George. MMM has nothing
against that, provided the Fort
is restored and made a major
tourism attraction. But will
Government team with the
ASI to develop the historic site
for this purpose!’

e And, finally, if it’s a total move

that’s planned, why not, as this
journal has long been suggest-
ing, move out of the city alto-
gether, to a more central loca-
tion in the State that would be
more convenient to the citi-
zenry? If, as Government feels,
building a new Secretariat
won’t be a particularly costly
proposition and could be
quickly done, the necessary
accommodation to go with it at
a new site in the Thanjavur-
Tiruchi-Madurai area could
well not cost very much more,
particularly if planned on a
BOT basis, would it?

Heritage thoughts

n case you missed these

heritage stories, The Man From
Madras Musings offers them to
you here as a reminder of how the
world looks at heritage — and
how we don’t.

o A Singapore court has ordered
a building developer to pay
$76,035 for cutting down a
century-old tree, which had
been “a silent witness” to the
birth of the nation and is
believed to be the last of its

(Continued on page 6)

A big
‘Thank You’
to 159 of you

We publish below the list of donors who
have, between 1.3.03 and 7.4.03, added to
the support Madras Musings has already
received. We thank all of them for their
support for the causes Madras Musings
espouses.

— Chennai Heritage
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days

Those exc

at Q.M.C.

oday it is known as “Rani

Mary Kalloori”, a literal
translation of “Queen Mary’s
College”, as it was known once
upon a time. Those of us in our
late sixties and early seventies
remember vividly the exciting
times during World War II and
the “Quit India” movement
when we were residents of the
College hostel. The College was
situated on the seafront. The
first impact of the War was felt
when orders came for us to ob-
serve complete blackout. Black

fiture to them and to press our
demands. The ‘V’ sign irked us
so much! So, one night, some of
us sneaked out and broke it up!

Next morning, Miss Myers
was furious. We were prepared
for punishment. She could have
easily found the culprits, for
there were Quislings amongst
us. She tactfully ignored our ac-
tion and never made an attempt
to re-do the V' sign.

Looking back, we were
rather naive then for we viewed
every Allied defeat with a sense

This article by ANNA VARKI was first
published in the QMC magazine on the
occasion of the Platinum Jubilee Celebra-
tion of the College. We publish it in this
issue to mark the end of a QMC era and as
a tribute to the girls and staff who, in the
best QMC tradition noted in a vignette in
this memoir, tried their best to stop that
era coming to an end.

paper was pasted on all the glass
panes. Bulbs were removed
from the front verandahs and
landing bulbs were covered with
dark blue paper so that after
sunset, when darkness set in,
the college building was hardly
visible. Lights were allowed in
the rooms only till 10 p.m. This
became more strict after the
bombing of Pear]l Harbour and
Japan's entry into the War.
When exams drew near, the
only way to study was to make
use of the landing lights which
were not visible from outside.
Armed with flasks of coffee, we
settled down to study there.
This was strictly against the
rules. Qur Principal, Miss
Myers, an English woman, was
a remarkable person, a discipli-
narian, but one who had an ef-
fective way of exacting disci-
pline which never caused us to
rebel openly or treat her as an
enemy. She would come stomp-
ing down the steps, giving us
enough time to escape into our

rooms.
* * *

When Winston Churchill
announced his ‘V’ for Victory
sign, Miss Myers, with the help
of some students, made a huge
‘V’ for Victory sign of sea shells
embedded in cement. During
those days many of us yearned
for a free India. We wanted the
British to go out of the country
and the War seemed an oppor-
tune moment to cause discom-

of triumph, not realising the
consequences of war. Specially
when Singapore fell, we were so
elated and danced round the
newspaper stand shouting the
news to everybody. You might
wonder why? Subhas Bose had
left the country to enlist the
support of other countries to
fight the British and win free-
dom. We had news of the for-
mation of the Indian National
Army and at that time we
dreamt of him marching in and
achieving Swaraj. The call was
“Delhi chalo”. Gandhiji
strongly believed that the
struggle and fight for freedom
should be from within the coun-
try. Swaraj was our birthright
and we wanted it at any cost.
# # Ed

With the failure of the
Cripps Mission, our leaders felt
that something should be done.
Then came the clarion call from
Mahatma Gandhi in August
1942 when he launched the
‘Quit India’ campaign and the
slogan was ‘Do or Die’. We held
meetings in the College pre-
mises, taking an “Independence
pledge” and quoting lines from
Sarojini Naidu, C.R. Das, Pan-
dit Nehru and others.

When Gandhiji began his
21-day fast, the tempo in-
creased. Students began leaving
the classrooms. Some courted
arrest, while others marched in
the streets shouting slogans.
Some of us who had a strong
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f Queen Mary’s College is

pulled down and out of the
rubble rises a Secretariat, larger,
grander with more storeys than
the Vidhana Soudha in Banga-
lore can boast of, many who
drive past it would admire the
size, shape and the power it rep-
resents and be overwhelmed by
the crores that went into the
construction. But students who
graduated from QMC from
1941 onwards will be overcome
by a feeling of nostalgia for the
classrooms in which Kalyani
Kutty Amma revealed to us with
passionate ardour the splend-
ours of Greek History, or the
stern and sifent Miss Seetham-
ma who spoke impeccable En-
glish and filled us with an invin-
cible love of its Literature, or
dear unforgettable Lakshmiam-
mal, as soft and gentle as the
prose and poetry she taught or
Miss Myers, the Principal of the
College, whose pronunciation of
our names sent us into silent
hysterical laughter.

Outside the classroom there
was always Miss Kausalya, tall,
slim and fair, carefully tending
the plants and shrubs in bloom.
Not one bud or flower did we
dare to pluck out of respect and
interest she showed for the gar-
dens that decorated the front of
the building.

Will the bureaucracy of the
Secretariat spare a moment of

s a college'fin »

Is a college falling, is a star setting?

Alas! Alas! for all the girls of QMC.

Their laughter may never mingle with the sound of the sea
Nor will our memories and their dreams.

(Adapration of a Moorish Ballad)

their precious time to admire
the flowers that may be grown
in the garden or spend a minute
to watch the sea melting into
sapphire, the sky now blue, now
dark and growing darker as the
waves rose higher and storm
clouds churned the waves? Will
they have the time to watch with
amazement the miracle of rain
falling into the sea, then reach-
ing the beach, then blown to one
side of the classroom leaving the
other side as dry as a desert? No!
The Secretariat staff will have
more urgent and important
things to do. The sea will only
be a diversion to be blotted out
of their view by scores of scoot-
ers, cars, vans, food vendors and
officialdom.

The QMC students who
came from different parts of the
Presidency were lodged in the
College Hostel. The hostel was
a wonderful place to live in and
the hostel community carry af-
fectionate memories of it. One
memory is still with me. The
play I witnessed as a guest, writ-
ten, produced and directed by
the hostel students themselves,
was called ‘A Celestial Meeting’.
It was a meeting of the Rivers
Ganga, Iravathy, Yamuna,
Godavari, Krishna, etc. Each
river was represented by a girl,
beautifully dressed and tastefully
bejewelled. Each river, against a
background of soft music, spoke

The ‘Old Students’ of Queen
Manry's College, including
102-year-old Olive Paul (above)
protest against plans to take over
the college campus for a new
Secretariat. (Pictures

by R. ESWARRAJ.)

of the civilisation, temple or
town that had sprung on her
banks. When the last one had
spoken, the harmony breaks. A
girl intrudes in a bedraggled
saree worn high over her ankles,
skin deliberately darkened, hair
uncombed, basket and broom
tucked under her arm. The Riv-
ers hold their noses and shout,
“Chi, chi, Who let you in? Who
are you? This meeting is only for
us, the Rivers of Hind”. And the
creature yells back, “And who
do you think I am? I have as
much a right to be here as any
one of you...] am the River
Cooum!”

“Many of us who studied in
QMC during the last years of
World War 11 completed our
B.A. Hoas or M.A. at Presi-
dency College and Christian
College, Tambaram, or took the
M.B.B.S. at Madras Medical
College or Stanley Medical. A
great many of us, imbued with
the sense of adventure, set out
on long train journeys to distant
Bikaner, Ajmer, Delhi, Jaipur,
Hyderabad, Bombay and many
other cities to teach in colleges
and schools and work in hospi-
tals. The memories of all these
women who spread education
and learning throughout the
many cities of India will lie bur-
ied in the rubble of what will
soon be all that is left of Queen
Mary’s College 1914-2003. I am
83 years old and I never thought
I would live to see this happen.

Hemalatha Prabhu
(Studied History at QMC
between 1938 and 1940
and retired as Principal,
Kanoria College, Jaipur.)

desire to court arrest, sadly
lacked the courage. We were
vociferous on the streets and in
the compound of the Chief
Presidency Magistrate’s court in
Egmore, shouting slogans sup-
porting those brave enough to
be arrested.

To get the latest war news

-and news of Gandhiji's condi-

tion during his fast, we used to
jump into a tram at Ice House,
alight at Mount Road and make
a beeline to The Hindu office to
see G.P. who was the News Edi-
tor. G. Parthasarathy, who has
held so many important posts
after Independence, was known
to us fondly as G.P. then. An
uncle of ours who spotted
Maya, my cousin, and I on one
of these trips went home and

reported that the way we were
dashing about, hair all un-
kempt, looked as though we had
already won Swaraj! My cousin
Maya was arrested, so were
some of my friends. There was a
lot of pressure from elders want-
ing them to recant, saying their
parents were dying. ‘Inquilab
Zindabad’, ‘Quit India’, ‘Ma-
hatma Gandhi ki jai’, ‘Do or
Die' were the slogans.

Those arrested were first
taken to Central Jail before they
were sent to various jails. We
visited my cousin and friends.
Special permission was required
for this. We were allowed five
minutes. Two grilles and a gap
separated us. It was a strange
emotionally charged experience
at the time.

Queen Mary’s College Hos-
tel was also the hostel for
women students of Presidency
College, which too was on the
Marina, not far away. Breakfast
over, those bitten by the free-
dom bug were out on the
streets. The Principal realised
she couldn’t hold us back even
if she locked the gates; we
would jump over the wall. She
judiciously announced that
those who wished to leave
should sign the register and be
back in the hostel by 6 p.m., af-
ter which she would not be re-
sponsible for us, we could ask
our local guardians to take care
of us. Students just streamed
into her office, signed and left.

(Continued on Page 9)
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India’s third
largest economy

amil Nadu is the third

largest economy in India
and its current State Domestic
Product is well over US § 23 bil-
lion. The State Domestic Prod-
uct growth of the State is cur-
rently 7.2%.

The General Index of Indus-
trial Production for Tamil Nadu
has registered a positive growth
of 5.4% as against 2.5% in the
previous year. Tamil Nadu ranks
second in India in terms of FDI
inflow and third in terms of
statewise FDI approvals
(Rs.232,360.16 million).

The GSDP at constant (1993-
94) prices has increased to
Rs. 91,841 crore in 2001-02, reg-
istering an annual growth of
5.46%. The sectoral contribution
to GSDP in 2001-02 through the
primary sector, secondary sector
and tertiary sector shows a
growth of 16.65%, 34.04% and
49.31% respectively. The per
capita income of Tamil Madu for
2001-02 at constant prices
(1993-94) is Rs.13,055 which is
well above the all-India average
of Rs.10,746.

A strong engineering base ex-
ists in the State, involving prod-
ucts ranging from automobiles
and auto components, bicycles,
castings and forgings, to textile
machinery, electrical and non-
electrical machinery, pumps and
transportation equipment. The
State’s engineering and manu-
facturing sector has a global
reputation for their undiluted fo-
cus on human resources. Tamil
Nadu's leading position in the
manufacture of cotton textiles is
well known the world over. The
State contributes more than 22%
of the country’s exports of cotton
yarn and fabrics.

The State has taken a lead in
the services sector, becoming a
hub for ITES & BPO units. The
software exports from the State
exceeded Rs 5,223 crore during
2001-02. This growth in manu-
facturing and services sector has
been facilitated by the State's
vast manpower talent record.
The State can boast of more than
65,000 engineering graduates
passing out from more than 250
colleges every year.

Tamil Nadu is one of the few
states which is fairly comfortably
placed in the power availability
front. The gap between energy
demand-supply is lower than all-
India averages (All-India deficic
: 11.5%; Tamil Nadu deficit :
10.9%). It has made impressive
strides in. power generation and
is comfortably placed in this sec-
tor. The total power generation
in the State is around 7905 MW.

Tamil Nadu continues to be

buoyant, with the sales tax rev-
enue showing a 13.5 per cent in-
crease in the last two quarters,
when compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

Foreign investment

India has seen an upward
swing in FDI inflows, at a time
when the world economy was
facing a downward trend, FDI
into the country in the first quar-
ter of 2002-03 growing by more
than 60%, while the FDI in rest
of the world grew by 55%. The
country’s inflow of foreign direct
investment in the first half of the
calendar year, January-June
2002, set a new record in recent
years at $2.51 billion.

The total foreign investment
approved for Tamil Nadu is Rs.
235474.43 crore, the State rank-
ing third in terms of FDI flows. A
number of major industrial
projects are to come up shortly
in the State.

Industry profile

Tamil Nadu continues to be
one of the best developed States
in terms of industrial develop-

tries in Tamil Nadu are
summarised below:

Software

Software development is cur-
rently a US $ 670 million indus-
try in Tamil Nadu. Chennai is
fast emerging as the second Sili-
con Valley. Chennai has the larg-
est number of software profes-
sionals in India, currently about
32,000 employed in 700 IT com-
panies. Software exports from
Tamil Nadu have grown from a
mere Rs.20 million in 1993-94 to
Rs.52,230 million for 2001-02.
1993-94 to 2001-02 software ex-

ports from Tamil Nadu:

Year  Exports (in Rs. Million)
1993-94 20
1994-95 120
1995-96 370
1996-97 1610
1997-98 3930
1998-99 12460
1999-00 19140
2000-01 31160
2001-02 52230

The State Government has
recognised IT as a thrust area. In

I From a Cli-TN Review ‘

ment, attracting a large number
of investment proposals particu-
larly in recent times. Tamil Nadu
ranks 3rd in industrial output
among all states, 2nd in value ad-
dition, 2nd in number of facto-
ries, second in total workers em-
ployed in factories and 3 in for-
eign direct investment flow.

Tamil Nadu has a well diver-
sified industrial base. The follow-
ing is indicative of its traditional
strengths, looked at from the
point of view of its share in
India’s output:

Heavy commercial vehicles
27%; Auto components 35%;
Railway coaches 49%; Moter
cycles & mopeds 46%; News-
print 17%; Cotton yarn32%;
Power driven pumps 50%,
Leather products 70%; Cars 21%
and Software 13%.

With the setting up of major
automobile projects, namely
Ford Motors, Hyundai Motors,
Hindustan Motors, Mitsubishi
and with expansion plans of
Ashok Leyland and the TAFE,
Chennai emerges as Detroit of
Southeast Asia.

At present the State accounts
for 11-12% of India’s industrial
output. Tamil Nadu'’s strength
lies not only in its traditional in-
dustries but also in several new
emerging industries. Some im-
portant features of these indus-

1997, it became the first Indian
State to announce a comprehen-
sive IT policy, and it later set up
a Special Task Force, with repre-
sentatives from Government, in-
dustry and academiia, to oversee
its implementation. It has also es-
tablished an IT Department -
another first in India — to speed
up the adoption of IT within the
entire administration.

Chennai has 676 IT compa-
nies, followed by Coimbatore
with 66. But it is spreading to
other cities as well, the first testi-
mony being seen in Madurai,
Trichy, Tirupur, Vellore,
Dindigul, Tirunelveli, Erode and
Thanjavur.

Engineering

The exports of engineering
products from Tamil Nadu are
around Rs.14.50 billion (US $
320 million), of which automo-
bile ancillaries alone contribute
around US $ 150 million. The
automobile industry in the State
accounts for nearly 50% of the
all-India export market. The
strong engineering base consists
of a network of nearly 3,000
units, employing a skilled
workforce of more than 2.5 lakh.

The mineral base

Minerals, like limestone, lig-
nite, granite, clay, gypsum, feld-

A two-page look at Tamil Nadu

spar, graphite and iron are found
in abundance in Tamil Nadu.
There are small quantities of
gold, copper, magnesite, kaolin,
bauxite and asbestos. Substantial
reserves have been estimated for
Lignite, Magnatite quartzite,
Garnet (abrasive), Graphite, II-
menite, Rutile and Silimanite.
The availability of different
varieties of granite in different
parts of the State has resulted in
a booming granite industry, con-
tributing to more than 35% of
the country’s exports. The cur-
rent annual production of ce-
ment is over 5 million tonnes.
Lignite is being used to generate
power. Graphite is yet another
mineral offering opportunities for
down-stream industries.

Marine resources
Tamil Nadu has 362 fish land-

ing centres and an annual fish
catch is around 0.5 million mt.
The State has over 200 registered
exporters of marine products, 29
freezing plants and 36 cold stor-
ages. Investment opportunities
are plentiful.

Textile & apparel

Tamil Nadu contributes to
more than 22% of the country’s
exports of cotton yarn and fab-
rics. Approximately 22% of
India’s exports of ready-made
garments also originates from
Tamil Nadu. In actual terms, it
translates to around US $ 1.5-2.0
billion worth of garments being
exported from the state, the two
main centres being Chennai and
Tirupur.

Leather-based industries

The tanning industry in India
has a total installed capacity of
225 million pieces of hide and
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The logo and message that
Hindustan Thompson's has proposed to
project Tamil Nadu as the destination
to investors.

skins of which Tamil Nadu alone
contributes 70%. Tamil Nadu

- enjoys a leadership position in

the leather industry, with a 40%
share in India’s export. It cur-
rently employs about 2.5 million
persons.

Agro-based industries

Ideal climatic conditions for
the growth of fruits and
vegetables has given rise to a vi-
brant agro-based food industry in
the state. The Madurai-Dindigul
belt in Tamil Nadu is endowed
with favourable climatic condi-
tions ideal for cultivation of a
variety of fruits and vegetables.
The floriculture industry is also
poised for a quantum leap in the
next few years with the area
around Coimbatore, Dharmapuri
and the Nilgiris being earmarked
as places ideally suited for the
cultivation of flowers. Of these
Coimbatore has been identified
as an intensive floriculture zone.

Government plans

The Government of Tamil
Nadu is offering land in the fol-
lowing industrial parks:

SIPCOT Industrial Parks,
TIDCO Industrial Parks and the
upcoming SIPCOT Information
Technology Park, Siruseri
(spread over 1000 acres, planned
as a self-contained city). The pri-
vate sector offers space in the
Mahindra Industrial Township,
just beyond Maraimalainagar.

Projects under implementa-
tion by the State Government
include the following:

— TICEL Bio Park — with tech-
nical collaboration from
Cornell University, USA, and
a capital outlay of Rs.630 mil-
lion.

— Hi-Tech Industrial Park — a
joint venture of TIDCO and
the Infac group, USA, with a
capital outlay of Rs.7000 mil-
lion, at  Nanguneri,
Tirunelveli District Tanflora
Infrastructure Park — a flori-
culture infrastructure park
with export thrust with a capi-
tal outlay of Rs.250 million
being developed on the lines
of Agrexco of Israel, in
Dharmapuri District, and
Nagarjuna Oil Corporation —
a petroleum refinery (6 mil-
lion tonnes per year crude oil
capacity, with a capital outlay
of Rs.34,800 million and pro-
moted by TIDCO and the

Nagarjuna group.

The CII-Tamil Nadu annual
chapter is teaming with the Gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu to
emphasise these aspects of the
State and showcase a “Winning

Tamil Nadu”.

Sorry! We DO have to trim our list

(Continued from page 1)

than 16,500 in number, on the
existing mailing list. From May
1st, there will be a NEW mailing
list.

2. Many readers have been re-
ceiving two Or even more copies.
To the best of our ability, we
have now eliminated the extra
copies. But if there are readers
still receiving extra copies,
mainly at office and at home,
we'd appreciate hearing from
them whether they would be
happy with one copy or whether
they would like us to continue
with the extra copy/copies be-
cause they were passing them on
to others interested in the causes
Madras Musings espouses.

3. We have eliminated from
our mailing list all those living in
the mofussil or in other parts of
India, except those who have
sent in contributions supporting

Madras Musings' fight for heri-
tage.

4. Those Madras Musings has
dropped from its mailing list and
any newcomer wanting to
receive Madras Musings could
send in duly filled the NEW cou-
pon which will hereafter appear
in Madras Musings and can get
back on the mailing list or on it
for the first time.

5. Madras Musings’ new mail-
ing list has now been divided into
three parts. Those with ‘A’ or ‘B’
serial numbers are in our core list
which comprises those who have
sent Chennai Heritage a contri-
bution as support, those nomi-
nated by our corporate support-
ers, and various decision-makers,
NGOs with similar interests, as
well as libraries, mainly in the
city. This is a list around 3000 in
number. Those with ‘C’ serial
numbers are all from Chennai
who had requested for copies of

Madras Musings in the past. To-
gether, the three lists enable us
to bring down our circulation to
around 13,000 copies.

6. Planning to keep our circu-
lation at around this figure
(13,000) for the present, we will,
as and when we receive the new
coupons duly filled in, include
the new names committing
themselves to the causes Madras
Musings espouses, BUT will
DROP from ‘C’ list a name for
every name added to the ‘A’ or
‘B’ lists. Thus, in time, we hope
to have only one list of around
10,000 committed supporters of
Madras Musings and its causes.

We look forward to readers
helping us swell that list as
quickly as possible, demonstrat-
ing a commitment to heritage
and a better Madras that is
Chennai, and showing the pow-
ers-that-be that there are those
who CARE.

An economy that
could do better

Ithough Tamil Nadu is

considered to be in the
forefront of economic develop-
ment and one of the most
industrialised states in India, eco-
nomic indicators show that there
are several negative factors slow-
ing the growth of the State’s
economy.

According to a paper pre-
sented by Dr. S.K. Shanthi of the
Institute for Financial Manage-
ment and Research, Chennai, at
a recent seminar organised by the
IFMR on the trends and pros-
pects of the Tamil Nadu
economy, the State is fifth in the
per capita income criteria, after
Delhi, Maharashtra, Punjab and
Haryana, a ranking that has re-
mained almost constant during
the past 20 years. More than 20
per cent of the State’s population
still falls below the poverty line,
against an all-India average of 26
per cent, but it is the highest
among the Southern States.

Though the picture she
painted was based on 2000-01
statistics, the situation has not
materially changed today, it was
pointed out.

With an unemployment rate
of 15 per cent, the number of job
seekers in Tamil Nadu stands at
nearly 44 lakh, growing at over 6
per cent a year. Although the
structure of the economy has un-
dergone a radical change (the
share of agriculture is only 18.9
per cent compared to 43.5 per
cent in 1960-61, while the sec-
ondary and tertiary sectors’ share
has gone up to 31.05 per cent
and 50.05 per cent, respectively),
the employment pattern does not
reflect these changes and agricul-
ture continues to be the biggest
employer. Social sector spending
in per capita terms, as a percent-
age of the total spending, had
declined in the 1990s from 45 per
cent to 37.7 per cent. Housing
seems to have received the least
allocation per capita; falling to
Rs. 6.4 in 1999-00, from Rs. 18.5
in the mid-1990s.

The State’s fiscal position,
too, has shown a dramatic dete-
rioration since 1995-96, with the
revenue deficit increasing 20
times in the last seven years. This
indicates a severe compression of
capital expenditure and tremen-
dous growth of revenue expendi-
ture, Dr. Shanthi stated.

Agriculture provides the key
to food security and the base for
raw material supply to many in-
dustries. Tamil Nadu ranks fifth
in agriculture production and 50
per cent of its working popula-
tion is engaged in this sector. Dr.
Shanthi and Lakshmi Kumar,
also of the IFMR, in a joint pre-

sentation, referring to declining
agricultural income and scanty
rainfall as two of the main prob-
lems confronting Indian agricul-
ture, pointed out that production
growth had been erratic, with

Tamil Nadu and Andhra’

Pradesh accounting for the high-
est variations. More than 50 per
cent of the farm area in Tamil
Nadu continued to be cultivated
by small and marginal farmers, a
worrying fact considering that
there is a high correlation be-
tween the presence of small and
marginal farmers and rural pov-
erty. The average area and size of
occupational holdings in Tamil
Nadu is a mere 0.95 hectare
against the all-India average of
1.95 hectare. There is, however,
considerable land available in the
State for development and culti-
vation, particularly by improving
the condition of the soil.

As against Punjab's 90 per
cent, Tamil Nadu has only 50 per
cent of its agricultural land irri-
gated. The unreliability of mon-
soon rain has made the farmer
dependent on underground wa-
ter (well water). With the per

Several strategies for develop-
ing agriculture in a State, where
spending on agriculture is
miniscule, were outlined by the
duo. These included:

— coordinated effort by agencies
to sink wells and water lifts;

— wasteland development;

—development of contract
farming;

— education of farmers in the
use of technology;

— suitable lending policies by fi-
nancial institutions;

— development of cooperatives;

— provision of post-harvest cold
storage and transportation fa-
cilities;

— promotion of organic farming;

— removal of artificial price con-
trols;

— removal of border restrictions;

—development of horticulture;
and

— identification of risk models
for various farmer groups for
crop insurance.

Dr. K. Rajeevan, CEO, Tamil
Nadu Urban Development
Programme, looking at the devel-
opment of urban infrastructure
in Tamil Nadu, pointed out that

o by SASHI NAIR based on recent

Institute for Financial Management and Research, Chennal.

capita availability of water being
four times less than the Indian
average, irrigating fields poses a
serious challenge. All this has led
to the value of the produce of
principal crops falling by one-
third.

Again, erratic monsoons, re-
sulting in production and price
volatility, adversely affect the
farmer because price changes do
not offset the impact of lower
production. For example, agri-
cultural produce prices do not
rise sufficiently during a bad har-
vest. Focus on micro-irrigation
methods, rainwater harvesting,
involving farmers in water man-
agement and forming a legal
framework for groundwater are
some of the ways this challenge
could be met, they suggested.

The speakers went on to point
out from studies on financial in-
stitutions in Tamil Nadu that it
is clear, farmers are neither get-
ting adequate funds nor receiv-
ing money on time to buy
fertilisers. Not only is the repay-
ment time insufficient, interest
rates are too high. In recent
years, contribution to capital for-
mation has come from the pri-
vate sector, while the public
sector’'s contribution has
dwindled. The growth in priority
sector lending has been reported
to be the least in the State.

the pattern of urbanisation, al-
though fairly evenly spread
among the State’s various cities
and towns, nevertheless, seems
to be related to large-scale
industrialisation along the thin
belt in the northern and western
parts of the State — Chennai,
Vellore, Salem and Coimbatore.
Urbanisation has not spread to
the dry, backward and unstable
agricultural regions of the State,
he stressed.

A sector-wise break-up of in-
vestment requifed indicated that
64 per cent of the investment
needed was for water and sanita-
tion, followed by 31 per cent for
roads, drains and lighting. Water
supply varies from 34 Ipcd in
town panchayats to 74 Ipcd in
Corporations, significantly below
the State norm of 90 lpcd. Only
57 per cent of the population in
Corporation areas, 32 per cent in
Municipalities and 16 per centin
Panchayats have access to sani-
tation. Although 70 per cent of
solid waste generated is col-
lected, most local bodies do not
have organised disposal facilities.
Less than 50 per cent of the roads
are provided with storm-water
drains. Rajeevan, however, high-
lighted the fact that urban infra-
structure, especiaily water and
sanitation, needed debt financ-
ing and an institutionalised

mechanism to raise low-cost
funds. M.J. Xavier, Dean, IFMR,
surveying the industrial sector in
Tamil Nadu, urged the State to
introduce suitable reforms in the
tax structure, power tariff, import
duty and labour laws, to improve
industrial growth and increase
productivity.

It is important to align indus-
trial growth, employment gen-
eration and increase in exports
with overall economic objec-
tives, he pointed out. And for
that, thrust areas needed to be
identified, keeping in mind the
State’s strengths as well as global
opportunities. Software, pharma-
ceuticals, biotechnology, food
processing, telecommunications
and education should receive
greater focus, Xavier emphasised.
And Tamil Nadu's rich heritage,
long coastline and good transport
services, should be exploited to
develop tourism in the State,
which he felt could contribute
substantially to its economy.

Despite the number of nega-
tives that came through in the
presentations, it was apparent
the Tamil Nadu economy has
seen quite a few positives as well.
The per capita gross fixed capital
formation, for example, has in-
creased from Rs. 1,338 to Rs.
2,790, registering an annual av-
erage growth rate of 10.85 per
cent. In the social sector, educa-
tion has received increased im-
portance. Health spending has
also risen.

Tamil Nadu has the highest
yvield of rice and sugarcane.
Fertiliser use is among the high-
est in India, next only to Punjab
and Andhra Pradesh.

An excellent example of re-
ducing cost while financing an
urban infrastructure project has
been the Madurai bypass — a
27.2 km two-lane inner ring road
between Melur Road and
Kanniyakumari — which the
city’s Corporation funded by is-
sue of debentures, servicing of
which is being met from toll col-
lections.

On the industrial front, Tamil
Nadu recorded the largest invest-
ment flow between 1991 and 99,
more than Rs. 140,000 crore. In-
dustrial production registered a
healthy 13.1 per cent growth in
1999-2000. The State’s SARI
(Sustainable Access in Rural In-
dia) Project proved to be a step
in the right direction, empower-
ing rural women and providing
access to emergency services like
healthcare. And population
growth has been stabilised. But
how are we building on this foun-
dation, was the question most
asked at the seminar.
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(Current Affairs questions are
from the period March 16th to
31st. Questions 11 to 20 per-
tain to Tamil Nadu and
Chennai.)

1. Name the new virus that has
been wreaking havoc in Asia in
recent weeks.
2. Who gave away the ‘Man of
the Tournament Award' to
Sachin Tendulkar at the recent
World Cup Finals?
3. Name the chief of Sun
Microsystems and a Microsoft
‘basher’ who came to India re-
cently.
4. Which film won six Oscars, in-
cluding one for Best Picture and
Best Supporting Actress, on
March 23rd?
5. Where in Jammu & Kashmir
were 24 Pandits gunned down,
leading to nation-wide condem-
nation of the atrocity?
6. Which international sports-
man is to play himself in a Telugu
movie, Anaganaga O’Kurrado?
7. Which word coined by J.K.
Rowling in her Harry Potter se-
ries is to enter the Oxford English
Dictionary!
8. Name the visionary technolo-
gist, the producer of the world’s
portable computer, who passed
away in Kodaikanal on March
18th.
9. Where in Bangalore was
India’s first wireless cyber hotspot
opened recently?
10. Who won the Royal Chal-
lenge Indian Open, the country’s
premier international golf tour-
ney’

* * %

11. What is K. Balachander's se-
rial, a sequel to his acclaimed
Sindhu Bhairavi, called?

12. Where in Chennai is the
Tamil Nadu Government plan-
ning an exhibition centre, origi-
nally mooted in 1995, at a cost of
Rs. 38.5 lakh?

13. What is the slogan the CII-
TN chapter plans to suggest to
the Tamil Nadu Government to
attract investment and expand
tourism and other sectors!?

14. Which Hindu pontiff’s year-
long Golden Jubilee celebration
of his ascension to the peetam be-
gan on March 21st?

15. If K. Bhagyaraj's Kaidhiyin
Diary was remade as Aakhri
Raasta (starring Amitabh
Bachchan), what was Veetla
Visheshanga remade as!

16. What imposing edifice of
Chennai, burnt down in 1985,
was first opened at ‘Guzili Bazaar'
in 1900?

17. What is the actual name of
the ‘Town Hall' in Chennai?

18. Which popular Chennai
store was the first retail store in
the country to get the coveted
ISO 9001 certification?

19. Who is the DGP of Tamil
Nadu!?

20. Which was the first collegiate
institution for women in the city,
set up in 19147

(Answers on page 9)

Stifling the trees

It is heartrending to see the way
trees on the city pavement are
choked with tight cement packing,
leaving no gap for the trees to
breathe. This is particularly so on
Flagstaff Road (connecting Beach
Road, near War Memorial, and
Mount Road), where the laying
work which was in progress was re-
cently completed. The concrete
tiles are placed very close to the
bottom trunk of the trees and
tightly plastered with cement.

They have in the same way plas-
tered around the root of the street

READERS

lamp-posts on the same pavement,
but fortunately lamp-posts do not
need to breathe.

P.G. Rangarajan
24 & 25, Janakiram Colony

Extension, Arumbakkam
Chennai 600 106.

Elephantine problems

In the last couple of months, sev-
eral elephants which have been
used for begging in the Chennai
streets have been rescued by animal
welfare enthusiasts and sent to
Vandalur zoo or other animal care

n the early 1930s, my grand-

father lived in Chintamani (1
seem to remember ithat the
house belonged to N. Gopa-
laswami Aiyangar’s family) ide-
ally located at the corner of the
intersection of Royapettah High
Road and Edward Elliot’s Road.
Ideal, at least for me, it boasted
a balcony on the first floor with
iron railings, and when 1 was
perched precariously there 1
could see — wonder of wonders —
right into the tram depot oppo-
site and glory in the music of the
frams.

Some nights I would creep
out there long past my bed-time
and gaze my fill of the trams,
now resting also. I would whis-
per ‘Good night, Ovaltine’ as to
an old friend and slip back into
my bed. It was exciting too at
dawn to hear their ‘ting-ling-
ling’ as they emerged one by one
at the start of their busy day,

Sounds of Old Madras

snaking their way out on the
lines.

The after-lunch siesta
brought an illusion of quiet to
our busy corner, broken at last
by that long-awaited call ‘ICE
PROOT’ from the ‘Stop-me-
and-buy-one’ man from Spen-
cer’s. Could there be anything
better than to peer excitedly into
the cool cavern of his bicycle-
van as we hotly debated whether
Orange or Strawberry was to be
‘today’s choice’ - all for one
anna a piece.

1 share with Reader Ragha-
van (MM, March 1st) the
memory of the buttermilk ven-
dor. His pot was a BIG earthen
paanai set firmly on a heap of
wet sand. But his cry (at least to
us) sounded like ‘Maorooo’ and
we looked round for my small
cousin Malati. Now Malati had
been warned by my uncle that
the man was specially sent to

round up all naughty little girls
called ‘Maaloo’, and naturally
Malati would immediately seek
refuge at my grandfather’s feet!

Much has been said in the
last few weeks of the Mylapore
temple utsavam to prove that
the past is not all wiped out, for
lurking somewhere within our
innermost self is a tiny reminder
of eternal values. There is
beauty in the festival, the noise
and the bustle, for those who
wish to see it; and beauty also in
the stillness of Mada Street dur-
ing the music of the Vidaiyattri
Utsavam that follows. The very
centre of our busy city gifts us a
moment of quiet reflection
when we can say with Words-
worth ‘Dear God! The very
houses seem asleep, and all that
might hear is lying still?’

Saraswathi Gowrishankar
C/o R. Adm. Mohan Raman
Chennai 600 028.

facilities. The question that arises
is why are these majestic animals
purchased by their owners, espe-
cially in and around cities? The rea-
son that immediately comes to
mind is that they are used for film
shooting or for begging during
temple festivals. How many indi-
viduals can afford to maintain these
animals at huge costs? What is the
policy of the State Government re-
garding keeping these animals in
temples? How many temples can
afford to properly maintain these
animals? The whole problem re-
quires serious investigation and
concerted action.

Dr. S. Shankar Dev
‘Kylas’

6, Giri Road, T. Nagar
Chennai 600 017.

Why the name?

he Stanley Hospital was called

in the good old days in Tamil
as “Kanji Thotti Aspathiri”. [ think,
Kanji Thotti refers to a big vat of
gruel. Did Stanley Hospital get its
name because gruel was given to
patients as a substitute for bread
and butter? Can anybody enlighten
me!

P.A. Ranganathan
16, Vedachala Garden

Mandavelli Street, Chennai 28..

Not right

he answer to Question No. 5
(MM, March 16th) should
have read ‘Anoushka Shankar’ and
not Norah Jones, as given, [ think.

D. Venkatesan

31-A Ramaswami Garden Street
Royapettah, Chennai 600 014.

Editor’s Note: Not right, we're
afraid; Norah Jones it is.

A SHANGHAI SEAFRONT AHEAD!

(Continued from page 1)

to get Heritage Regulations
drafted and included in the
CMDA’s development control
rules. This was agreed to by
INTACH-TN, a Heritage
Committee with a major repre-
sentation from Government
was formed, the Regulations
drafted, and nearly 200 sites of
heritage importance — either on
grounds of antiquity, architec-
tural uniqueness, historical sig-
nificance or on natural impor-
tance — were agreed on, listed
and appended to the Regula-
tions. Both Regulations and an-
nexure, approved in toto by the
CMDA, went to the Govern-
ment Department for approval.
Now it has been conveniently
returned to the CMDA, alleg-
edly seeking the concurrence of
all those whose heritage wealth
has been listed. This is an un-
precedented action not only in
India, but wherever heritage
rules have come into force; ex-
perts determine heritage value,
not owners. But even if we
wanted to be unique, then,
given that there were Heritage
Regulations being discussed and
the entire Queen Mary’s cam-
pus was a constituent part of the
annexure to the proposed regu-
lations, couldn't Government
have awaited the views of all
those connected with Queen
Mary's on its heritage status be-

fore taking a unilateral decision
to evict the College and pull
down its buildings for the
greater glory of Government!?
Government's attitude would
appear to be a lack of interest,
for whatever reason, in pro-
ceeding with a Heritage Act or
even Heritage Regulations.
And that is not only a major
step back for the Heritage
movement, but virtual licence
for any developer, Government
or otherwise, to run riot. That
is what all of us should be wor-
rying about, even as Govern-
ment gives us the first glimpse
of its hand.

2. That hand could well be
holding plans for development
of a large part of the seafront.
With the ‘secret’ MoU signed
with the Malaysians, referred to
elsewhere in this issue, sus-
pected of being a major devel-
opment, of the Foreshore (San
Thomé) Beach upto the Adyar
Estuary, both privately and with
Government participation,
there is every possibility of rais-
ing a Shanghai or Singapore or
Manhattan skyline without
once worrying about the neces-
sary infrastructure or the his-
torical ambience of Madras.
With the Heritage Regulations
shoved out of the way, all that
needs to get construction un-
derway here, apart from the
wherewithal, is a quick change

of the development control
rules. The new coastal survey
reported by this journal is ex-
pected to take care of any pos-
sible restrictions posed by the
Coastal Zone Regulations.

3. With the building of the
Secretariat and the new Fore-
shore development underway,
the citizens of Chennai will not
only have to forget the Marina
as the city's only major lung and
recreation space but can expect
the entire stretch from Napier
Bridge to Adyar Estuary to be

developed with a highrise sky-
line like Shanghai's or Manhat-
tan's with neither the infra-
structure of service nor effi-
ciency to go with it. The col-
lapse of the city into urban
gridlock will inevitably follow.
And the city that gave birth to
modern India will fall victim to
its own grandiose intention of
modernising. Forget Heritage,
we might not have a city worth
its name, if something is not
done to stop what'’s taken the

first step at QMC.

(Continued from page 2)

kind in the country. The judge
described the felling of the tree
as ‘the senseless act of man’.

e A North Carolina (U.S.) log-
ging company paid a $95,000
fine after cutting down a tree
where bald eagles nested. The
bald eagle, the national symbol
of the U.S,, is protected and so
are its nesting places. The
company’s owner, who said “I
made a dumb mistake” in ad-
mitting the violation of the fed-
eral Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, got off “fairly”
lightly. He could have spent a
year in prison, a year of super-
vised release thereafter and
$100,000 fine!

What's this thing called
a heritage landmark?

o A trailer park in Los Ange-
les, a temporary housing fa-
cility from the 1920s, was
placed on the city’s list of
historic and cultural monu-
ments recently, joining 715
other Los Angeles historic
sites, which include an avo-
cado grove and the Holly-
wood sign. Compare that
with the 185 the CMDA’s
Heritage Regulations listed
for a city more than twice as
old and to which INTACH
would want to add no less
than 300-400 more in the
city. In the case of the trailer
park, the owner, as permit-
ted, opposed the designa-
tion, but lost his appeal.

— MMM
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Two special features for our times in a two-page pull-out

Patrick Geddes
— and Indian
town planning

he conventional wisdom

identifies the origins of the
Indian environmental move-
ment with the Chipko
Andolan, which broke -out in
April 1973. Over the next 25
years, there was a lively, nation-
wide debate on the state of the
environments, on the sustaina-
bility of different technologies,
ideologies and social systems.
However, there is a fascinating
if unacknowledged prehistory to
this debate, that extends back a
hundred years or more. Well
before Chipko and Chernobyl
made environmentalists of us
all, there were men and women

Delivering the key-
note address at the
recent Jlaunch of
INTACH-TN's Madras —
its Architectural Heri-
tage, environmentalist
RAMACHANDRA GUHA
spoke of Patrick Geddes
who is featured here in
an article Guha wrote
three years ago.

in India who advocated the sus-
tainable use of natural re-
sources, who struggled to blend
ecological restoration with so-
cial justice, or who outlined an
analytical framework to under-
stand better the use and abuse
of nature.

We should distinguish be-
tween two waves of Indian en-
vironmentalism: an early period
of pioneering and prophecy,
and a more recent phase when
intellectual reflection has been
allied to a popular social move-
ment. The first wave ran from
the late 19th Century to the
outbreak of World War L. Dur-
ing this period, contributions to
environmental thought came
from two distinct groups of
people: Indian thinkers associ-
ated with the national move-
ment and a bunch of dissident
Europeans working within or
outside the colonial administra-
tion. After the attainment of
political Independence in Au-
gust 1947 began an age of eco-
logical innocence, when the urge
to industrialise and ‘catch up’
with the developed world rel-
egated environmental concerns
to the background. It was only
from the early 1940s that these
concerns re-emerged in the
form of a vocal, articulate social
movement. In this second wave
of environmentalism, the

groundswell of popular support
has created the conditions for a
sophisticated but contentious
public discourse on the condi-
tions and prospects for sustain-
able development.

Amongst the contributions
of Europeans to Indian environ-
mental thought, a significant
one was by the Scotsman,
Patrick Geddes. Born in 1854,
Geddes was a disciple of Will-
iam Morris and John Ruskin
who is recognised in his home-
land as a pioneer of ecological
town planning. As a professor of
botany and activist city planner,
he inspired his students in
Dundee and Edinburgh prima-
rily through the spoken word
and force of example and, less
evidently, through his writings.
But Geddes was also a restless
internationalist, seeking friends,
converts, and associates in all
parts of the globe. His interest
in India was first sparked by a
chance encounter in Paris with
the Irish-Hindu spiritualist, Sis-
ter Nivedita. She and Geddes
struck a close friendship and al-
though she died suddenly in
October 1906, her memory and
the prospect of finding disciples
in India attracted him to the
land. Immediately after finish-
ing his opus, Cities in Evolution,
Geddes made plans for a visit to
the subcontinent. He had
hoped to take his carefully put-
together exhibition on urban
history around the cities of Brit-
ish India.

Geddes arrived in Madras in
the autumn of 1914. The boxes
of his ‘Cities and Town-Plan-
ning Exhibition’ were carried by
another ship which, as luck
would have it, was struck by a
German destroyer (World War
I had just broken out). The ves-
sel went down in the Indian
QOcean and, with it, the work of
half-a-lifetime. Geddes was
stranded in India with no exhi-
bition to show. Characteristi-
cally, he turned his mind in-
stead on gathering new mate-
rial, on studying the rise, decline
and transformation of the cities
and towns of India. He was to
stay for nearly ten years in In-
dia, first as a freelance town
planner and then as the first
Professor of Sociology and Civ-
ics of the University of Bombay.

During this period, Geddes
travelled widely in the subcon-
tinent and interacted closely
with the high and the low. He
met Mahatma Gandhi twice,

THE OLD...

The OLD and the NEW are seen together in
R. ESWARRA]J's picture above, taken of the
north bank of the Adyar River near the
Maraimalai Adigalar Bridge in Saidapet. Close-
ups show the thatched huts (left) that are giving
way to the brick and mortar constructions (be-
low). Over the years, buildings on the banks of a
river have been considered encroachments — and
also a danger to the encroachers, particularly if
they lived in huts built of thatch like those seen
here. Now, their new ‘pucca’ homes might be
safer — but who regularised such construction in
this eco-fragile avea? Is this how town planning is
practised in Chennai in this day and age? Or
would Geddes have seen an Indian-ness to it?

knew Annie Besant, and be-
friended the great Bengali
thinkers Rabindranath Tagore
and Jagadish Chandra Bose. In
his years in India he wrote
nearly fifty town plans, some
commissioned by the mahara-
jahs, some written at the behest
of colonial administrators. The
towns he wrote about range
from Dhaka in the east to
Ahmadabad in the west, from
Lahore in the north to Thanja-
vur in the south. Published in
limited editions by obscure
presses and now available only
in libraries in Scotland, Geddes’
Indian town plans deserve to be
resurrected. For they are far
from being dry-as-dust techni-
cal reports. Wonderfully idio-
syncratic, they are shot through
with throwaway lines and bon
mots, while his philosophy
emerges in the most unexpected
places.

In his Indian town plans,
Geddes' practical-ecological ap-
proach is manifest in the con-
crete recommendations for the
setting aside of open space for
recreation, tree planting and
protection (especially, but not
exclusively, around sacred
sites), and for the provision of
sustainable and safe water sup-
ply. He commended the Indian
tradition of narrow public thor-
oughfares with ample (and
leafy) courtyards within houses,
criticising the modern tendency
in favour of wide, dusty streets,
which he saw as an aid only to
the automobile, an artefact he
detested. He strongly recom-
mended the preservation and
maintenance of tanks and res-
ervoirs; simultaneously a pro-
tection against flooding after

~ heavy rain, a beneficial influ-

ence on climate and, of course,
the source of an assured supply

of water. Geddes scoffed at the
fear of sanitary engineers that
these waterbodies would consti-
tute a malarial hazard, pointing
out that they could easily be
stocked ‘with sufficient fish and
duck to keep down the Anoph-
eles’. After a visit to the town of
Thana, thirty miles north of
Bombay, he recommended the
protection of wells as a reserve
to existing water supplies, re-
marking presciently that ‘any
and every water system occa-
sionally goes out of order, and is
open to accidents and injuries
of very many kinds; and in these
old wells we inherit an ancient
policy of life insurance, of a very
real kind, and one far too valu-
able to be abandoned’ — words
that should be pasted above the -
office desks of planners working
today in Chennai, Hyderabad

(Continued on page 8)
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The Guru of Good
Governance

ever has ‘good governance’

been more urgently re-
quired in our country than at
the present moment. Whatever
the theories touted by Manage-
ment pundits, usually honed in
the business schools of the
West, about what constitutes
good governance, we saw it in
practice in 1954-63. Kamaraj,
as Chief Minister, gave the
State the best administration it
has ever had. His tenure is still
reckoned as the “golden era”.

Kamaraj was a self-made
man, initiated into politics by
his mentor Satyaraurti. Born
into a modestly affluent family,
he lost his father at an early age
and was brought up by his
uncle. His mother and sister
were his only direct blood rela-
tives. He remained a bachelor.
Not being able to pay fees, he
went to a free school run by a
charitable organisation and got
an exposure to formal educa-
tion.

What are the main ingre-
dients of ‘good governance’?
You'llfind them in what Kama-
raj practised every day.

If enhancing shareholder
value is an important responsi-
bility for corporates, Kamaraj
excelled in this respect by pro-
viding free education upto
S.S.L.C. and followed this up
with the introduction of the free
“mid-day-meal” scheme for
schoolchildren. The vulnerable
sections of the State, who are its
biggest shareholders, could not
have got a better deal.

Selection of a good team,
providing support and giving

operational freedom are also

hallmarks of sound corporate
behaviour. There can be no bet-
ter example than Kamaraj's
cabinet. On replacing Rajaji as
Chief Minister, Kamaraj re-
tained all the members of
Rajaji’s cabinet, including C.
Subramaniam, who was re-
garded as Rajaji’s right hand,
and gave them full freedom to
function.

The quality of persons who
adorned Kamaraj's cabinet can
be judged by the fact that one
became the President of India,
another was honoured with
Bharat Ratna, the third suc-
ceeded him as Chief Minister
and was acknowledged as an
outstanding administrator in his
own right, and the fourth died
leaving his family in straitened
circumstances despite being a
Minister for several years. (A
rare phenomenon these days!!)

An episode worth recollect-
ing concerned the Minister
handling the important portfo-
lio of Industry. While negotiat-
ing a contract for supplying tex-

tile equipment, the suppliers of-
fered the Minister a discount
which would have been paid to
him personally. Not only did the
Minister reject the proposition,
but insisted that an extra piece
of equipment be supplied equi-
valent to the discount offered.
(Sounds stranger than fiction in
the light of goings-on today!!)
Accessibility, transparency
in decision-making, and moni-
toring the progress of schemes
are recognised as good corpo-
rate strategies. [t is amazing that

¢ by P.M. Belliappa
1as (RETD)

Kamaraj practised all these like
a person who had graduated
from business school. He trav-
elled the length and breadth of
the State constantly to under-
stand local problems first. hand,
and kept his finger on the pulse
all the time.

There was the case of a
young officer not belonging to
the State who handled with
aplomb a particularly nasty law

and order situation involving
two communities, thus averting
a clash and blood-letting. On
hearing about this, Kamaraj,
who was visiting some remote
corner of the State, asked the
officer to meet him at a railway
station en route to Madras and,
in full public view, compli-
mented him. The message was
loud and clear.

He met people freely and
treated everyone with dignity.
Little remembered is the fact
that one of the persons who had
easy access to him was not a
relative nor from his community
nor a party hack, but Aziz, a stu-
dent of Loyola College, who ar-
ticulated the concerns of the
youth. In Aziz's untimely death
in a road accident, Kamaraj lost
a friend and Tamil Nadu a
promising leader.

Kamaraj understood that ad-
ministration is teamwork, in
which the bureaucracy is a vital
player. He never compromised
the bureaucracy’s position in
public, kept party cadres in
check and maintained the dis-
tinction between ‘party’ and

K. Kamaraj

‘government’. Officers were left
free to carry on with their legiti-
mate duties. Honest dissent was
neither stifled, misunderstood
nor penalised. Coercion, of any
kind, of officers was unheard of.

It was during Kamaraj's pe-
riod that Panchayat Raj was
ushered in in the State. Furious
discussions took place about the
structure of these institutions in
the districts and the role of the
Collector vis-a-vis elected Pan-
chayat leaders. A leading politi-
cal figure ostensibly close to
Kamaraj had been inducted
into government to oversee the
introduction of these changes.
Despite hectic canvassing by
this worthy, the official line,
that Collectors should have a
significant role in the adminis-
tration of Panchayat Raj insti-
tutions in the districts, pre-
vailed and no offence was taken
by Kamaraj at the strong dissent
voiced by officials. It is hearten-

ing to note that, even today, the
decision taken then is opera-
tive!!

The politics of the period
was marked by dignified con-
duct between parties, without a
war of words or witch-hunting,
involving wasted energies and

resources. In true democratic

spirit, there was immense toler-
ance of criticism. Minorities felt
secure and were never under
any sort of pressure. In fact, they
saw Kamaraj as one of them.

As a person he led a very
simple and unostentatious life.
A ‘cult’ was neither desired nor
encouraged. To quote his own
words, which sum up his phi-
losophy: “I have become the
Chief Minister only to give re-
lief to the poor people and to
solve their problems to the ex-
tent possible. If I am not able to
be of help to the poor, I have no
use for this office.” True to him-
self, he resigned in 1963.

That Kamaraj, after leading
a Gandhian life, died in 1975 on
Mahatma Gandhi's birthday
October 2nd, is perhaps
Providence's way of telling the
world that they were kindred
souls, separated by time.

Those of us who had the

privilege of working in the

Kamaraj era can do no better

than quote Wordsworth:

Bliss was it to be alive in that
dawn

But to be young was very
heaven.

GEDDES

(Continued from page 7)

and a dozen other cities of
India.

His inclusive, holistic and
deeply ecological approach is
nicely expressed in the follow-
ing quote:

For us (i.e. the Town
Planner) the problem is not
simply, as for municipalities_
and their engineers today
the removal of sewage, or to-
morrow the supply of water,
at one time, the removal of
congestion, or supply of
communications; and at
some other the problems of
housing, or again of subur-
ban extension. Our problem
is to make the best of all
these specialisms and their
advocates .... Our attitude
differs from that of the spe-
cialist intent upon perfec-
tion in his own department,
whatever be the outlays,
whatever the delays to oth-
ers accordingly; it is rather
that of the housewife, the
agriculturist or the steward,
who has to make the best of
a limited budget, and not
sacrifice resources enough
for general wellbeing to the
elaboration of a single im-
provement.

Patrick Geddes was indeed
the most participatory of plan-
ners. As he points out in the

— and Indian town

most painstaking of all his In-
dian reports, his two-volume
work on Indore,

As the physician must
make a diagnosis of the
patient's case before pre-
scribing treatment, so with
the planner for the city. He
looks closely into the city as
it is, and enquires into how
it has grown, and suffered.
And as the physician associ-
ates the patient with his own
cure, so must the planner
appeal to the citizen. Hence
the Indore reader should go
round and look at the City
for himself; and with its Plan
for partial guide, he may
check, and amplify, the diag-
nosis; and perhaps acceler-
ate the treatment.

Acutely aware of the re-
source-extractive characteris-
tics of the modern city, Geddes
sought to harmonise urban liv-
ing with the countryside.
Through tree-planting and wa-
ter-conservation, people could
work towards that “return to
nature” which every adequate
plan involves, with pure air and
water, and cleanliness in sur-
roundings again rural; so that,
in Ruskin’s phrase, “the field
gains upon the street, no longer
merely the street upon the
field”. He called often for a ‘re-
turn to the health of village life,

with its beauty of surroundings
and its contact with nature’, but
‘upon a new spiral turning be-
yond the old one which, at the
same time, frankly and fully in-
corporates the best advantages
of town-life’. In the words of his
best-known disciple, ‘to the
town-planner’s art, Geddes
brought the rural virtues; not
merely respect for the land and
for agricultural processes, but
for the patience of the peasant,
and the sense that orderly
growth is more important than
order at the expense of growth'
(and, one should add, growth at
the expense of order).

A hallmark of Geddes’ ap-
proach was his ‘esteem for every
genuine material or spiritual
value in the local heritage, his
almost miserly reluctance to
part with the least scrap of it’.
He found much to admire and
retain in the Indian tradition of
town-planning. After a visit to
‘that wonderful city of religion’,
Benares, he wrote feelingly of
the respect he found there for
nature and life. In other letters
to his family, he marvelled at
the traditional architecture and
planning of the South Indian
temple towns. These towns for
him embodied the ‘spirit of
hope, of impulsion, of growth,
the temple of the élan vital, the

planning

spirit of evolution, of whom
these Hindu gods, whom fools
call idols, are as yet in many
ways (I do not say in all ways)
the most vital and vivid expres-
sions yet reached by man’.

Patrick Geddes waits to be
discovered and reinterpreted by
our own generation. In their
angry denunciations of the ur-
ban-industrial way of life, In-
dian environmentalists, by and
large, have yet to come to terms
with the fact that by 2020 or
thereabouts this country shall
have the largest urban popula-
tion in the world. The conse-
quences of such rapid, and un-
regulated, urbanisation are al-
ready with us: massive pollu-
tion, overcrowding and the dis-
eases associated with it, water
shortages, inadequate housing
and sanitation, and a system of
transportation that is highly in-
efficient from an energy conser-
vation and environmental point
of view. In engaging with these
problems, and in trying to make
our cities and towns habitable,
Indian environmentalists can
take much help from the work
of Patrick Geddes. — (Ex-
cerpted from The European
Contribution to Indian Environ-
mentalism by the author in In-
dian Horizons, Vol. 47, No. 2,
2000.)
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Remembering

Clive Avenue

must admit that it's a good

feeling to contemplate and
write about my good friend T.S.
Tirumurti and his maiden
novel, Clive Avenue, launched
recently. (Or T.S. Tirumurti IFs,
as he prefers Civil Servants to
be addressed, as in his book.)

Reading the book was a pro-
foundly personal experience for
me, strumming as it did, many
many personal chords. Tiry, as
he is popularly known, and I
grew up together, learnt of life
and love and all those things.
Our neighbourhood was idyllic;
I recognise that denizens of con-
temporary urban madness may
be a bit out of depth at the us-
age of an alien word such as
“idyllic’, but idyllic it was. We

. lived in a wee lane with six bun-

galows on either side and virtu-
ally no traffic. The peace and si-
lence would only be disturbed
by the occasional fruit vendor
calling out his wares or the
“joad-repair” man exercising his
vocal chords. We could hear
the sounds of birds socialising in
the evenings in the trees at
Stella Maris College. Early in
the mornings we could even
hear the scund of electric trains
as they went past the T'Nagar-
Nungambakkam stretch!! It
was almost like our own private
sanctuary.

Growing up was a great ex-
perience. On our side of the

road, five of the bungalows were
inter-connected. This vast
stretch was the location for
many an adventure still etched
in our collective memories.
Many of the residents of our
road and their unforgettable
traits have been delightfully
“expressed” in Clive Avenue. Of
course, Tiru has given a free run
to his imagination.

The car starting protocol was
omnipresent in the pettai. The
gulmohur is still there. The twin
palms must be well into their
next birth by now. Paatti was a
permanent fixture on the ve-
randah in her brown cane chair
which had a footrest. She was
always exhorting us not to play
as “it was too hot” or “it was
dark” or “the girls would get
hurt” or “the flowerpots would
get damaged.” The last men-
tioned was a big issue even for
Maama, Tiru's father, an avid
gardener himself. Despite such
insurmountable odds we still
managed to stage our marathon
matches every evening (the
neighbourhood girl did play
with us and even got hurt once,
which she of course handled
with aplomb, gender bashers
please note!!). We played a few
all-day matches as well on Sun-
days after the customary oil
bath. No prizes for guessing
Paatti’s reaction to that!

Vidya Mandir and Viveka-

nanda College, the predictable
paths we took, merély rein-
forced the typical value systems
of our upbringing. But in many
“ways, they opened our eyes to
other worlds too.

We loved to cycle to Safire
Theatre for English movies, go
to the British Council Library
and thumb through the leading
English newspapers, and browse
Rolling Stone/Downbeat maga-
zine at the USIS, all a few hun-
dred cycle pedals from our
houses. Those were the days
when Abba was hot.

Cows used to roam about
freely, indulging their tastebuds
with all the neighbourhood
shrubbery. The milk, of course,
would be substantially diluted.
Some households used a lacto-
something apparatus. In other
households, the lady of the
house actually used to supervise
the milking, but then those
were the days.

I realise now with a shock
that all that has gone. There is
no more peace and quiet. The
first “multistoried” building in-
vaded our privacy 20 years ago
with as many as 16 units: a
250% increase in the popula-
tion. The number of vehicles
obviously went up, as did the
general din. Around that time
came up two huge hospitals
which, whilst catering to the
wellbeing of their patients, had

scant regard for hygienic dis-
posal of their waste. This was a
lot more dangerous to the sani-
tation than the open drains, a
repository of a lot of tennis and
cricket balls in our time. The
hospitals paved the way for the
hospitality business in the form
of the roadside caterers. The
“drive-in” business model of
these caterers on carts throttles
the road space, as all types of
vehicles jostle with one an-
other, their occupants clamour-
ing for a sip of the hot tasteless
beverage majestically handed
out in the rarely-cleaned
glasses. Now, leading corporates
in the vicinity use our road as a
parking lot.

Exnora is really Ex-nora!
Mildly put, the neighbourhood
has been ravaged of all of its
pristine qualities... so much for
the word “idyllic”.

Much as Tiru claims that it’s
just a little story, the canvas be-
hind Clive Avenue is quite obvi-
ous! Remember, he is a diplo-
mat after all!

Tiru’s analysis of the popu-
lace broadly clusters society in
three distinct layers:

— the increasingly dominant
numbers of corrupt and law-
less lawmakers;

— the helpless “educated
middle-aged uppercrust”
unable to reconcile to the
disappearance of their sen-
sibilities; and

— the younger generation
which finds meaning in emi-
grating and starting a new
life, largely on their own
terms.

If anything, Clive Avenue
doesn’t get into the madness of
the religious fundamentalists,
something that we guys were
protected from during our grow-
ing up years... mercifully! After
all, we went to convent-run pri-
mary schools and said Ada
Raama and Insha Allah in the
same breath. All said and done,
Clive Avenue mirrors the
thoughts, aspirations, repres-
sion and frustrations of many of
us... and our ability to smile
through as well!!

Tiru confirms this in one of
the introductory paragraphs,
“Clive Avenue Does Exist...”

K. Venkatesan

WHAT’S THE BIG SECRET?

(Continued from page 1)

MoU, as reported in the Press,
pertained to the San Thomé - or
Foreshore — Beach. The CMDA
in its reply regretted that it could
not give a copy of the MoU as it
is “not a public document”. Our
understanding of the rules of
governance and any commit-
ment to transparency is that ev-
ery Government document IS a
public document UNLESS it
deals with the security of the
state. With no security issues
involved here, what is the big
secret the CMDA, or its superi-
ors, are bent on hiding?

CAG had addressed the
CMDA with a similar letter,
seeking information on whether
it planned anything for the
Queen Mary’s College campus.
No reply had been received till
April 7th, but by then the Chief
Minister had announced the
Government’s plans for the
campus. That answer did not
have replies to several questions
that lay behind CAG’s letter to
the CMDA. Those questions
CAG — and the public —
would like to hear answers to
are:

1. Why was Queen Mary’s
College chosen as the site
for a new secretariat?

2. Has any alternative to

Queen Mary’s College been
considered as a site?

3. Has an Environmental (or
Citizens’) Impact Assess-
ment been done?

4, What will be the impact on
all the educational institu-
tions in the area?

5. What will be the impact on
the Marina?

6. What will be the impact on
all the other heritage build-
ings in the area?

7. As this will become a hub of
Government, intense public
use will be there. What steps
are provided for ancillary
and unintended develop-
ments’

8. Where is the source of wa-
ter to service this develop-
ment?

9. Security being an important
commitment these days,
how will this development
impact the users of the
Beach — almost the one
large public space of the
city?

10. Does not such a shift re-
quire discussion with the
public under the spirit of the
74th Amendment? Can it be
so arbitrarily decided?

11. What is the cost of the
project? How is it to be
funded? Has it been in-
cluded in the State’s budget?

12. What is the nature of the
ownership of land by the
QMC today? Can it be
changed for other purposes
without proper evaluation
of the needs of the institu-
tion?

13. What is the proper process
under the Private College
Education Act for taking
over land from an educa-
tional institution? Has this
been followed?

14. There is a Corporation GO
which says owners of heri-
tage buildings must be per-
suaded to preserve them.
Has the Corporation initi-
ated any such steps?

15. The CMDA is duty bound
to protect heritage buildings
— as it states under Rule
22 of the DCR. Also, in the
Express Estates case, it has
given a list of heritage build-
ings identified by it to the
High Court, which includes
QMC. Can a heritage pre-
cinct be destroyed without
public debate?

Or are the answers to all
these questions also SECRET? If
they are, such a view makes
nonsense of the Tamil Nadu
Right to Information Act, 1997,
and the Government’s commit-
ment to transparency and open-
ness.

April 19: Professor Lyane
Guillaume, from Paris, who lived
in India for four years, has writ-
ten two novels with India as their
theme: Jahanara, a historical nar-
ration that retraces the life of the
daughter of the most famous
Moghul emperor, Shah Jahan,
who constructed the Taj Mahal
for his wife, and Fiére et intouch-
able, dealing with the destiny of
women born in an impure caste.
Lyane Guillaume will talk about
her experiences in India, the art
of writing and help bring the lit-
erary circle of the Alliance
Francaise back to life. (At the
Alliance Francaise, 6 p.m.)

From April 21: Manas Ranjan
Parida of Orissa exhibits a
temple series and landscapes (at
Vinyasa).

From April 22: Mukti, a charitable

organisation, holds an exhibition
by two physically challenged art-
ists, T Sakthi Rani of Chennai
and Shiela of Lucknow. Art
workshops will be conducted
during the exhibition (at Lalic
Kala Academy).

April 22: A production of Shakes-
peare’s famous comedy by
Andhra Mahila Sabha from
Hyderabad. This is a professional
production by deaf children and
a fundraiser for the AMS in
Chennai (at Rani Seethai Hall).

April 25: An encounter with the
world of jazz. Madhav Chari per-
forms (at Max Mueller Bhavan,
7.00 p.m.).

April 28: Lalitha-Nandini, out-
standing South Indian Classical
Carnatic violinists, popularly
known as the Violin Duo, have
enthralled audiences with their
spellbinding music. And they
will do so again as part of the Al-
liance Francaise celebratory mu- -
sic festival (at Alliance Fran-
caise, 7.00 p.m.).

THOSE EXCITING QMC DAYS

(Conﬁ'nued from page 3)

It must be said to her credit that
she never sought outside help
and handled things in such a
manner that I don’t remember
any untoward incident.

* *® %

We had air raid practices at

.odd hours. Sometimes in the

middle of the night we had to
scramble down the steps and

jump into the open trenches
dug behind the College and re-

main there till the “All Clear”
signal. Dummy anti-aircraft
guns were placed equidistant
along the entire stretch of the
Marina. By dummy, I mean
guns assembled with split trunks
of palm trees, one placed verti-
cally and the other slanting,
painted black and giving the ap-
pearance of a gun pointing to-
wards the sky. This may sound
antideluvian now, but that was
all there was at that point of
time to protect Madras.

Answers

1. Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) virus; 2. Sir
Gary Sobers; 3. Scott McNealy; 4.
Chicago; 5. Nadimarg; 6. Mohd.
Azharuddin; 7. Muggle; 8. Adam
Osborne; 9. The Cafe Coffee Day
outlet on Lavelle Road; 10. Mike

Cunning.
x % X

to Quiz

11. Sahanaa; 12. Near the MGR
samadhi; 13. ‘Invest in A Higher
State of Mind’; 14. Sri Jayendra
Saraswati of the Kanchi Peetam;
15. Mr. Becharaa; 16. Moore Mar-
ket; 17. Victoria Public Hall;
18. Landmark; 19. LK. Govind;
20. Queen Mary's College.
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Five promising

We today present the five
other swimmers to ben-
efit from support given under
the Champions Development
Scheme of the Sports Develop-
ment Authority of Tamil Nadu.
Last fortnight we had featured
three out of the eight swimmers
chosen:

Sruthi Arun Kumar who

has been repre-
B senting India in in-
ternational swim-
f ming events since
1997, when she
} was hardly ten
i years old. She has
participated in the Asia Pacific
Age Group Swimming and Div-
ing Championships for four
consecutive years, as well as
competitions in Chinese Taipei
(twice), Malaysia and New
Delhi. However, it was at the
Tamil Nadu Senior Open
Swimmitig Meet in 2000 that
she literally made a splash, win-
ning five gold, three silver and
four bronze medals. In 2002, she
won two gold, four silver and
one bronze at the South Zone
Aquatic Championship in
Visakhapatnam. And at the
National Games in Hyderabad,
she bettered the meet record in
the 50m butterfly.

“You need to give your child
enough rest to recoup, to be
able to train properly and be in
absolute form for the next race.
Often, that is not possible,” says
Lathika, her mother, adding,
“Training under a good coach is
vital. For example, there was an
excellent Hungarian coach who
was to have trained the juniors
and seniors at several camps
spread over a six-month period
in Delhi. Unfortunately, after
just one camp, he left suddenly,
leaving those selected for the
next camp, including my
daughter, in the lurch.”

swimmers

Kumar, a Good Shepherd
Convent student, is a very cre-
ative child who likes to draw
and paint.

Vinod Kumar showed that
he was a champion material at
the 29th Junior National
s Aquatic Champi-
f onship last year
when he won the
50m and 100m
breaststroke and
he 50m butterfly,
the latter setting a new record.
At the recently concluded
South Zone Selection Meet, he
set national records in the un-
der-17 category in all the three
events, with timings of 33.13
seconds (50m breaststroke),
1.14 minutes (100m breast-
stroke) and 28.05 seconds
(50m butterfly).

“My school is very coopera-
tive. They permit me to miss
classes, giving me sufficient
time to practise every day. Psy-
chologically, therefore, I can re-
lax and concentrate upon par-
ticipating in as many events as |
can,” he states.

Sushanth Krishna is the
youngest of the champions un-
der the CDS. Last
year, at the 19th
Sub-Junior Na-
tional Aquatic
Championship in
FBangalore,

Krishna came first
in the 50m and 100m back-
stroke events, setting a new
record in the former. He carried
his good form to the National
School Games in Pune where
he broke two records — in the
50m and 200m backstroke —
and won the individual cham-
pion title as well.

“We now have somebody we
can turn to in case we need
help, especially to enter compe-
titions; the CDS certainly
makes a lot of difference to the
child’s performance,” feels
Sujatha Sundar, his mother.

Krishna is an avid quizzer
who has represented his school,
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, in the
Discovery Channel Quiz Con-
test. He is also a voracious
reader who loves to read “just
about any printed material”,

S.L. Joshua Joseph was the
individual champion in the Jun-
ior State Championships in
2001 and 2002. He
also won gold in the
100m  butterfly
event at the All In-

3! dia Inter-University
" Swimming Meet in
both those years. In 2002, at the
Tamil Nadu State Senior Meet-
ing, he stood first in the butter-
fly event, with a timing of 28.25
seconds. He also won gold in
the 100m butterfly event, with
a timing of 1.02.20 minutes. Jo-
seph showed his skills at the All
India Inter University Meet in
Kolkata later that year when he
won silver in the 100m and
200m freestyle event and the
bronze in the 100m butterfly
event.

Joseph resides at the Nehru
Stadium quarters.

Amina Sait, Saba’s elder sis-
ter, was the 2002
Tami]l Nadu State
swimming champion
# in the under-18 cat-
egory. She usually
takes part in several
events— 50 m backstroke, 50m
butterfly, 100m freestyle and
backstroke, 200m backstroke,

Recommended Trees - 5

TREES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS &
RECREATION AREAS

Beach & Coastlines

Small Trees

Tamarix gallica (Tamarisk)

Medium & Large Trees

colourful)

Medium sized trees

Delonix regia (Gulmohar)

Acacia arabica (Babool)
Large Trees

Ficus religiosa (Peepal)

(Ormamental / Salinity _to!erant and wind resistant)

Acacia Auriculliformis (Australian Phyllode Acacia)

Calophyllum enophyllum (Alexandrian Laurel)
Pithecolobium dulce (Madras Thorn)
Acacia holocersea (Manvelvel)

Phoenix sylvestris (Toddy Palm)

Ficus Krishnae (Krishna’s Butter cup)
Anacardium occidentale (Cashewnut)
Casuarina equisetifolia (She-Oak)

Lannea Coromandelica (Jhingan)

Citherexylum Subserratum (Fiddle Wood Tree)

Fresh Waterways, River & Lake Margins
(Tolerant to waterlogging, rising and falling water levels, and

Cycas circinalis, Cycas revolute (Cycads)
Pandanus Odoratissimus (Screwpine)
Caryota Urens (Fish Tail Palm)
Terminalia Paniculata (Neer Marudhu)
Spondias Pinnata (Hog’s Plum)

Salmalia Malabarica (Red silk cotton)

Eucalyptus robusta (Swamp Mahagony)
Anthocephalus cadamba (Seaside India Oak)
Spathodia Campannulata (Indian Tulip)
Hardwickia binata (Aathi or Aacha)
Barringtonia asiatica (Mudilla)

Syzigium cuminii (Jumbolanum)

G. Dattatri, K. Hariharan and Prof. S. Dayanandan

200m individual medley and the
relays. Butitis now the 50m but-
terfly that is her favourite event,
aneventshe decided to take part
in during one of the South Zone
championships last year, and
one in which she found herself
doing very well. Sait won five
medals in the National Juniors
last year, two of them gold, in the
50m butterfly and 100m back-

stroke.

“I have my Board exams now
and I guess [ will have toconcen-
trate on my studies for a while,”
says the Sishya student. She
adds, “I like to take up Artsas a
subject and everything will de-
pend on which college I getinto.
Ifit is a college outside Chennai,
it may be a problem as I would
prefer to continue with my
present coach as long as [ can”.

Sashi Nair

O
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