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In 'rastructure

(By The Editor)

It was at one of those Season's parties
the other night that we were starlled
by the much-travelled head of a large
factory in the westen outskirts of
Madras. This executive, an oulsider {o
Madras but a city-resident for some
years now, thought that, in the last year
or so, the infrastructure had
improved considerably in the city.
And he was sure that the Chief
Minister's drive was responsible for i.
Taken a bit aback by his enthu-
siasm, we wanted to know whal the

unprovements he lhought there were.

But will
we pay to

improve

it still
further?

And using his list, we report the latest
position:

% The street lighling has not only

improved considerably, but it is also
some of the best in the country.
Madras Musings understands that all

bus routes will be lit with sodium

vapour lamps by year-end and. next
year, work will be taken up to bring
light to all road junctions in resi-
dential colonies.

# The water drained fast during the
recent heavy rains and there were
almost no main roads which got
walerlogged, causing cars to siall.
Madras Musings understands that the
storm waler drains were cleared well
in advance of the rains, resulting in
a reasonable pace of drainage and
little flooding. The only areas that
got flooded were where traditional
wellands and former waterbodies
had been filled in.

* The repair work on the roads has
been quick afier the battering they

received from the rains. Madras
Musings can'l say it has seen any
of this, but it has noticed inspection
pariies on the prowl. And it under-
slands thal repair work will be
carried out within the next few
weeks and thal, by year-end, the re-

laying of many roads will be

completed.

* Shade trees are being planted and
they seem o thrive. Madras Musings
has been nolicing this and in some
areas there are slretches that are
beginning to be shaded by trees as
much as in that classic photograph
ol old Moubray's Road.

- Much of this improvement, Madras
Musings understands, has been made
possible by the Chief Minister increasing
the limits of the amount the Corpo-
ration Special Officer can sanction on
a single capital works project. She has
raised it from Rs. 7.5 lakhs to Rs. 50
lakhs. Still not totally realistic, but we're
gelting there, it would seem. And
Special Officer R Poomalingam and his
feam have ensured that every bil of
money is well spent.

All this, however, is not enough.

If Madras is to improve and a Madras

worthy of an international-level Vision

2000 created, two things are sfill

necessary:

— The Corporation has to be revived
with the election of councillors and
a Mayor; and

— And an elected Council must raise
civic laxes to much more realistic
levels.
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WorkontheCdysmﬁasﬁudumgets underway That namow road from'San Thome i

to Mandaiveli, which skirts one of the worst slums in the city, is al fast bemg widened,
making use of the “fill” that has, over the years, been dumped here reducing the extent
of the Adyar backwalers. This garbage fill” is now a jungle (on left) — and Madras
Musings wonders what its future is going to be. The widened road, however, would
be welcomed by many a vehicle-owner, for it will help reduce considerably the risk
ever present on this road for years, as the slum developed and children from the slum
darted onlo a road never high on visibilily.

Bombay Corporation’s collection is
Rs. 400 crores for a population of
around fen million, or Rs. 400 a head.
Delhi's is Rs. 200 crores for a
population of about 7.5 million, or
about Rs. 250 per head. Calcutta’s is
over Rs. 100 million for a population
of about 11 million, or Rs. 100 a head.
Bangalore and Hyderabad, with popu-
lations of over three million, collect well
over Rs. 100 a head. Against all this
— and none of the figures are very
impressive by intemnational levels —
Madras collects Rs. 40 million for a
population of around 5 million, or
Rs. 80 per head! (Note: Population
figures are for the urban agglomeration,
whereas collections are for the corpo-
ration limits, but that is not going fo
change the per capila collection or the
Madras situation substantially.).

How little Madras collects and the
imperalive need for its citizens to pay
more if it is services they want were
pointed out on this very page as far
back as November 1992. And we
repeated our case in March 1993.
Now once more we say the
citizens of Madras must pay

(Photograph: V S RAGHAVAN)
more if they are to get a better
city. But at the same time, they
need to be assured that their
money will be well spent.. Will
we see both happen in 19947
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| Who killed

£ Sumati lyer!

(By A Staff Reporter)

~ It's not exadlly a new story; it happen-

ed early in November. But it hasn't
got as much airing. in Madras as it
deserved, despite the fact that Sumati
Frer was working on the translation into
Hindi of works by such well-known
Tamil writers as Indira Parthasarathy,
Pudumaippithan and Rajam Krishnan.
Sumati lyer, who was the Hindi
Officer in the Employees Provident
Fund Office in Kanpur, was a well-
known figure in the Hindi literary
world. It has been said that she had
“a rare talent for Hindi", both as a
writer and translator. Author of three
Hindi shortstory collections and a
collection of poetry, she had been
working in Kanpur thesg past eight
years. She and her 10-year-old son

were living in Kanpur, while her
husband worked in a bank in Madras.

She was alone in the house when
she was killed, but three used tea cups
indicate that she probably knew at least
one of the kiflers, deduce the Kanpur
police. Apart from that, “there is just
no clue,” the police add.

But whoeverdunit, there's no gain-
saying the fact that the Hindi literary
world has lost a considerable talent and
many Tamil writers a friendly, under-
standing and able translator who was
making it possible for them to reach a
wider audience. In a country where
good translators of literaure are rare,
Sumali fyer’s tragic loss is a severe blow
to both the Hindi and Tamil worlds of
Jefters.

‘Dangerous
Summerwear’

designed by
the LITE

he Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
recently described by an IPKF
General as “the greatest guerilla force
of ils time", is reported lo have
developed a ‘knicker bomh' whose
delection, when wom by either its men
or women suicide cadres, is virtually
impossible. After the splendid victory in
Pooneryn in their ‘homeland”, it is with
this improvement of the weapon that
killed Rajiv Gandhi that the Tigers now
threaten the leadership in Colombo and,
possibly, even across the Palk Strait.
- This is no joking matler; nevertheless,
this delightful little piece by columnist
SRIDHAR RAGHAVAN in the
monthly Gentleman is too much fun to
ignore. We publish Raghavan's ‘para’
in full — if only to recognise the fact
that in a country and in a medium
where there is so litlle humour, there
is, from time to time, an occasional
writer who can make us smile.

THE EDITOR

.Pe cottage industry division
of the LTTE has diversified
from manufacturing bombs and.
ammunition and has got into
clothes and fashion in a big way
with their Dangerous Summer-
wear. The first design they’ve
come up with involves a pair of
shorts with 3.5 kilograms of
RDX and a kilogram of ball-
bearings sewn into the lining.
Industry sources inform us that
the entire line-up is pretty
explosive and is bound to have
a major impact. Alse, this
happens to ‘be the first time
casual wear has been tailored
specifically for formal occasions
— a new range suiting the dress
code to meet VIPs, VVIPs and
the like.
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How do you put a stop to tradition?

There was a report in- The
Hindu recently which' said
that ‘‘there appears to be a spurt

in the smuggling of fuel and -

essential life-saving drugs from
the coastal belt of Tamil Nadu to
the Jaffna peninsula, especially
after the LTTE overran the Sri
Lankan army and naval camps
(in November) at Pooneryn...”

The report, based on a visit
to the nearly 1000 km long
Tamil Nadu coastline, which has
*“26 big and small urban centres
and about 450 fishing hamlets”,
adds that ‘‘the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam still continues to
lean on Tarhil Nadu as its prime
source for supply of fuel and
other essential commodities''.
Citing the high prices the LTTE
pays — Rs. 500-700 a litre of
diesel and Rs. 1200-1500 a

litre of petrol (The Man From
Madras Mus:ings thinks all those
figures are a zero too much), the
report quotes sources as alleging
that it is such prices that have
created ‘‘a fisherman-politician-
police nexus’’ which is in touch
with ‘‘the clandestine network
of contacts and supporters of the
LTTE".

It was this kind of half-baked
information that got the IPKF in
trouble in northern Shri Lanka.
Armyman after armyman has
written about the failure of
information that resulted in

military operatnons getting

bogged down in unfamiliar -
terrain. But not only was there -

. a lack of maps and other source

material, there also appeared to
be the lack of a knowledge .of
“history.

* If those concerned had a
historical perspective they might
have realised the links — inclu-
ding the smuggling links —
between the Chola and Pandya
coasts and the Yaal coast,
especially the Velvethturax

region that is Prabhakaran's

- home, were not forged yesterday
or today but go back centuries,
possibly even a couple of
thousand years. But even if they
did not want to go back that
long, all they had to do was go
back fifty years when the traffic
in human beings was a regular
activity across the 30 km Kodik-
karai-Velvettiturai stretch. Those

were the days when estate .

labour from Shri Lanka's central
highlands were ferried to and
from India. And in the early
Fifties, when their citizenship
became in doubt and the traffic
increased, Ceylon, as it was
then, established its first military
presence on the jaffna coast,
stationing most of its then small
army there.

In those days, not only did
the Ceylon Army have a fair
number of Tamils in it, but all
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SMALLS
COMPUTERS

We require used Apple Macintosh systems
— Mac Classic, Macplus, LC |l etc with/
without Hard Disk. Contact: Mr Vaidyanathan,
Tel. No. 4991620/4331520. Fax No. 4991520.

EDUCATION

Maihs Physics, Chemistry tuition up to XII.

Only one student at a time. Preparing for
Public Exams and Entrance Tests. Come to
NEW FLOWER EDUCATIONAL GUIDANCE
SERVICE, 61, 28th Cress Street, Besant
Nagar, Madras-600 090.

OUR SMALLS RATES

For Smalls: Readers on our
Mailing List: Rs. 100/- for
THREE ads or ONE ad repeated
THREE TIMES (three success-
ive weeks, if ad calls for
immediate response; alternate
weeks for continuing services).

Readers NOT on our mailing
list: Rs. 150/- as above, and
advertiser will be put on our|
mailing list.

For Smalls Display: Four (4)
centimetres by one column,
type only, in the same manner
as above: Rs. 500/- (Mailing List)
and Rs. 750/- (Non-mailing list)
NOTE: All cheques to Lokavani-
Hall Mark Press Pvt. Ltd., 62/63
Greames Road, Madras-600 006

FOR SALE

ontact Balaram, 24 MRC Nagar,

Madras-600 028. (Ph: 4938257, 4938613)
for valuable stamp coilection, first day covers.
All countries.

JUST PUBLISHED
ENERGY CONSERVATION

Directory of Manufacturers of Electrical

Energy Saving Equipments. Cost Rs. 135
plus postage. Contact: Anco-Arjay System P
Ltd., 21 College Road, Madras 600 006.
Ph: 8279755/8279611, Tix: 011-7645 MEN IN
Fax: 8278262.

MATRIMONIAL

Wanted a groom from Thirunelvely Saiva

Vellala Pillai community for a girl (24-154)
of the same community doing final year Post
Graduation in Computer Science & Auto-
mation and planning to go abroad for Higher
Studies. Reply to: R.N.M., 61, 28th Cross
Street, Madras-600 090.

REAL ESTATE

A'w ysarpadi Industrial Estate — 5 grounds
ith built-up Factory-cum-Office structure
of approx. 4000 sq.ft. and rear store rooms —
Vacant possession. Only genuing buyer$ to
contact: Phone No. 610032 for details and

~ inspection.

TRANSLATION

Ponuguese & German Translation & inter-
pretation Services: Veeraraghava
Mukkalla. Tel. 563481,

WANTED

Ponable Typewriter, Camera, 2in 1, Braun
Mixi, imported kitchen gadgezs Elecmca!
and imported -Household items. Contact:

Sudharsan, Tel: 8267799 (Res.); 563438 (Of).

-
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British Council Library
“Recent Admtlons
Author Title
Andlaw, RJ A manual of paedodonhcs 3rd ed.
Bailey, D Choosing and using training consultants.
Brown, R Market focus.
Freeman, R Quality assurance in training and education.
Gonne-Yeats The Gonne-Yeats letters 1893 1938.
Gribbin, J Innervision.
Gribbin, J In the beginning.
Grisham, J A time to kill.
Hall, P Royal fortune.
Harrison, P PC crash courses & survival guide.
Hickman, | Newnes practical RF handbook.
Ineichen, B Homes and health.
Ireland, PJ Introduction to fashion design,
James, C Fame in the 20th century.
Kelly, J Purchasing for profit. 2nd ed.
Krebs, JR An introduction to behavioural ecology. 3rd ed.
Loasby, W Creative interiors.
Milner, A Childhood asthma.
Moody, G. - Windows & PCs: a complete introduction.
Sandekar, BN The structural basis of architecture.
Strafford, J Effective sales management. 2nd ed.
Tames. R Life in wartime Britain.
Travers, A DNA-Protein interactions.’ -
Wood, G The nineties.
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its numbers had a good rapport
with " the Jaffna population.
Nevertheless, it could do nothing

.to stop the ‘Kallathonis' and

néither could the Indian police
on the other side. Later, as

‘restrictive national economic

policies virtually starved Ceylon
of even everyday commodities,
the smuggling nexus between the

. two countries grew further. And

it has continued to grow with the
LTTE's needs.

The Man From Madras
Musings is certain that this is one
link between the two countries
that will never be severed. To
attempt to do so would only be
futile. If the present smuggling
operation — with the dangerous
situation in Tamil Nadu it is
creating — is to be stopped, it can
only be done by putting enough

pressure on the Shri Lankan

Government AND the LTTE to

-work out a fair, negotiated
_ settlement.

TAILPIECE: The spotting of
an LTTE vessel some time ago —
and the subsequent death of
LTTE leader Kittu — was an
amazing piece of luck, the
equivalent of finding a needle in
a stack of straw. Or was it
‘information’  that India
received? That is exactly what
Prabhakaran is now alleging
and, from all reports, another
lieutenant, Mahattaya, and his
supporters are to pay the price
before a firing squad on January
26th, Will eagles dare?

Grand gestures

In a magnanimous New Year

gesture, Chief Minister Jaya-
lalitha has decided to drop those
100-0odd defamation cases that
promised to get her into the

Guinness Book of Records. This

bit of graciousness was accom-
panied by a homily to journalists
and journals, in which the Chief
Minister advised, ‘'Let all evil be
left behind (with 1993) and, at
least, in 1994 (do) not act in a
manner aimed at defaming
persons’’. She %lso urged that
“‘they should respect the people’s
sentiments and express their
comments in a dignified way''.

Undoubtedly the Press would
be looking forward to the Chief
Minister showing them the way.
With her entering the latest list
of Indian authors and with every
chance of making it to the best-
seller . list, Chief Minister
Jayalalitha will undoubtedly be
able to set journalists an example
by replying to their writings
with statements as dignified as
the one announcing withdrawal
of the cases.

The spontaneous response to

~ the Chief Minister's literary

talent was demonstrated on the
‘occasion of the release of her
first book recently. Twentyfive
Ministers and many others fell
over themselves in attempting to
buy copies by the score — and
even hundreds — at the sub-
sidised price of Rs. 15. In the
end, stocks ran out and the press
and book-lovers were unable to
obtain copies. There wili, un-
doubtedly, be a reprint of
Puratchithalaivyin muzhakkam.

‘The revolutionary leader’s
rhapsody’ had felicitators stating
that before she became Chief

Minister, Tamil Nadu had .

‘‘remained a part of India, but
now India had become a part of
Tamil Nadu". Why, said one
one-up-man, the entire world
has become a part of Tamil Nadu
with this book! The Man From

Madras Musings looks forward to .

such an amazingly talented

writer showing the tribe of, _

journalists the way to write with
dignity and without defaming
anyone.

Business briefs

* Among the top ten advertising
agencies in the country in
1992-1993, in terms of
capitalised billing, only two are
from the South. And, of them,
only R K Swamy’s is head-
quartered in Madras. Its six
branches totalled Rs. 50 crores
- against the leader HTA's

Rs. 208 crores — and enabled
the agency to rank 7th. Record-
ing a growth of 23 per cent from
the previous year, RKS, which
is tied up with the inter-
nationally known BBDO, has
targeted a growth of 35 per cent
for this year. Director Srinivasan
Swamy, son of the founder, is
quoted as saying, ‘‘We are going
to chase new business as if there
is no tomorrow”’. Swamy's re-
corded a billing of Rs. 15 million
per employee against Lintas'
(No. 2) Rs. 33 million per em-
ployee and HTA’s Rs. 17 million
per employee. While. Swamy's
growth has been impressive for
a comparatively new agency —
only Mudra and Trikaya Grey of
the newer agencies being ahead
of it — that last figure strikes
MMM as a case of overstaffing,
something that is becoming a bit
of a habit in the South.

* With Big Mac and Kentucky
Fried Chicken round the corner,
can Wrigley's chewing gum be
far behind? Wm Wrigley Jr Co,
USA, have tied up with Parry’s
Confectionery in a Rs. 40 crore
joint venture to set up a factory
in Dodaballapur, near Banga-
lore, to manufacture 2000 t of
chewing gum a year. The choice
of location was probably
Wrigley’s, who might have
reacted more favourably to the
easier clearance in Karnataka. In
any case, the Americans had an
85 per cent equity, while
Madras-based Parry's is only
15 per cent. The projected
turnover of the new company,

Wrigley India (P) Ltd, is

Rs. 90 crore and production is
expected to commence in June.
Parry’s, incidentally, in late

1992 éxperimented with a deli- -

cious jelly sweet in fig and date
flavours. But MMM has not seen

it on the shelves at any time -

since. Have constraints on the
shelf-life led to these flavour-rich
jelly sweets being shelved? If so,
some work on them might prove
warthwhile.l MMM thought they

were a winner when he was

offered a sample box.

* The Perungudi Industrial
Estate was set up by Government
to encourage the -electronics
industry. Convinced that the
Estate "is now well settled,
Government is planning to

. expand activity there. It plans to
promote three tower blocks
.which will comprise ‘120

units... exclusively for the
Electrical, Electronics- & Allied
Industries’”. Rather confusing to
MMM is the Government
announcement that it ‘‘will

- provide Land at reasonable

price. The Entrepreneurs have to.
meet the full cost of construct-
ious including the Land Cost’".
Who, then, is promoting
‘Electronic Towers', Perungudi?

- % There's help on the way for

Tamil Nadu fishermen affected

by attacks on them by the’ Shri
Lankan Navy. A Palk Bay
Fishermen Rehabilitation

.. Scheme has been launched to
_rehabilitate these fishermen in

an aquaculture project. Two

- .aquaculture projects are being
‘established — one in Rama-

nathapuram District, the other

in Chidambaranar District — by .

the Government at a cost of Rs.
15 crores.. The Palk Bay
fishermen will be re-located in
one, while the other estate will
establish satellite estates for 200
farmers. The Brackishwater Fish
Farming Development Agency
has also identified 266 hectares
along the coast from Chengal-
pattu District to Chidambaranar
District and plans for a
Rs. 10 crore project are being
drawn up for small aqua
farmers.

* A major new tyre factory is fo
be set up in Tamil Nadu. The
Rs. 400 crore factory is to be set
up by American Trac Tyres Ltd.,
whose project proposal has been
cleared by the Centre. The plant,

which will have US § 13 miilion
foreign investment, will manu-
facture 1.5 million tyres and will
employ 800 persons.

In brief

* Toilet waste flushed out of

passenger trains and onto the

tracks could soon be a thing of
the past. The Integral Coach
Factory has developed a ‘‘bio-
logical toilet'' and several of
them are being tested on the
Madras-Bangalore route. These
new toilets have developed a
bacteria-system. which converts
toilet waste into a gas that is let
out through a vent, while the
rest is discharged onto the tracks .
as chjorinated water. Now all
that's wonderful for the tracks,
feels MMM, but he wonders
when A CLEAN TOILET is going
to be developed for passengers!
* A sense of humour is some-
thing most Indians lack —
especially the politicians. That is’

why hoarding humorist Mustaq -

Ahmed got into trouble with
several of his hoardings. Now
The Man From Madras Musings
hears that a local ice cream
company is being sued by a
Congress (I) politician for one of
its hoardings. The hoarding had
an unconcerned Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao enjoying his ice
cream while Big Bull' Harshad
Mehta offers a suitcase. The
caption read ‘‘Nothing interrupts
an Arun ice cream’. The ice
cream company is now being
sued for Rs. 1 crore damages
“for making libellous innuen--
does against the Prime
Minister’'. There's time yet for
the case to be heard, but it might
be well for the petitioner to take
a leaf out of Chief Minister
Jayalalitha's book of New Year's
Resolutions. There's too little fun
in our world for it to be stifled
in this manner, :
* A printer’s devil was busy at
the Indian Security Press in
Nasik and a million inland letters
were printed with the Hindi
equivalent of 'Marat’ instead of
‘Bharat’. No, the devil's own -
work didn't deserve shredding,
especially when the cost was

reckoned to be in the region of -

a couple of million, And, so, an
ingenious way out was devised:
ship them to the back of beyond
in Tamil Nadu. After all, who'd
know the difference in those
boondocks, goes the story. The
Man from Madras Musings
woild:love to see one of those.
envelopes, or is it just ancther

tall story that printers like to tell? .
‘ -~ MMM °
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Mlght not the TTK way |

‘have been better?

The furore- over the Manmohan

Singh resignation will die -out.
He is back in office, dedicated to
liberalising the Indian Economy, and
business circles and those' who will
benefit from business will, no doubt,
be happy that the Prime Minister chose
to ignore crilicism ‘and relained ‘The

Good Doclor’ who, to many, has ‘The
Right Prescription’. |

But there will be a-few — and
among them many in Tamil Nadu —
who must be wondering whal made
Prime Minister Rao spend lime thinking
the issue through and then not accpet
the Sardar Economist's. resignation
while he had, with almost unseemly
haste, accepled the resignations of
P Chidambaram and R Kumaramanga-
lam, whose names had figured in no
learned report of a probe and whose
‘faults’, if ‘acts of omission’ they indeed
were, could hardly be described as
even peripheral.

But neither of these names or their
fates — fates already forgotten — figured
much in the debate on the JPC Reporl
in both Houses of Parliament. The
person most ciled as the example to
follow was T T Krishnamachari, with
Nehru the architect of the industrial and
economic policies that enabled a
bankrupt, infrastructureless nation come
so far and on which foundations the
Raos and the Manmohan Singhs of
today are building. Speaker after
speaker referred to TTK's resignation
as a consequence of the Mundhra
scandal. The resignation followed the
report of the one-man commission, in

which Justice M C Chagla observed

e minister has complete auto-
e nomy within his own sphere
of authority. As a necessary coro-
llary, he must take full responsibility
for the actions of the servants.

It is true that this may throw a
very great burden on the minister
because it is impossible to expect that
in a highly complicated system of

- administration which we have

evolved, the minister could possibly
know, leave alone give his consent
to, every action taken once the
_policy is laid down by the minister.
If his subordinate fails to do so, he
'may be punished or dismissed. But,
however vicariously, the respon-
sibility of his action must be
assumed by the minister.

It may be said that a minister is
‘merely part of the government and

* his policy is the policy of the

government as a whole. If the
minister should take the respon-
sibility for his subordinate’s actions,
equally so must the Cabinet.’

But, it is well established that the
Cabinet only takes the responsibility
for the minister's action if the
minister reports the matter to the
Cabinet and obtains the Cabinet’s
sanction before he puts into effect
this policy. Then the policy becomes
the Cabinet policy and not only the
minister but the whole Cabinet must
take the responsibility for whatever
might have been done by a sub-
ordinate.

In this case, therefore, Mr Patel
(H M Patel) who admittedly was

‘acting as the principal (finance) |

secretary of the minister, cannot be
fastened with the responsibility of
having effected this transaction in
his own secretarial capacity.
The minister must fully and

squarely accept the responsibility for

what Mr Patel did and if the tran-
‘'saction is improper and unjustified,
although Mr Patel may be actually
responsible for the transaction,

constitutionally the responsibility i is.
~ that of the mmtster 9

Accepting Krishnamachari's resig-

‘nation, Jawaharlal Nehru wrote: ““The

whole episode has been a’painful
ordeal for me and, on my part, | am
convinced that your rT Krishnama-

‘e by A Spedial

'Correspondent

chari) part in the matter was of the
smallest and that you did nol even
know much that was done.” But,
agreeing with Krishnamachari on the
ultimate responsibility of a minister, he
added, “The conventions which we
endeavour to follow are basically right,

~ and vre should adhere to them, even
though they may result in the innocent
suffering thereby."” TTK later retumned
to the Cabinet and served it for many
years, continuing where he left off,
pioneering many of the steps that
helped to build a New India. .

In the eyes of many, this might
have been a better way of handling the

later situation. Manmohan Singh's

resignation could have been accepted,
the blemishless P Chidambaram could
have been rehabilitaled by being
brought in as Finance Minister and,
after a while, Manmohan Singh could

-have made his comeback. Many would

see that as a more ethical way of doing
things.

0 need
for lights

or lam

A reader from Calcutta sends us
the following editorial.. which
appeared in The Statesman ‘under
the heading LIGHTS AND
LAMPS. We publish it in full
because little of it-has been heard
\in Madras — where all the action
has taken place. We also publish
it with only the comment that it
would be nicé if everyone in this
city, from the political leadership to
officials to every Madras road-user,
followed traffic regulations, without
any special privileges being con-
ferred on any one of them. In this
connection, it might be stated that
the fourlane experiment on Anna
Salai has succeeded lo a greal
extent; move beyond it and gel on
to Mount Road and it is chaos.

Why not make everyone obey

traffic regulations on the Mount
Road extension of Anna Salai, then
spread the culture throughout the
city? No one then will have pro-
blems travelling about the city and
there will be no need for such

requests as those which are part of ‘

the subject of the following
editorial. THE EDITOR

T e one comment that can be
made about the Justice Rama-
lingam case in the Madras High Court
is that the matier should never have
come o court;.al the same lime, given
the wooden attitude of officialdom the
judge had no choice. The facts bear
repetition. The deplorable conditions in
Govemment hospitals led Justice Rama-
lingam to take his wife lo a private
hospital which presented him with a bill
“for Rs. 9,784 which he quite reason-
ably sent to the Government. By apply-
ing the relevant rules it was decided thal
the lady should have been taken to a
Govemment hospital where it was cal-
culated, in a manner beloved of

" bureaucrats, that the trealment would
- have cost Rs. 991 exactly. It was

shown in court that the same Govern-
men! had sent two Ministers abroad
recently for which advances runriing
into several lakhs of rupees had been
granted for their treatment. The facts
can be abandoned here because, in the

couse of the hearing, the State
Government paid up the full amount
- and also cleared the medical expenses

ps

of other judges which had been
neglected for months.
The judge would have had no case

_il it could have been shown that one

single bureaucrat of any consequence
or any Minister, whether or not of

Cabinet rank, ever entefed the portals

of a Govemment hospital for treatment. .

Whal the judge failed to appreciate was
that the greater the progress you claim

-to make towards socialism, the more

the New Class in Dijilas’ immortal
phrase set a distance between them:

selves and the rest. It is the scheme of
the Constitution that emoluments of
judges shall not be at the whim and
fancy of politicians or of their not so
distant cousins, the bureaucrats. Unfort-
unately, only the salaries are fixed and,

~ presumably because judges do net serve.
strike notices in the manner of postal
employees, their salaries have remained

unchanged for many decades. A few
years ago, a mere Joint Secretary fo the
Government of India had the temerity
to address a circular to judges of the
Supreme Court setting out the circum-

stances under which their wives may

God is one

G is one” has practically no signifi-
cance in India. Each religion main-
tains its own separale identity. People are
so very religious in India that they are totally
unwilling to accept each other’s religion.

Happily, there is same progress today. Two

incidents in Adyar illustrate this.
On November 12th, in the Vinayaka
Temple at the Adyar signal, Lord Muruga

" was dressed in the uniform of Santa Claus

to show Hindu-Christian unity. Secondly,
‘in a group bhajan meeling among Ayappa
Bhakias held al Shrikrishna Building in
‘Gandhi Nagar on December 25th, Jesus

Christ's birthday was celebraled and a cake -

~was cut in his honour. On the beautifully
decorated 18 steps, just as in Sabharimalai,
a flower cross was inscribed, to show the
unity between the religions.

. .

Manohar’s Lighthouse
Aum&sﬂmdlmxylmtbpm,nm

and Mahema Devadoss’s greeting card — ome in the:
‘Heritage' Series they have been doing for INTACH. it may have besn
to0 late for that isswe, but i is not too laie as & postacript in thib ens..
Manohar's ink sketch of the City’s third lighthouse, the cne in the Hight
Court’s tallest tower, is, as usual, meticulously drawa and is & delight
to behold. Mabema adds-the historical sote which accompanies the
dnving.Togeth:ritisawﬂmthM.A:ubdp&d
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Ramachandran simply because he had
something she wanted badly — political
support. When he needed further
treatment,she commandeered two air-
craft, thefiloaded them with a large
Lomplement of MGR’s relatives and

accompany them; when they may fly,
when they must go by train and assur-
ing their Lordships that for any con-
tingencies not specified they would
receive the same benefits as Class |
government servants'. This outrage was

no doubt intended as the conferment  friends,who stayed in the USA for more
of a great blessing. than two months, all at public expense.

Medical expenses began fo be used The judgment should have stopped

" as an instrument for the attainment of  there, It is not dear what judicial

political objectives long ago. Indira  onsierations prompted their Lordships
Gandhi imported doclors from overseas 1 yle that the cars used by judges must

to attend on the AIADMK leader M.G.  be fitted with revolving lights and they

" should not be subjected to traffic regu-

0 U R fations. If the politicians wish to risk life

and limb by violating traffic regulations,.

READERS let them. Judges command respect by

their conduct and by the quality of their

judgments; they have no need for
revolving lights and halogen lamps. @

Sorry, Harry!

orry, Harry.Madras Musings
not only misplaced your
Scrooge stamps but also Jost the:
film at the last moment, there-
uponsomgahudmth:bhnk
rather than delay the

January 1st edition. We still
haven't found the film, but we.
did manage to find the stamps.

So here’s Scrooge wishing
.readers ‘‘The Compliments of

If such incdents continue fo oocur
frequently in very comer of India, we are
sure that there will not be another communal
riot in our country.

d ?;m: the Season’” and informing
Adyar, Madras 600 020, |  Harry Miller that's he's beck and
New names for old we re somy. -
late, it is observed thal to honourlhe“ THE EDITOR.
memories and services of past political,
 eligous and other Jeaders, erain instukes, Bydzansmsﬂm:ddnmmmj

towns, spots, buildings etc are being named o[pmsml favourites, our past history and

after them, erasing existing honoured names. o e a2 ot only mutilated and
This is not a healthy or welcome propasition. tampered with, but their importance and -
. These olcii namde; have W;ﬂand vy contribution 1o the present is forgodlen.
 recognition and stand for certain New names, if at all necessary, can be

status and achievement. For instance,

Guindy Engineering College, Meenam- given to the ever Y new proj

 schemes, buikdings and inncvaions.

bakkam Airport, Adyar Elliots Beach, Cape
Comorin, Tuticorin, Mount-Road, Forl mm‘u&w
St George, Madras Medical College etc.

" Madras 600 083.
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The Consul

a Nabob

The American Consul-Gene-
ral’s office building celebrated its
25th Anniversary on January 3rd.
And at the celebrations a question
very much in the air was: Who
was the first American Consul in
Madras? For several years now,
Consul-Generals have asked your
Editor this question and he did not
have an answer. Then American
research got down lo it a couple
of years ago and came up with an
answer. That answer is part of an
atticle Brian Croce Aggeler, a
Consular Officer in Madras, wrole
in the SPAN, December 1992
issue. These excerpts from it, with
acknowledgements to both author
and SPAN, remind us thal it was
200 years ago this year the first
American Consul in Madras was
appointed.

THE EDITOR.
Americans first made contact with

India in 1786, when the Chesa-
peake sailed up the ‘Hoogli" River into
the port of Calcutta. By the following
year, four Massachusetts ships were
trading in Bombay, Surat and Calcutia.
Trade grew rapidly. ...

... {in) 1790 ... President George
Washington urged the U.S. Congress
lo institutionalise an official consular
service ... and on April 14, 1792,
Congress created a consular service. In
the same year, President Washington
appointed Benjamin Joy — a business-
man from Newburyport and Boston
with years of successful experience in
the India trade — to be consul at
Calcutta “and other poris and places
on the coast of India and Asia”...

... Two years after his appointment
as consul, Joy was informed that “the
Govemor-General, having no instruc-
tions from England, does not think
himself at liberty to admit you in the
public character of a consul entitled to
privileges; but you may reside here as
a commercial agent, subject to the civil
and criminal jurisdiction of this country

As far as East India Company
officials were concemed, then, joy was
an ordinary businessman. But with
France and Britain vying for naval
superiority around the globe, U.S.
Secrelary of Sltate Thomas Jefferson
instructed Joy: “As a general war
appears lo be gathering in Europe,
I have to desire your utmost vigilance
in profecting our vessels in the rights

of neutrality and in preventing the
usurpation of our flag by the vessels of
other nations.”...

Benjamin Joy believed it important
also to have consular agents at Madras
and Bombay *“‘where many American
ships go"'. On November 24, 1794,
he informed the U.S. Depariment of
State that he had appointed a consular
agent at Madras, one William Abbott,
whom he described as “Secretary to
the Nabob of Arcot”’. Abbott had also
spent several years as an agent o a
building contraclor, then as an agent
to the proprietors of the weekly
newspaper, Madras Courier.

Abbott's duties as consul did not
seem o have distracted him from his
varied commercial ventures. In 1798,
he was Deputy Master Attendant, one
of whose responsibilities was to supply
water to ships calling al Madras.
Subsequently, he set up a company
called Abbott & Maitland in Madras.
He was a creditor to his old employer,
the Nawab of Arcot, who had borrow-
ed huge sums of money from various
people. (Ultimately, the East India
Company underiook to clear the
Nawab's debts.)

Abbott was active in local politics
as well, being appointed one of nine
aldermen of “Madraspatnam” between
1793 and 1798. His career ran into
a temporary hitch when, on
December 8, 1797, he and his family
were asked to leave India for allegedly
having shown disrespect to the
government. He tendered an apology,
and the order was withdrawn. The
following year Abbott became the
mayor of Madras!...

Extensive outside business interess,
such as Consul William Abbott's in
Madras, were the rule rather than the
exception in the early years of the
American republic. American consuls
of the 18th and 19th centuries were
not paid regular salaries but rather
received commissions out of the fees
they charged for the services they
performed... -

EDITOR'S NOTES: It was
{852 before the British Government
recognised an U.S. Consul in India. So
recognised was Edward Ely in
Bombay. But it wasto be well into the
20th Century before U.S. Consuls were
a part of the regular scene in the three
major port cities of India and it was after

Tetyy

3T

THE OLD...

Independence that the Consulate-

General's offices were established.
* % % %

The Madras Courier, "‘Madras’s
carliest newspaper, was ... first publish-
ed on October 12, 1785 by the East
India Company's Printer, Richard
Johnston. Earlier the same year,
London had seen the launching of
Johnston's inspiration, The Daily
Universal Register, forerunner of The
Times, London. The Courfer, right
through the 36 years of its existence,
remained a four-to-six-page weekly of
fabloid size, containing Government
notifications, a couple of pages of
‘news’ ‘cribbed’ from papers from
‘Home', a page or so of local news
and, in what space there was left over,
a few ‘Letters 1o the Editor’, contri-
butors (mainly poels of sorts) and

advertisers. The price for this fare was'

a rupee {postage free} — paper being
a commodity even more scarce then

‘than it is gefling to be today!

“The Courier did not face any
competition till Hugh Boyd, friend of
Goldsmith, Garrick and Nawab
Wallajah (1), and its Editor from 1788
to 1791 in between being Master
Attendant (Harbour Chief), found time

energies to journalism. Both the
Hircarrah and Boyd, ils founder, died
a year laler — the latter in a stale ‘so
very insolvent'. Soon afterwards, the
Courier, which published from Stringer
Street, found new rivals, Govemment
sponsored, selting up shop ..." (Madras
Discovered).
* Kk K &

R.A. Maitland was the brother of
Thomas Maitland, Governor of
Ceylon. It was Thomas Parmy's
friendship with Abbott and Maitland
that enabled him to find refuge with
the Governor in Ceylon when he was
banished from Madras by the Govern-
ment in 1809. It was 1811 before
Parry, who had got entangled in the
Camatic Debts through his dubash
Avadhanam Papiah’s forgeries, was
able to retum to Madras. Abbott,
Maitland, Parry, to judge by this and
Aggeler's description, were all part of
the Nawab's coterie

And as for the Nawab's debts, it
was the British government's settlernent
of those that landed the Camatic (Tamil
Nadu) in British laps and they were,
thus, the first major steps to empire.

again in 1793 to devote some of his.

The picture of THE OLD we
really wanted to use is now part
of the exhibition at the American

" Centre, but the negatives are lost.

That showsthe 3%:-acres of tree-
shaded site-where the US Consul-
General’s office came up on. Part
of St. George’s campus, those
grand trees which shaded the
spaciousness of the Cathedral’s
gardens were very similar to the ones
seen in our picture of THE OLD,
a photograph taken not long after
work began on the building in the
late 1960s.

The 33,654 sq ft building was
designed by Burk, Le Breton and

Lamantia of New Orleans, who

used features from the southern
parts of both countries. The South
Indign muttram or vaasal (the
central, open courtyard) is one of
the features of the building, which
was constructed by Oriental Builders
of Delhi who had built Roosevelt
House, the U S Embassy in Delhi.

...and THE NEW

THE NEW shows the handsome
US Consulate building shortly be-
Sore its inauguration on January 3,
1969, by the then-Governor of
Tamil Nadu, Sardar Ujjal Singh.
Present on the occasion were the
then-U S Ambassador Chester
Bowles and Tamil Nadu Industries
and Education Minister V R Nedun-
chezhian. When the Silver'Jubilee of
the building was markea at a small
and brief function on January 3rd
this year, Nedunchezhian was again
present and made, what everyone
present agreed was, his shortest
speech ever; obviously the Assembly
in session summoned.

...and THE NOW

The Consulate Building Nedun-
chezhian visited on this occasion was
little different from what he had
visited on its inauguration. But the
one difference he would have found
was that no Yonger could a view of
it be taken from the road to match
the USIS’s NEW. High protective
walls ensure that the picture of
the NOW can only be taken, as
V S RAGHAVAN did, from the
Anna Flyover

(Photographs: THE OLD and -

THE NEW : USIS; THE NOW:
V S Raghavan)

The aquaculture boom

Ascientisl called his colleagues home
for a party and plied them with a
scrumptious meal of soup, several
dishes and desserts, including icecream.
Appreciative guests were taken aback
when they were later lold that the main
ingredient of each food was, believe it
or nol, cultured algae!
~ Marine products are no longer a
‘coastal”, ‘inland’, ‘offshore’ or, for that
matter, even a ‘fishy’ affair. Aquaculture
or fish farming (the breeding of shrimp,
fish and other aquatic forms of life
under a conlrolled environment) has
taken the centre stage with companies
falling head over heels to join the

bandwagon. December 1993 alone

saw three companies in this field
tapping the capital market.

Few industries offer as exciting a
future in India. With production in the
major seafood ‘countries like Thailand,
Indonesia and Philippines dwindling,
and India bestowed with a vas! strel-
ches of brackish water,it is only natural
that business houses have decided to
cash in on this golden opportunity.

The techniques followed for the
cultivation of shrimp are either exten-
ive, semi-intensive or intensive. While
the yield is highest in intensive farming,
the same carries with it @ high risk of
disease. Generally, therefore, the semi-
intensive method is preferred. An inte-

grated aquaculture unit consists of a
hatchery, grow-out farms, feed mill and
processing plant. Each slep implies
value addition as well as better tech-
ology management, but each step also

need's intimate monitoring and addi-

tional capital cost. '

Value addition in shrimp processing
takes two forms, Block Frozen and Indi-
vidual Quick Frozen (IQF). The value
addition from the IQF form, or the new
technology, is higher. Still, most com-
panies export their products in the Bulk
Frozen Form, as IQF equipment in-
volves high capilal cost. Foreign tie-ups
are for P & M, technology, develop-
ment of design of equipment, processing

and marketing. Some tie-ups result in
a guarantee of certain yield, while
others help the exporters produce high
quality products.

The realisation from headless
shrimp works out to de:as high as
Rs. 265 per kg, even though they are
30 per cent lighter by weight. The
returns from ten acres of shrimp culti-
vation run to lakhs as against thousands

in the case of rice cultivation. While
this difference between non-vege-
tarianism and vegetarianism is
intriguing, the development is also
alarming.

Good paddy fields are gradually
being converted into shrimp farms.
Leasing of lands for aquaculture is
hurting cultivable areas. The problem
looms large when imported feeds carry
hazardous chemicals, affect exports and
the health of the consumer.

Despite the world trade for seafood
standing at $ 35 billion, the demand-
supply gap s expected to widen further.
China and India are, therefore, current-
ly in focus. Domestic demand in India
for shrimp is currently meagre, which
would ensure it better foreign exchange
inflows than China, where consump-

tion is high. The industry is currently

(Continued on P7)
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Doctors in a Dilemma-li
What worries

the doctors

(Continued from last fortnight)

It is the summary disposal of cases of

medical negligence that the medical
profession is against, since this will do
tremendous harm to the morale of
medical practitioners who are already
working under conditions which are far
from ideal. Doclors working in rural
areas often cannot afford or reach
sophisticated diagnostic equipment and
have to diagnose by their clinical
knowledge and experience. Over-
playing of medical negligence under
these circumstances will .only
demoralise doctors and prevent medical
help from reaching the poor who need
it badly. With the thieat of the CPA’s
action being unleashed on them,
doctors will move more and more
towards practising defensive medicine
— ordering more investigations and
refusing to treat risky cases. This will
only make medicine unaffordable for
the poor.

Consider the circumstances under
which many doctors work. They face
fack of diagnostic facilities, lack of
supportive staff, insufficient medicines
and poor facilities for surgery. The un-
checked availability of substandard
drugs and unreliable medical equipment
definitely affect standards of medicare.
Even lack of continuous supply of
eledricity, a common feature, can affect
the functioning of medical machinery
which, in tum, affects the outcome of
surgery or medical management. A
defective valve in an oxygen cylinder
leading to reduction of oxygen to a
patient under anaesthesia, can cause
him never to recover consciousness;
spurious antibiotics given to palients
alter surgery can retard their recovery.
But in all these cases, il is the doctor
alone who is blamed. The average
Indian doctor is grossly overworked

and functions under very adverse

“conditions. To bring his profession

under the CPA is to further demoralise
him.

It must be noted that many cases
of medical negligence result from the
general medical environment in India.
A major deficiency in the Indian health
care network is manpower, surprising
though that may seem. The system is
currently disorganised, unscientifically
structured and top-heavy. Instead of the
ideal, pyramid-shaped health delivery
unit with a doctor, five nurses and 50
paramedical staff, we have an inverted

way, overcrowding at the referal
hospitals can be avoided and the
hospital machinery can be used more
effectively to treat severely ill patients.
Further, the family doctor should be
reintroduced so that,apart from treating
basic ailments,he canalsolactasabridge!
between the patients and the specialists,
thereby reducing misunderstanding of
the patient’s problems.

Meanwhile, it seems that a good
number of medical men are being
unnecessarily implicated in speculative
and painful malpractice cases in the
Consumer Forums, as filing a case here
does not required a court fee as normal
courtts do. Al the same lime, by
including medical negligence cases,
which usually take much longer then
three months to resolve, because of
their complicated nature (now it is as
much as 3 years), disposal of cases is
taking much longer at the Consumer
Forums and their efficient working is
hampered.

® By A Special Correspondent,
based on a paper by
Dr. MARTHANDA PILLAI

(Professor of Neurosurgery, Trivandrum Medical
College, and Past President, Indian Medical
Association, Trivandrum Chapter)

pyramid with more doctors than
nursing staff. Similarly, even in
government hospilals, we have far
more specialists than general physicians.
Also, the specialities are loaded in
favour of certain fields, while others are
ignored. Thus, a district hospital might
have more gynaecologists than it needs,
but no opthalmologist. Similarly, a TB
Centre may easily be headed by a
paediatrician, because doclors
specialising in the treatment of TB are
not available.

Ideally, at the base of the medical
structure, there should be the general
physician, the family doctor who can
treat most ordinary ailments and refer
the patient to the taluk or district
hospital if necessary, which, in tum,
can refer the patient to the referral
hospital in more serious cases. In this

The medical profession does not
wish to claim immunity from law or
accountability. What it objects to is
doctors being bracketed with traders
under the purview of the CPA. This
downgrades the dignity of the medical
profession. Even in countries like the
USA and the UK, which top in the
number of litigations against doctors,
thecasesarenot dealt withunder theCPA.

By all counts it would, on the
whole, be wiser to leave cases of
medical negligence to the Indian
Medical Coungil, or a similar competent
experts panel. Along with this, the
public health care system should be
revamped and private medical practice
more strictly supervised. This, rather
than hauling doctors to the Consumer
Courts, would be true reform.

(Concluded)

The View irom Fort 1 Gearge.__ |
Surgery in

The shorl session of the State

Assembly which began December
30th will be remembered for a long
time to come, because of the significant
surprises it had for history.

The session saw noisy scenes,
hands raised in anger, evictions, hostile
and hardhitting interventions, the shifts
and evasions in polilics — they were
all there. Chief Minister Jayalalitha was
at her tactical best. speaking only when
she should, and a silent spectator at
other times. All this was par for the
course.

What was surprising was that the
House. in three swilt, separate and
surgical moves, ‘sidelined” the Supreme
Court's 50 per cent reservation formula
for the BCs, SCs and STs, did away
with the customary Govemor's address
at the commencement of the session in
the New Year, and, more important
still, passed two bills, divesting the
Govemor of his powers as Chancellor
of the 13 Universities in the State. The
Bills also paved the way for the Chief
Minister to become Chancellor instead.
This last is seen as a sequel to the Chief
Minister and Govemnor Channa Reddy
not seeing eye to eye on many matters
of state.

The Congress (I)'s anger was
aroused by the absence of the Gover-
nor's mandatory address o the House,
and the Party saw some motive behind
it. Most of the members walked out,
followed by the DMK and the MGR-
AIADMK's Thirunavukkarasu, who
boycotted the Assembly after registering

MADR

— for

Indians often ask me why I, as a
British citizen, able to live not only
in nice, clean, spotless Britain, but
practically anywhere [ choose in the
world, should choose a dirty, hot,
slimy, steamy, humid, overcrowded
place like Madras. | have begun lo
wonder myself. Of course, I'm too old
now 1o go anywhere else: Madras is
my home, and though | complain and
curse and grow! and snarl and grumble
at the slightest hint of offence, somehow
I cannot imagine myself living else-
where, not even within India.
When [ first came back to India in
1957, after a long spell back in Britain
because of ill-health, | returned now
married to a Tamilian and quite
determined never o live anywhere else,
| found making a living in Madras very
difficult at first. But I was ‘discovered’
by an advertising agency in Bombay
in the days when good, creative photo-
graphers were unknown there in the
advertising world, and for two or three
years companies like Tatas were happy
to pay my air:fares up and down, the
advertising agency's executive delighted

in providing accommodation for me in

“his elegant flat, the money was

1l it
excellent and the temptation to stay in
Bombay, to settle there permanently,
was very great.

But Bombay was not for me. I'm
a solitary beast, no lover of cocktail
rounds and socialising al parties, and
that's what Bombay was and, pro-
bably, still is. People arrive at parties
already half plastered, spend the next
few hours completing the process, and
think of dinner around midnight. You
either have to go to such a party or
give one yourself almost every night of
the week. No thank you, metropolitan
Bombay life is not my cup of tea. In
any case, pholography is a young
man's job and I'm getting old, so,
today, 1 prefer to spend my time
writing, while Bombay can manage
perfectly well without me, for now they
have there some of the finest advertising
photographers in the world.

But as I've said, it was not always
so. When | first went there to do
advertising photography one of the
most intransigent difficulties was recruit-
ing beautiful young girls as models.
There was no shorage of beautiful
young girls in Bombay, mind " you, but
they (and their parents) seemed to think

faults!

‘modelling’ had overtones of
immorality. Probably they imagined it
invariably involved The Nude, which,
of course, it does nol. But, finally,
through the offices of a good Danish
friend (who died of a rare blood disease
last year but was at that time Managing
Director of Tata-Fisons), | enlisted the
services of Maya Tandon, a young lady
from the top drawer of Bombay
society. In addition, the advertisemenls,
when they appeared, bore the follow-
ing acknowledgements: Jewellery by
Gazdar (of the Taj), modelled by Maya
Tandon, photographed by Harry
Miller. That alone was a slartling
innovation in the Bombay advertising
world.

The recruitment of the services of
Gazdar, too, was amusing and novel.
Maya and | would walk into his shop,
my arm around her waist, and I'd
murmur, for the benefit of the many
foreign tourisls always to be found
there, “*Darling, darling, tell me what
you would like today". And Maya,
playing her part to perfection, would
help herself to priceless antique Indian
bracelets, earrings, necklaces and so on.

We'd walk out with just a nod from

One Man’s|
Madras —
HARRY
MILLER’S

me lo the proprietor and a “..... Oh,
yes, put all that on my account, old
man, would you please?" Then we'd
spend the weekend down at Juhu
taking photographs of Maya with those
lakhs-worth of jewels on her, for Lakme
cosmelics or whatever. It was fun.

Thereafter the floodgales opened,
as they say, and every time | went to
Bombay, my hotel foyer would be
crowded with exquisitely beautiful girls
pleading for interviews with yours truly,
leaving the holel staff to wonder whal
I had that they couldn't see at all!

Even this success was insufficient
to entice me into permanent residence
in Bombay. | always relumed lo
Madras and, after a while, the demand
for my services as an adverlising
photographer in Bombay dwindled as
more and more talented young Indians,
attracted by the good pay as well as
by the girls, no doubt, began to take
a serious interest in the prolession, and
some of them became highly successful,
producing work of universaily high
standards, as they still do today.

So back to Madras and o my
beautiful little village I slunk, soon to
- (Continved on P6)’

the House

his protests al the Business Advisory
Commitiee meeting itself. Congress (1)
ire spilled over to the second day and
reached a crescendo when Congress
(1)'s R Singaram was allowed to raise
an adjournment molion on a labour
matter. Uproarious scenes and what
Speaker Muthiah described as threaten-
ing gestures followed, and when the
Opposition leader, Congress (I)'s
S P Balasubramaniam, and several
others did not resume their seals despite
the Speaker's warning, the watch and
ward men were called in. Some
members walked out, and as a few
were still there, they were ordered to
be removed. A Congress (I) member,
P V Rajendran, who had hurled some
books at another of his party inside the
House, was suspended for the rest of
the session. The Congress (f) presented
a divided unit, as a few members
continued to be present, prompting
Balasubramaniam lo say later that the
ruling party was Irying to split his party.
Thirunavukkarasu was also evicted

.along with Congress (I) members.

Speaker Muthiah’s contention
throughout was thal there had been
precedents in Tamil Nadu, Kamataka
and Uttar Pradesh, when there had
been no Govemor's address to the
legislature. Only the ‘first session” in the
New Year required a Govemor's
address. “The present sitting is a con-
tinuation from the previous year.” But
Balasubramaniam thought this “‘lechni-
cal argument™ was a negation of the
mandatory provision in Clause I of Act
176. He also questioned the Govem-
ment’s ‘motive’ in fixing the debate on
the Reservation Bill at the year-end and
conlinuing the sitting in the New Year.

The Reservation Bill, to achieve
social justice through continuance of
69 per cent reservation in the State,
was unanimously passed on December
31st. It was introduced by the Chief
Minister who also spoke about the need
for such a measure. An all-party meet
on October 26th had wanted the
Govemnment to take all measures to
either get the Constitution amended or
pass a State law to protect the existing
reservation percentage. A special session
on November Sth urged a Constitu-
tional amendment and a Government-
sponsored bandh on November 16th

. had preceded the intreduction of the

Bill.

Amongst other matters, the
Assembly passed a resolution seeking
upgradation of Avadi township into a
Municipality. The Tamil Nadu Open
Places (Prevention of Disfigurement)
Bill, which also bans posters on buses,
was among the 13 bills passed — nine
withoul discussion — on January 4th.

A White Paper on the recent rains,
and the havoc caused, said that 277
persons had died. In Madras City,
226 km o roads had been affected.
Repairs to tiese roads would cost
Rs. 17 crores.

—RKK
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fruit barsbecomc
an industry here?

erala and Maharashtra pioneered
e mangobar, ‘butinrecent months
a well known name in branded sweels
has flooded the Madras market with
mini-mango-bars wrapped in some very
atfractive, up-market wrapping, offering
it as an addition to its range of sweels.
Now Madras. Musings hears that the
Food and Agriculture Organisation is
encouraging the manufacture of fruit
bars in developing countries.
Giuseppe Amoriggi, a food
technologist and an FAO Consultant,
was recently asked by FAQ to develop
simple fruit bar processing methods for
the developing countries so that the
surplus seasonal fruit — such as mango
(rich in vitamin A), bananas, papaya
and guava — could be profitably
converted into “colourful, nutritious
and wholesome snack bars™.
Writing about his experience in the
FAO magazine, Ceres, Amoriggi says:

@ The bars have a long shelf-life (up
to one year) and are far superior
nutritionally to common sweets and
toffees, which consist largely of sugar
and artificial flavours. The process by
which they are produced is low- tech’,

inexpensive, provides local employment
and a market for locally grown
produce. In short, it is truly
‘sustainable’.

There is, admittedly, no shortage
of methods already in existence for
producing what is known in the trade
as ‘fruit leather’. A simple, traditional
method of keeping mangoes, for
example, is to spread the mango pulp
on a bamboo mat or aluminum tray,
with or without addition of sugar, and
fet it dry in the sun for four to six days
until it has a leathery consistency. The
dried product is then rolled or cut into
pieces for sale. Although the freshly
prepared product is of good quality,
standards are virtually non-existent and
the storage life is relatively short — only
two to three months. During storage,
both colour and texture deteriorate and
.insects may infest the fruit. The method
does not work well with banana, guava
or papaya.

As for more sophisticated methods,
a number have been developed, using
electric or steam through flow dryers,
for example, to dehydrale mango

 slices... The more advanced techno-

logies, however, are all characterised
by the use of less labour per unit of
oufput — and thus not only fail to
expand employment in proportion to
output in the areas where they are
introduced, but in some cases actually
add to already substantial unemploy-
ment problems. Such technologies ofien

Main raw material required to prepare
approximate 100 kg of fruit bars.

fut  Pup  Suger Vidd (% Yeld (%

Tipeo but  roquind obtained rquind of fush  of pulpf
inkg inkg hkg fui)

Mango 720 %0 33 138 A0

Banana €0 3 0 166 277

Guava 06 325 0 246 N7

Mango+ 50 -

Barana 150 ¥ 3B 145 277

Papaya+ 500

Banana 140 36 M 34 297

require large plants and equipment and
are capital-intensive. Often, their
introduction requires new and higher
levels of labour skill, and makes new
demands on the countries involved to
change their economic and social
structures...

The leitmotif for choosing a
processing technology for developing

countries ought to be to combine
labour, material resources and capital
so that not only the type and quality
of goods and services produced are
taken into account, but also the
distribution of their benefits and the
prospects of overall growth...

The method developed involves

only a single major operation, namely -

drying the fruit pulp after mixing it with
suitable ingredients, and can be used
to produce mango, banana, guava or
mixed fruit bars. A dual-powered dryer,
working by solar energy during the day
and by electric or sleam power at night
and on rainy days.... is wellsuited for
dehydration of the pulp to the desired
moisture level of 15 to 20 per cent.

The resulting product should have
a long shelf-life, high organoleptic value
(stimulating to the senses of taste,
colour, odour and touch) and an
acceptable production cost...

Mango and banana pulp, as well
as papaya and banana pulp, can be
mixed in a calculated ratio for preparing
mixed fruil bars...

The dried pulp is removed from the
dryer trays and cut into square pieces
of 5x 5 cm at a thickness of about
0.3 cm... Cellophane, a transparent
film produced from regenerated
cellulose, provides an ideal package for
dried fruit bars, which require moisture
barrier protection (shelf-life of one year
al room temperature). ®

With the wealth of fruit available
in Tamil Nadu, will be soon see a
boom in fruit bars?.

MINCE MEAT AND
CHOW CHOW GOJJU

250 g minced meat
1 ‘medium sized chow chow (skinned
and cut into cubes)
2 large tomatoes, chopped fine
1 large onion, chopped fine
1" piece ginger ground to
68 pods garlic a paste
Garam Masala
1* piece cinnamon
2 or 3 cardamoms
3 or 4 doves
% tsp saunf
1 small bay leaf
Masala
2 tsp chilli powder
2 tsp dhaniya powder
% tsp turmeric powder
2 ths oil
% cup mint and coriander leaves
Salt to taste

Method

Heat oil in a heavy pan. Add the
bay leaf and the garam masala.

Add the onions and fry till trans-
parent. Add the ginger garlic paste and
the masala powders. Add the mince
and fry for a minute.

Add the chopped chow chow and
tomatoes, fry till well blended. Add salt
and half the mint and coriander leaves.

Add 1-1% cups of water and cook
till gravy is thick. Remove from fire.
Serve gamished with the remaining
coriander and mint leaves.

Mrs P Raghupathy

GREEN PEAS PARATHAS
(Makes 10 parathas)

3 cups ‘wheat flour
1% cups shelled peas, boiled and
mashed :

[\ v THE , /
.\\ /
s’\}ﬂé"'

2 tbs coriander leaves, chopped fine
1 green chilli, chopped fine
1 tsp cumin seeds,
. loasted
1 tsp dhaniya loasled fine
Salt to taste
Qil or ghee for shallow frying

Method

Mix the salt, chopped chilli,

coriander leaves, and powdered cumin

- seeds and dhaniya with the mashed
peas. Mix well and set aside.

t was one of those days when
wake up on the wrong side
of the bed and everything goes
baywire. From misplacing my
-contact lenses, to letting the milk
boil over and breaking the coffee
jar, I had my share of ill-luck.
Muttering curses, I tried to
calm mysed down with the
thought that things couldn’t
possibly get worse. 1 looked
forward to the evening. I had
called eight to ten friends over
for dinner. We were planning to
sit out on my terrace, enjoy the
cool breeze and strum our
guitars while we sang.
Comeevenmg,andmymaxd
didn’t show up. Now it was time
to hit the panic button. There
was no way [ could dish up a
meal for ten people in less than
two hours and, anyhow, the pro-
spect of sweating it out in the
kitchen has never appealed to
me!
" It was then I decided to try
out the SINDOORI HOTEL’s
‘Company Chef’. Having seen

[t's dinner on a silver platter!

the service” advertised in the
pewspapers, it had always struck
me as a very attractive concept.
However, | had always balked at
the expense involved.

Anway, stuck in this
situation, | had no option, apart
from slogging it out myself.
Calling up SINDOORI, I dis-
.covered that the menu included
Fast Foods, Indian and Conti-
nental cuisines and a full com-
plement of desserts. ‘‘What
about the prices?’’ I croaked. To
my surprise, thcraiawmfmdy
reasonable.
there is a 10% discount. How-
ever, the transport charges do
more or less offset that discount.)

1 ordered a sumpluots
dinner of Seekh kababs,
Tandoori Rotis, Kashmiri Pulao,
Makkhani Dal, Murg Mirch
Masala and Gulab Jamuns. 1 then
sat back and heaved a sigh of
relief. My worries were taken
care of! »

Needless to say, it was an
_ evening to remember. The fcod

(1 - discovered -

was excellent and since I had
ordered a ‘Silver Platter’ service,

it came with all the trimmings —

- a well laid out table with silver |
cutlery, crisp linen, flowers and
efficient service.

_ It was such a pleasure to just |
sit back and enjoy myself with- !
out worryins about what was
happening in the kitchen. The
headache of chopping vege-
tables, frying, cooking and
cleaning up was not there. My .
friends had a wonderful time azd
I had a tension-free evening!

If cooking is no' top on your
list of favourite activities,
‘Company Chef is an excellent
alternative. Believe me, it is a
blessing not having to worry
about overcooked rice, burmt
dosas orpapptd;likechajpaﬂ.ll
The next time you havé un-
expected guzsts or feel too lazy
to cook, think of the easy way
out. ltxsyu:taphonccaﬂawty
— at SINDOORI!

_—

powdered.

Adding sufficien! waler and salt,
knead the dough until smooth and
pliable.

Divide the dough into equal
portions. Similarly divide the peas into
equal portions.

Roll out each ball on a lightly .

floured board. Put one portion of the
filling at the centre. Close up carefully
and roll out to 6" disc.

Shallow fry till golden on both
sides. Serve hol.

CAULIFLOWER RASSA

1 cauliflower, chopped into flowerets
4 large lomaloes, blanched and-
chopped fine

Y2 inch piece ginger, peeled and grated
Vi tsp asafoetida powder

1 1sp cumin seeds

{ tsp chilli powder

Y tsp lurmeric powder

| sp garam masala

A small bunch coriander leaves, chopped

fine
3 tbs ol
Salt to taste

Method
Heat oil. Add asafoetida powder

- and cumin seeds. When they splutter

add the grated ginger, chopped cauli-

flower and a little water to cover the.

vegelables. Simmer till almost done.
Add the chilli powder, turmeric

powder and chopped tomatoes. Cook

till well blended.

Add the garam masala. Garnish
with chopped coriander leaves and
serve hot.

Chandra Padmanabhan

’

Qulzzm
- with

_sRamanan-

(Quizmaster V.V. RAMANAN'S
questions are from the fortnight
December 16th — 31st.)

1. Name the great grandson of
Mahatma Gandhi who was killed
by armed robbers in South Africa.

2. -Complele the list M.S.,
D.K. Pattammal, M.L.V.,.
T. Brinda, Balasaraswalthi and?

3. Name the historical colonial
building rededicated to the Madras
public by C. Subramanian on
18-12-1993 .

4, Who is the new Sheriff of
Madras?

5. Whal immortal movie memora-

"bilia was sold recently for
$82,000?

6. Who won the Mahindra Inter-
national Squash Challenge held
recently in Bombay?

7. The Diamond Jubilee of what
Indian cricketing “first” was
celebrated on December 17th?

8. According o - Indian Express -

reports, which Union Minister is
alleged to be bogged in a Rs. 9.8
crore slush money mire because
of his brother’s shady deals?

9. Why wasAmerican,philanthropist |

billionaire Walter Annenberg in

the news?
10. Alina Fernandez Revuelta, who
was granted U S. Asylum amidst

11, Name the former international

Tamil Nadu basketball star-cum- -

skipper who passed away recently?

12. Why was the sacred tank of the
Thayumanavanswamy Temple,
Tiruchi, in the news recently?

13. Where was the Professional Chess
Association's Qualifier Tourna-
ment, won jointly by V. Anand,
‘held recently?

14. Name the former Minister who
returned lo AIADMK after an un-
successful stint with Dr. Subra-
maniam Swamy's party.

15. According to its Commissioner,
K. Rajagopalan, what record for
any Metro did the City Police
achieve in 19937

16. Why was the Tamil film thespian,
Sivaji Ganesan, a subject of
controversy recently?

17. Name the character lan Botham

~ essays in the recently released
pantomine Dick Whittington?

18. Which posthumously-released
book caused a furore ;in the
country recently? '

19. Where is the next SAF Games go-

ing to be held in December 19957

20. As 1993 came fo a close, what
has the UN designated 1994 to
be?

(Answers on p.8)

(Continued from P5)

be taken on as Director of Photography
and regular columnist by the Indian
Express; . where | remain today, st
grumbling, cursing, snarling, growling
and complaining, as all good English-
men do, should and always have done
wherever they happen to be in the
world, including their own couniry, no

matter what the subject of their rage

One Man’s Madras

might be, whether it's policemen or the
weather, the lack of waler or the

luctuations of the voltage, the heat, the:
- mosquiloes, the flies, the ignorance of - -

hygiene — oh, the list is endless. But

there you are: I'm a Madrasi, and a
Madrasi | shall remain for whalever'

litle more time it pleases the Almighty
lo allow me.

 January 16-31, 1994
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‘Sruti’s

rtistes

of the Decade’

ruli, “the Madras-based monthly
devoled lo- classical music and

‘dance has selected the following ten .

- artistes as ‘Artistes of the Decade —
1933-93", Palakkad K V Narayana-
swamy (Carnatic vocal), U Srinivas
(Camatic music — mandolin), Bhimsen
Joshi (Hindustani music — vocal), Zakir
Hussain (Hindustani — tabla), Kelu-
charan Mahopalra (Odissi), Birju
Maharaj (Kathak), Vempati Chinna
Satyam (Kuchupudi), Kalamandalam
Krishnan Nair (Kathakali},” Malavika
Sarukkai (Bharatha Natyam) and
Bharati Sivaji (Mehini Attam).

They might not make everyone's
list,.but there is no doubt that they are
outstanding.

What's real?
]udging a competition is an unenviable
job, particularly a dance competition.
There are so many individual styles that
have developed in independent India
that it is very difficull to say what
exactly is the real Bharatha Natyam.
The Kalakshelra rigour and basic
structure have influenced all other

Ramli lbrahim (as the sishya) and
Manonmali (as the guru) in the Odissi ballet
‘Adoration’ ~  (Photograph: S Anwar).
styles. They are theé basic minimum to
‘be expected from a dancer wishing to
exhibit the art from the platform. But
there is much more to it.

Judging the dancers at the Indian
Fine Ars Society's talent promotion
programme was tough. There were
cxperienced prolessionals, like
Mahalaxmi and Narendra, and very
young daricers like Nritya Jagannathan.
There were big disparities in age,
experience, style and training. So |
decided to look for an inner spark a

dancer might possess apart from herfhis
fraining.

Mahalaxmi and Narendra, being a

- class apart, were excluded from the
‘compelition; they should be giving full-
length performances and not entering
competitions like this one.

A Laxman, who won the award,
has a verve to his dancing,-His guru,
K J Sarasa, also impressed — with the
way she conducted the recital, doing
nattuvangam with her left hand while

The View From
The Wings

by
V.R. Devika

sporting a right hand in a bandage, the
result of a fracture.

Differing views

Dance is such an individualized art
form! And how different are the

feelings it evokes in an audience!
Malavika Sarukkai's Narada Gana

Sabha performance was lacklustre to

BULL'S EYE

(Continued from P4).
brimming with confidence and the
future scenario is promising.

On the bourses, while some com--
- panies have repored delayed projects

due to lack of adequale infrastructure,
technology or funds, others, like Rank
Aqua, have shown a meleoric: rise in
tunovers and profits. Obviously, aqua-
culture casts spells, good or bad,

depending simply upon whlch sxde of
the fence a company lies — “care” or
“careless" ! '

Meanwhile, here are some good
looking ‘bets for Pongal:

Nagarjuna Fertilizers (CMP
Rs. 35.00): For a company whose project
had already faced time and cost overruns
of one year and Rs. 342 cr respectively and
whose rights issue was undersubscribed by
51 per cent, continuing its sensalional
performance in the first eight months of
operation ended March 1993 to the first six
months of 199394 is remarkable. And
NFCL has made this possible by establishing
its brand names, ‘Nagarjuna’ and ‘Nagarjuna
Dhanasagar’, through trading in fertilisers
under these names even before commission-

ing the project. Being a gas-based plant,
NFCL could .achieve 93% capacity in
1992-93 and improve it to 120% in the
. first half of 1993-94. It could also reduce
its cost of production, thus improving profita-
bility. A PAT of Rs. 110 cr on a sales of

Rs. 600 cr is achievable by the company

to give an EPS of Rs. 3.80 for 1993.94,
The price for this eamings should be around
Rs. 50 for the results.

Priyadarshini Spmnmg (CMP
Rs. 55.50): Incorporated. in 1981, this
company has two unis for the manufacture
of synthetic/blended acrylic yam. Unit |, in-
Medak Dislrict (AP), has an installed capa-
city of 40,320 spindles of synthetic yam.
Unit Il, producing cotton yam with 16,704
spindles, is in Prakasam District (AP). For
March 1993, the compaay recorded a tum-
over of ‘Rs. 58.94 cr and a PAT of
Rs. 2.49 cr. The September 1993 results
are also encouraging. The PAT recorded was

Rs. 2.22 on a tumover of Rs. 41 cr, giving -

an annualised EPS of Rs. 7.04. Our pro-
jections suggest a tunover of Rs. 70 cr and
a PAT of Rs. 3.40 cr. The anticipaled EPS
of Rs. 5.50 justifies a price of Rs. 65.70.
Prices are in the uptrend and have just
broken above their resislance at Rs. 46.

" Buying recommended. Stoploss at Ks. 45.

Balau Steel (CMP Rs. 24.00): Balaji
Steel, the offspring of the Rs. 600 cr Balaji

group (interests in IMFL, real estate, property
development, steel, aquaculture, chemicals
and hotels), is the first company in the group

to become public. Engaged in the manu- §

facture of Tor steel and sections, it came out |
with a public issue in Seplember 1992 and
was oversubscribed 11 times. As compared

1o a tumover of Rs. 24 cr and a PAT of

Rs. 75 lakhs for the full year 1992-93, it
has reported Rs. 15.20 cr and Rs. 1 cr res-

 pedtively for the six months ended September -

1993. It has taken up the distribution of
IMFL of the UB group in Maharashtra,

which i likely to contribute about Rs. 30 o
to the turnover in 1993-94. The merchant
export division will contribute about
Rs. 10 cr and the company is confident of
reporting an EPS of about Rs. 3.5 in the
current year, which is likely to support a
price of Rs. 30. Two of the group companies
will be tapping the capital market shortly and
shareholders of Balaji Steel can expect
preferential allotment. Technically, the sarip,
which wds moving sideways between
Rs. 10 and 15, has broken upwards sharply
Buy.

K. Gopalaknshnan

many of us, but there were many who
were bewitched by it. I thought she was
back in form at the Bharath Kalachar,
where she introduced some interesting
new ideas in her Sanchari. The
audience resoundingly applauded her
and requested an additional piece. Yet
there- were a few who said it was
boring!

'Need for intimacy

Dmnmmmmnacyfomﬂm‘

communication. Balasaraswali’s

daughter Lakshmi Knight needs the:
intimacy of space and a Sahridaya to

fully enjoy her dance. She sang and
did Abhinaya delightfully at the
inauguration of Ravhavendra Rao's
photo tribute to the greats of music and
dance at the Sakshi Gallery. Her
performance gave us insights into
Balasaraswali's school of dance and
music. But, why did she attempt a
Vamam on a large stage like the
Sadguru Gnananda Hall? Several
people left early, not waiting for the real
joy of the Padams.

That great art need not necessarily
be inherited was amply proved by the
dance of Ratikanta Mahopalra. There
is a cerfain arrogance in his dance that
cannot be excused. Just happening to
be the son of the great Odissi guru is
not enough. Humility and surrender to
the art is essential before it can be
shared with an audience.

Ratikant's father Kelucharan
Mahopalra’s dance is sheer poelry and
incredibly beautiful. There is some merit
in the sublimation theory after all....

Adoration on stage

¢ ¢"There is a very thin fine between

the sacred and the profane,”
said Guru Debaprasad as portrayed in-
‘Adoration’, a tribiste to the late guru
by his disciple Ramli Ibrahim.

‘Adoration’ is an Odissi theatrical
piece which narrates a guru-shishya
relationship, offers some subtle points
about Odissi and incorporates some
postures, movements and also pieces
of dance, It also demonstrated on
slage the wrapping of the -dhoti
and make-up being put on, all very
sensitively presented.

Both demonstrations and the quest-
ion-and-answer session afterwards were
very lively. In Ramli's dance you can-
not see the choreographic details; what
you see is the performance, the cons-
ciousness and the adoration of the
dance. The students of Padma Sesh-
adri reacted intuitively lo the stillness
of his static image as much as to his

-dynamxsm

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

“Jerome Thomas the balletic juggler —
Jater this month at the TTK Auditorium.
January: ‘Arit of the Month! —

Indrapramit Roy. He lives and works at
Cholamandal Artists’ Village, Injam-
bakkam.

January 18: Belle of Amherst. Writien
«. by Willian Luce, this one-woman, two-
act play is based on the life of 19th
Century poet Emily Dickinson, It will be
presented at the American Centre Audi-

.- torium (6.00 p.m.).

lmuary 20: Miriam E Guichard, UsIS.
Director for South India, will deliver the
annual Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial
‘Lecture. Co-sponsored by the Indo-
American Association (6.00 p.m. USIS).

January 25: jerome Thomas at TIK
Auditorium, 6.30 p.m. Jerome Thomas -
leamt juggling af the age of 14. In 1990
hebeganteachingat the ‘national school
for circus. He has been described as “a
fiery young virtuoso'who entirely breaks
down _ the division between juggling
and ballet. Co-sponsored by Alliance
Francaise and ICCR. 4

February: "Artist of the Month’ — Giridhar
Gowd.

February 4-5: ‘Documentary Films of the -
Former GDR'. Of the generation which
set out in the Sixties to remedy the painful
lack of films about the GDR, the most
important name is that of jurgen Boticher.
Seminar with Jurgen Bottcher, Berlin.
(Max Muller Bhavan — On invitation

- only)

February 4-11: An intemational seminar
on Real Madras Handkerchief, hosted by
the Madras Craft Foundation. The Real
Madras Handkerchief, also known as
Madras, Madras Lungi, Madras Checks,
George Cloth or Guinea Cloth, is a major
export to West Asia and the African
countries. In fact, the women of Nigeria
use Madras doth for everyday wear as
‘turbans’ and as a Jungi. The seminar wil
look at the different aspeds of weaving
the cloth and will also have a hands-on

- workshop in which designers, weavers,
exporters and development organizers will
participate. Participants are from around
the world and there will be papers
presenied on the historical and geo-
graphical perspective, the use of the doth
around the world, the current situation
of weavers, design trends and directions .
in Rumal weaving. MCF's Dalshinachitra.
{2 museum-in-the making) is creating a
collection of woven designs which will
be catalogued and displayed in the

museum

MERRY READING FOR A FEW YEARS

Nol many loday are aware that the

late Thinsthuraipoondi Subramania
Srinivasan, beller known as S S Vasan,
the Indian movie moghul and proprie-
tor of that popular Tamil weekly
Ananda Vikalan, also published a
magazine in English. It was over half
a century ago and was-styled Merry
Magazine. During a chat at a wedding
in the mid-1930's Vasan told this writer
that the name of the magazine was
aclually a translation of Ananda.
Vikatan!

-Vasan founded the magazine as a
monthly in 1933 and initially it
enjoyed a'fair amount of success. In
January 1935 it was converted into a
fortnightly.

Merry Magazine catered to the
intelligentsia of South India. Vasan,

" ever a lalent-scout, encouraged many

new wirilers to test the waters in English.
The most successful of them all, and
one who established an intemational

reputalion, was R K Narayan, whose , ~

earliest writings appeared in the

him entitled ‘The Poor Burglar', which
appeared in the June 15, 1939, issue,
his name appears as ‘R K Narayana
Swami'; he seems to have later dropped
the ‘Swami'.

A noted judge of the Madras High
Court, A S P lyer, also wrole for the
magazine and so did that lawyer-
dramalist whose middle name was
humour, V C Gopalratnam. Indeed,
V C G was a regular contributor and
even wrole humorous  delective slories
in which everyone except the detective
seemed to know whodunil. Harindra-
nath Chatiopadaya, the famed poet and
man of letters, contributed poetry.

Old-timers still recall those popular
fiction serials in Merry Magazine with
alliterative " titles... ‘Bala, the Bad

"Woman', ‘Devi, the Dancer’ and ‘Mis-

fortunes of Meena'. The writer was
‘DEISVI", a pen name for D Sundara

'Varadan. Whatever happened to him

afterwards?
Many others wrole under odd and
incredible pen-names, - like Naar

- magazine. Interestingly, in a story by.  A. Yanen (Narayanan!), Fritz-Boodle, .

Narak N. Nurak and Neil O’Canteen
(the pen-name of a Professor of English
of Loyola College, Madras — M G
Neelankantan!). Vasan paid his writers
Rs. 50 for a short story, a handsome

‘remuneration during the Thirties when

(about movies) appeared in every issue.

-So did crossword puzzles.

Merry Magazine camried interesting
advertisements which most publications
would hesitate to accept today. Ads for
‘Rejuvenation and Cure for Impotence’,

|®

r@f&?

by

Randor Guy

.in My Brain Pan’ and “‘Star Dust’

you could buy almost 4 sovereigns of
gold or around 750 Madras measures
of Nellore rice with it!.

The magazine included excellent
cartoons by the famous cartoonist
‘Mali’ (T R Mahalingam — not the
actor nor the- legendary flautist). The
famed movie art direclor and pro-

. duction desngner A K Sekhar contri-
‘buted many sketches in his own

inimitable style. Columns like ‘Flashes

*V D.rooted out in 24 hrs!’ and also
‘a cure’ for ‘Wet-Dreams’ appeared
regularly in the magazine. | wonder
how many really benefited from these -
ads.

S S Vasan ran a successful mail
order business from his old residence

-tn Mint Street which he continued even

after he hit the big-time, and the ads
of such companies as The Krishna
Agency and Genuine Watch

Company, with the famed address, Post

Box No. 119, Madras, appeared in

every issue. You could buy a gold- -
plated watch for Rs. 5-14, and a film
camera for Rs. 4-12. Vasan also sold,
a hand-operated film projector with.a.
few movie dlips of Hindi and Tamil
films for Rs. 6. (This writer was gifted
one such projector in the early 1940s -
with which he conducted shows in his
hometown!)

Vasan, a prolific writer and

. joumnalist, wrote, much to the surprise

of many, one book, The Pleasures of
Mamied Life, which sold ﬁ'eeiy at
8 annas a copy in that now-lamented

‘Madras institution, the Moore Market,

during the Fifties and Sixties. Surely

" those were the days!

Regretfully, Merry Magazine was
not a financial success and ceased:

‘publication with the onset of World

War I (1939).

(NOTE: This writer was the proud.
of owner of a bound volume of MM, -
a gift from ni: guru V C Gopalratnam, .

but, alas, like many things in life, that - .

rare volume vanished some years ago,
oourtay,goodfnmds!) L
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An eloquent plea
for wider
sports sponsorship

ndian Bank, India Cements and

Kumbhat Group of Companies
recently helped the Tamil -Nadu
Billiards and Snooker Association and
the Madras Cricket Club to organise
prize money loumaments featuring
world stars like Geeth Sethi and Yasin
Merchant, both of Gujaral. Madras,
indeed, had never belore had a green
baize games carnival like the one that
pulled the crowds in, in the fast week
of December.

Main crowd-puller at both the
TNBSA's Stale championships, at its
rented building on Royapetiah High
Road, and the Kumbhat-MCC Masters
snooker lournamenl was, undersiand-
ably, Sethi, the world . billiards
champion. Maharashira's Yasin
Merchant, Sarang Shroff and Devendra
Joshi, Gujaral's Syed Multani and
Rupesh Shah and Tamil Nadu's Rafath
Habib, all talented players, were there
all right. But pride of place went to

Sethi, who rose to the occasion with
dazzling performances, the like of which
Madras had never before witnessed.
Century breaks, even five-century
breaks, flowed from his cue in the same
manner in which runs came off the bat
of Sunil Gavaskar while the ace

cricketer was in full flight. Even India’s
former world champion, Michael
Ferreira, and S.W. Edwards lacked
Sethi’s top-of-the-table artistry.

Well as he is the pride of Indian
sport, Sethi is no mere champion. He
is the most fluent and knowledgeable
speaker Indian sport has known. Afer
N. Ramachandran, Director, India

Cements, presenied the prizes and

cheques at a colourful function,

presided over by M. Gopalakrishnan,
Director, Indian Bank, Sethi took
everybody by surprise with the fluency
of his thanksgiving speech. He
emphasised the need for sponsorship,
which alone could improve Indian
standards. '
Recalling the whitewash many an
Indian sport had taken in the inter-
national arena, Sethi said the sorry state
of affairs was due lo the lack of
adequate sponsorship which, unfort-

unalely, in our country was confined

to a handful of disciplines like cricket.
He requested sport-minded bankers and
industrialists o develop a broader

outlook and extend their sponsorship
to all sports. Only then could Indian .

sport hold its head high. Otherwise it
“would continue to eat humble pie.
Unfortunately, the world cham-
pion's plea for equal sponsorship
for all sports went unnoticed in
the local media.

Dismal showing

— by Tamil Nadu in badminton

t is time the Tamil Nadu Badminton

Association woke up and launched
a scheme to make the shuitle game
more popular in the State, spot talent
and encourage promising youngsters
develop their skills. Tamil - Nadu's
badminton’s bankruptcy was exposed
as never before by the Anubhav
Plantations-sponsored all-India South
Zone championships, which the
country’s No. | ‘all-rounder’ club, the
Madras Cricket Club, conducted in the
first week of the New Year.

There was not a single Tamil Nadu
player in any of the events of any
standing. All the events were dominated
by players from Maharashtra, Kama-
taka, Punjab, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh
and other States. No Tamil Nadu
player was among the seeded elite, and,
understandably, none from the home
State’s microscopic minority came
within sight of a title. Indeed, never
* before had Tamil Nadu come out of
a home inter-state championship with
a more dismal record than the one it
had to swallow in this tournament,
which saw Anubhav Plantations make
their debut in sports sponsors_‘hip.

If in spite of Tamil Nadu's known
low 'standards, the star-studded tour-
nament was allotted to the State, it was
mainly, if not solely, due to the facilities
available at the MCC and the repuation
the ancient club had earned over the
years for the smooth running of champ-
ionships. Fittingly enough, all-India

stars, headed by National champion
Rajeev Bagga of Maharashira, the top
seed, second-seeded Deepankar Bhatta-
charya of Assam, the women's No. 1
and 2 seeds, Manjusha Pawangadkar
of Maharashtra and Seem Bafna of
Madhya Pradesh, repectively, and
others turned up. to make the
tournament a memorable one.

With matches on almost through-

events — the men's singles and
women's singles topped the lists with
over 30 and 20, respectively — was
gone through to scheduler This was
possible-mainly due to the hard work
put in by the MCC organising com-
mittee, headed by S.K.A. Manickava-
sagam,
R. Ramesh.

On the eve of the championships,
the MCC president, K. Rajendran, had
told Pressmen that while the City was
having its annual music festivals, the
MCC were having a sports festival. He
was vindicated by the excellent manner
in which the badminton championship
was gone through a couple days after
the same club had conducted the
Kumbhat-MCC Masters snooker tour-

k nament
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Giving shape to the
state-of-the-art

INDAL

INDIAN ALUMINIUM
COMPANY, LIMITED

I Middleton Street, Jeevan Deep,
3id Floor, Calcutia 700 071,
! Telephone: 402210
| Telex: {021] 5769 ALST IN,
Fax: {032) 403964

Branches at Bombay ® New belhi_
@ Madras & Bangalore

INDAL a feading force as an exporter and

As pioneer and leader of the Indian
alurminium industry, INDAL simply stays
ahead. With technologrcally superior
preducts that have all the INDAL
advantages buit into them.

Aotal involvement in every stage: from
mining to process development and
marketing. And an access (o the latest
technology through its international
pantner—ALCAN of Canada.

All unique strengths that have made

producer of aluminium sheet, foil and
extrusions. In fact, in the area of exports,
INDAL has been a consistent winner of
CAPEXIL and EEPC awards for excellence.

Standard producis: Building Sheet, Plain
Sheet/Coil. Flooring Sheet. Closure Stock.
Lamp Cap Stock. Lithographic Stock.
Cable Wrap. Circle. Stug. Foil {laminated
and uniaminated). Extrusions.

Contract INDAL 10391

and the MCC secretary,

ANSWERS
TO QUIZ

1. Kush Ramgobin; 2. Mani Krishna-
swami. They have been the only Vidushis
lo receive the Music Academy's Sangeetha
Kalanidhi title; 3. Victoria Public Hall;
4. Dr. K. Chockalingam; 5. The famous
bowler hal & cane of Charlie “The Tramp™
Chaplin; 6. Brett Martin beating Sami

Elopuro; 7. The first Test century by Lala

Amamath (at Bombay); 8. Capt. Satish
Sharma, the Minister of State for Petroleum;

Public Education, the single largest gift in
the country’s history; 10,Cuban; ‘President
Fidel Castro; 11. M. Senthilvadivelu;
12. Two crocodiles had managed to find
their way into il, thus scaring worshippers
away; 13. Groningen (Norway);
14. V.V. Swaminathan; 15. No single
instance of police firing; 16. The West
Bengal Government resented his being the
Chief Guest at the forthcoming Intemational
Film Festival of IndiainCalcutta,/but later
dropped the objection. Tapan Sinha has
since been chasen Chiel Guest; 17. “Silly
Mid-off”", of coursel; 18. Why [ Assas-
sinated Mahatma Gandhi by Nathuram
Godse; 19. Our very ,own Madras;
20. Intemnational Year of the: Family.
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out the day, the three-day tournament -

with a sizeable entry for all the seven

Seheses
High Retunna

TRUST 50 YEARS OLD BANK FOR
SECURITY

BANK OF MADURA LTD.
Central Office 758, Anna Salai Madras = 600 002,

Call 8265447.

Too tlrcd to cook? Too tlredvto-"
.,go out to-a- rcstoumnt? Too
- hooked on. to- “your favourite -
- television -
~ Sindoori offers you the clossy way -
__,,;_‘_-ff'_.?;"out of thls problcm' ~Cro
.».*f.,f'_:;Cuaslnc. i

How to cat 'out’ at home? 7

progmmmes? “The




