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| (By The Editor)

too many days after we had
)Iimenled the Chiel Minister for

B\ interest she was taking in the

k herﬂage by having a Herilage
Lcd into and the destruction of
Ps building put on hold, that
Jard the news thal there had been
kmg yel again on Police Head-
. The " Director General of
. we were lold, would tempo-
move inlo newly relurbished
bmment House, while the historic
Jng on’ the Marina was being
jl down and a ten-storey struclure
kainst all building norms for the

— built to the design of the prize-

fing Delhi architect.
ghal building, we are promised,
e landmark it lo replace a land-
M. Perhaps we Have got it all
Bs: we had always thought land-
were meant to be preserved, not
fced — even by new landmarks.
pas in this connection thal
i Narayan said that “old buildings,
Bild peaple should be looked affer™.

Bis such views, supported by

reds of signatures from the most
- persons in the city, that have
! ignored in this re-think..

|———WE CARE FOR MADRAS

DA%

—MUSINGS
The wait

We would be the first lo agree that
Government has the powers and the
right to take whatever decisions it
wishes. But when so many eminent
people have expressed their views and
called for the preservation of Police
Headquarters, it would have been nice
if only they were lold why the decision,
to pull it down and build ten-storeys
in an area where such building is not
nomally permitted, was being persisted
with. An explanation to the public is
a part of democracy that hurts no one.

Those musings apart, Madras
Musings makes one last appeal. Your
Editor has these past couple of years
been addressing various groups in the
City on the forgotten heritage of Madras
and the need fo commemorate all that
the City has contributed to the deve-
lopment of Modem India. It may be
a heretic's viewpoint, but it seems to
have evoked some appreciation in
some circles. Would ALL - those
concerned with the decision to pull
down the DGP’s building offer your
Editor an opportunity lo make this
presentation {o them before the first
blow of the wreckers hammers is
struck? It's a presentation that just might
trigeer some rethinking on what is
considered a final decision.

Oct 1 —15, 1994

A renovaled and refurbished Government House (NOT Admiralty House) is getting
ready lo receive the Director General of Police of Tamil Nadu for a temporary stay. No word
is. however, heard what its fate will be once the DGP moves into his new headquarters
or, may we hope, the refurbished old one. Meanwhile, the last remaining vestiges of another
fandmark — Spencer’s — were being knocked down during that same week Govemment
House was being lurbished. And so vanish the last bits of what was an INSTITUTION
in Madras for over a hundred years. The Spencer’s name may remain. but in ils new
avatar it offers none of the ambience of the past. when shopping was an advenlure and
a pleasure o be savoured af leisure. not rushed through functionally.

(Photographs: V S RAGHAVAN)
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‘Power’ ful waste

" (By A Staff Reporter)

The 2500 -3000 tonnes of gar-
bage collected every day in Madras

-~ is soon to find better use than landiill

or being converted into crude compost

- for small farmers. Three projects based

on this garbage will get underway
shortly and they will not only create
a cleaner city but also generate income
for the Corporation of Madras.

A power generation project pro-
posed by New Era Urban Amenities
based on Bangalore-developed tech-
nology will take care of 600 tonnes of
qarbage a day. The ‘filtered’ garbage
will be dried and made into pellets for
use in place of coal in a conventional,
Rs. 19 crore, 5 MW power plant to
be set up by the project promoters in
Perungudi, the southem suburb. Even
the water to be used as coolant in the
pellet plant will De recycled sewage
waler.

The plant is expected to be
operational by 1995 and its full output

* will be bought by the TNEB.

The second use of Madras garbage
will be in a Rs. 10 crore fertiliser plant

-~ EID Panry is putting up at Kodunkayur

in Necrth Madras. 600 tonnes of
garbage will in tumed into organic
fertilisers here, by a project developed
by Parry's R&D team. The process calls
for decomposing the garbage syste-
matically, using in-house- developed
microbes. The manure produced will
beenriched with micro-organisms an
neem to fix atmospheric nitrogen and
repel pests.

The third project is Civic Exnora's,
who have set up 65\vermicomposting
units, each catering for 150 house-
holds. After non-biodegradable waste
is segregated, earthwomms will tackle the
rest in pits, producing vermicompost.

Kitchen gardens in South Madras
are, al present, the main buyers of this
organic manure, but Pamry's have
shown interest in it too, if volumes get
bigger with Civic Exnora expanding the

~ project.

The Corporation plans to charge
buyers Rs. 10 a tonne of waste.

What's left after all this will be used
for landfill. But will all this suffice o
make Madras. a-cleaner city.? -
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for
ACME

(By Venkatachari Jagannathan)

he stat of the Academy for

Management Excellence (ACME),
Madras’ answer to the Indian Institutes
of Management, has been delayed
because the 17 acres the Tamil Nadu-
Govemment had promised it on lease
in Taramani have not materialised. “As
the proposed MRTS terminal was to
come up very near the land originally
allotted to us, we had requested
Govemment for an alternate sile,”
explains V Narayanan, Chairman
ACME Project Committee. Sanction for
the new sile is still awaited.

“We .dont want to start our
programmes in rented premises,” says
N Vaghul, Chairman of JCICl and the
Governing Council of ACME. “But
ACMEhopestostanaoneyearaooele
rated MBA course from late in 95
while awaiting its own premises,” he
told Madras Musings.

The accelerated MBA programme
will be of ten months’ duration and will
be exclusively for Chief Executives.
Short-term courses for senior and
middle-level managers are also planned.
Vaghul hopes the two-year MBA pro-
gramme can start from 1996.

Meanwhile, the Academy is con-
ducting executive education pro-
grammes as part of.a senes on ‘Globa-
fisation’ and has held ten such seminars

since 1993. It has also formulated its

- MBA syllabus and recruited afew

faculty members. lts External Advisory

. Board has 19 professors belonging fo-

different management schools abroad.

A branch of the Institute for
Financial Management and Research
(IFMR), Madras, ACME was founded -
in 1991. The Academy has now tied
up with the William Davidson Institute,
University of Michigan, USA, to
conduct joint research programmes.

Speaking about how ACME will be
different from the IIMs, Narayanan
says, “The IIMs frain managers to
operale in a dosed/command economic
environment. We will focus on the
global element of management and
make the students think and act
global". As a part of its global
viewpoint, students will be taught one-
foreign language. And 15 per cent of
its seats will be reserved forstuden!&.
from abroad.

Another distinctive feature of
ACME will be its funding, which will. :
be by industry, uniike the other man--.
agement institutes. ACME has cblained -
firm financial commitments from in-’ -
dustry donors in Maarastothe!unex
of Rs. 15 crore.. L
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hen the first annual session
of the Tamil Nadu History
Congress got underway, after
that usual bickering that’s now
become commonplace in almost
every association not only in
Tamil Nadu but also in the
country, it was historical, at least
as far as The Man From Madras
Musings was concerned.It was
the first time he had had an
honour guard — two long rows
of NCC cadets of both genders,
who lined both sides of the main
aisle from entrance to stage in
the University Centenary Audi-
torium. To bring him down to
earth was the fact that he was
not alone; every invitee and
delegate also received the same
royal treatment and many of the
most donnish ones among them
seemed to march past the guard
as though to the manner born.
The three-hour inaugural
session that followed appeared to
be as long and interminable as
that slow march down that long
aisle. But there was, at the end
of it all, a couple of things MMM
was glad to have heard stressed.
There were the usual platitudes
and superlatives as is becoming
commonplace in every public
function in Tamil Nadu, but
shining true through all the
tinsel were the observations of
Prof. § V Chitti Babu, the Presi-
dent of the Congress,and Prof
KR Hanumanthan of Presi-
dency College, the Secretary of
the Congress.
Hanumanthan, after talking
about plans for the Congress to

WMADRAS
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Residentiat guest house availabie in Kiipauk
on daily basis. Spacious bungalow with
extensive open space (near Khushaldas
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possessing a 2-wheeler licence may apply
witn biodata, photograph and 2 references to:
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prepare histories of Tamil Nadu,
the Independence Movement,
Indian History and a Biblio-
graphy, made the point MMM
appreciated most: a detailed
study of History and Geography
at the school level must be made
COMPULSORY. Thereafter,
students should be encouraged to
take them as majors in college.
Tamil Nadu's poor record in the
[AS exams in recent years has
been entirely due to the neglect
of History and Geography in the
State, he asserted. And added
that, if History and Geography
were to get a place in the sun
again in the State, there would
have to be major programmes
launched to train History and
Geography teachers.

Chitti Babu, endorsing Hanu-
manthan's suggestion, also
pointed out that the two subjects
were interlinked and there
should, therefore, be greater
interaction between History and
Geography classes. Adding to
Hanumanthan’s list, he suggest-
ed that other areas of detailed
study should be the Origin of the
Tamils, the Dravidians and
Lemuria, the Indus Valley
Scripts, the Tolkappiam
grammar, Kaveripoompattinam
(Poompubhar), the Pallavas, the
Nayaks, the Nawab of Arcot, the
British period in the Carnatic
and the first 40 years after
Independence. He stressed that,
hitherto, the emphasis in India
had been on North Indian
history; it was time South Indian
history was brought to the fore,
he urged, calling on the his-
torians present to make a more
meaningful contribution towards
this than hitherto.

The former History Professor,
who became Vice-Chancellor of
two universities before being
asked to look into Higher
Education in the State, then
made two important points
forcefully. It is time, he said, that
we stopped looking at History as
the chronicling of dynastic rule;
it's time we began to focus on the
socioeconomic influences during
the different periods of History,
down {o the present day. And as
a corollary to this Chitti Babu
urged that greater attention
should be paid to Subaltern
Studies that ‘look at the iritport-
ant contributions made to
history by lesser personalities.
Indeed, Subaltern Studies is a
virtually neglected field in India,
though a few of the papers MMM
later listened to indicated a
slowly growing interest in
personalities not normally
considered part of Tamil Nadu
History, leave alone Indian
History. Chitti Babu concluded
with a passionate recital of ‘Man
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does not live by bread alone’.
But Deuteronomy or St Matthew
it wasn't. Whose then was it?

One aspect of the conference
that disappointed The Man From
Madras Musings was that an
enthusiasm displayed at one of
the sessions for the introduction
of the History of Madras in the
State’s college syllabus was not
transiated into a resolution.
Autonomous colleges like
Madras Christian and Stelia

Maris have introduced the
subject, but when is there going
to be greater attention to the
subject in the State? Ironically,
at least two post-graduate
students at Sri Venkateswara
University, Tirupati, are work-
ing on Madras-centred subjects,
MMM learns. It's sad there's
greate: consciousness of
Madras’s contribution to India in
Tirupati than in the city itself.

The OTA slays?

Is the Officers’ Training

Academy staying on at
St.Thomas' Mount or moving to
the cooler climes of Dehra Dun?
The latest word is that the intake
for the next course for short
service commission officers has
been authorised. That means
that the OTA will remain where
it is till at least August 1995,
when the October 1994 batch
will graduate,

Now that should make the
Chief Minister quite happy,
because she had made a specific
request to the Prime Minister
(who is also Defence Minister)
NOT to shifi the Academy. But
she would have been happier
stil, The Man Frem Madras
Musings is sure, if she had
received a more positive res-
ponse than hearing of just a one-
year extension to the Academy's
southern sojourn.

MMM can’t blame her for
wondering why the Centre can-
not give her a simple reassu-
rance. In these circumstances,
she can't also be blamed for
paying some heed to rumour-
mengers intent on stirring the
cauldron of somewhat heated
State-Centre relations. The story
that is now being spread is that
the 600 acres to be vacated once
the Academy moves will soon be
occupied by 3000 troops —
three battalions — adding muscle
to the lone battalion that always
is in Madras on a rest and
relaxation tour. Now why does
the Centre want 4000 troeps in
Madras,ask those story-tellers

Mass support

hen Prof Bertram Bastiam-
pillai, Head of Colombo
University’s Political Science
Department and one of the
‘shadow iatellectual group’
behind the new Government in
Sri Lanka, spoke on Sri Lanka
after the Elections at the Madras
University's rather active Centre
for South and Southeast Asian
Studies recently, The Man From
Madras Musings had not bar-
gained for the crowd that turned
up or the lively interaction that
ensued. There certainly appears
to be a great interest among
many associated with the Centre
in what is going on across the
Palk Straits.
One point that Prof Bastiam-
pillai made that struck The Man

A neglected subject: History

From Madras Musings as rather
significant was Chandrika
Kumaratunga's majority. It is a
point thal has not at all been
emphasised in India. According
to the Professor, if the Election
results had been judged on the
first-part-the-post system, instead
of proportional representation (a
mystery to all in the audience),
Kumaratunga's victery in 1994
would have been as much of a
landslide as her father’s famous
victory in 1956, when the
analysts’ hot favourites, the
United National Party, got only
NINE seats to his Sri Lanka
Freedom Party's 51 seats in a
house of 90-0dd. Bastiampillai
estimated that the UNP would
have got only around a dozen
seats in a much larger House. It
is a pity an analysis of the voting
was not attempted by any corres-
pondent of an Indian paper
posted in Sri Lanka. Such an
analysis would have underlined
Kumaratunga's popularity much
more clearly than the reports
that appeared of her wafer-thin
majority.

Certainly such a nebulous
majority despite such popular
backing would indicate that
something's not quite right with
Sri Lanka's Jayewardene Consti-
tution. But Bastiampillai was not
sanguine about a change until
one of the Bandaranaikes,
mother or daughter, was elected
President next month. But
thereafter, even the UNP would
support the change, he felt.

The President’s book

The Man From Madras

Musings’ invitation for the
formal launch in New Delhi of
My Presideatial Years —
Mermoirs of R Venkatraman,
President of India (1987-
1992) on July 25, 1994,
reached him on September 14,
It had been posted on July 14 by
Harper Collins India and had
been properly addressed, except
for lacking a pin code (though
the area was mentioned) and the
word ‘road’ (though the road’s
name had been mentioned
correctly). Perhaps Indian Pests
does not take too much interest
or trouble with ‘Book-Post’ or
perhaps a postman was just plain
lazy. All this is, however, just in
passing. Of more interest to
MMM right now is what has
happened to the book since then.

The word is that the former
President's memoirs has gone
into a sixth reprint, crossing the
15,000 mark. When sold out,
this could well be an Indian
hardcover record, because
Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy is
said to have sold only 14,000
hardcover copies in India. While
Seth’s book has been selling in
hardcover overseas, Venkata-
raman'’s memoirs are still to be
published abroad, though Harper
Collins have agreed to undertake
an abridged version. Meanwhile,
Venkataraman's memoirs are
scheduled to appear in Hindi,
Tamil, Marathi and Gujarati,
during the period. Alliance
Publishers of Mylapore hope to

launch the Tamil version —

translated by Cho — before end
of the year.

Rupa Harper Collins, who
published My Presidential Years
are likely to do a repeat
performance with J R Jayewar-
dene's recollection of HIS Presi-
dential Years within the next
year, The Man From Madras
Musings understands.

. identified software, textiles,

In brief

% To the 23 towns already listyf
as Heritage Towns in Tag
Nadu, with protection of th;
heritage by the Touris
Department, 15 more are no;J
added. They are Sriperumbud; |t
Tirunelveli, Tiruchengod, [
Karaikkudi, Perur, Bhavap;, :

Pichchavaram, Marudhy;,
Kurinjipadi, Tirumavan,
Sittannavasal, Avudaiyarkoi|
Padmanabhapuram, Colachy
and Marakkanam. The Mg
From Madras Musings feels thy
if we continue in this vein wj
will soon list every town i
Tamil Nadu as a heritage town,}
What, he wonders, is ther
in Karaikkudi, Tirumayan}
Colachel and Pichchavaram, for
instance, for them to be declared]
Heritage Towns? Surely§
ensuring the protection of the
Tirumayam and Colachel forts

and the mangroves and o |
backwaters of Pichchavarag@re Tamil Nadu Government re-

would be more than enough fently announced a proposal to
instead of ‘protecting’ wholfnate 18 villages in the Stae as
towns where, like Karaikkudi || " villages. But Kulpanthandalam,
there is little else of significance | village near Mamallapuram,

* The Man From Madrasiha model’ village as far back as the
Musings is happy to find thalff! || even won the Nehru Prize for
P Sainath, grandson of former el villages in 1954, But who
President V V Giri,has got some embers all that?

of the same social commitment . .
his grandfather had during his A visit o this village 10 km Prorln
Madras days, when he was 3 elapuram used o be a compul-

committed labour leader and : ff par! of any VIF tour itinerary in
caring minister. Sainath, a jour- J days. Distinguished visitors to it
nalist, as part of his Times of [ included the Chinese Premier
India fellowship project, ‘“The fy Fn-lai, Martin Luther King (r.)
Forgotten Poor: Putting poverty @ Howard d'Egville, Secretary-
back on the national agendu’, ko) Commonwealth Parliamen-
has been bringing to light t : Association,

:;;S:Sr’;fot; ie()lﬁ;.;; ;:; ;ﬁ? IE; Ml (upanthandalam built its env_iable
them on the front pagesof [he Ji2on on its pioneering projects.
Times of India and other news- Jfn the Community Development
papers. Tribal areas in states like Sicct (COP) was introduced under
Orissa, Bihar etc have been R fist Five-Year Plan, the village
covered by his project, as well @ ih. {irst to build low-cost houses
as backward districts, like Pudu- Jf country using country tiles
kottai and Ramanathapuram, in
Tamil Nadu. He recently receiv-
ed the Raja Lakshmi Award for
1993 for his work from the Raja
Lakshmi Foundation ir Madras.

Business briefs

% The Man From Madras
Musings hears that there are
other Madras bidders for the
‘Palaces on Wheels'-to-be apart
from Goodwill Travels. They
include Sterling Resorts, who've
bid for the Delhi-Agra-
Khajuraho-Dethi and Bangalore-
Madras-Cochin-Bangalore cir-
cuits, and MetroNax Cars and
Bikes who've bid for the latter
as well as the Goa-Mysore-
Bangalore-Goa circuit. Sterling,
meanwhile, are expected to rus
the Tamil Nadu ‘Temple on

the “‘model village" today.

Veeraraghavachari, who many years ago developed a model village. de‘scribc.-*s.his
v 10 Chou En-lai, the Chinese Prime Minister, while M Bhaklavatsalam. Chief Minister:

amil Nadu, listens in. A piclure daling to 1995.

(G Cl Village

in place of thalched roofs. It was
also the first viliage to adopt the
Japanese method of row planting for
increased yields. Arother pioneering
effort was the establishment of a cattle-
breeding and insemination centre. It
had a malernity hospital, a community

‘o by Vehkatachari

. Jagannathan

library and recreation centre with a
radio. The first noon-meal-scheme for
schoolgeing children was introduced by
the villagers of Kulpanthandalam even
before Kamaraj and MGR implemented
their state-wide schemes. Al 300
households in the village were involved
in Khadi spinning and the village
attained self-sufficiency in clothing
requirements.

The rise of this village's fortunes can
be attributed to the zeal of G Veera-
raghavachari, once chairman of the
Panchayat, who sacrificed all his
property to make Kulpanthandalam a
model village and brought it to
international attention.

Under the CDP, 50 per cent of the
expenditure would be by the Govern-
ment and the balance had to be bome
by the: villagers. Finding it difficult to
raise the required funds from the
villagers, Veeraraghavachari paid the
labourers out of his personal funds.
Simitarly, the expenditure to build the

malemnity block and community centre
and for the noon-meal scheme was

borne by him.

Recalls G Srinivasan, the eldest son
of Veeraraghavachari, *Whenever the
Governiment announced new projects,
my father readily implemented them by
pledging his lands to the Government.
The officials, however, claimed the
projects as their achievements ! In time
the Government confiscated the pled-
ged lands for non-payment of dues.
Father did not try 1o explain the true
position”. At the time of his death in

1965, all his 40 acres were either sold
or pledged and the family was reduced

to penury.

After his death, Kulpanthandalam
slowly declined, to become a non-
descript, unheard of village. Today, the
remains of ils matemity block, in-
augurated by the Chinese Premier,
stand as only visible proof of the
village's past glory. Are they destined
to become a memorial or is there new
hope for the first mode! viilage in the
state ?

Danger to bridge

Danger to life

ch, if any, of the many thousands of motorists and pede.strians who
swarm across the Kodambalkkam fly-over ever pause — indeed, how
could they, with all that traffic pressure? — to look over the parapet
at the condition of the bridge they are using, and probably use every
day. Photographer P. JUSTINE found it possible to pause though .(xt was
easy; he was on the road beneath anyway) and this is what his agile
era recorded.
camﬁusl‘les growing out of the cracks of old buildings often rend them
apart, especially if they are young peepuls or banyans from seeds excreted |
by crows and other birds, and if allowed to m.aturc they are almost
impossible to eradicate. As they strengthen and thicken, they can wrench
apart the strongest wails. It's a surprise, though, to see flourishing plar;lt
life protruding from reinforced concrete barely a dc(.:ade or so old. lt’s
even more surprising to see how Corporation elc.ctncal .w.orkc.rs hﬁave
shrewdly cased their strenuous, grinding labours in providing nightime
illumination simply by looping electrical cables from lflmp-post to lamp-
post on the outside of the fly-over, where it can't easzly.be seen. 'Say?)s
all that bother and hard work providing proper conduxts., doesn't it?.
The other day a little blind boy was killed by electrocution — known
now to be amongst the most hideously painful of deatl.ls — when he
brushed against a live wire protruding from a Corpoertlon la’mp-post.
Little wonder when you see the gross carelessness v{xth which these
facilities are installed and maintained. Look at that junctien box, arrowed

in Justine's picture!

HARRY MILLER

Or: left. the state today of the Maternity and Child Welfare Centre Chou Ln-lai declared open in 1956. And on right. the stale

(Village Photographs by V'S RAGHAVAN)
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Wheels' local circuit, the Taj
Group dropping out.

* Global Trust Bank (GTB), the
fourth private sector bank to be
established after liberalisation, is
to open a branch in Madras some
time next year, The Man From
Madras Musings learns. Headed
by former Vysya Bank Chair-
man, Ramesh Gelli, former ADB
official Jayantha Madhab and
Sridhar Subasri, the bank has an |
understanding with TA Enter-
prise, Malaysia, and Hambrecht-
Quist, of the U.S. The Bank has

garments, jewellery and leather
products as areas for commercial
lending operations. Madras is,
thus, expected to become a major
thrust centre of Secunderabad-
based GTB.

— MMM

RAJIND N CHRISTY, lollowing up the
Madras Musings exclusive (Sept. 1) on the
finding of yet another of the Esplanade’s
boundary pillars, decided to do a bit of
cleaning-up — and the result is the lesend
which clearly dates the pillar to 1773. The
plaque is on the side of the pillar facing left
(see arrow). Chrisly says the pillar still stands
in reasonably good condition, though the
clearing up work around il — which brought
it to light — had damaged portions of it. But
he could find no one in the area willing to
take care of it — nol could he gel the
Corporation or the Archaeclogical Survey
interested in it. lsn't 1773 old enough lo
give it ‘historical monument” stalus?

(Photographs: RAJIND N CHRISTY)

| pillar still in search of a saviour
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As the last stages of the Buchi
Babu tournament are gone through,
there’s no better OLD to be featured
than L.uz House, the Buchi Babu
mansion in Luz with its furge portico
in which carriages once stood,
massive pillars and long verandah
on which the ‘Father of Indian
Cricket’ in Madras and his kin
honed their skills. At a time when
cricket in Madras was virtually a

‘Europeans Only’
"E’H E game, Buchi
0 LH » o

Babu not only
breathed life into
the game as
plaved by a few

got them

opportunity to
play the ‘Euro-
peans’ in social conditions as equal
as possible in the days of the Raj.

But more than his contribution
1o cricket was the sporting tradition
he left behind. Down to today, his
heirs and his kin — the Buchi Babu
Samily — have given much to not
only Madras sport but also Indian
sport. Unfortunarely, a scatrered
Samily have had little time for Buchi
Babu'’s home where many of them
learni their various sporting skitls in
its huge grounds that bousted ‘nets’,
rennis courts and stables.

Much of those grounds have
now been disposed of. Luz House
itself stands almost hidden from
public view by new construction.
Bui on the first floor is Buchi
Babu’s room, much as he left it, «
veritable picture-gallery of early
indian cricker in Madras. Down-
stairs, however, the NEW has taken
over. A computer grganisation has
moved in — and the classes it
conducts rather narrow that
verandak ‘pitch’ of yore.
(Photographs: VS RAGHAVAN)

Indiuns but also
o ETHE
NEW

here is a Tamil saving, “Kalvanam

panni paar. vecliai kalli paar’.
Today, Indian marriages continue to
squeezc the breath out of you. But
constructing a house is no longer
building castles in the air. thanks to
Housing Finance Companics where
wholesale resources are raised and
lending made on retail. primarily to
individual households at rates ranging
from 12 per cent to 17 per cent. In
turn, HI'Cs get their refinancing from
their apex institutions for housing
firance, National Housing Bank
(NHB), commercial banks which have
to compulsorily lend 1.5 per cent of
their incremental deposits on housing
and short term deposits. HFCs allocate
30 per cent of funds for direct lending
to the rural and semi-urban areas,
30 per cent for indirect lending and the
remaining 40 per cent for government
guaraniced bonds and debentures of
the Housing and Urban Development
Corporation (HUDCO) and NHB.

Though most of the HI'Cs,including
HDIC, LIC Housing Finance. Ind Bank

Housing Finance, SBI Home Finarice

and Canfin Homes. are showing
increasing bottomlines, many are in
need of funds. The NHB. on which
the HFCs depend for more than 65%
of their loan requirement, is, by itself.
not so well off. Raising the current low
interest rates (charged keeping in mind
the economically weaker sections and
lower income groups) has not found
approval with the Government.
Moreover, the loans advanced are long
term, while deposits raised are short
term. Apart from HDI'C. which raised
Rs. 1400 crin three years at 13 per
cent, no other HFC has been able to
raise sizeable deposils al compelitive
rates. There are restrictions on
intercorporate loans and HI'Cs have to

We welcome the first
steps to
THE HERITAGE ACT

%

We look forward to its
enactment and impiementation

Space donated by
TAMARAI MILLS

deduct tax at source on interest
amounls of more than Rs. 2500 in a
financial vear. The latter puls them at
a disadvantage against UT] and Mutual
Funds, which do nol come under this

rather tough state of affairs. HI'Cs have
realised that reputation for quality and
innovative service, providing more
funds at the cheapest rales, deployment
of funds inlo good quality assets and
a minimum default ratio can alone win
them an edge against their compelitors.

That is how the securitisation of the
mortgaged loans has taken shape.
Home mortgages will be bought and
sold in the secondary market similar to
a debenture. HFCs will sell their
oulstanding mortgages to an agency
which converts them into loan
receivables to be sold to the investors.
The development of an active
secondary morlgage markel will
increase the funds flow and spread the
risk of HF Cs. HDI'C has come out with
a fixed deposil scheme linked to its
loans while LIC Housing Finance has
policy-linked loans. Debt tribunals are
to be set up for expeditious recovery
of bad loans.

Given the above pace of cleaning
the Augean Stables, given the fact that

an additional 60 million dwellings are
needed for the next 10 years {o close
the present demand-supply gap for
housing and thal the average age of a
loan applicant is steadily falling (now
at 37 vears), the indusiry leaves room
for great optimism. Companies like
Gujaral Ambuja. Tata, Dim amd
Weizmann Induslries are making a
foray inlo the Housing Finance Seclor,
which just goes to show that the
industry 15 currently onthe threshold of
a boom.

Following are our most allractive
frio now:

Hindustan Fibres (CMP Rs. 16.25):

The company .manulactures coarse colton
varn and its shares, which recently opened
at the OTC Counter, are actively Iraded.
Commercial production ol the first phase
commenced during Dec 1993. Though no
firm tie=upfor exports has been dlinched,
coarse colton yarn continues lo form 87 per
cent of Indian exports, particularly the counts
lo be manufactured by HFL. The per unit
realisation in rupee terms has gone up
considerably. HFL can see a turnover of
Rs. 849.63 lakh against the projected
Rs. 1063.81 lakh lor 1994-95. The LPS
of Rs. 1.78 is achievable and would support
Rs. 25. Buy.

Kanishk Steel Industries
(CMP Rs. 70.00): This Madras-based
company of the Rs. 160 cr O P Gupla
group has spread ils wings from
manufacturing sleel rolled producls 1o
windmill power generation. I announced
creditable results for March 1994 with the
tumover touching Rs. 26.37 «r - an increase
of 90 per cenl over the previous year.
Kanishk"has signed a Mol with Chong Qing
fron and Steel Co, China.for selting up a
Rs. 120 cr integraled stee] plani at Goa for
making billels. One more sleel rolling mill
is o be sel up near Kochi. Wilh the

production expecled lo double t. ¥
tonnes, a turnover and PAT of I
and Rs. 2.90 cr respeclively are vy
for March 1994-95. Buy for a g
Rs. 100 in the shart term.

NEPC Agro (CMP R: 8
Manufacturer of “Trupthi” brand ar: 2. ms
sooji, mineral water and salt, th+ M

group corpany has announced v

results for the half year ending Aj1 1§
It reported a turnover of Rs. 40 8 '«
a PAT of Rs. 5.07 cr for this per
projections for 1993-94 are i
Rs. 90 crand PAT Rs. 10 cr. The
LPS of Rs. 11.50 will support a e
al least Rs.115 lor this share. The comy
has recently introduced Trupthi Me
Waler in Western and Northem Ini
already occupies the second plac in
national sales scenario.

K. Gopalakrishs
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“Lel’s once again spread hb
message by installing another slalue
and having yel another lelecast o
Atlenborough'’s GANDHI™

IN MAD, MAD MADRA

IFlder statesman

A s one of the earliest proponents of liberalisation, Murugappa Vellayan
3 4runachalam has the satisfaction of seeing his stand vindicated.
mebody up there in Delhi was obviously listening when he spoke
{, time after time, al various public fora, against excessive government
satrols. So, when the policy changes were declared, Arunachalam’s
urugappa group was one of the first to latch on to new opportunities
1(he conservative South. Suddenly, the once sleepy group is showing
isns of an alert wakefulness.

Not only are the group's companies committed to growth, but they
have also chalked out definite global plans. Parry Agro's tea managed
bget the highest price in its category at the London auction; TI Cycles

putting up a factory solely for exports; and Cholamandalam Finance
stying up with GE Capital.

In Madras, 66-year-old Arunachalam is a highly-respected elder
\atesman. Through the years, he's been the president of various
harnbers of commerce and associations, and has been appointed to
arious government committees. Arunachalam is a stickler for principles
and finicky about ensuring that the Murugappa group abides by a code
of ethics. This value system seems to have gone down well with the
rest of his family members. Which is why, in this bickering age, this
is one family that has no splitting headaches.

(Sketch by DHIR, text by NAAZHEEN KARMALI — From: THE HIT PARADE

Svmbols of Indian Industry, published by Banyan Books. New Dethi.)
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very year, marauding elephants
invade 60-year-old Raghavan
Chettiar’s paddy fields in Mudumalai
Wildlife Sanctuary and destroy up to
50 per cent of his crop. Chettiar can
do nothing about it — except make a
noise — and he sinks deeper and deeper
into debt.

Chettiar’s land is within a protected
area, and although the Forest Depart-
ment has yel to cornpensate him for the
crop loss, it has denied him the right
to sell a part of it or any of the trees
to repay his heavy debts. Even banks
are wary of exlending loans to him
because they don't consider his
elephant-prone land adequate collateral.
Chettiar lives in one of the eight
small settlements within Mudumalai
Sancluary. He and 1.107 Mundam
Chetties — farmers by tradition —
occupy 260 ha of land in these settle-
ments. They have no choice but to
depend on firecrackers and vocal
chords to drive away the rampaging
elephants.

The farmers are more than willing
to move out of the sancluary. provided
they are compensated adequately. for
30 years now, the Forest Depariment

has repeatedly promised them land
outside the sanctuary. Since the 60s,
four proposals were drawn up by Forest
officials — the latest in 1993 — bul
nothing has come out of them.

According to an 11-year study by
Bombay Natural History Society
(BNHS) on the behavioural ecalogy of
the Asian elephant in Mudumalai,
many strategies adopted by the Forest

artiment to deal with the human-
elephant problem have done more
harm than good. “One of the basic
flaws,” says wildlife scientist Ajay
Desai, who headed the BNHS Study,
“has been a total disregard for the
elephants’  behaviour  and
requirements”.

The study dealt with, among other
things, a vital question: why do
elephants raid crops? It first addressed
the effect of habilat loss and degradation
— caused by human activity — on
elephant behaviour.

it showed that clans that had lost
a large part of their range and did not
have sufficient resources were indeed
driven to crop-raiding. It found that the
grealer the forest loss, the higher the
instances of raiding. Research shows

From_ Blueprints to landmarks

The elephant the BNHS team had named “Admiral’
more viclim of the human-clephant conflict in Mudumalai. This picture by A
it had been shot by a lammer whose field it had cntered.

that vital comidors used by the
elephants during their annual move-
ment have narrowed down dangerous-

ly. The result: the elephants are
hemmed into small areas that do not
sustain them and conflicts inevitably
arise.

Government measures o control
this elephantine problem are flawed.
Funds have been found to be squander-
ed either on trying to improve areas that
hold no future for elephants or on

measures thal have already proved
futile. For instance, money has been
spent on barbed and chain-link fences
to keep cattle out of elephant territory.
But this is basically money wasled,
because the fences are ol elephant
proof and are broken easily. Similarly,
trenches, which cost a pile to dig in the
first place, don't work either — they
fill up too soon.

Also, the budgel proposals drawn
up for the parks are often as unrealistic
as lhey are arbitrary. Mudumalai
Sanctuary, for example, was allofied
Rs. 2.8 lakh from the Project Elephant
funds for 1992-93. According to

T, R
S 3 BT 068,

P Jagdish, Mudumalai's wildlife
warden, of this, Rs 2 lakh was budgeted
for wireless sets, Rs. 50,000 for weed
eradication, Rs 25,000 for publicity
and Rs 5,000 for compensation for
human deaths and crop loss.

However, compensation for each
death is fixed at Rs 5,000 and at least
three men were killed by elephants that
year. So while Chettiar and the other
farmers in the Mudumalai villages
languish without reparation, Rs 25,000
is spent on putting up deep in the forest
concrete sign boards that proclaim
‘Crucial Elephant Habitat Zone'.

In some cases, Forest Departments
ranslocate’ problem herds to healthier
habitats. This is an extremely expensive
operation thal involves tranquilising the
animals and transporting them in trucks
to the new area. But as V Krishna-
murthy, a velerinary doctor specialising
in captive elephants who worked with
the BNHS team, points out, this
operation is a waste of money: trans-
located elephants will try to head back
to their original home range — even
though they can't — and cause enough
trouble trying.

The best way to deal with frag-
mented populations, says Desai, would
be to first capture and domesticate the

Elephants in
e backyard

problem elephants. Resources now
being used lo coniroi fragmented
populations should then be pumped
into habitals large enough to maintain
a viable population of elephants. If there
are loo many elephants for Forest
Departments to maintain in captivity,
culling has to be considered. In and
around protected forest areas, when the
elephani population exceeds the carry-
ing capacity, carefully regulated capture
and culling, based on reliable area-
specific research, may also have to be
considered, says Desai.

However, the option of culling as
a solution is hotly disputed and some
experts feel it could lead to a depletion
of elephant genes. But Desai poinls out
that the genetic diversity of isolated
herds is lost to other elephants anyway,
because genetic exchange cannol take
place.

Some scientists believe that elephant
populations regulate themselves and
when their numbers get too high, a
population crash will bring them down
again. In Tsavo National Park in
Kenya, for example, when the elephant
population began building up. a study
suggested that they would have o be

after they had radio-<collared #. tragically became one

w Desai shows Admiral” after

-{CSF-DT)

culled. But the culling was delayed
because others questioned this line of
thinking. Before anything could be
done, a drought struck Tsavo and more
than 10,000 elephants died. The
drought also affected the vegetation and
other herbivoses, including endangered
rhinos. However, the ivory from the
dead elephants was lost or pilfered. The
death of these elephants benefitted
nobody. Perhaps it would have been
better to have culled the elephants than
let nature take its course.

Desai also points out that such
natural cycles work only in extremely
large ecosystems where the effects of
overpopulation and overutilisation of
resources are localised. But the biggest
reserve of India would be only a
fraction of the size of Tsavo. Besides,
while Tsavo has adjoining forests, the
periphery area of Indian reserves
consists of human habitats and farms.

Managing what remains of India’s
elephant population today is a tightrope
adl, requiring a sage combination of
science and forceful implementation of
management techniques. But, unfor-
tunately, the concept of using science
as a management too! is yet to take rool
in India. — (CSE/Down To Earth

Features)
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© This series is on Madras schools that are part of
the City’s heritage. These are not necessarily the
better-known or more successful schools of today.
These are the schools that helped the city to grow.
Each of the schools featured is over 100 years old.

Started in 1847 by some nofable

philanthropists of Muthialpet, like
V Vijayaragavalu Chetti Garu, P Soma-
sundaram Chettiar and Subbarayulu
Chettiar, the School was founded to
impart instruction in Sanskrit, Telugu
and Tamil to the children of the
locality. It was called the Samaskrita
Andhra Dravida Patasala. Ten years
later, English was introduced and the
school’s name was changed to the
Muthialpet Anglo-Vemacular School.
The institution was raised to a middle
school in 1891 and to a high school
in 1896. The school has been function-
ing as the Muthialpet High School ever
since.

(P
-,

The Muthialpet Higher Sccondar}' Sch

The school cccupied a rented
building till 1895. The present school

site in Thambu Chetty Street was
bought that year with help from

philanthropists in the locality. The
school became increasingly popular
and, as more pupils joined, accommo-
dation became insufficient. A new
building was constructed in Linghi
Chetty Street in 1913, a few yards from
the main building, and the Primary and
Lower Secondary Departments were
shifted there. A new three-storeyed
structure was later built.

In 1961, the school, with the help
of well-wishers, started the Dr Rathna-
velu Subramaniam Muthialpet Girls'
High School. The main school was
upgraded to the higher secondary level
in 1978 and offers vocational subjects.

There are about 3000 students and
80 teachers now. The Headmistress is
Mrs Prema Srinivasa Gandhi.

The school has done remarkably
well in sport. Students have represented
the State in Boxing and Carrom. The
national Junior number one seed in
Carrom, L Premkumar, is from the
school. The school has a Friends' Asso-
ciation, which provides opportunities
to the public of the locality to help in
developing the school. The Parent-

Teachers’ Association is a strong body
here. '

The school has planned to celebrate
its 150th year by reconstructing and
renovating ils main buildings — land-
marks in Thambuland'Lirighi Chetty
Streets.

Text and Pholographs by

RAJIND N CHRISTY.

(Quizmaster V.V. RAMAN
questions are from the fo

Sept. 1-15)

1. The leader who' served {
inspiration for Don
Lappiere’s “Filth Hors
completed 25 years in poy
Sept. 1. Who is he?

2. Where was the much
about Intemational Conferer}
Population and Develoy
(ICPD) held?

3. According to a Stale G.0,
will the communities other
SC, ST, BC or MBC, be el
to in all governmg
correspondence?

state had its sesquicenie
inaugurated on Sept. 157 |
9. What new facility was introd
at the Stanley Medical Colle!
Sept. 117 _
6. Name the indigenously buil 4

October: ‘Artist of the Month’: Arputharani
Sengupta. a painter in mixed media. who
combincs painting and textile construction
and who has exhibiled in India and
abroad. Ske is curently a lecturer in Fine
Arts at Stella Maris College, Madras.

Till October 6th: Tor the first time,
Alliance Trancaise, British Council, Max
Muclier Bhavan. Russian Centre and the
USIS present an Intemational Film Testival
in collaborative effort.

Russ:an films: Oct. 4. 5. & 6 at Russian
Cultural Centre. (By invitation).

October 7: The Dufay Colleclive in a
programme  of medieval songs and
dances. At Muscum Theatre 7 P.M.
(Invitations from the British Council.)
The Dufay Collective is a group of six
musicians exploring the rich and varied
musical repertoire of the Middle Ages and
Renaissannce. Their programme features
a broad range of musical styles,
representing the diversity and richness of
medieval music. together with ils sirong
traditions - many of which have their
rools in the. musicof West Asia and
the Far Fast. A wide varicty of musical
instruments  are  employed,  including
shawms. bagpipes, viclles, rebezs, flute,
harp and percussion.

|eading

the vegetarians

{By A Staff Reporter)

Surendra Mehta (71) has

®been unanimously elected
President of the International
Vegetarian Union for a third
consecutive term, a unigue
distinction. His election by
acclamation took place at the
31st International Vegetarian
Conference held in The Hague
{Holland), in August.

In 1993, we remember, he
presided over the 30th Inter-
national Vegetarian Conference
which was held in Madras. This
conference coincided with the
centenary celebrations of the
Vegetarian Union.

AN

AN
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‘O Jerusalem’
by  Mario de Miranda

October 8 to 13: 'O Jerusalem’ — an
exhibition of drawings of Jerusalem by
Mario de Miranda. At C.P. Art Centre,
U am. — ¢ p.m. Sponsored by the
Consulate of Israel (Bombay), Shalom
India-lsrael centre (Bombay) and the C.P.
Ar Centre.

Mario Miranda began freelancing as a
cartoonist and illusirator even while he
was an undergraduale. He went to
Europe in 1959 and worked in London
for a couple of years. Coming back to
India in the early 60s, he joined the
Times of India group. He has travelled
extensively and held many exhibitions.
This exhibition, he says, is the outcotme
of his second visit to Isael, “a country
that has always fascinated me for its rich

Indian Fellows

Ramanujan (1887-1920), rmathe-
matician, mentioned in MM Sept. 16,
was the second Indian Fellow of the Royal
Society. He was clected on 2.5.1918. The
first Indian to be elected was Ardaseer
Cursetjee, a shipbuilder and engineer. He
was elected on 27.5.1841.

Sir C V Raman, Physicist, was elecied
a RS on 13-5-1920. He gave up his
Fellowship-and it was withdrawn on April 4,
1968. | wonder, why?

Roddam Narasimha (1933), fluid
mechanist/zeronaulicist. was elected a
Fellow in 1992, the lalest and the 34th
Indian Fellow.

CA Reddi,
57, Rundall's Road
Vepery, Madras 600 007.

The one-way way

37 ve yei lo see any delailed explanation
as to the meaning of that catchphrase:
Macdras-2000. If t's only betler lighting, then
let’s re-name the city MUD-RAS. The lights
do illuminate the huge piles of mud for our
pedestrians o negotiate, left for months
courtesy .¢f our Comporation. Does the
Corporation just clean forget they've dug up
footpaths and roads and left the mud, lo
eventually turn 1o slush in the rains?

In Madras 2000, traffic will be at a total
standstill. You'd suggesied widening and
flyovers, but for that we'll have lo wait for
Madras-3000.

A more simple but imaginative way to
deal wilh traffic congestion is to make, and
ENFORCE, one-way syslems. For example:
Nungambakkam High Road/Greames Road
~ College Road must become one-way
systems. However, as in London, a special
lane behind a barrier could allow buses to
run in the opposite direction. If Nungam-
bakkam, from the Sterling Road junction to
Gemini, becomes one-way, west-east traffic,
then a special bus lane allows buses (and
cyclisls) fo run east-west. By making
Greames Road — College Road one way
east-west, from Mount Road_ to Sterling
Road junction for traffic (with the same bus
system), this will ensure tha traffic flows in
a clockwise direction. Village, Road should
also be made one-way, niorth-south. As there
are many side roads joining these roads, you
don't have to drive the whole circle. And

and varied cultural herilage".

for the traffic not to jam up at the Whites

Road tum-off after Gemini, that should be
closed and traffic permitted to tum right from
Mount Road further on.

I'm sure there are other one-way
systems the city can set up. For the public's
convenience, there should be special bus
lanes — always running in the opposite
direction. But there's no point unless all these
one-ways are sirictly enforced.

Timeri N Murari
32, Landon's Road
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010.

Stick to trains

Govemment appear to have become

prime movers in reaping the benefits of
properties that have acquired market
premiums due lo lheir locations. This
localional advantage is a direct result of faulty
policies being pursued, resulting in massive
urbanisalion.

Southern Railway has advertised for
pre-qualification for property development
of PRIME RAILWAY LAND at the Moore
Marke! Complex.

A Railway Station is meant for
passengers using railway services for the
purposes of lravelling. All efforts should be
made by the Railways io provide basic
amenities o passengers that contribute
towaids their comfortable travel. All railway
land is meant for creating such facilities at
present and in future. Throwing away such
precious land for hotels, offices, shopping
and other commercial complexes is an act
bom out of considerations other than those
Railways are meant for.

Railways are in the business of running
trains punclually, profitably, conveniently
and comfortably for passengers. Many of
these areas need the serious altention of a
management developed and trained to run
trains not holels, offices or shopping
complexes.

Provision of such facilities on railway
land would further congest the choked
neighbourhoods of railway stations, as all
kinds of support services are required fo run

 the intended facilities. Most of our large

railway stalions and their neighbourhoods

already stink and present an uncivilised
scenario. Let us not make it worse.

Mrs. Sadhna Adarsh

3, First Link Street,

Karpagam Gardens,

Madras 600 020.

A word from the Editor

We welcome letters. But unsigned letters

and letters without complete addresses,
like Mr Subramaniam's, will NOT be
published. Also, please keep your letters
shorl; make a fong letter short by using a
poinl form.

ground-based muilti-barrel o
system  succesfully tested
DRDO recently?

7. Who won the singles crow
the recently held US Open!

8. The German newspl
‘Bild" published this n
nude photograph stating
was comparable to T
of Michelangelo. His
was nol amused’. W
is he?

9. The best selling author of bodl
‘Tai-Pan’,  'Shogun’ 4
screenplay writer of favou

with Love' died on Sept. 7.1
is he?

10. Of what newly constituted s
body is R Arumugam,
{Retd.), the chairman?

1. A Russian ‘mystery’ for nearly
years was ended recently by
new official report. What my
was it?
12. Which city based saint report
attained ‘Jal Samadhi’ on Sept
at Rudraprayag?

13. How did 22 year old Fit. G
Harita Kaur Deol make Ing
aviation history on Sept. 2f
14. Which organisation beg
a ceasefire on Sept. ! d
25 years armed struggle to
British rule?

15. What starlling discovery b
astronomers Felix Mirabel
Mr. Luis Rodriguez come
with?

16. According to ‘Forbes’, who's
world’s highest paid enterfairg
17. Which is the new premises of
DGP offices? (not Marinal)
8. Who won the prestigo

championship held in Ma
recently?
19. Name the ‘grand old man

away recently.

20. In what is considered the lar§
deal in Indian corporate hist}
the Williamson Magor gl
paid Rs. 290.23 crore for ¢
controlling stake in a comf
which gained infamy in Dec.
Name the company?

A

(Answers on P.§

4. Which famous Jesuit collegeil

‘The Great Escape’ and Tof

SPIC South India ladies §

Indian “journalism who pas§
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v cheerful young dancer who is
ng plenty of good work for
[ children through her RASA
a Sunnritya Aalaya Trust) is
h Kameswar. Started five years

WASA has been working with
W hildren, bringing them the joy

nce through adaptation of
ha Natyam, "Kuchipudiand
¢ theatre movements. Children
i by cerebral palsy, Downe’s
me. slow learners, blind, deal.
ally disabled and spastic children
ben presented by Ambika in

anecial dance for
kpecial children

small dance dramas. “‘These children
may not be able to express the normal
joys of childhood. But they have both
the need and right to express them. But
their attempts to explore the world
around or even understand their
own body's capabilities are often
incomplete. The only way to bring joy
to them is to make them feel as normal
as possible, " says Ambika. Ambika goes
on “Dance and movement therapy
help in bringing about the dormant
capabilities in a disabled child. Through
movement expressions, they slowly’

oapy evenings
in a world

ew! What a relief that the two
fmily weddings are finally over
ae can get back to the routine
ad tribulations of one’s soapy
life. All that “will they, won't
“will she, won't he"" behind us
bnd my nails at last growing back
Jiving bitten to the quick in the
acking pre-nuptial suspense! ['m
velled “‘Pronounce them man
¥l quick, you dithering dolt™ at
o priests and leapt about like a
x emilting whoops of joy when
tonis finally kissed the brides.

ankly, one had expected a bit
bood-curdling excitemnent, at least

B shoot-out, a scandalous exposé

»one forever held one’s peace,
'he very least, the bride’s legs
ng under her. A trifle tame, but
ded well, and just as | was

bding to unwind, my 80-year-old
b maami neighbour rang up. She
pdignant and wished to comment
ly upon one of the mothers-in-
the wedding who had actually
| shamelessly with her own
fnd while carrying on La Dolce
with someone behind his back.
d 1 comment on that? [ was
i over the ethics of the whole

Ron when the phone rang again.

Maami again and this time even
urgent. Hadn't one of the brides
iesterday and what the hell was
oing at her wedding alive and

5? Did the soap-makers think we

idiots?
e that as it may, a staggering
er of Indians — ranging from
f bureaucrat to academician to
tlual to the hoi polloi — are
glued to the ‘idiot box' every
day watching The Bold And The
llul people and the denizens of
i Barbara cavort, sing, die, turn
fosts, vanish into the astral world,
¥lore they are born efc. etc. Your
frust, high falutin’ soap-watcher
arranges his parties and meetings
d the two soaps may turn up his
al regional films, but thinks

ithout illusions

nothing of the fanlastic goings on in 5B
and B & B, the drearn sequences and
mushy dialogues which would put a
Hindi movie to- shame, the mind-
boggling coincidences which pepper the
story-line, and the regularity with which
the face, form and persona of a Keith
or a Thome change is like the costume
change of a Hindi film actress in the
course of one song!

Apparently the done thing these
days is to ask the US-returned not for
‘phoren’ goodies but the latest update
on B & B and SB. Tsk, tsk, so poor
Garoline dies of cancer; thank God, it
wasn't AIDS, otherwise what would
happen to poor Thome, Ridge, Brooke.
elc. Has the old hag Sophia come to
her senses and dropped T(oyboy) J?
What! Is it true that Brooke and Eric
tie the knot? And what of Mick the
Teeth and Sally the Spectre? Magazines

like India Today, Week, Sunday etc
occasionally throw out tantalising tibits
about the soaps, adding to the merry
confusion, leading to endless discussions
on the permutations and combinations
of events...

[t AMUL includes you in its adverts,
you've made it and how! To date,
B & B has made it with the Amul
Doll and | have it on reliable infor-
mation that a few Delhi hairdressing
salons offer a Ridge Hairstyle. Madras
has a boutique called ‘Bold and
Beautiful’, and a friend who gels
around quite a bit tells me that the
Capwells and Forresters are the prime
conversation pieces at kitty parties in
Delhi, Bombay, Bangalore, Madras
and Calcutta. How's that for national
integration?

What will it be next — a thesis on
Bold and The Beautiful and Santa
Barbara? Or a scholarly tome on the
whys of this national obsession? Mean-
while, | have just one request for the
media. Please don't let out that Ridge
is 40-plus in real life or that Caroline
and Brooke without make-up are like
you and me. Please, we want to hang
on to our soap-world illusions, even if
we have none left in the real world.

overcome fear and inhibition-and begin
to identify themselves as individuals
with talent and creativity.”

‘Ambika who has shown the
relationship between dance and special

children has begun an eight—month

diploma course in creative movement

THE VIEW
FROM THE
WINGS

education which has eight students
now. The course conducted by experts
in various fields provides inpuls in areas
of movement, therapy, study and
application of movement therapy 1o
persons with various disabilities, normal
child development and other related
topics. This course will help get
movement education into schools in a
big way.
* kK

Another Special

Pralayan and Ramu of Chennai Kalai
Kuzhu did a great job working with

school-dropouts and employed children
from Venkatapuram area in Saidapet
for a mini Aayana that was presented
to the delegates of the Worldforum 94
— of crganisations working with the
disadvantaged child. Pralayan and
Ramu worked with incredible patience,
selfiessness, affection and creative
imagination. Since some leading theatre
people of Madras had talked about how
under-rehearsed the children were in
the Aayana presented in July at LLT.,
I appealed to the delegates to look at
the programme witl: their heart and not
their mind. And several of the delegales

simply could not containiheirlioviand
repeatedly said that it was something
they could never imagine happening in
their ows country. A third generation
immigrant from Tamil Nadu travelling
in India for the first time literally sobbed.
being moved by the joy of it all. Hats
off Pralayan and Ramu!

V.R. Devika

MapNas
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Display Advertising
(Column Width - 4.25 cms)

Corporate - Rs. 80tol. cm.
Retail outlets - Rs. 60/col. an.
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The 7-stone marvel :

And the men behind it :

CRE

But then the 7-stone diamond thodu is no ordinary ornament. It
is specially important to Mehta. Where each diamond is checked
for ‘doshams’ before being crafted. By the same team that made
the BAPALAL diamond a legend-Surendra Mehta, Tushaar,
Naresh and Abhay. Their combined experience and skills of over
100 years gained at Bapalal’s go into making the Mehta
diamond thodu an object of art.

\4

JeweliEnry

40, Thirumalai Pillai Road, T. Nagar, Madras - 600 017. Ph : 8283130.
* Timings : 10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. & 2.30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
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The classic 7-Stone diamond thodu.,
The ultimate test for the diamond
expert and the craftsman. For it takes
more than a discerning eye (o
choose 14 flawless,
matched diamonds. It takes more than skilled hands to cut them
precisely. It takes more than great expertise to bring out each
brilliant facet. To ultimately create this 7-stone marvel,
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MADRAS MUSINGS

City girls make it
to Everest Base

“The gods who made this land
must have been beauly drunk...
Here one is face to face with the
universal mystery itsell .....

t was an unforgettable experience and

a proud moment for the eight girls
from Madras who scaled the 18,192 ft
Kalapathar Peak. They were first the
Tamil Nadu girls expedition to make
it fo the Everest base camp and scale
the nearby peak. Their achievement
was made possible by the Madras
Institute of Mountaineering and Allied
Sports (MIMAS). the only one of its
kind in the State.

Some of the girls, specially hose
from Stella Maris College, had not had
any tickking experience before, but
their fitness and spirit of adventure saw
them through. However, for Chitkala.
the deputy leader in the team, the
expedition provided her another oppor-

tunity to visit the mountains. She had
been to Kauli Pass (12500 ft) in the
Kulu Valley twice, in the 1980s.

Sujatha, the team’s paramedic assistant,
was another who had done a bit of
trekking earlier, whilst involved with
Guiding in college. For the rest, the
acclimatization camp held in the
Mudumalai hills for a few days, six
months before their trip, gave them the
only real feel of things to come.
The girls were not alone, though.
‘Supporting them on their trip was the
MIMAS team comprising Kumara-

swamy, the team leader. and seven
other male members. Kumaraswamy,
a banker by profession. and a founder
member of MIMAS, had organised a
few mountaineering expeditions to the
Himalaya belore as well as one to the
Anaimudi peak (8841 fi) in South
India.

Organising the-trek was the most
difficult part of the venture, according

Camp

to Kumaraswamy. Sponsorship was a
big problem and getting the logistics
right needed considerable coordination
at different ends. The Kalapathar
expedition took more than 18 months
to organise, and the original plan of
setting off during Sept-Oct '93 had to

“be shelved because of several loose

ends.

Sponsorship, which long seemed a
stlumbling block, was essenlial as the
cost for a person on the expedition
worked oul to Rs. 15,000. This was
clearly beyond the capacity of any
individual in the team lo bear. As
Sujatha remarked. “A cup of tea in the
higher reaches costs Rs. 20-25, a shade
over [ive-star hotel rates!”" In the end,
Chief Minister Jayalalitha sponsored five
girls from Stella Maris, cine artist
Vijayakanth helped and so did a few
business organisations.

Overceming all odds, it was an

enthusiastic MIMAS team which set off

from Madras. Arriving in Paina, the
team took a bus to Kathmandu via

The MIM/B leam in Hzma!avan snows on their rek beyond Everest b(zxe

Raxaul. Another bus joumey took them
to Jiri, a beautiful little village in the
Himalayan foothills and the starting
point for the arduous trek. And from
there, the mountains took over.
Accompanied by Sherpa guides and
porters, the frekkers worked their way
up the trail leading to Shivalaya (a
Sherpa selllemer::) then to Lamijura (a
mountain forest), on lo the mist-
covered Lamjura Pass, then to Khari-

kola and the Sagarmatha National
Park. Past the Kosi River they trekked

Indian won

he Tamilnadu Football Association.
with the indefatigbale C.R. Viswa-
nathan as ils organising secrefary.
deserves to be congratulated on the
sizeable entry it got for its recent
inaugural Gold Cup international

women's lournament named after Chicf -

Minister Jayalalitha and for the efficient
manner in which it conducted the
league-cum-knock-out competilion at
the Nehru Stadium as part of its golden

en

jubilee celebrations. It was India’s first-
ever inlernational women’s
tournament.

The Jayalalitha Gold Cup meet
aftracted as many as seven foreign
teams, and the TFA did a fine job by
procuring the required sponsorship for
the costliest-ever tournament held in
India. The Ali-India Football Feder-
ation, under whose auspices it was
held, is stated to have decided fo have

Indian Olympic Association
president B. Sivanthi Adityan

is obviously no mere figurehead.
The Madras newspaper magnate
and the least loquacious of
Indian sports officials, Adityan
keeps himself in touch with
world sport. This became clear
from the Indian Olympic
Association’s (IOA) and his stand
vis-a-vis the All-India Football
Federation's (AIFF) claim that
Indian standards were good
enough for India’s participation
in the forthcoming Hiroshima
Asian Games tournament.

Indian soccer standards have
hit rockbottom, India’s failure to
qualify for the recent World Cup
quarter-finals in the USA, for
which even such tiny nations
like South Korea made the grade,
tells its own tale of the stagnation
‘Indian soccer has undergone
over the last few decades.
Participation in the Hiroshima
tournament can only add to the
humiliation it has suffered.

The 10A did not favour
India’s entry and Adityan hit the
bull’s eye, when he said in a
recent statement that **The Asian
Games or the Olympic Games
could not be treated as a venue
for exposure for a National
squad’’. He could have gone one
step further by stating that the
Games could not be an exposure
not only for teams but also for
officials too eager to see the
world.

The IOA stand was under-
standably a bitter blow to the
AIFF officials, one of whom

A sports chief who
knows sport

' pubhcly claimed that there was
“indifference in the functioning
of the IOA”. Adityan promptly
hit back by quoting facts and
figures, which vindicated the
IOA stand and exposed the
hollowness of the AIFF official’s
charge, which, incidentally, he
made without the knowledge of
his boss, the AIFF president,
Priyaranjan Das Munshi. To his
everlasting credit, Munshi lost
no time in apologising to the IOA
Chief for his official’s
irresponsible statement.

This was the first time the
head of national sports
organisation publicly apologised
to the Chief of another National
body. Though unfortunately, it
did not receive the media notice
it deserved, it has enhanced
Adityan’s status as a knowledge-
able chief and not a mere
presiding deity.

Every knowledgeable soccer
fan will endorse Adityan’s stand
that Indian soccer has miles and
miles to go to make the
international grade. It cries out
for a rejuvenation by taking it,
for instance, to schools and
colleges, where it is as good as
dead. It is also sorely in need of
sponsorship, which can help
players secure jobs and enhance
their financial and social status.
As it is, in India footballers are
at the bottom of the ladder. But
who cares? What officials want
is to stay in power and be in the
public eye.
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il conducted in alternale years at
different centres. .

It is difficult to guess the future of
the exceplionally costly tournament. If
anything is predictable at all, it is that
women's football in India has lo under-
g0 a complete transformation to come
within striking distance of the standards
altained by olher nations. Otherwise
India will havz lo continue cutling a
sorry figure.

noor show

when Oman thrashed India 4-1in a
semi-final of the Qatar Independence
Cup tournament in Doha. It was the
most huiniliating blow to India's soccer
status, and must have silenced all critics
of the IOA. Participation in the
Hiroshima tounament can only add to
the humilation Indian football has
sulfered.

AJAX

and then il was a steep clinkg
Nanmiche Bazzar, Everest basc cagg
this village milling with Shemag
team had a magnificent view of |3
Everest. And then they moved§
their target, Kalapathar peak. H
Climbing it was victory of sof§
the eight Tamil Nadu girsg
mounlaineering as a sporl is J
become popular in Tamil Nadufg
Kumaraswamy. And one off
reasons, he adds, is the woelu! |
clubs and institutes which promd
Bangalore has 40 such clubs, M
rashtra 400, while Tamil Nadg
only MIMAS. A sad stale of 4
indeed! If the efforts of the tmm
kindle the spirit of adventure a
other youth in the slate, it \\oul
an even bigger achievemenl. §

Advemse regular

mapna

MuSI

As the Indian girls walked out after
their third malch, there was the
inevitable criticism of the national
selectors. It was unjustifiable in as much
as the selectors themselves could not
have seen a worthwhile foreign
women's leam in action. The same
could be said of the coach, who was
put in charge of the Indian girls" short
conditioning camp.

India indeed fielded a team of teen-
agers in a lournament studded with
experienced, muscular women, whose
size, stamina and powér made the
home players look like pygrnies. Unlike
crickel, tennis, golf and other games,
football is a physical game, and even
from the Nehru Stadium stands so
many of the Jayalalitha Cup players
looked like men in action, with little
femininty apparent.

Further proof of India's soccer
bankruplcy in the men's section as well,
was provided recently on September 2,

ANSWERS TO
QUIZ

1. Muammar Gadhhali of Libya;
2. Cairo; 3. 'Other Casles’ or
Groups; 4. St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchi;
3. Payment rooms lor general public;

6. PINAKA; 7. Aranixa Sanchez Vicario |

and Andre Agassi; 8. Prince Charles;
9. James Clavell; 10. The State Finance
Commission for local bodies; 1 1. The ‘fact’
that Anastassia, daughter of Tasar Nicholas Ii

was murdered along with her family by the |

Bolsheviks and did not disappear as believed;
12. Swami Haridoss Giri; 13. She became
the country’s first woman pilot in the IAF
to do a solo flight; 14. IRA; 15. They have
found the first example in the Milky Way
of a malter that moves fasler than light;
16. Steven Spielberg; 17. Government
House: 18. Vandana Agarwal; 19. Tushar
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The Hallmark of
an Uncompromising Identity
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about its owner.
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Experience the pride of possessing a Hallmark Diary. Or gift one §
and be remembered day after day, for your thoughtful selection. §
Hallmark Diaries have been meticulously designed with fine
quality papers, soft leather covering, rich and elegant colours,
sturdy binding and a compelling identity that speaks volumes

Set aside the ordinary. And reach over for a Hallmark.
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