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he figures for 1993 are not in, so

whether it is still true is not known.
But going by the 1992 figures, Madras
is the salest city in India, if you're
prepared fo accept that a few extra
murders shouldn't be allowed to come
between friends and spoil such a
record. x
_ Amongst the eight biggest cities in
lndid(pdpulationsjnm‘-.\\{ilhin'brackels)\‘-
Bombay (12.6), Calcutia (10.9), Delhi
(8.4), Madras (5.4), Hyderabad (4.3),

(By A Staff Reporter)
and Kanpur (2.1) — Madras had the
least rapes (17), molestations (just 1),
riots (174), robberies (116) and
dacoities (4). In major crime, it was in
murder alone that Madras had a worse
record than any other city. Calcutta had
19 less murders than Madras's- 102.
_ Even analysing these figures on the

- basis of crimes per million population,

Madbras is way ahead in having the least
amount of crime — except murder.

Bangalore (4.1), Ahamadabad (3.3)’

ras too buSy,
fly in Pondy

{
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he Madras-based Hindustan Institute
of Engineering Technology will
soon operale a flying school in Pondi-
cherry. The Orient Flight School, as it
is named, was scheduled to acquire
four Cessnas and one helicopter by the
end of March.
- The school authorities foresee a
tremendous demand in the coming
years and plan to admit 20-30 students
for training every year for Private Pilot
Licences (PPL) and Commercial Pilot
Licences (CPL). A student will have to
spend about Rs. 1.8 lakhs and Rs. 5.6

jakhs respectively- for training for histher -

PPLand CPL. -

Starllingly, in murders per million

But why Pondicherry, when the
Madras International Airport, soon o
become India's model airpori, is
available? “‘Precisely because of that!
The increase in air traffic in Madras will
seriously hinder our training pro-
gramme,” says a school official.

With the Madras Flying Club more
or less grounded, the:prospects for the
Orient Flight School seem very bright.
Incidentally, its bankers, the Madras-
based Bharat Overseas Bank Ltd, are
the first bank in the country, apart from

‘the State Bank of India, to finance the

— V.- |

purchase of aircraft.

population, it is Kanpur (third in
absolute numbers) that is by far the
worst city, recording about 131 per
million! What a contrast fo Calcutta’s
8, Madras's 19, Hyderabad's 33,
Bombay and Bangalore’s 39, Ahmada-
bad's 46 and Delhi’s 62.

Delhi, however, is the crime capilal
of the country, locked at any which
way. Il led with 524 murders, 276
rapes and 226 molestations!

With its crime graph showing a
declining trend, Madras recorded the
least number of oflences (about
10,000) and the least crimes againsl
women. But while on a per million
analysis Calcutta (fatal: about 14,000)
offences has a better crime-free record,
its onice-proud record of women's salety

"has taken some smearing.

THE SNAZZIEST, JAZZIEST BIKE HOUSE IN TOWN

~ The BSA Shop. TI's bike house extraordinaire.
Stacked with an eye popping array of BSA SLRs,
Machs, Street Cats, Champs, Wild Cats,
Mongooses and Herculeses.

@ T Nagar:90,.G.N. Chetty Road
" (Near Vani Mahal),T.Nagar, -
-Madras - 17. Ph : 8280942
E Annanager : AB, 11, 2nd
Avenue (Opp. Annanagar
Tower),Annanagar, - =
- Madras - 40. Ph : 6214647 5
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‘ The splendid Laurie Baker de;f;qn for the
has just started at Manali afier the inauguration by Dr Bharat Ram.
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SRF Vidyalaya, construction ‘ which

- to soclety

(By A Staff Reporter)

Industrial Manali, the bustling North
Madras township in search of a good
school,. has had it prayers answered.
SRF Vidyalaya, the outcome of a study
done a few years ago by SRF Limited,
was staried in July 1991 and, loday,
has classes upto Std. IV. One class will
be added every year. Dr Vaisala
Narayanaswamy, the Consultant, says
the school has a curriculum slressing
innevation and aclivity orientation. But
besides ils quality of education, the
school will soon have another distin-
quishing feature, the aesthelic design
and construction of its new buildings.
The campus andbuildings will bebased
on a Laurie Baker architectural design
and sited in an eight acre plot.”

~ Work on the complex was recently
inaiiguraled at a funclion attended by
the Chiel Executives of neighbouring
industries, parents and children.
Dr Bharat Ram, Chairman of SRF, said
on the occasion, *“We have always felt
that if the privale seclor existed only
to make profits without contributing

anything to society, then it has no right
to exist”". He stated that this tradition
of social responsibility staried with his
father Lala Shriram and that they have
all followed in his foolsteps. He observ-
ed that “one of the most important
needs for the development of a nation
is education. Our own Gurus used to
teach under the trees. So it is the quality
of teaching that is more important than
a building.” He also emphasised that
while schools prepare children for
examinalions, a necessary part of one’s
life, it is character-building thal's more
imporiant. :

Arun Bharat Ram, Vice Chairman
& Managing Direclor, added thal
industry has a social responsibility and
said, “It is part of our family’s and
organisation’s value system to give back
to society whalever we can and in
whatever way we can. The best way
that we have found is to be able to
provide a good education for young:
people who may or may not get this
opportunily”.

¢"The People's Sheriff’ is the

description Dr K Chocka-
lingam (49) wants to earn
during his tenure as Sheriff of
Madras. Despite being a profes-
sional and Managing Director of

" Sheriff of Madras wants his
sheriffdom to be better known
than his other activities.

time to his functions as Sheriff
and to do justice to the office he

rative; that's not the real idea
. behind the Sheriff's post,” he
says and -explains that “‘a
Sheriff’s duty is to interact with
the citizens and voice their con-
" cern to the authorities”. '
~ Citing his counterparts in
Bombay and Calcutta,
Dr Chockalingam remarks,

- “They have substantial powers

~ and a veice in the administ-

A Sheriff who

a corporate hospital, the 269th .

He plans to devote sufficient

holds. *“I am not merely deco-
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Dr. K. Chockalingam, Sherill of
Madras
ration. That is not so in
Madras”’. So he wants to restore
at least a part of the past glory
to the Sheriff’s office.
Stressing the importance of
his office, Dr Chockalingam
cited the dinner hosted by the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister in his
honour soon after he was sworn
in. “The Chief Minister intro-

- duced me — the Sheriff — to all

the Ministers in her Cabinet. And °

that shows the importance

keep busy

~-he adds.

which she assigns o the Sheriff’s
office,”” he proudly said. He also
emphasied that the Sheriff
should be consulted while nomi-
nating persons for various civic
panels.

Sheriff Chockalingam in- -
tends to meet the people at least
once a week to hear their grie- |
vances. Meanwhile, he sends the "}
petitions addressed to him to the'
concerned departments with his

views, “ also ask the officialson |-

what follow-up action they’ve -
taken on such petitions,” he .
disclosed. He urges officials to |

take his letters seriously, for “I |

won't hesitate to_take up any
matter with higher authority”’,

‘The conviction - wh;ch
Dr Chockalingam - has that a-

Sheriff has a greater role toplay. : | .
in Madras was evident when his: . |-

" (Continved on P3) . | 1
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YT was out of the mouth of
very babes and sucklings!
Even if that be quoted out of
context — a proviso The Man
From Madras Musings makes lest
his friend Krishnan sends him a
chit! — it was verily from out of
the mouths of babes that there
emerged the question that, deal-
ing as it does with certain basic
issues, gives rise to this para.
MMM gets himself into the
oddest pickles and this time it
was to deliver a guest lecture on
civics to a group of pre-teens.
After referring to Government
Servants often enough during
the pretty informal talk, MMM
was stopped by -the question:
“Do you mean Government
Servant or Public Servant?”’
Now there's a poser for all
you readers. As for MMM, 1
would imagine, he had ponder-
ously answered, that all Govern-

A Government or a

ment Servants are Public
Servants but not all Public
Servants are Government Ser-
vants. All Government Servants
are Public Servants because they
are paid by the Public, though
employed by the Gevernment.
The Public hope that Public
Servants will serve them, but
most Government Servants seem
to feel that they should serve the
Government, seldom if ever con-
sidering public interest. As for
those Public Servants who are
not Government Servants, they
invariably belong to organi-
sations associated with the
Government — Municipalities,
Railways, Government-owned'
business organisations etc — but,
even in such posts, few of them
feel it is their duty to serve the
Public; most feel they owe their
loyalty to the Government in
power, not the Public.

MADRAS

. SMALLS

ACCOMMODATION

Residemial guest house, spacious bungalow
vith extensive open space available in
Kilpauk (near Khushaldas Gardens} on daily
basis. Ideal for marriage or tour groups of
30-50 persons, All amenities available. (e.g.
AJSC room, colour TV, Refrigerator, Gas stove
etc.) — Tel: 6411436.

EDUCATION

Maths, Physics, Chemistry tuition up to Xii.
Only one student at a time. Preparing for
Public Exams and Entrance Tests Come to
NEW FLOWER EDUCATIONAL GUIDANCE
SERVICE, 61, 28th Cross Street, Besant
Nagar, Madras-600 090.

FOR SALE

Balaram, 24 MRC Nagar, Madras-600 028
has large stock of stamps of all countries
and FDCs for immediate disposal at throw-
away prices Tel: 4938257, 4938613.

One wooden cradle, one projector and
screen (both imported), also a Philip's
imported gas oven, and a dining table with
4 chairs. Contact: 6260289,

MATRIMONIAL

Wamed a good-fooking boy below 30 yrs.

from respectable R.C. Vellala family,

professionally qualified/P.G., for a fair
beautiful graduate girl {25 — 5'3"), only
daughter to her parents. Apply Box No. M9:
Clo. Madras Musings, 62/63 Greams Road,
Madras 600 006.

Wamed a groom from Thirunelvely Saiva
Vellala Piilai cammunity for a girl (24-154)
of the same community doing final year Post
Graduation in Computer Science & Auto-
mation and planning to go abroad for Higher
Studies. Reply to0: R.N.M.,- 61, 28th Cross
Street, Madras-600 080.

PERSONAL

OXFORD UNIVERSITY ALUMNI: If you are
an alumnus and wish 1o join a group of
alumni interested in getting together occa-
sionally, please contact the undersigned:
K R N MENON, Branch Secretary, The Oxford
Society, Arjay-Apex Centre, 24 College Road,
Madras-600 006. Tel: (O) 8278262,
(R) 8271582,

¢ Service minded' advertiser, 65 years old,

proficient in English, Tamil and Samskrt,
living near Kaliappa Hospital, R A Puram.
Willing to keep company/read to blind/finvalid
convalescent person. Two hours a day for
three days a week. Contact: Ranganathan at,
8279321.

Discover ze Place!

Ping-Pong under ze palm trees,
Rendez-vous at ze Bistro or
Just cool off in ze fun classrooms

Discover ze Lingo !

Hang Out!
Join Up At Once !
Summer Courses in April

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE DE MADRAS

40, College Rd, Madras-6. Ph: 8279803

Wanted a personal, educated, cultured and
decent friend for a lonely 32-year-old
male. Contact Box No. Pt Clo. Madras
Musings, 62/63 Greams Road, Madras
600 006.

RENTALS

Two bedroomed first floor of independent

bungalow in Anna Nagar East with car
park and all arnenities available for company,
bank lease. Contact: 6250288.

ewly constructed deluxe 3-bedroomed flat
in Anna Nagar East. Conlact: 6260289.

REAL ESTATE

For Sale: Two (2) Plots of land 2 grounds &
approximate 500 sq ft each at Madipakkam
Contact: Ph: B277945, 8278153.

SERVICES

For quality interiors and furniture on made-
to-order basis, please contact: Antaids.
Tel: 8265745, 8253766.

SITUATION VACANT

Wanted young energetic female business

promoters for promoting finance, chits
& service-oriented chemical business for
private limited companies. Contact Tel:
4831678 for appointments. Achuta Group,
85-87 Arcot Road, Vadapalani, Madras
600 026. Adjacent Ram Theatre.

TRANSLATION

ranslation: Indian/Foreign Languages:

Tel: 569481.

WANTED

Any ‘8’-cylinder petrol car pre-1949 model
wanted. Write details of make, model,
running/non-running and expected price to:
Ram, 11 Dr. Guruswami Mudaliar Road,
Chetput, Madras 600 031.

raun Mixie, 2-in-1, Camsera, Crockery,

Imported Kitchen Gadgets, Portable
Typewriler & Household iiems. Contact
P.V. Sudarsan Gupta. Ph. 8267799 (Res)
563438 (Off).

British Council Library
Recent Additions

Author Title
ALDER, H The right brain manager.
CLEGG, B Underground cable fault locaticn.
DEIGHTON, L Fighter.
EYRE,EM Mastering basic management. 2nd ed.
HARDMAN, D J Pollution: ecology & biotreatment.
HERRIOT, J Every living thing.
INGLIS, TJ J Microbiology.
JACOS8S,0LR Introduction to control theory. 2nd ed.
KARNEY, R A star danced: the life of Audrey Hepburn,
KEENAN, D Smith & Keenan's company faw for students. 9th ed.
LEADBETTER, D Faulls and fixes.
LISTER, A M Fundamentals of operating systems. 5th ed.
McCRERY, N Shoot.
MACHOVER, L The Alexander technique birth book.
MACPHERSON, G Highway & Transportation Engineering and Pianning.
MATTHEWS, B Multiple Sclerosis: the facts. 3rd ed.
MILLS, D Quality auditing.
MUIR, F The Walpole orange.
NORMAN, RO C Principles of organic synthesis. 3rd ed.
ROBERTS, M During mother’s absence.
SHAW, P Where the willow weep.
WHITFIELD, P The natural history of evolution.
WINDER, R Developing C+ + software. 2nd ed.

Now, MMM is not sure
whether that was the best way
to answer the young ones, but
the invitation to talk to them had
come soon after he had met a
Government Servant who had,
throughout an hour-long conver-
sation, kept insisting he was a
Government Servant and saw
his duty as only carrying out the
orders of the Government, no
matter how the Public felt about

any issue in question.

Tamil studies

here are few better Centres

for South Asian Studies than
the University of California's in
Berkeley. Established in 1973,
it offers degrees in Sanskrit,
Hindi, Urdu, Tamil and South
Asian Civilisations.

Three years ago, the Centre
got down to raising funds to en-
dow a Chair in Indian Studies
and so overwhelming was the
response of the Indo-American
community that the Chair is now
called The Indo-American Com-
munity Chair in Indian Studies.
Now it has launched a campaign
to collect funds for a Chair of
Tamil Studies.

$400,000 is the target, and
almost half of that was been col-
lected in the past year from
people who, The Man From
Madras Musings was amused to
find, are called ‘Tamil-
Americans’. These include
Indian Tamils, Shri Lankan
Tamils, Malaysian Tamils and
South African and Mauritian
Tamils, who are all quicker to
contribute to Chairs in America
than to anything in India which
doesn’t have something for
them.

Yes or No?

Will space scientist Abdul

Kalam accept an offer to be
the Vice-Chancellor of his own
university?

The word is that he is rather
keen to do so, if asked after his
retirement. But apparently
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
is equally keen to retain him as
his Space Science Adviser.

The Man From Madras
Musings understands that Cho

‘Ramaswamy was at his per-
suasive best — after getting
‘Kalam's consent to put forward

his name — and succeeded in
getting what was tantamount to
a unanimous ‘Yes' to the name
from the committee named by
Governor Channa Reddy to
identify a Vice-Chancellor for
Madras University. But The Man
From Madras Musings also
understands that there are those
in university circles who have
not exactly welcomed the
nomination.

A fear of greater discipline,
an upgrading of standards, get-
ting the staff to put in a greater
educational effort have all been
mentioned as possible reasons
for the fears of those not exactly
enthused over space scientist
Kalam. But the reason being
spelt out loudest is that he does
not have an academic doctorate.
Curiously,  those making the
most enthusiastic noises about
honorary doctorates have sud-
denly discovered a new import-
ance for academic doctorates.
Even more curious is the fact’
that few of these Doubting
Thomases seem to realise that
there is no academic in Tamil
Nadu, with or without doctor-
ates, who has achieved more in
science or contributed more to
Indian scientific achievement

than Mr Kalam. Genius does not

require academic honours.

The Man From Madras
Musings hopes that Kalam will
indeed arrive in Madras later.this
year as Vice-Chancellor of a
hallowed institution whose
tarnished name needs much
brightening and that he will also
make himself available to the
Prime Minister as one of his
Scientific Advisers.

In Brief

+ The Hindu Business Line not
only comes from a house re-
nowned for its printing, but also
has several family members of
the Board who are amongst the
leading printing experts in the
country. Which is why The Man
From ‘Madras Musings was
shocked to read, in what was an
apologia for cluttering up the
city’'s walls with posters, this
paragraph: ‘‘The legislation
instantly threw mnearly 2000
people out of jobs with the poster
printing presses going out of
business. Many of the units had
specialised machinery for print-
ing posters that could not be put
to any other use.”” While sym-
pathising with those thrown out
of jobs — or is it business? —
MMM is most curious to know
what these specialised machines
are? He's usually seen posters
printed on those same machines
textbooks and handbills are
printed on. With its background
of hitech printing, any journal in
The Hindu family should hang
its head in shame allowing it self
to be taken for a ride in such
fashion!

* There have, apparently, been
some threats to demolish some
churches in Tamil Nadu and
Pondicherry. Apparently a

t7

famed church in Pondicherry
had been vandalized. And the
Velankanni Church, to which
believers from all faiths flock,
has been threatened. What The
Man From Madras Musings finds
curious is that he had to find out
all about this from Delhi. It was
only after reports of questions in
Parliament had appeared in the
Madras press, together with
Central assurance that an
“Ayodhya-type situation will not
be allowed in Tamil Nadu'’, that
people in the state — and MMM
— caught up with the news. Pes-
haps that's adequate commen-
tary on much that was NOT
discussed:at arecent journalists’
workshop.

The church in question is the
Immaculate Conception Cathe-
dral, which the Hindu Munnani
claims was built on the site of the
Vedapuri Iswarar Temple de-
stroyed by the French in 1748.

MMM

NEW
ADVERTISEMENT

RATES
from April 16th

Display Advertising
(Cotumn Width - 4.25 cms)

Corporate - Rs. 80/- col.cm.
Retail outlels - Rs. 60/- col.cm.

Classified (Smalls)

Rs. 40 for every four lines or part
thereof OR Rs. 100 for every
four fines or part thereof for three
issues

Display Smalls
4 cms x 1 column, Text only
Rs. 200/, OR Rs. 500/ for three

issues
All cheques to be made

out to M/s. Lokavani Hall
Mark Press Pvt. Ltd.
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% If you think the DGP’s Office

should be conserved and the new
Police headquarters integrated
with it or built elsewhere,

* If you think Madras should get a

Heritage Act,

Write to

INTACH Tamil Nadu Regional Chapter
G3, No. 6, Urur Olcott Road,
Besant Nagar, Madras - 600 090.

Space donated by

TAMARAI MILLS LIMITED

CALLING ALL STUDENTS, HOUSEWIVES
AND RETIRED PERSONS

PART TIME/FULL TIME CAREER GROWTH.
FLEXIBLE TIMINGS, UNCONVENTIONAL BENEFITS.
EARN MORE THAN Rs. 3000 PAM.
ACT NOW — CALL: TIME-LIFE
CONTACT:
Mrs. KAMAKSHI/SUMATI. S.
L.B. Publishers & Distributors (Madras) Pvt Ltd.,
VIC, Eldorado, 112 Nungambakkam High Road,
Madras-600 034. Phone: 8274373, 8274058.

between 10 AM & 5 PM
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’I‘he Corporation of Madras, on the

advice of the FAQ's Bay of Bengal
Programme, built a modem fish markel
in 1990 in Besant Nagar to satisfy the
requirements of the fish vendors of the
Elliot's Beach area, Built at a cost of
Rs. 4.5 lakhs near the Bus Terminus,
this well-planned market has 80 stalls.
But only 40 stalls are occupied — by
the Urur Olcott Kuppam fisherwomen.

The efforts of the Corporation to
let out the other 40 stalls have proved
in vain. The Odai Kuppam fish
vendors, who were meant {o rent these
stalls, prefer the high road even after
the Corporation bifurcated the fish
market with a partition wall and a
separale gate to avoid local friction.

The Odai Kuppam fisherwomen
had earlier given a written assurance

- that they would shift to the fish market

once it was established, but now they
are refusing to move lo this marke
place, despite a court order instructing
the Corporation to work out*a viable
scheme.

Till such a seltlement is worked out,
the 40 fisherwomen of the Odai
Kuppam hamlet will continug to sell
fish on the roadside at VIl Avenue, in
Besant Nagar. The fish is sold in an
unhygienic manner and the encroach-
ment is a traffic hazard and hindrance
to the free flow of traffic on a busy and
crowded bus route. People are forced

to walk on the road and, nol long ago,

a fatal road accident had taken place
here.

The High Court's instructions were:
“The Madras Corporation is directed
to solve the problem in a fair and
equitable manner. It is not enough lo
direct the petitioners (vendors) to move
into the newly built fish market. The
Corporation authorities are directed to
look into the realities of the issue and
to formulate a scheme taking inlo
account the relationship between the
various Kuppam people, to satisfy all
quarlers withou! causing any traffic
hindrance or health hazard lo the
residents of the locality”".

M.S. Balakrishna

Secrelary

Besant Nagar Residents Forum

M 65/2 Seventh Avenue,

Madras 600 010.

Editor’s Note: Perhaps there is need

for a Solomon 1o deliver judgement

again on how the firs! order should be
implemented.

Problems earlier too

It appears lhat the problems of Madras,
highlighted in MM, go back quite a way.
The Golden Oriole by Raleigh
Trevelyan describes the arrival in Madras
of Sir Charles Trevelyan — Govemor
1859-60: *“Charles at once applied himself
{o the two things on which he was a past
if not nolorious expert: the eradication of
inefficiency and patronage. Within four days
of his arrival he had pro-tuced a Minute on
the former. There were also instant sackings...
(he) had come down on them (the ineffi-
cient) like a hawk on a flock of pigeons...
The other three most pressing matters al
Madras, he decided, were waler supplies,
sanilation and sewage".
There are differences now, of course.
There are no sackings now, either instant

or delayed. And the inefficient are the
hawks, the general public being the pigeons.

Lt. Gen. I S Gill
31 South Bank Road {Madras 600 028.

De-congesting the city

When publishing my recommendation

for an underground railway system

for Madras (MM, Sept. 16, 1993) you

threw the suggestion open for discussion.

Nol a faint ripple is noticeable. If lack

of comment is sequel'to a study of the issue,
il is comment enough.

In the circumstances, | am discouraged
from elaborating on the need for functional
conurbations. The construction of the broad
gauge railway line from Karur to Dindigul
afforded an opportunity for removing
administrative-function offices from Madras,
Jeaving it lo develop as a commercial-indus-
trial complex. Other stales are not averse
to utilising the funds and incentives released
by the abandoning of the Greater Delhi
project.

The cilizen must be congratulated for
having achieved the perfect mix.

M B Sarangapani
708, 47 Cross Road V Block, Jayanagar
Bangalore 560 041.

Is it correct?
¢ 6 T he latest addition lo the ever
growing list s the Khumbhat Trophy
launched by the house of Khumbhats at a
cost of Rs. 3 lakhs". (MM March 1-19).
I've just pinched this senience from your
tabloid 1o drive home a point. In fact, many
people make this mistake of saying ‘lakhs’,
instead of lakh. To the best of my know-
ledge, it should be Rs. 3 lakh, nol lakhs,
Do we say Rs. 3 hundreds or Rs. 3 thou-
sands? The same is the case for ‘crore’.
Do comrect me if I'm wrong.
Sanjay Pinto
“Pinto Villa" 39 L D G Street
Little Mount, Madras 600 015.
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The clean, airy Besant Nagar fish market that stil

e

St
| has
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40 stalls vacant. This Corporation

markel was built on the advice of the FAO-Bay of Bengal Programme.
The lish ‘market” on Seventh Avenue, Besant Nagar, still popular with the public despite
the unsanitary conditions. lts roadside convenience, being near a bus-slop, & a major aftraction.

(Photographs by V'S RAGHAVAN),

will if continue

to be

the mixture as before?

he broad conclusion arrived at after

walching the proceedings of the
Tamil Nadu Assembly, which began its
sittings on March 15th, is thal it was the
mix{ure as before. Shoutings, assault,
walk-outs, eviction and just a little calm
in-between were all there. Disinteresled
observers are now beginning to wonder
whether there will be anything different
in the fevered weeks ahead.

Belying all expectations, there was
calm on the first day, when the
Govemor, Dr. Channa Reddy, address-
ed the session. Both the Govemor and
Chief Minister Jayalalitha, who have
been avoiding each other these past few
weeks, avoided eye-contact this time.
But there was no disregard of con-
vention or political propriety. This
politeness, however, was only the calm
belore the storm.

A 30-minute show-stopping per-
lormance came during Zero Hour
when former Minister and expelled
AIADMK member G. Viswanathan
was allegedly pushed by independent
member R. Tamaraikanni, as the
former joined several Congress (1)
members 1o raise an issue. Protests from
the Congress (1} were swilt and two of
them who rushed towards the gesti-
culating duo were pulled up by Speaker
R Muthiah and subsequently evicted.
The first Congress (1) walk-out of the

day, and the session itself, followed. on.

Sherift

(Continued from P 1)

attention was drawn to the
pollution level in the Adyar
River at a recent meeting. He
immediately promised to orga-
nise a seminar on the topic to
suggest corrective measures,
with the State Industries
Minister as one of the parti-
cipants.

Has he listed out his prio-
rities as a Sheriff? *‘I haven't had
time to make a list, though many
have advised me to do so. But |
am concentrating on community
problems and on preventing
pollution of the Adyar River,” he
said, explaining that, as Sheriff,
his role would mainly be that of
a coordinator of different
agencies.

Talking about the preser-
vation of historical buildings in
the city and the necessity of a
Heritage Act, Dr Chockalingam
said, “‘Only after reading
Bombay's Heritage Act, will I be
able to submit my recommen-
dations to the Government''. I
this connection, he has written
to the Sheriff of Bombay to send
him a copy of the Act. “‘My per-
sonal opinion is that the DGP’s
Office building should not be
touched at all and the new
complex should be built around
it”. He promised to organise a
meeting bringing together the
different agencies to thrash out
the issue.

As for the construction of a
memorial for Dr Ambedkar in
Adyar, the Sheriff favours
abiding by the High Court
judgement.

The new Sheriff hopes that
“‘the days of the friendly neigh-
bourhood policeman, who knew
the people livingin his locality,
would return”. He also feels
residents’ associations could
form security squads for their
localities.

When this correspondent
recalled the Madras Corpo-
ration’s drive to- dismantle
nameboards, lights etc in shops
jutting into the pavements ten
years ago, the Sheriff remarked,
‘“Fven now, the Corporation
authorities are empowered to
take such action”’. The Sheriff is
in favour of levying a fee on
people who use the pavements/
roads. to dump construction
material.

Will not his active public life
to redress the people’s grievances
interfere with the duties of an
MLA/MP? The new Sheriff
smiled, *'If my work reminds an
MLA/MP of hit/her duties, then
I am happy'’. He agrees that the
Sheriff's office is now being
taken note of by everyone.
““Everybody should say the
Sheriff is busy and does a lot of
work. Only then will people
listen to him,"" he remarked.

the lead given by S R Balasubra-
maniam. Viswanathan and Alagu
Tirunavukkarasu also left the House.
After their retum later, the House again
witnessed frayed tempers with Congress
(1)'s S Alagiri insisting on a point and
the Speaker objecling to his gestures.
This led to Alagiri’s eviction, where
upon the Congress () members walked
oul and stayed oul.

The row on the third day was over
the seats to be allotted to three
unatiached members who, incidentally,

The View from

Fort St. George

by R.K.K.

happen to be former Ministers too —
K Rajaram, G Viswanathan and Alagu
Tirunavukkarasu. Opposition leader
Balasubramanian wanted them to be

seated in the froni row. When he’

quoted Kaul and Shakder to point out
that individual seniority of members
should be the criterion for seating
arangements, Chiel Minister Jayalalitha
intervened 1o say it was only recom-
mendatory and nol mandalory.

Speaker Muthiah said the three had
wrillen lo him seeking recognition as
the 'MGR Manrams Legislature
Group'. But the rules did not allow this.
Co-operation Minister C P Pattabhi-
raman said that the three had attracted
the provisions of the anti-defection law
and, hence, they should be disqualified
as members. The Speaker said if there
were represeniations in this regard, he
would look into il.

The fourth day’s walk-oul was by
G Viswanathan in protest against the.
Speaker denying him an opportunity
fo raise an issue.

The signals from the Assembly so
far, when translated, would mean that
confrontations are ahead, reflecting the
present mood of the Congress (1) and.
the AIADMK who were one-time allies
bul who are now expected to be at
each other’s throats in the coming by-
elections lo the Assembly from the
Mylapore and Perundurai consti-
luencies.

During discussions, one of the
points raised by Congress (I) member
V K Lakshmanan was of the bad image
of the polilician in some films. Sharply
reloried the Chief Minister that the
member should raise his plea with the
Central Government, which was in
charge of censorship. Chiel Minister
Jayalalitha seems to have come a long
way from her ‘freshman’ days in the
House, judging from the confidence
with which she handles frying
situations, though it is evident that, so
far, it has nol been an entirely
enjoyable experience for her.

She told the Assembly that Tamil
Nadu has not lost to Kamataka the
chance for the Indo-Singapore comidor,
as was being alleged. A co-promater
for the comidor, fo be sited near
Madras, is to be finalised shortly. She
also made these other points: There has
been no slackening in the drive against
the sandalwood smuggler Veerappan.
No one is being harassed, in this
connection. She welcomed the Centre’s
liberalised policy since it would
encourage new industrial investment;
but she had raservations, as it would
hit the poor. The Veeranam scheme
would be completed by 1995 end.

— V JAGANNATHAN

About the lecture

it to a Western audience.

Within the general context of the representation of Indian literature in the West, the
question of the transation of the “voice” has 2 primary importance. Despite their historical
connection as fellow-members of the Indo-European family tree, (North) Indian languages
and English have developed under such different cultural circumstances that the literary |
norms of one are often quite alien in spirit 10 the other. Since translation necessarily involves
inferpretation, there is infinite scope for the manipulation of the original in retefiing (or retailing)

~ Dr Snell will, in the lecture, look at some of the choices that have been made in this
process, and ask to what extent i is necessary, possible or desirable for the translator to
adjust his idiom in order to make a text accessible to a new readership.

British Deputy High Commission l

British Council Division

cordially invites you to a lecture

Antiquity Preserved: Finding a Modern Voice
For Traditional Indian Literature
by

Dr Rupert Snell

Head, Department of the Languages and Cultures of South Asia,
SOAS, University of London

Thursday, April 7, 1994 at 6.30 pm
at the British Council, 737 Anna Salai, Madras 600 002.

All are welcome
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THE OLD...

This fortnight’s OLD and NE
of the most striking modern landmarks in the city, which,:
Teresa and MGR, is kept in such a sorry state th
V S RAGHAVAN’s photographs of its sad neglect are accompanie
HIRAMALINI SESHADRI and your Editor’s request that Dr Chockalingam, who is

el THE NEW

W adopts yet another format. THE OLD features one
despite the blessings of Mother
at it is fast becoming a disgrace {0 Madras.
d by an appeal by

e e IR RS

etermined to be a ‘‘people’s Sheriff
all concerned that the city is not only SOME of the people but ALL the people.

upkeep of Valluvar Kottam and reminds

»* ensures the

THE NEW, on the other hand, written about here, is yet another memorial to Saint

Thiruvalluvar — like Valluvar Kottam. Only, it is coming up at Land’s End — or, us Geoffrey
Moorhouse would have it, India’s beginning. As it rises from what from afar might seem
the very sea, it should serve as a reminder that both the sea and memorials remain over the
years, only Man forgets. It is to be hoped, especially as neither Man nor Governments last
forever, that the NEW does not suffer the same fate of the OLD.

Ty

e

The Vivekananda Rock and the nearer-to-shore Minor Rock on which

.the gian! Thiruvalluvar slatue will come up

(By A Special Correspondent)
he sea off Kanniyakumari, the
southernmost tip of India, has, for

some reason, always.inspired grand

creative gestures. Work on the latest
is underway and when it comes up on

Minor Rock just a short distance from

the Vivekananda Memorial, it will be

a mind-boggling 133-foot tall stone

memorial to the Tamil poet-sage Thiru-

valluvar. At that height, the giant statue
will  be much taller than the Taj

Mahal and will rival the Statue of

Liberty in the USA.

Commissioned by the Government
of Tamil Nadu, the Rs. 350 crore
project is to be completed in 1995. A
team of 200 of South India’s best stone
workers, headed by famed Tamil
sculptor V Ganapathi Sthapathi (who
got the project in a four-way design
competition set by the State Govern-
ment in 1990) is at workal three sites

— Kannivakumari, Ambasamudram

——

A model of the Thiruvalluvar statue to
be erected at Kanniyakumari

and Sholanganallur — o complete the
slatue and its pedestal.

Ganapathi Sthapathi is used fo
working on a massive scale — in 1976,
he designed and erected Valluvar
Kotlam in Madras, a memorial to
Thiruvalluvar, with a massive stone
chariot. A few years ago he erected a

W .

‘]

|

Master crafisman Ganapathi Sthapathi and a skelch of the Thiruvalluvar staluce o be

crecled off Kannivakumari

giant statue of Buddha in Bihar. Now
comes his biggest challenge.

The Thiruvalluvar statue project is
not a new one. It was proposed in the
1970s by Eknath Ranade who was
instrumental in erecting the Vive-
kananda Memorial. A plan for the
statue project was given the then DMK
government. The plan, scrutinised by
successive AIADMK govenments, was
finally approved when the DMK
government came {0 power again.
Construction then began, and is now
being pushed forward by Chief Minister
Jayalalitha.

The statue of Thiruvalluvar will
have the poetsage in a slanding
posture, with his right hand held up,
palm outwards and three fingers ex-
tended 1o indicate the three subjects
dealt with in the Thirukkural,
Righteousness, Wealth and Pleasure.
The lefl hand holds a ten-foot long
palm leal manuscript of the Thiruk-
kural. The stalue is proportioned in the
scale considered ideal in Indian
sculpture — the body is nine limes the
length of the face, hair piled on the
head is five feet high, half the length
of the face. The right leg is flexed lightly
to provide a graceful posture.

The Thiruvalluvar monument will
comprise a 95-foot slatue and a 38-foot
pedestal. According to Ganapati Stha-
pathi, the pedestal’s 38 feet represent
the 38 chaplers on dharma (righteous-
ness) in the Thirukkural, while the
statue represents the 95 chaplers on
artha (wealll). and kama (pleasure).
Wealth and pleasure will be sought on
the solid foundation of righteousness.
The pedestal is being carved in Amba-
samudram and Kanniyakumari. Work
on the stalue is being done in Sholanga-
nallur where Ganapathi Sthapathi's
brick and mortar replications in Madras,
of every stone, are duplicated in granile.

The entire struclure is being made
of hundreds of individual slones, none
of which weighs more than five tons.
The statue is hollow inside and a inner
staircase will allow access to the eye
level of the statue. However, ordinary
visitors will not be allowed up 1o this
height. They will have 1o be content
to climb to the top of the pedestal and
circumambulate the slatue.

Ganapathi Sthapathi infends to
have samples of every possible
expression of the stonecarver's craft in
the structure. Thus, there will be
fattices, bells, chains, doors and hinges,
all in stone. There will be unique
statuary, like stone lions with balls
inside their mouths, musical pillars
tapping which will produce musical

—(Continued on P5)
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The faded ratham and the taltered thoranams (above) of Valluvar Kottam which, in
some cases, are down o their skeletons. Below left, the weatherbeaten walls of the memorial
and, below right, the plaque that commemorates Mother Teresa's and MGR's blessings.
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d a memoria
forqotten

have kept alive the bard’s

Ehave a question to ask. If the
memory in a manner that

Government cannot properly

maintain the structures it builds,  cement and mortar can never
why erect them in the first  match...

place? Take the Valluvar Kottam, Another example of abject
for instance, which was osten-  neglect is the stretch of buildings
sibly built to perpetuate the on prime land between WCCand

memory of the great Thiru-
valluvar. But so very shabbily do
we honour him! The paint and
plaster are peeling off in many
places; the compound is littered
with rubbish; the walls are
covered with graffiti and, as if to
highlight the state of affairs, the
gigantic thoranams hanging
from the concrete ratham are
faded, jaded and down to their
bamboo skeletons. Thiru-
valluvar, watching this from the
other world, must be shaking his

the DP!'s office on College Road.
This includes the Literary
Society Library as well. While
the buildings themselves are
examples of beautiful colonial
red sandstone architecture, their
state of decay is a reflection of
our times. The priceless rose-
wood doors and windows are
grimy; the floors are filthy;
layers of dust and cobwebs grace
the interiors. Stray dogs, waste
paper and unswept dry leaves
complete the picture of neglect
outside. The Cooum side of the

1. Human being, 6 feet.

4, Saint Tiruvalluvar, Kanya Kumari, India.
Stone, 133 feet, built 1995.

5.Boeing 727 jet aitliner.

Metal, length 133 feet, wing span 108 feet.

6. Statue of Liberty, New York, USA.
Metal, statue only {shown), 151 feet,

7. Leaning Tower of Pisa, ltaly.
Stone, 185 feet, built 1174cz. 1

2. Jain Saint Gomatesvara, Mysore, India. Stone, 57 feet, carved 984ct.
3. The Taj Mahal, india. Stone, 130 feet, built 1643ct.

(pedestal 154 feet high, total 305 feet), built 1886¢e.

How the Tiruvalluvar Statue Measures Up

200 Feet
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head in disgust.

How much nicer it would
have been if they had developed
a beautiful well-maintained
garden in his memory instead of
wasting lakhs on creating such
a concrete monstrosity. The
money would have kept the
garden going for decades and
given employment to so many
gardeners; the over-built-up
T'Nagar-Nungambakkam inter-
face would have got a badly

compounds is an unofficial
urinal-cum-lav. In the after-
noons, youngsters gamble at
cards under the trees; some
office-goers eat their lunches on
the verandahs, leaving the floor
grubby with left-over rice,
kariveppalais and so on. What a
contrast the ~well-maintained
Shankar Netralaya just across
the road and adjacent WCC
provide!

(Continued on P5)

required lung; and the fragrance

of a thousand flowers would
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“Qur life is frittered away by
detail... Simplify, simplify.”

The Madras Stock Exchange seems to

have taken Henry David Thoreau's
philosophy to heart and the truth, that
the present system of deliveries resuls
in physical cross-deliveries, seems to
have dawned on it. Effective March
99nd, it has introduced a concept called
‘nelling’ of deliveries in five scrips.

A simple illustration of a hypo-
thetical case is all we need to gel across
the concept. Normally, if ‘A" broker
had sold 10,000 ICICI to ‘B" broker,
and had purchased 10,000 ICICI from
‘C’ broker, then ‘C’ would deliver the
documents fo ‘A", who would, in turn,
deliver the same to ‘B’. The price differ-
ential, or lhe difference belween A’s
purchase and sale, would be his gdin
or loss. In ‘nelting’, however, ‘A’
would nol receive any shares for
delivery. Unless he specifically asks for
delivery, the transaction would be
‘netled’ out belween his purchases and
sales.

The five iucky scrips on which
MSE is slipulating-‘neliing of deliveries’
every Monday are ICICl, Nagarjuna
Fertilisers, L & T, Reliance Industries
and UT! Mastergain. In the case of
these scrips, brokers will have to in-
dicate to the Exchange, two days prior

to ‘nelting’, that is, on Saturday, their

delivery commitment to clients so that
such delivery can be specifically
acquired by them and ‘nelting’ can be
done on the balance.

Good things, it is said, when short,
are lwice as good. And delivery, when
‘netled’, is no exception. It will simplify
the delivery procedure for the brokers.
During the whole course of a week,
clients can buy and sell and take
advantage of the difference in prices.
If the purchase and sale of a particular
scrip is completed in the same weck,
the chances are that delivery will not
be effected, thus enabling clients fo
merely collect or foot the gains or losses
at the end of a transaction.

There is always a perfect way of
doing things, be it to even boil an egg.
Therelore, for scrips other than the five
mentioned above, the delivery will be
every Thursday as against twice a week
so far. This connoles less burden on
the brokers and jobbers, who now
have a whole week to effect deliveries.
This, too, should add impetus o the
volumes in the market. This overhaul

will work hand in hand with a special
compuler software designed for the

purpose.

‘Nelling', in the five scrips on the
MSE, is in the nature of testing the

walers and the facility will obviously
be extended to other scrips oo, once
the experimentalion process proves
worthwhile. It should prove worth-
while, considering that ‘netling’ of
deliveries at the Coimbatore Stock
Fxchange. has been going on for quile
some time now and is, reportedly.
functioning smoothly.

eﬂing |

Foliowing are three good buys for
the fortnight:

Agro Dutch Foods (CMP:
Rs. 20.00): It has set up @ 100 per cent’
FOU to export canned white button mush-
rooms. The plant has a capacity of 3500
tpa and Agro Duich has technical and
marketing supporl from Dalcem Veciap,
Netherlands. Agro Dulch saves a consider-
able amount on transport, as the raw
materials are abundantly available in the
Puniab. It achieved a yield of 28 kg/m® in
trial runs and hopes to net 30 kg when
production stabilises. For 1994-95. it envis-
ages an EPS of Rs. 5.29, based on an yield
of 24 kg/m?. If able to do better than
eslimates, an EPS of Rs. 6.90 is likely,
which will support Rs. 65 at the time of
results. Prices show signs of arresting the
downtrend. Buy.

Flower and Tissue India (CMP:
Rs. 16.25): Mower and Tissue India Lid.
(L) is a 100 per cent EOU set up at 3
cost of Rs. 6.10 ¢r for mass production of
plants by fissue culture process. It has a
capacity to propagate .20 million plants p.a.
"Though the promoters lack experience in this
line. ITIL enjovs the advantage of good

technology as well as an assured markel.
The collaborator, Cutliss Holland BV,
Holland, is Furope’s largest producer of
plants and produces 104 varielies. It has
agreed 1o lift the entire production for the
first three years (renewable later) and will
supply the stock material free of cost. IFCI's
projections indicate a tumover and PAT of
Rs. 0.95 cr and Rs. 0.23 cr respectively
for March 1994. These are expected to be
Rs. 3.42 o and Rs. 1.17 o for March
1995. The EPS for 1994-95, based on ths,
will be Rs. 2.12. Considering its low import
and high export-intensive nature, the scrip
holds potential for gains. Prices are moving
sideways in a narow band of Rs. 17 and
Rs. 19 after testing the low at Rs. 15. Buy.

Premier Instruments & Controls
(CMP: Rs. 134.00): The Company manu-
factures dashboard instruments and defence
instruments..lt has performed well in spite
of recession in the automobile industry in
the recen} past. It obtained ISO 9001 in
1992-93, which should help in improving
exports, which currently constitute 14% of
its sales. The results for the half year ended
September 1993 indicates 611% increase
in PAT for a 32% increase in sales over the
comesponding period the previous year. We
estimale a price of Rs. 160 and Rs. 210
for 199394 and 1994-95 respectively. The
price may go.up further if.a bonus gets
declared, as the reserves are already
substantial. Prices are in uptrend and moving
indecisively. Buy with a stop loss al Rs. 110.

K. Gopalakrishnan.

(Continued from P4)

The cause of the problem is
obvious, The concerned autho-
rities are simply not capable of
maintaining these buildings and
their compounds. The solution is
equally obvious. Hand over their
maintenance to people who can
do it. These are days of privati-
sation. The authorities could
open the maintenance of these
buildings and surrounding
gardens to corporate companies,
even perhaps throwing in an
incentive like tax-exemption on
money thus spent. Even without
that, ] am sure that, in return for
the high profile advertising
opportunity they get on prime
city-centre land, companies
would be more than willing to
sponsor such activity; it is only
fitting that Madras companies do
such a service to the city and
help make it that much greener,
cleaner and healthier. A fine
example of such Corporate-
Corporation co-operation is the
Anna Nagar Tower park. Main-
tained by the M R F, it is a
haven for children, Surely the
same policy could be extended to
other areas.

Then there is the Museum
Theatre, the Museum itself and
Public Library. All are fine
examples of Indo-Saracenic
architecture set in spacious but
totally neglected surroundings.
Now that landscaping has
become an accepled part of
modern Indian architecture and,
since Madras is home to some of
India's finest landscaping

experts, should we not cash in
~ on the situation? Why not allow
these professional landscapers to
advertise their work by showing
their talents on these spacious
grounds? It will be welcome
visual publicity for them and it
will take us one step further in
the greening of Madras. The
powers that be must allow the
private and corporate sectors to
step in and fill these voids;
waiting for such time as when
the P.W.D. will learn land-
scaping would be utterly foolish.
Just as Doordarshan allows
companies to sponsor pro-

The forgotten monument...

grammes, let us allow Madras
companies to sponsor gardens
and parks in public places. So
far, strangely, only traffic
roundabouts have been given to
various sponsors. If we set about
it seriously enough, by 2000 AD
we will surely be able to do a
Bangalore on Madras.

To ensure proper main-
tenance of our public buildings,
parks and gardens, we need to
have an Aesthetics Maintenance
Committee. We are lucky to
have a Chief Minister with
impeccable aesthetic sease. The
CM should lead the committee;

the PWD Minister, Sheriff of
Madras, professional landscape
architects, heavy weights of the
Madras Corporate world and the
MMM, 1 suggest, be members,
The MMM could contribute by
identifying and highlighting
areas crying for attention.

As we enier the 21st
Century, let us learn not only to
create things of beauty, but to
maintain them as well. May
“Keep Madras Beautiful”’ be our
slogan! Madame Chief Minister,
I hope you are reading this.

— Hiramalini Seshadri

..and the masterpiece ahead

(Continued from P4}

notes, a fine sunshade whitlled down
from ten tons of stone to one ton will
project seven feet fromalpillar,and a
fabulous vali with ~ serpent  head,
elephant trunk and tiger legs and tail.
Obviously the statue will have many
wonders for the tourist. As Ganapathi
Sthapathi puts it, “What is normaly
possible only in wood, is being
rendered here in slone”’.

The 200 feet long Minor Rock is
being levelled to 30 feet above sea
level, to réceive the stalue. The levelling
is being done innovatively bv the Tamil
Nadu State Construction Corporation.
Dynamile is not being used as it might
weaken the rock. Instead, apart from
the traditional chisel and hammer, a

chemical powder is applied ic cracks
in the rock — when welted, the
chemical expands forcefully and breaks
the rock.

Both fraditional methods and
modern engineering techniques will be
used {o assemble and install the statue.
The real test will be the actual instal-
lation, by hauling and assembling the
parts o Minor Rock. As each tier of
the edifice is assembled, sand will be
poured inside and outside that section.
When the whole statue is assembled,
the sand will be removed, along with
a stone retaining wall built around the
pedestal. This is said to be the
traditional method of building tall, stone
structures.

The Thiruvaliuvar slatue is expect-
ed to be able 1o withstand any on-
slaught by natural elements, including
cyclones. While salt in the air nomnally
causes some deterioration of rock sur-
faces, it is felt that the particular kind
of granite used for this statue wil
withstand salinity better. The insides of
the statue will, however, have to be
washed periodically to remove coatings
of salt (the outside is likely to be washed
by rain).

Asked by Chiel Minister Jayalalitha
how long the statue would last, Gana-
pathi Sthapathi is reported to have
replied that it would stand for at least
1330 years, the number of verses in
the Thirukkural!
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Cowputinsed
all pewnts.

“How can [ tell vou NOW...
it’s afl in the computer! Come next
week !

Bassett, Glenn A.

Cimbala, Stephen J.

Edited by Steven L. Goldman

Ethics and Public Administration:
Bureaucracies, Public Administration and Public Policy.
Edited by H. George Frederickson
M.E. Sharpe, Inc. ¢1993. (172.2 ETH)

AMERICAN CENTER LIBRARY
Gemini Circle, Mount Road, Madras 600 006. Tel: 8273040.

NOTABLE BOOKS OF THE MONTH

The Novel in the Americas.

Operations Management for Service Industries:
Competing in the Service Era.
Quorum Books. c1992. (658 BAS)

Edited by Raymond Leslie Williams
The University Press of Colorado. ¢1992. (809.3 NOV)

Technology for the Common Good.

U.S. Nuclear Strategy in the New World Order:
Backward Glances, Forward Looks.
Paragon House. ¢1993. (355.825119 CIM)

Competitiveness and American Society.

Lehigh University Press. c1993. (366.6048 COM)

Ediled by Michael Shuman & Julia Sweig.
Institute for Policy Studies. c1993. (338.064 TEC)

Top Secrets: Screenwriting
Compiled by Jurgen Wolif and Kerry Cox
Lone Eagle Publishing Company. ¢1993. (808.23 TOP)

Wolfe, John R.

The Coming Health Crisis: Who will Pay tor Care for the Aged in the
21st Century?
The University of Chicago Press. c1993. (368.382 WOL)

Till April 8: “The Product-Testing of
Hearth and Home". Recent German
Films for the New Generation. A selection
by voung German film-makers will be
screened at the Film  Chamber of
Commerce at 6.45 pm. each day. Entry
passes for members and friends of MMB
and members of FFSI.

April 4: Laurin. Dir.: Robert Sigl
April 5: Uberall ist es besser, wo wir
nicht sind (Everywhere it’s Better, where
We Aren't). Dir.: Michael Klier,
April 6: Franta. Dir.: Mathias Allary
April 7: Wedding. Dir.: Heiko Schier
April 8: Molivsuche (Molifs and
Motives). Dir.: Dietmar Hochmuth

Till April 16: Paintings by Nataraj of
Bangalore at the Sakshi Gallery, i
Khader Nawaz Khan Road. Nataraj's pre-
occupation is with people at work, their
muscles flexed and in good shape,
straining but not crushed or beaten. There
is light and Fiope and a touch of welcome
whimsy in his "hugely” peopled canvases.
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A cap marked
Head

Once again a Madras City high

achiever bags a proud All-India
first. The ‘Varkey Award’ for ‘The Best
Head of Institution has been awarded
to } D Johnson, Principal of the State
Bank Officers Association High School
and Junior College in Anna Nagar.

Instituted as a salule and mark of
recognition to the best heads of
educational institutions who are steering
and shaping school education in India,
the Varkey Award is the brainchild of
an NRI group which runs schools in
UAE, UK and India. The awardee is
chosen from amongst the cream of
school heads, by a panel of eminent
judges, and, if it might be said, the cap
fits the ‘Head' of none more deservedly
than that of Johnson — educationist,
teacher par excellence and pragmatic
philosopher whose serene demeanour
belies a fierce passion fo improve the
students” all-round concems. To
Johnson, “everything is possible™ in a
vocalion which is not so much a cold
profession as a ‘“lifetime’s
commitment...” _

As 1 enter his room a bright poster
catches my eye. It says:

“A winner always has a plan,
A winner says it's different but
it is possible”.
What makes him a winner — of
the Varkey Award as well? “ believe

in positive thinking, that everything is
‘possible’, given the tremendous htiman
resources | work with — teachers,
parents, students, the management”.
Apparently his philosophy, attitude and
approaches have worked wonders.
Under his helmsmanship as Principal
of SBOA School and College since its
inceplion in 1981, the institution had
shown a tremendous growth graph,
with 4,000 children on the rolls today
(plus 3,000 in the branch SBOA
Malriculation school}, a 100 per cent
success rate in the CBSE exams in the
past 11 years with many All-India

&

rankers and prospective lIT sludents,
National and State level sportsmen with
one Junior Gold Medallist in High
Jump, Stale-level cricketers, elc, efc.
This, coupled with not one disciplinary
case amongst the students in the
school’s life, must surely make Johnscn
a wonder ‘Head’. A suggestion he
brushes off with “how much more
remains lo be done”, and the inirin-
sically “greal human resource material”
he works with.

“There is no doubt about the
calibre of the studenis — it is great. We
have to deviate [rom ‘Mass Education’
to ‘Individual Education’ which should
be need- and aplitude-based. | feel
that we should veer towards student-

o by
PUSHPA CHARI

cenlred rather than teacher-centred
education. We should also accent the
difference in achievement and allitude
of each child and work out a diversified
programme rather than the rigidity of
approach which characterises school
education in India today. | also believe
in talking to and ‘telling’ studenis. In
fact, an ILO study shows that ‘telling’

‘best’ fits

achieves 5 per cent results — [ am
happy with that 5 per cent!”

As a teacher, whal has been his
greatest strength? *'I heard a remark al
a recent workshop that a leacher is a
learner throughout his life. | think I too
have remained a leamer throughout my
lile and that has been my grealest
joy..."

The Varkey Award is but another
milestone in the rewarding journey of
teaching which Johnson began
29 years ago as a primary teacher in
Bargur. Coming to Madras to do his
post-graduation in history, he joined
St Mary's School as a teacher and soon
rose to become Vice-Principal there. He

joined SBOA School as Principal in .

1981, and under his efficien!, humane
and erudite stewardship the school has
won many laurels, now capped by the
honour of having as its Principal the
‘Best Head of Institution’ in India. How
did he feel when he gol the award?
"] felt a sense of inadequacy, but also
one of gratilude.  feel there is so much
more lo be done lo motivate and
inspire the teachers lo, in furn, inspire
their students, as well as to win awards
for themselves. We have excellent
teachers, infrastructure, parents and a
body of disciplined and eager students.
| wanl to help improve all their overall
concerns in this ongoing journey of
lifelong commitment..."

elicious Mushroom Pulao. Serve

with the unusual Mince Meal
Methi Curry. Have you ever made
channa with used teas bags? Try the
unbelievable Sour Kabuli Channa.
Serve also the lightly fried Dry Cabbage
with Peas.

MINCE MEAT
METHI CURRY

250 ¢ minced meat, cleaned and
washed
2 small bunches methi leaves,
chopped fine
3 tomaloes, chopped fine
2 medium-sized onions, chopped fine
1" piece ginger ) ground lo
4 or 5 pods garlic a paste
1-2 tsp chilli powder
1-2 tsp dhaniya powder
%2 tsp turmeric powder

Garam Masala

Bay leal, cloves and saun/ 1 isp coarsely
powdered
1 sprig curry leaves
2-3 tbs coriander and mint Jeaves
2 tbs gingelly oil
Salt 1o taste

Method

Put the minced meal, methi leaves,
chopped onions, tomatoes, ginger-garlic
pasle, chilli powder, dhaniya powder,
furmeric powder, mint and coriander
leaves in a heavy pan. Add salt and
a little water. Boil till the minced meat
is cooked. Tumn off the heat.

Heat the oil and add the garam
masala and curry leaves. Add the
minced meat, cook on a low fire till
the desired consistency is reached —
either dry or with a little gravy. Serve
with_mushroom pulao.

Mrs P Raghupathy
MUSHROOM PULAO

1 cup basmali rice, soaked in waler
for %2 hour and drained

2 cups mushrooms, chopped

2 tbs ghee

1 bay leaf
1" piece cinnamon stick

4 cardamoms

2 cloves

2 large onions, chopped fine

Salt 1o taste

Method .
Heal ghee. Add the bay leal,

cinnamon stick, cardamoms and
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cloves. Add the chopped cnions and
fry for a minute or two.

Add the chopped mushrooms. Fry
for about 5 minutes. Add the drained
rice and fry for another couple of
minutes. Add sall and 2 cups of water
and bring the pulao to a boil.

When the water is almost absorb-
ed, place a fawa below the pan and
cook on a low fire till the rice is
completely done and the waler is
completely absorbed. Fluff the pulao
with a fork and serve hot.

SOUR KABULI CHANNA

-1 cup chick peas, soaked overnight

1 tbs used tea bag tied in a muslin bag

A lemon sized tamarind scaked in %2 cup
waler and the juice exlracted

Clarion 5S1EQ9R

At the Sindoori Rooftop Barbecue.
And at the Gozebo. E&very evening
from 7 p.m. onwards.

Check
There's a onc-man- ISR |
band called Vasu- B 35 T
dev upstairs on the ”””“M,m
Rooftop, dishing

out timeless Hindi Film tunes, classical

Hindi melodies... and just for good
measure, Western Pop.

it oul.

In case you care for
something more m
down-to-carth, stay [ 5
downstairs at the ga E—-’bO
Gazebo.

our country - singin'

duet takes you bark to the good ole
days, when songs actually made you

sing along. So drop in. And for o
change, discover Food for €ars.

Where

r—
11

The Sindoori Hotel

24, Greams Lane, Madras 600 006, Ph: 8271164

1 tsp chilli powder
2 or 3 green chillies, slit sideways
Y2 sp ground pepper
Y2 Isp lurmeric powder
| tsp roasted cumin seeds and
powdered

1" piece cinnamon stick

2 or 3 cdrdamoms
2 tsp amchur
| tsp garam masala

3-4 1tbs oil
A small bunch coriander leaves chopped fine
for garnishing
Salt to tasle
Ground Paste

3 medium-sized onions

1" piece ginger
Method

Pressure cook the soaked channa
with the used tea bag, salt, lurmeric
powder, cardamoms and cinnamon
stick.

When done, remove the lea bag,
cardamom and cinnamon stick. Sel
aside.

Heal oil and saulé the ground
masala. Add chilli powder, green
chillies and the liquid in which the chick
peas were boiled. Simmer for a couple
of minutes. Add the boiled chick peas,
salt and the amchur. Pour the thick
tamarind juice. Add the garam masala,
pepper and cumin seeds powder,
simmer for 5 minutes.

Garnish with chopped coriander
leaves and serve hol.

DRY CABBAGE WITH PEAS

% kg cabbage, chopped fine
% cup shelled peas
1 tsp cumin seeds
Y2 sp turmerit powder
1 Lsp cumin seeds, powdered
% tsp chilli powder
| tsp dhaniya powder
Sall to laste
2 tbs oil

Method

Heat oil and add the whole cumin
seeds. When they splutter, add the
chopped cabbage and green peas. Stir
for 2-3 minutes. Add the salt, turmeric
powder, chilli powder and dhaniya
powder.

Lower heat, sprinkle some waler,
cover and cook lill done and the vege-
table is dry. Serve hot.

Chandra Padmanabhan

(Quizmaster V.V. RAMANAN'S
questions are from the fortnight
March 1-15.)

1. What information does one get on
dialling 6426197 in Madras cily?

2. Why were Ms, Perez-Blanco and
Sir Peter Harding in the eye of a slorm
recently?

3. Apart from being the oldest in the

country, what other distinction does the
TN Fire Service hold?

4. Who is the author of the 6-volurme
Hislory of Parliament in India, the first
volume of which was released on

March 15th?

9. India’s first exclusive magazine for the
slone industry was launched in Madras
recently. Name the magazine.

6. What theological first has Angela
Berners-Wilson achieved?

7. Why did Communique Advig. of
Singapore apologise,in the The Sunday
Times of Singapore, to Tamil Nadu in
particular?

8. -Name the Indian doctor who gave the

world wonder drugs like Tetracycline
and DHC (for Filariasis), but who died

in near obscurity, yet whose birth’

cenlenary is being celebrated now.

9. On what occasion was the book
Vision 2000 — Advancemen! of
Women in. Tamil Nadu — Policy and
Programme of Tamil Nadu' released
in the city on March 9th? And by
whom?

10. The first lady of the Indian silver screen,
Mrs Sveloslav Roerich, passed away
on March 9th. How was she belter
known?

[1. What is the new syslem the stale
owned Tiruvalluvar Transport Corpo-
ration aclivised to reduce accidents on
highways?

12. March 5th was celebrated worldwide

13. What diplomatic coup did India
achieve at 17:15 hours on March
Oth?

14. Complete the list: Pt. Ravi Shankar,
Ustad Zakir Hussain, Vikku

15. Which Indian publication group won
a landmark judgement when the

validity of an Indian copyright was
upheld in the USA?

(How much of Madras Musings
March 1-15 do you remember,
muses Ramanan)

16. Apart from Taramani, what other sites
were looked as permanent siles by the
[TPO?

17. Name the topmast ranked junior tennis
player in Australia whose father was
a Davis Cupper from Madras.

18. Who makes the recenlly introduced -

instant dosa 'Dosa King'?

19. For what purpose was the Safire-
Emerald-Blue Diamond theatre block,
the Union Motors campus and the land
near TNEB on Mounl Road eyed for?

20. Who referred to Madras as a "Withered
Beldame' in one of his writings after
the growth of Calcutta?

(Answers on p, 7)

April 1-15, 1994
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Rudraveena by Bahauddin Dagar, one

| | @ | N
| | | of the famous Dagar brothers, at dancer
, u S _ - Alarmel Valli's house. It was his late
: : father's birthday and his tribute has

- for tnig
| ‘Roo’fs for the Roofless’, an organi- ,

, sation founded by Dr. Chandran
Devanesan to help people with no

housing to make homes for themselves,
organised an evening of ghazals by Jyoi
Belliappa at the Museum Theatre lo
raise funds for their projects. The
projects are not just housing, but also
income-generating ones like worksheds,
cooperalive stores, a Balawadi, fiterary
centres, medical clinics, night schools
for working children elc, Ghazals, with.
their romantic imagery, can deeply
move if they are sung with feeling. Jyoti
brought a sense of immersion, of un-
rushed inevitability to her singing, but
she never let go to her full capacity and
range. Why? Was she self-conscious?
More concerts may bring out more

Missing audience
here was more Hindustani music
last fortnight. At I1.T., there was a
lecture demonstration of Hindustani

The View From|
~ The Wings

. by

. V.R. Devika ..
Music by Chandralekha Bannerjee.
Students of I.LT., tendto ignore
classical music concerts. They crave

rock music, but these very same
students crave things Indian once they

'go abroad, which is where most of

them seem to want to go. Rock music,

classical music soothes the mind. Our
youths seem o realize that only when
they are overseas.

Chandralekha Bannerjee gave a
very soothing concert with lucid expla-
nations. There was ‘melodrama’ in her
singing, not overt histrionics, as she
brought out the emotions of the com-
posilions.

Something said by Chandralekha’s
daughter about the Drupad form of
Hindustani music, however, disturbed
me. She said Drupad is completely
devoid of emotion and is a very cride
form of music.

Family tradition

Crudity was nowhere near at the
Drupad concert played on the

from Jyoti Belliappa.

‘&%fr

There was nothing apologetic

about the week long medical
exhibition held at the Institute of
Mental Health, Madras, as part
of its Bicentenary commeno-
ration. There were gay arches
and festoons and microphones
blaring music and announce-
ments. The exhibition, intended
to build awareness, :was ex-
haustive in the information, it
offered and went a long way
towards demystifying mental
disorder and drawing attention
to the frail line which divides
iliness from health — one which
all humans tread some time or
other. '

‘Today, a number of a caring
citizens give of their time and
resources to bring hope and
happiness to 1800 patients and
400 outpatients at the IMH
struggling for a share of our
common sunshine. The Self Help
Project at the IMH is part of this
hope. Registered as a Trust two
years ago, it works only with the
women's and children's ward.

~ (Female patients need special
care and help. When the men
fall ill and are in need, their
women are there to support
them, to tend and nurse them.
When it is the woman's turn to
be ill, her man has little time to
care for her. She becomes, at
‘Best, an inconvenience.)

Issy Sanderson, who has had
years of experience in theatre-
craft and in the field of mental
health, is a founder trustee of
SHP. She and recreation the-
rapist Kalavathy have been
doing play therapy with the

- selves using available local

Animators from the Institute of Mentaf Health (hidden in bla

patients, using life-sized rod
puppets which they make them-- E

‘material, The puppets give the

of course, rouses the devil in one, but

G

“*

animators an 'opportunity to
unburden their minds and
transfer their emotions and
feelings to the puppets. Often a
puppet serves as an .effective
alter ego or even as an intimate
and understanding friend who
accepts responsibility for the
puppeteer’s words and actions.
The puppet characters also enact
strong aggressions which invite
identification and rejection from

|  Elizabeth

Roy

the audience. The therapy
sessions and discussions of a
small group of patients who were
nearing the end of their treat-
ment and getting ready to be
discharged evolved into a small
story. The tensions and
anxieties ' the story held was
presented as a puppet play on the
occasion of the Bicentenary
commenoration.

A small crowd that had
gathered to see the show sat
there tapping their feet to the
theme song of the show: Chinna
Chinna Asai. Comfortably
dressed in black pajama-kurtas
with thin black veils thrown
over their faces and heads, the
animators came on stage moving
their extremely agile and ex-
pressive puppets. Young
Lakshmi shows symptoms of
withdrawal and occasional
violence. Her parents are
worried and anxious. Some
friends advise exorcism and

" ‘samyiar therapy’, others

recommend solitary confine-

ck robes) with !hev life-size puppels they ‘ve !ed
Seen by V S RAGHAVAN at a show they: slaged for the public.

Puppets that help
unburden thoughts

" People either play the ostrich

i - b
; LT, FAA D i

with odds-and-ends.

ment in a dark room. Her
parents, instead, take her tb

always been a private concert.
Bahauddin was visiting Madras with
Director Mani Kaul.

It was the emotional Drupad music
that touched our hearts. Drupad is
essentially a meditative form of music
and treats sound not only as a means
of communicating aesthetic pleasure but
also as a religious experience. Drupad
presupposes the existence of Anahala,
the inaudible sound whose audible
manilestation is Om, the manlira on
which the alap, or introductory part of
Drupad, is based.

Drupad has largely been preserved
in the tradition of Dagar Bani. The
Dagar brothers, collectively known as
the Dagar Sapthak, see themselves as
jointly representing a tradilion of music
rather than as individual performers.

A unique feature of the-Dagars is
that they are a Muslim family pre-
serving a Hindu devotional form. The
instruction each Dagar receives is, In
life you are a Muslim, but when you
sing you are a Hindu".

Bahauddin asked singer T. Muktha,
who ‘was a parl of the very small
audience, to sing the alapana of the
Veena Dhanammal bani of Camatic
music and he listened with greal
altention. A person filled with greal
music and humility, this young man
represents the grealness of classical
music.

A

“~_

Sensational find

isha Memon, who acted in the Board.

walkers: The Owl and The Pussycal. -
is a sensational find for the English
theatre in Madras. She is such a natural -
aciress, very lively and charming. Jisha
and Michael Muthu, a formidable actor
himself, outdid each other in the
riveling, powerful and humorous play
directed by Yesraub Ali at the USIS.

ANSWERS

1. It gives callers the new number of
a subscriber whose number has changed;
2. Ms. Blanco sensationalised her -illicit
relationship with Sir Peter, the seniormost
military officer in Britain, which prompted
him to resign, thereby creating a national -
furore; 3. Simple! It's also the largest with
221 stations; 4. Dr. Subhas C. Kashyap; -
5. ‘Natural Stones’; 6.She is the fisst
woman priest ifi the 460-year-old Anglican
Church ; 7. For carrying an advertisement
for a local hotel, featuringa picture of the
TN Chief Minister, Jayalalitha; 8. Dr. Y.
Subba Row; 9.Mother Teresa on the
occasion of International Women's Day;
10. Devika Rani; 11. Night patrolling by
six specialist squads on the roads; 12. World
Deaf and Dumb Day; 13. The uncondi-
tional last minute withdrawal by Pakistan
of its resolution on Kashmir in the UN
Human Rights Commission at Geneva;
14, Pt. Vishwa Mohan Bhatt — the only
Indians to win the Grammy Awards;
15. Living Media India Ltd., the publishers
of India Today; 16. Muthukkaadu and
Narayanapuram; 17. Aarati Venkatesan,
daughter of Rabi Venkatesan; 18. India
Foods and Fermentalion (Madras) Lid.;
19. By the AIADMK to set up its grand .
H.Q.; 20, Rudyard Kipling. ‘

Luxurious Bungalow for sale at
Madras. For Multinationals, Banks,
Foreign & National Cos, NRis

9500 sq.ft. posh area with 6000 sq. ft. deluxe bungalow. Can be converted
as two separate apts. Suitable for office or office cum residence, Training
Centre, Product Display Centre. Residence for foreign diplomats and
Company Executives. House consists of § bedrooms with ensuite baths (with
'JACUZZI' in Master bath), American style kitchen, solar heating, central
voltage stabilizers, ltalian light fittings, marbled floors, utility room,” 3 car
garage, servants quarters, Centrally located near schools, colleges, hospitals
and Five Star hotels. Architect designed, professionally decorated. |

Contact Tel: 8258644 (Madras) or write to SUMARK, C-2C, Anugraha,

19, N.H.Road, Madras-34.

Dr. Amma (presumably at the
IMH).... Lakshmi is diagnosed
mentally ill and advised hospi-
talisation for a period, at the end
of which ‘pazhaya’ Lakshmi
madiri”’ she returns to her
family. (Of course, to avoid a
relapse she has to be very regular
with medication.) There is a
‘chinna’ homecoming celeb-
ration. Dr. Amma joins them
and they all dance to Chinna
Chinpa Asai. Will they be
granted it?

The degree of competence

both in terms of the puppets that | g

were made and the way they

were animated was remarkable. |@

The identification of the ani-
mators with the puppets was
total — their voice communi-
cated it. The deceptively simple

plot delivered the message loud °
and clear and offered a lesson or

two on the importance of the
positive approach and ‘chinna

asais’. Equally gratifyingtonote |®

was the confidence level of the
animators who are packing their
bags to return to mainstream life.
For the enthusiastic reader of
Bronowski, the experieace is
humbling and fairly frustrating.
When a person is diagnosed
diabetic, she is simply ‘ill’.
Treatment begins and the patient
is encouraged to lead a normal
life. Prognosis is very good. But,
when someone is suspected to be
mentally ill, all hell breaks loose.

game or dump the person in an
‘asylum’ and before the cock can
crow thrice all familial bonds are
denied. Prognosis is very bad.
But then, there is the bottom line
— chinna chinna asai.

-

COLOR LAB

'ADD COLOR T0 YOUR LIFE

Konica coLor LaB

offer you superfast service in
ali areas of photography

Films, Batteries, Albums
D & P Service. Any brand of

film, any size

Enlargements upto 16" x 20"
Automatic processing of slides

- any brand / size
Studio facilities -

* Passports * Portraits * Group
* Fashion * Table-top

At five convenient locations

Apex Plaza 3, Nungambakkam High
Road Madras 34. Phone : 8275878

Ram Mansion 351-353 Pantheon Road
Madras 8. Phone : 8262313

Laxminarain’s Tower 71-73 Wallajah -
Road Madras 2. Phone : |
46, T.TK. Road, Alwarpet |
Madras-18 Phone : 4991010 . -
SIET College Administrative Block 1& 2, | .
- Road. |
Teynampet Madras-18 Phone: 452462 | -

*Sanas"

~=

Kavignar

834233 - -

Bharathidasan
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Doyen of Madras
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He needs to spare
some time for this

Sportswriters

He studied Law, to practise as an

advocate. But fate made him a
sporls journalist. He served in two
newspapers, in one as a sub-editor and
in the other as a cricket writer.

I refer to the long-time Cricket
Correspondent of The Hindu, P.N.
Sundaresan, " who passed away
recently.

Sundaresan’s name has been

familiar to readers of Madras Musings
from iis earliest days. He regularly
wrote on cricket matches and cricketing
personalities of the past.
- Sundaresan, a good crickeler him-
sell, possessed a deep knowledge of the
game, was well-versed in its laws and
could quote the game's rules with ease
from memory. His comments were
without any bias or prejudice, while his
reporiing was faithful and factual.

In the early days, he sported a tuft
and it was rather amusing to watch him
bowl and bat with it. The late veleran
cricket comrespondent, S.K. Guruathan,
of The Hindu, once described him as
'the gifted and tufted cricketer’. He used
to open the innings and also the
bowling.

Having been a regular player for
MRC ‘A’ team, he came info contacl
with the then stalwarls of Madras
cricket — M.]. Gopalan, Ram Singh,
G. Parthasarthy and P.S. Rama-
handran — to name a few, and he
greatly admired them.

After Gurunathan's death,
Sundaresan was in charge of editing

Indian Cricket (an annual publication
of The Hindu) for many years. He had
covered a number of Test malches in
various cenires in India. (His only
disappointment was that he never went
abroad to cover Test malches.)
His-memory was remarkable; he
could reel off the scores of any

A colleague
remembers
'P.N. Sundaresan

important cricket malch, even those
played long ago. [ recall meeling him
once while walking along Moubray's
Road (now TTK Road). We went to
his home and spent two hours chalting.
He recalled the various matches he had
witnessed — of Jack Ryder’s feam from
Australia, which included players like
C.G. McCariney (know as the Gover-
nor-General of cricket). Sundaresan
remembered Lord Tennyson's team
which visited Madras and described it
in delail, especially the great bowling
feats of Amar Singh.

He could reel off any number of
anecdotes about well-known national
cricketers like C K. Nayudu, Merchant,
Amamath, Mushtag Ali, Adhikari,
Hindlekar and Prof Deodhar. He was
also in close touch with fatter day Test
cricketers.

He claimed that he could remember
the scores of the Madras team and,
later, those of Tamil Nadu, in all Ranji
Trophy matches, including the indivi-
ual scores of cricketers such as Gopalan,

Ram Singh, B.C. Alva, C. Partha-

sarathy, A.V. Krishnaswami, C.R.
Rangachari, N.J. Venkatesan, C.P.
Johnstone, H.P. Ward, Ren Nailer and
Carrick, to mention a few.

After retirement, he kept himself
busy keenly following the matches all
over the world and wriling about them.
A regular conlributor to Swalantra, he
also wrole for the Tamil magazing
Kalki.

. Sundaresan was the Indian Corres-
pondent of Wisden, the inlernational
cricketing ‘Bible.

Besides cricket, his other love was
Camalic music; he took an active
interest in the music magazine Sruff, run
by his brother N. Pattabhi- Raman.
Sundaresan was its publisher.

Old-timers, journalists and cricket-
lovers of Madras will always remember
the soft-spoken and gentle-mannered
Sundaresan as well as his wrilings on
cricket.

M R Krishnamurthi

EDITOR’S NOTE: P.N.
Sundaresan will be remembered by all
at Madras Musings as a good friend of
the journal. All of us at Madras Musings

and our readers will miss Sundaresan’s

contributions. May he rest in peace.

Padmashree K.]. Yesudoss
would do well to find ways
and means to enhance the status
of the annual South India tennis
tournament in Madras for the
Augustine and Elizabeth Joseph
trophies which he launched a

- couple of years ago in memory

of his parents. Well as it has had
a smooth passage in its formative

years, and earned All-India
Tennis Association ranking
status, its growth has not been
in keeping with its founder's
ambition to develop it into one
of the country’s top competi-
tions. This was evident from the
entry for its 1994 edition, held
recently at the TTT courts in the
YMCA College complex.

Music maestro Yesudoss has
had no problem in obtaining
sponsorship. The 1994 tourna-
ment was, for instance, sponsor-
ed by American Express Bank,
AVM Charities and Gokulam
Chit Funds. Even so, the tourna-
ment failed to attract a top-class
entry. Various excuses, such as
the Davis Cup team trials in
Delhi and a prize money tourna-
ment in Calcutta, were dished

out as the reasons at a Press

briefing. The organising
committee was obviously aware
of the clash of dates. But, instead

of seeking and obtaining a.

change, the committee let things

go according to schedule, and,
thus, paved the way for the
tournament to lose much of the
status it had gained in its short
career.

Itisupto Yesudoss to see to
it that the tournament, named
after his parents, regains its
popularity. For this, he has to
find the time, and take a per-
sonal interest, instead of leaving
everything to the organising
committee. Unfortunately, he is -
an exceptionally busy person.
Even for the Press briefing, over
which he was to have presided,
he turned up over an hour late.
And when it was over, instead
of joining the media persons at

the dinner that followed, he

made a beeline for his waiting
car.

In his absence, the talking
point at the dinner was not his

tournament but the line-up of

the Indian team that played the
USA in their Davis Cup world
group match in Delhi later in the
month, for it was the first
National team in decades with-
out a Madras player in it. Madras
could, however, take some pride
in the fact that three of the
team's members, Leander Paes,
Gaurav Natekar and Asif Ismail,
were_‘graduates’ of the city’s
Britannia-Amritraj Tennis
Scheme. It was with understand-
able pride that Mrs M. Amritraj
and her son, Vijay, the BAT
bosses, boasted of BAT's contri-
butiontoIndianitennis. It's signi-
ficant that they did so weeks
before the match was played.

66 A jockey is not merely a
ider; he's a highly train-
ed athlete who puts in years of
hard work to battle it out in this
high risk sport. Unfortunately,
he is looked down upon by the
general public who know ‘little
about the profession,” says
S Marshall, President, Jockeys'
Association of India (JAI).
A few jockeys do become
highly paid sportsmen all over

the world. In India, top notch
riders are paid lakbs of rupees
for a season/year as retainers and
get perks like housing, con-
veyance etc. But many ride only
for the mount fee of Rs. 400’
and drcam‘of‘the 7% prize
money.

To reach the level of being
offered retainers by the new
rajahs of the turf, a jockey has
to sweat a lot and lead a dis-
ciplined life. ‘‘Unlike any other
sport, you can't have a partly fit
jockey. Such a jockey only en-
dangers his life and that of the
horse,” says Marshall. Being
100% fit is the most important
thing in the life of a jockey.
“Dieting is an occupational
hazard, but a jockey should be
sure he gets enough protein-rich
but not fatty food,” advises
Marshall. '

Though the maxim is “‘good
horses make good jockeys', the
vice versa is equally true.
Judging the pace of the race,
steering the animal skilfully and
getting the extra burst out of it
without obstructing the other
horses require skill and
technique.

Marshall feels that just as the
‘‘pedigree is looked for in a
borse, it should be in a jockey

too. He should have a decent
family background and a mini-
mum education upto SSLC
level”. The Hyderabad Race
Club rule laying down the mini-
mum qualifications for obtaining
a jockey licence should be
foliowed by other clubs too,
urges the President of JAL

A risky sport, offering an
uncertain future, prompted the
riders to come together and form
an Association for their welfare
in 1971, despite stiff opposition
from several quarters, Since
then, several welfare schemes
for jockeys have been imple-
mented. The ex-jockey’s and
jockey's medical relief fund
provides financial relief at
Rs. 60/- a day to a rider laid low
by a racing accident. Under the
retirement scheme, which will
become operational from 1996,

-fixing a minimum wage or

- Establishment of a Central

a lump sum payment ranging
from Rs. 75,000 to
Rs. 2,50,000 will be paid to a
retiring jockey. Further, jockeys
are covered under a personal
accident insurance policy for
Rs. 2,00,000.

But Marshall does not favour

mounts per season for a jockey.
“We are licensed professionals
and it must be the survival of the
fittest,”’ he feels.

The President of JAI would
like the following proposals to be
accepted by all the race clubs in
India:

— Establishment of a Central
Licensing Authority.

Apprentice Jockey Training
School, as in England, where
only 25 to 30 students are
trained and issued licences to
race.

— All the clubs in the country'to
send promising young jockeys
abroad. _

— Issue of licences to foreign
jockeys fo ride here to be
rationalised. ‘‘The Jockey
Club of Britain permits a for-
eigner to ride oniy if he can
confribute something to the
racing industry there,”” points
out Marshall.

— And race clubs should sub-
sidise riders' -equipment
which have to be imported at
high cost.
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