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Biming the wors!-case scenario of

Fonc-melre rise in the level of the

faused by the greenhouse effect,

¢ than 5700 sq km of India’s

8l areas could be submerged by

Year 2100. And Tamil Nadu could

fle hardest hit State population-wise,

#1.62 million persons affected by

oss of land, according to a recent

¥,

jhe study, conducted by scientisls

Binstitutes such as Jawaharlal Nehru

fersity JNU) in Delhi and the-
dnal Instilute of Oceanography in

@ predicts that the greatest loss of

]

W '
i as a percentage of a state’s area

Hould be in Goa, which would
( 4.34 per cent of its area inun-

i, lollowed by West Bengal and

(By Devendra Chauhan)
Gujarat losing 1.38 per cent and 0.92.
per cent of their land, respectively.
Unique ecosystems like the mangroves
of the Sundarbans in West Bengal,
Chilika Lake in Orissa and several
wellands on the coast could be wiped
out. Though Tamil Nadu is predicted
to lose only 0.52 per cent of ils
129,439 sq km, population-wise it will
be the worst hit State, the study states.

According to the study, the value
of the land likely to be lost, calculated
al current prices, is a - slaggering
Rs. 152,740 crore — more than
35 per cent of the ‘country’s gross
national product for 1933!

 Virendra Asthana of JNU’s School
of Environmental Sciences, one of the
principal investigators of the study,
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Guess who's come to tea?

faed

points out that India’s coastal area land-
use and administration are grossly
mismanaged and it is about time the
Government set things in order.
Though the predicted economic loss to
the country is enormous, Asthana says,
“the costs are in all probability an
underestimate. The rea! value could be
25 per cent morel” He cautions that-
the resulls of the study are based on
data and economic estimates that are
(Continued on P3)

" Registered with the Registrar of
Newspapers for India under
R.N. 53640/91

About a year or so ago. it was announced in the Assembly that 3 Rs. 4.25 o project -
would be soon implemented to put an end to sea erosion in Ennore. A Bombay team

had surveved the area and made recommen

datiors to check what was described as “a

challenge to the Government”. The October 1994 photographs by RAJIND CHRISTY |

show a worsening situation — a prelude to the forecas! made by the accompanying article
_ anid that the Veeranam pipes (above). first featured in Madras Musings (Aug. 1, 1993),
have not been as successful as hoped in their new- avatar as wave-breakers. Meanwhile.
the temple which was once on shore (circled in two pictures above) seems to be receding

further from shore every day (below).

s e ekt A b A o i G T ST S
State Population (in milfions)

Tota! 5 f.k A SN jws

_ 678, 1.6 88,697 1.38
31Ss 0.55 1,55,565 0.31
66.3 a.62 274,783 0.19
55.6 1.62 129439 052
29.1 0.46 38,763 030
aus 025 191522 0.95
78.1 137 3,07424 013
412 0.44 195838 0.92
197 0.08 3696 434

Source: Virendra Asthana

THE LIFT IS A KILLE

| A25-yéar old man who was using

a lift to go to the 3rd floor in his
apartment building found it stopping at
a floor in between due to power failure.
He opened the door, but as he was
gelting out, the lift started again and he
'lost his life: The body had to be re-
moved by the people who had erected
the lft but to whom the owner had not
given the maintenance contract. Poor

maintenance — with safety switches

(By A Staff Writter)

shortcircuited — was found to be the
cause of the tragedy.

A claim was made by the parents
and the consumer court awarded
compensation. But a life was lost in
véin.

Dr. R. Natarajan, Joint Diredlor,
Industries & Commerce, has suggested
that Govemnment must enact and
enforce provisions for the maintenance
of lifts by a statutory body, with regular

inspection by the Inspecior of Fatories ;.
“or the Chief Inspecior of Govemment,
" This, he says, has become essential asy
the installation of a lift in any building
with three floors and more has been:,
made compulsory by the MMDA, and
bundreds of such buildings are coming
up. ' %

AR £

Asetmnarlsbemsheldmﬁ\s,a

connection in Madras on November’
19th and 20th. -



MADRAS MUSINGS

Samskn'la Ranga, a Madras-based
organisalion founded with the aim

of promoting Samskrit; will stage

Kalidasa's Abhignan Shakuntalam at

the AllIndia Kalidas Feslival to be held

at Ujjain from November 13th-19th.
This group has been staging Samskrit
plays regularly and has also performed
al the Kalidas Festival before. Back in
1961, the group’s eariier production,
Shakuntaam, was adjudged the: best
that year.

- The Kalidas Festival, started in
1958, had its beginiiings in the Kalidas
Jayanti begun by Pandit Suryanarayan
Vyas, some lime in the third decade
of this century. Soon, the festival
became an important platform for the
propagalicn of Samskrit.The popularity
of the lestival led lo the formation of
the Kalidas Academy in 1977-78. The
focus of the Academy is, as ils name
indicates, on Kalidasa and his worke
and making them known {o a wider
audience. It is under the auspices of‘this
Academy that the Samskrila Drama
Festival iisi held.

The Samskrita Ranga = has its
origins in the Sanskril Academy
founded in Madras in 1927 “io pro-
mote and propagate the Samskrit
language among various levels of
people”. The Academy also encourages
speaking in Samskrit among both
students of Samskril and those who

A scene from Samskrita Ranga’s, Abhignam Shakuntalam.

merely like the subject. The Samskrita
Ranga was founded in 1958 by the
late Dr. V. Raghavan, one of the
greatest Samskrit scholars, to coincide
with the start of the All-India Kalidas
Festivalat Ujjain. In fact, one of the aims
of Dr. Raghavan while founding the
Ranga, was todemonstmte thal’Samskni
is still a living language.

Samskrita Ranga has not only
produced quite a large number of
Samskrit plays in Madres, but it has also
drawn full houses for all of them. The
Ranga's activities are now in the hands
of Dr. S.S. Janaki, a Samskrit scholar
and student of Dr. Raghavan. She is
assisted by Bharala Natyam danseu:
Nandini Raman, a daughter of
Dr. Raghavan.

To the question "Do people
undersland enough Samskrit today to
appreciale the plays?”, Dr. Janaki
answers, There are three types of
people in*our audiences, those who
know the play bv heait, those who
know the play but not in full and the
general viewer. But the plays are
produced in such a manner, with
music, dance elc., that it is intelligible
lo everyone”. Which may be one of
the reasons why lhe Ranga’s plays are.
so well received.

As Dr. Janaki says, drama is the
easiest way lo understand the language,
as there are quite a few day-lo-day
situaiions in  them.
complete develepment of a rasa is
possible only in a play, where there are

" guotation in verse;

And again, a

have been quitea few actors who have

picked:up the language after they began

acting in the Ranga's plays.

. The slage.on which.the plays are
set is based on Bharata's Nafya Sastra.
The stage is called Natya Sala and has
been prepared to suit the needs of the

... present day by Goverdhan Panchal, a. :

specialist in Sarnskrit theatre architecture.

In the plays, there are in-built slage.

directions, so that in this theatre of lhe
imagination natural settings become
unnecessary.

What has kepl the Ranga's activi-
lies going is the actors’ and organisers’
love for the langnage and theatre, even
though funding for the plays has been
meagre and.hard to come by. None
of the aclors get paid and the Ranga.

office-bearers also put in an honorary

effori. “But we have managed all along-
and will continue to do so;} Dr. Janaki
cameslly declares’ adding a Samskrit
“A play is like a
yagna (sacrifice)/All the devotion and
sincerity in performing a yagna has to
be present here too.” All is well, it
would appear, with Samskrit in this parl
of the country and could perhaps get
betler with some help.

R. JAISRI

: 'dlfferent peoplc parhcnpalmc' thus +
o enhancmg the. understanding. There |

.} @ This series Is on Madras schools that are part 4 §
| the City's heritage. These are not necessarily 1.c |
better-known or more successful schoals oi today £
These are the schools that helped the city to yrow. §

o

n 1849, the Rev. G.I. Grammar

now remembered in an auditorium,
stared an elementary school in
Kandappa Mudali Street, Puraswalkam,
within the compound of the Lutheran
Church. Wher student nurnbers increa-
sed during the administration of Rev.
Hanson, the school was shifted to a
more convenient place in 1894 — the
present site at Purasawatkam .High
Road. The school was known as the
Purasawalkam Lutheran Mission
‘Middle School till 1898, when it came
‘o be known as the E.L:M. Fabricius
Schiool, taking the name of the Gerrnan
missionary Fabricius.

Rev. John Phillip Fabricius had held
office in St Paul’s School, Vepery, from
1740 to 1746. He leamt Tamil rapidly
and proficiently and translated The
Bible into Tarnil. When the French
took Fort St George in 1746 they

~ demolished the school and converted
- the chapel into a magazine. Fabricius

" fled to Pulicat with the schoolchildren.

In 1749, the English, back in Madras, .

Each of the schools featured is over 109 v*ars olu §

The ELM Fabricius 5School in Purasawalkam.

BERING

to Fabricius and the mission. To expand
the school and other buildings of the
mission, Fabricius turned to a local
moneylender for help, but non-repay-
ment of the debt put him in Debtors’
Jail for a year-and-a-half.

Tippu's cavalry in later years raided
the compound and made a bonfire of
the fumniture belonging to chapel and
school. To make amends for his
cavalry's misdeeds, Tippu contributed
Rs. 300 towards the construction of
St. Matthias” Church, Vepery.

it was Fabricius who solemnized
the marriage of Robert Clive in
St Mary's after the chaplain there had
died. The first edition of his Tamil
hymn book was printed in 1744 at the
S.P.CK. Press and it was popularly
known as Nenjurki Nool. His Tamil
version of The Bible is still known as
the ‘Golden Version' among. Tamil
Lutherans.”

There are about 178 Tamil Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church-aided schools

- throughout Tazml Nadis: The Fabricius
: restored the building and transferred it - Schookis orie of them and its: las-than

St Matthias®
the Scheol and the Vepery Mission.

Church, now with a new coat of paint, has long been associaled with

FABRICIUS

ane-acte site is crammed with buildings.
It has classes frons Middle School to

rligher Secondary School. There are
abeat 2000 students and 71 teachers.
Tae Principal is K Durairaj. The
students are mostly Hindus from the
backward communities. The school has
a computer centre, a slrong Parent-

Teachers’ Association and good hockey
and football teams. The school celeb-
rales Fabricius Day on December Gth
every year.

Text and photographs by
RAJIND N CHRISTY
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. (Quizmaster V.V. RAMAIg
question are from the fortff
October i- ié)

. Who gamered India’s only individs

. Name the biography (and autha

. What unique feat did Britain!
“Campbell achieve on October h

. Name the irio who have won zlus] f

. Who is the new Commissionur

. The Madras Flight Information f

. Meria City, the birthplace of Mgl

12.

. Name lhe lndian who hch becn e

~many people dead?
. Name the religious cult whose et upon. At the age of 65, Vyjayan-

. Swilzerland on Odobu 5th, 1

. Why was Maj. James Hewit in thep

. Pakislan recenth'

-

ﬂ]f: Governmen! o { indfa 5 hsghfs ) ,
was inslituted on Oclober 2nd. §; i

in thc toceiitly held Asian’ Gane

CEC, T.N. Seshan, which -alleg:dy
Anna fo the CIA and hes evokeds
crilicism in the Siate.

Nobel Peace Prize.
Corporation of Madras?

(MFIR)hitherto- named "Madhas{d
former minister), has been renamed:

as..¢

Ruicht... with three very good

. Narie the Tamil Nadu presiden! fkrammes pleasing the senses and the

Hindy Munnani, whose mudgd: Arun Sayeeram’s Carnatic sing-
Madurai sparked ofl tension in ihe'  [or the Soundararaja Trust at the

. Which book has won the prepffivasa Shastri Hall in Mylapore,

Bt Natyam in its amazing fuidity
i precision by Vyjayanthimala Bali

Booker Prize for this year?

alakshelra and a simple but very
ymative discussion on folk music by
fipavanam  Kuppuswamy  for
fhalam at the Srinivasa Gandhi
Byam.

| Vyiayanthimala Bali danced al the
nk dance festival, lhe Bank's way
Bing ‘Thank You' to Madbras city
bemg good cuslomers. Former

saw the latest form of public lrany
the country being introduced on(:
12th. What was the transpoit!
The $900 million spacecraft sent;
Venus began is death dive on'
12th, after five years of useful m

Name_the probe.

allernalive Nobel Prize) lor h:s il eamanged Vyjayanthimala’s recilal.
tribal wellare in Karnataka. r politics, her being an M.P., her

. Whit incident sparked off nearly sflous film history, all faded into

of violent unrest in Bangalore, kifhingness and only the purity of her
ce remained that evening for us lo

(about 50) commilted mass suicgl pla danced tirelessly and with such
Jery of her art thal her performance,
shocking the world. - h all its intricate movements and

hm, seemed to be a spontaneous

Name the controversial Tamil lilmt i She  danced h
on the Rajiv Gandhi's assassinalion, Jf° o> 21 anced with great

has been permanently banned by

Madras HC. pcould execute to perfedion. It was

ly joyous to watch the greatest
ncer of cur {imes.
Aruna Sayeeram's rendition, in

eye in Britain rerenlly‘«’

. Name the two new police poss &Bich she amplified and elaborated.

in the Stale with the rank of a by the sense of the words, and her
Name the latest class of ° prom Jof making music were quite magical
brought under a package of socials:J created a vivid imagery in lhe
meastres by the Tamil Nadu Goveilids of the audience. She was in
on October 8th. lefe control, as words and melody
Name.the Australian who becarfliied in pure Laya and full of Bhava.
lhe third debutant, and the lates!, b8 na’s music is almost a visual art.

a ‘hatrick” in Tesls. It was #)
‘Wtalam on Tamil publications and

(Continued from P4)

for 199495 we eslimate an EPS of
Rs, 5.25, which would support a price of
Rs. 80. Buy.

Lanco Industries (CMP Rs. 26.29):
Earlier known as Lanco Ferro Lid., this
company approached the public in May 94-
with an equity issue aggregaling Rs..9 cr
to part-finance its Rs. 54 cr project for the
manufacture of foundry grade pig iron. The
commercial production” of the plant

commenced on Seplember 15, 1994 as
against scheduled July '94. Thé'company - , R
hasalready aduevedalumoveroleZ o] tearated E;

y at Rs. 20.

, 1994 95 The EPS is" experied lo be.'

Rs.0.80. For 199596, if the company
operates al 95% capacily, & lurnover. of
Rs. 55 ¢r canbe expected, which will yield -

an EPS of about Rs. 2.50 on a PAT of -
Rs:5.70 cr. This will support a price of -
Rs. 50 for this share. It s a good longtern™ -
~ buy at current levels; The downside risk is

also low, as the public stake is limited to
25.2% and il is a low-priced share in ' this

: hlgh yoxv‘th 1ndusb'y Technically, the share

is moving sxdeways Buv wnth astop loss

June-’

on an eqmty of Rs. 6 ¢r for this period. Tl
company’'s efforls on market developn]
will yield results only in 1994-95. li»
has 57 branches out of which 20 bra
were opened only in the last six mog
It plans 1o add 12 tnore branches’ !
Deceniber '94 and take the total to 73
'95. 1t has se! a target of Rs. 800§
for deposits for 1994-95. The company®
enlered into funds mobilisation for MUt "
funds in a big way now. The EPS for 1%
95 s estimaled at Rs. 8, whicly-will supf@®
e e ‘_apnoeofl?s 80 for, tiusshar Agood ‘

June

(Answers on p. 7)
, y lalked with passion about Tamil

music. A villager from a family
known for its rendering of folk

'94, 1t reported a PAT of Rs. 18!
dorate on folk music and classical

his very popular folk music
Xlomances.

He has collected hundreds of songs
very remote villages during his

foyment, but used only movements

Al the discussion organised by .

k music, Pushpavanam Kuppu-

%, Kuppuswamy is working.on a -

Sc al the University of Madras. But,
Sastar in the perfonningarl’sascene

vels. Kuppuswamy narrated: . his
eriences during those journeysinan -
itably humorous' manner, which..
aso very moving. He related each
e songs to the classical ragas. .

Anandabhairavi, Kurinji, Sindu Bhai-

" ravi — classical ragas in all their richness

but with the raw earthiness of folk
expression — were beautifully brought
out by Kuppuswamy.

His rendering of Oppari was both
hilarious and sorrowful. Oppari is a
system developed in our village social
system to give help to a family in’
mourning, to narrale the circumstances
of the death and the attributes and other
details of the dead person. It is also lo
announce the death to the neighbours.
The melancholic refrain of the Gppari
evokes deep pathos and allows full
freedom to the grieved woman lo
lament on her condition and the discri-
mination and alrocities she faces.

pari is a balm in times of crisis
caused by death and is used to express
aloud internal anguish

Lukewarm response
l.l.T: Madras celebrated its first India

Festival, ‘Bharath Utsav’. Dr Ajit
Kumar Kolar, a Professor in Mechani-

yanth1mala S
lance, a truly
oyous experience

. Oclober 1 15th WaS C("(’.bmtﬁ'd work \fery [ulmhng and Sahsfyms fort-

cal Engineering and Advisor (Cultural),
feels strongly about the fact that most
1I.T. students think they are in the U.S.
the minute they enter L.I.T. and have
little or no inlerest or feel for things
Indian. He organised ‘Bharath Utsav’
to give them an opportunily to get to
know some of the arl traditions of their
country.

There were leclure-demonstrations
on creativity in classical music, a
demonstration of the Kathakali tradi-
tion, workshops on potiery, ar arts and
‘crafts sale and exhibition and several
music and dance perforrnances. Sadly,
the response- from the students was
lukewarm. They were all busy applying
to American universities! It is only
when they go thefe that they will
understand the need to know their

india.

The lukewarm response, however,
need nol be a deterrent to prevent
Bharath Utsav from becoming an
annual feature. Go 1o it, Dr. Kolar!

V R DEVIKA

ATYA]IT Ray, Ritwik Ghatak,

Mnnal Sen and Shyam Benegal
have occupied high pedestals. But of
lale, a modicum of interest has been
shown, worldwide, in India’s so-called
mainstream cinema because it has been
living up lo cerlain intenational
slandards.

However, it is loo early to pal
ourselves on the back, because we are
still treated as low~caste cinema. The
international atlitude continues to be
patently patronising. In fact, we are
expecled to move arounrd in certain
resiricted areas.

In this context, | have been irying
to explain — nol as a defence
mechanism — thal the kind of films we
produce are slrictly for local con-
sumption. Whatever other exposure we
achieve is a fringe benefit; whatever we’
get by way of overseas sales is thanks
to an audience comprising Indian
selllers abroad. Our cinema is a purely
ethnic cinema.

The framework of our films has
emerged from our cullural conditions
and background. Like mainsiream
theatre, our films hinge on music, songs
and dances. Music is the main pillar of
support as much in Hindi cinema as
it is in Tamil cinema. Hence, India has
a home market unlike that of any other
country — it doesn’l make any allow-
ances for the tastes of foreign film
viewers and critics. If they laugh into
their palms while watching our films,
we can afford to laugh right back. We
have seen the vast amount of trash the
international community produces.

We can even silence this sniggering
audience if we want to; our film-makers
are capable of meeling international
requirements bui, at present, they
correctly feel that there is no need to.
Why globe-rot when there’s pienty lo
' be done al home?.... |

In our own archives, we have fiims
like Mughale-e-Azam and Kaagaz Ke
Phool which could stand up lo inler-
national scrutiny anywhere. There is
no need fo fashion our. cinema like
shoes to fit the intemnational fool. They
will have to make do with chappals
which are designed to cope with the
slush and grime of Bombay as wel! as
the scorching heal of the Rajasthan

[ sands.

Such thoughts have been provoked
by a visit to the recen! Toronto film
festival. Two of my films, Thevar
Magan and Nayakan, were shown
there, Nayakan as parl of the jusily
deserved relrospective of the films of

—w
Articllate  Tamil film slar
KAMAL HAASAN wrole this hard-
hiiting answer o critics afler he
relurned from the Toronlo Film
Festival. The article firs! appeared
in the Sunday Times of India.

SRS R
Mani Ratnam. The refrospective was,
indeed, a pleasanl surprise.

However, Mani was asked some
strange questions al the press con-
ference. He was asked if Roja had been
subsidised by theGovemnment. They
saw the film as blatent propaganda.
Interestingly. it was only the whiles
who asked such questions. Mani had
to tell them that the film wasn't spon-
sored in any way by theGovernment
and thal its contenl had been derived
essentially from information gathered
from the newspapers.

As for Thevar Magan, like Mani’s
relrospective, it was largely well
received. The festival-goers did find the
songs unseltling — | was asked why
there had to be so much siress on
music. They were confused because
they also see Anand Patwardhan’s
films, and cannol understand that our
films are varied and eclectic. But a
Brilisher who came up lo me said thal
he could understand the difficulties we
have to contend with while calering to
market forces....

On the other hand, the noted critic
David Overby wrole in the festival
brochure that Nayakan had a “loony
charm”". | ‘vondered if he had mis-
understood the film. Perhaps com-
parisons with The Godfather series
prompted such a second-grade raling.
But would he have made such a
remark about Roman Polanski's
Macbeth since Akira Kurosawa had
made il earlier-as The Throne of
Blood?...

Shekhar Kapur's Bandit Queen -

was the star of the show. Phoolan Devi
had inadvertently done greal PR for the
film by sending a letter to the festival
director... Il was a strongly worded

letler which served just the opposile

Excellence

R DEVIKA, who writes

Madras Musings’
Arts column, ‘The View {rom the
Wings' was recently presented
the Rotary Club of Madras East’s
VOCATIONAL EXCELLENCE
AWARD. She received the
award from Justice Ar. Laksh-
manan at a Club Tea-meeting
held at the Park Sheraton.

Devika,- Director of the
Madras Craft Foundation’s
Cultural Outreach programme,
and. Cultural Coordinator of
INTACH, Tamil Nadu, has, for

years, arranged shows for

popular

recognised

Classical and Folk performing
artists at home and abroad,
taken various art forms to the
schools and introduced children
to them, and has brought Folk
art to urban audiences and
Classical art forms to the rural
areas. She was instrumental in
establishing ‘Sittrarangam’, the
little theatre in the Fair Grounds
near Fort St George, and staged
the two grand Ayanas, in which
over a thousand children, pri-
vileged, underprivileged and
han(hcapped participated on
each occasion..

S Ptk

The award is a fitting recog-
nition of Devika's dedication to
Art and her determination to
promote ALL art forms far and
wide.

THE EDITORK

Our world,
their world!

purpose. Bandit Queen became a
rarefied even...

Shekar Kapur made the film for
Britain's Channel 4. So, he had more
freedom than an Indian film-maker.
Since nudity and expletives are for-
bidden by the censors, our scenes begin -
where the scenes in Wester fitms end.
For instance, a bedroom scene here
starts only when the display of sexual
intimacy is over. In addition, fathers cry
differently and mothers embrace their
daughters differently in our movies. The
entire cutlook is something else, thereby
making Bandil Queen so different from-
the same direclor's Masoom and
Mr India.

Al home, if we remain compa-
ratively backward technically, it is
because we lack the crucial tools. It is
a problem which goes back to the
Govemment which doesn't encourage
the import of updated cameras besides
sound and editing hardware. We are
the largest film-producing industry in the
world. Surely, we should be treated on
par with the knitting and export trades.
The govemment needs to push our
cinema in the intemational sphere like
the Chinese authorities have, by tapping
new sources for the sale of their films
abroad...

At Toronto, I did meet some people
who evinced an interest in an inter-
national project from India, a project
which has all the right colours and
ingredients. But § could sense that I can
raise only about 40 per cent of the
budget | have in mind for a film called
Marudhanayakam, revolving around
one of the most daunting rebels against
the Brilish Raj. If ] were to make it only
for the Tamil market, there would be
nothing lefi for the producer to take
home even if 1 sacrificed my own
remuneration, which is no way lo
make films. If the project was dubbed
into Hindi, perhaps it would be
commercially viable.

- 1 have studied the pros and cons

. of launching a fim for intemational

viewers. Marudhanayakam has enough
girth to work globally. Maybe it doesn't
have to be Maii or me who will carry
the message of India’s mainstream
cinema to the world. We are just
among the first to make forays into a
new frontier. Some day, perhaps, there
will be no patronising and no reviews
which will claim that our films have
a “loony charm”.

‘Madras Musmgs wishes all its readers

A VERY HAPPY DEEPAVALI

ANSWERS TO
QUIZ

1. The Gandhi Peace Prize; 2. Jaspal
Rana in shooting; 3. Seshan: An Inlimale
Story by K. Govindan Kutty; 4. She became
the first woman to walk around the world;
5. Yasser Arafal, Yithzak Rabin and Shimon
Peres; 6. Surjit K. Chaudhry; 7. ANIRO;
8. White Cane Day; 9. P. Rajagopalan:
10. How Late it was, How Late by Scol-
land's James Kelman: 11. The 'rail bus’,
where buses ply on railway tracks;
12. Magellan; 13. Dr. Hanumappa Reddy

- Sudarshan; 14. The telecasling of Urdu

news on the Kannada channel; 15. ‘Order
of the Temple of the Sun’ led by Luc jourel;
16. Kutrapathnikai (Chargesheet) directed by
R K. Selvamani; 17. In a recently released
book Princes in Love, he daims o have had
sexual reltions with Princess Diana;
18. Projec Officers for Greater Madras and
the Police Academy respectively; 19. The
construction workers under the Tamil Nadu
Workers {Construction Workers) Wellare
Scheme; 20. Damien Fleming al Rawal[xndx
on Oclober 4th.
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Good Sport
MMamboyance is anathema to the southern businessman. And Narayana
~ Sankar, with his muted, serious approach is 10 exception. This
chemical engineer from the {llinois Institute of Technology is chairman
of the Rs. 1000 crore Sanmar Group in Madras. Chemicals,
thermoplastic resins, cement and electronics comprise Sankar's world.
Chemicals and Plastics India Ltd (Chemplas’; is the flagship company
of his business house, which Sankar manages with his Lrathers.

So far it's been smonth going for Sankar ia the peace sud®quiet of
the South. Now he's looking for forzign alliances for his companies and
it's all systems go at Sanmar.

Recognition and respect of peers came to Sankar early. Tk .gh forty-
eight now, he's already been the president of Assccham and the Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce. Al present he's the president of the
Indian National Committee of the International Chamber of Commerce
and the honorary Consul-General for Denmark.

Sankar believes in playing by the rules and that's not surprising,
considering his fanatical interest in sports — mainly tennis and cricket.
Those who know hi:n well say that he's not just a sportsman but a good
sport too.

(Sketch by DHIR, test by NAAZHEEN RARMALL - From: THE HIT PARADE

— Svabols of Indian Ind-stry. Publshed by Banvan Books, New Delhi.)
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We welcome the first
steps to
THE HERITAGE ACT

*

We lcck forward to iis
enactment and implementation

o e e

Space donaied by
TAMARAI MILLS

Deregulation is an indispenable up-
shot of the nrocess of economic
liberalisalion and globalisation. So it is
that the freeing of the lending rales, on
all advances above Rs. 2 lakh in the
busy season credit policy, has received
a favourable response all round.
The main thrust of the current credil
policy has been inflation managemen.
ensuring comorate growth and impro-
ving compelition among banks and
ensuring their viability. In order to
curtail inflation, the RBI has proposed
active open market operation and
introduced a CRR of 7.5 per cent on
ihe TCNR deposits. The ‘make or
break” of the policy, i.e. guidelines
relating to the lending rale as mentioned
above, has broken niew ground. The
lending rate for advances belween
Rs. 20,000 and 2.00.000 has been
rodueed om TR15% 1o 15.5%.
These quiddine: have sunwmoned < cur-
ave from the fact that @ one per cont
reduction in the lending rale lasi vear

a0t only did not lead to spiralling prices,

bul also assisted companies in reaping
belter profits. No wonder comporate
bodies are elated. The abolition of the
MLR will allow them lo meet their
working capilal requirements at lower
rates. High-cost debt, either Indian or
overseas, can be repaid now through
cheaper borrowings. Top-rung

companies can use their clout to drum
up compelitive 1ates out of the bank.

The credit policy subthy cives a rap
on the knuckles ol the commercial
banks. asking therm lo spruce ap. Given
that the whole banking sector is char-
acterised by a liquidity overhang and
a lalling credit deposit ratio and that the
current cut in the SLR to 31.5% will
ivave them with iore inveslible funds,
there is no option for banks but to chase
credil-worthy clients and elbow their
way lhrough the established players.

q

S T
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Even as the comorales seek «hof§ :
souices of funds and banks wie- Vho says a slum can'l be kepl
one another to woo clients. 1 ' clean? Who says ill-kepl icne-
debt-cquity ratio ought to muci fists cant be a model for & cleaner
for the former. in this context. thy das? For such Doubling Thomases,
bond market, which has bees .in st lo Navalar Nagar is called for.
non-existent so far, is o stag o |l Once it was called Lock Nagar and
start with the new credil poli b file as a small stum behind the
well. .os University, on (he bank of the

A boun or bane 1o the ¢y dinsham Canal. Tock” because of
sector is a boon or bane {0 i o wow defunct lock which released
market, which goes lo say that *' s into the Cooum’ near the ‘lron
has reacled favourably to 1 &
nolicy. True, the freeing of inte.si:
has rome late. Bul beller .
never,

Our three recommendatio &
forlnight are:

"adT]

@ WHAT A
CONTRAST
TO LAET
FORTNIGHT'S
FOGUS!T

Bridge". The confluence of canal and
river, both rich in untreated sewage,

eniove 00 per cent market sha af
segment. The company expaide &
coverings capacity to 1ol er sq )
will add to the temover from 1992575
1993- 94 itreported an TPS of €4
(Continucy i

GRS A A DT
RS

FERY ﬁ

;é} .G%B%"_i, h...

: e
,{ﬁ ng{,;i?, gy 8
Rk TS 3‘\‘\?‘: T o=

o

; E't“
e

o

FHEREIA.
ey
N

i1

i%i"
il

d3
Bl

5 VESERBAS ASZD AOIRAAL 6
ESERTY
Fo

LGO8

Tio canalstde park and rock garden ar Nowvalar Nagar war deviloped o the ate

aoowshed which once housed fifh cows
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Our pictures of the QLD and NEW this fortnight feature Government architecture of 1wo ages nea
hundred vears apart. The OLD, the indo-Suracenic of the Veierinary Colleve and Hospital, Vepery (nov I

quarters of the Temil Nudu Yeterinary aid Animal Scienice University), reflects tirn-of-the-20th ¢ cnigghs

sovermmental wims (o build in imperad Mughal splendour, (o dazzle the
puhiic vl an architeciural idion the man-in-ihe-street was thousht 1o be
meare tamilar wah, The College was started in 1903 in Lt Col Dobbin's
home and, on the site of Dobbin Hall, was bwdle the handsome Indo-
Suracenic buitding in 1904 by Musilamony Muduliar.

five NEW i i affice of the Inspector General of Registratios, Tunil Nudu. Certainly one of ti b
by af Government arefiftectural developmients in recent times (W0 desien?), the pate green and whie Disih
with recessed sections is now a siriking architectral featwre in San Thome. -

(Photographs — The Old by SUSHEELA NAIR and The New by'V S RAGH AV
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Eoum rescues Navalar Nagar

put the iron lock oul of use for ever
The villave, by now ‘developed” -with
‘high-rise " lenements, then adopted the
name MNavalar Nagar, after Finance
Minister ‘Navalar” Neduchezhian.

As with most tenement complexes
and slums there was a lack of civic
sense here and hysicne was abysimel,
That was until the younger residenis
of Navafar Nagar woke up to whal a
mess their environment was. They
decided to tie up with a nearby Fxnora
sroup and there began the clean-up on
a war-fooling.

Seven months of hard work by a
team led by Kannan, a milk vendor,
and with help from Exnora tumed afl
the udliness around mlo something they
had never drearacd of. The housing
blocks were freshly repainted and the
buildings were naried Uzhaippu, Anbu,
Arivu, after the essential qualities
required i Man. Rubbish heaps made
way Jor small gardens. an open air
cowshed vas turmed into @ rock garden
after the cows were disposed of. a
miniature playsground s created, and
stone slaby park: benches were sef up
under the shade of the frees. A mobile
library: of Toamit hooks and jormals vas
lavnched using o tristrws and i very
popular with the residenies A clodd,
lower 3 the eptraice to the village
being comstzucted and o vacant spo!
near the tover will be faonwi s Hic
flagstafl area. Al politicia parfies
compling i the colopv will iave b
crect their paay flaes ONEY in this
allotted spot and nowhers else within
the colom!!.

Nainain,  who  spearheades
Operation Clean-up and
assisted by some 150 voiiths of the
colony, savs. “Fynora gnve us the
required molivation @nd  now o
allilecle fowards cieaniimess aned fvien
has changed <o much wwrds e

whos was

positive. (e childrers witf be cdurated
fo keep our nehiourhood Cea oo
i this wav, we will sustair our efforts
forever”.

Navalar Nagar has shown the way
fo Vision 2000. It has shown thai if
is up lo the residents themsehes io
improve their environmenit, Will otfer
slums and lenement complexes follow
Navafar Nagar's lead?

Photographs and Text by
P ,

V S RAGHAVAN

w
R N,
¥

= Do
\\'g
3
RN
. ’\j & \t ‘
RN

Navalar Nagar's ‘Main Street” i being embellished with a new clock tower”. Note
the parkiig ot on the left and the tree-shaded park on the nght which borders the Buckingham
Canake

o . W 7 P ;’Zw'\ '?
N v A
W . PR e ! »,;'.',o,ﬁ,f}i’ g NEIEE AR
?geﬁ; i “3 e ""»‘:; j ’Hﬁ% ';(ﬁ AN el
?ﬂfﬁ -~ Lo 1 / ; Zep
53
B L Y.
’;i E:'," [}
N B s
- YR Y
o aEe T S 4
E é N o lf; ; - ;?s !
Mo £33 %lf”’- g
% ol A o
5 = AR R
Fail s Bl B B
~ -::;_,...J :_ E{ : a ! ,;!
T P i
Y g il

The strevts i Ngvalar Nagdr are constantiy: cleed. ensuring spolless roads. Nole
e freshib painted resdential biods. The dove of aeace s pamted on the block called
Sergcianam . Phe candes Bereatiy it and on the Wl evieme were once nebbish heaps
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"E"his happened in Robert

* Clive's times. The East India
Company had set up a local
administrative body in Madras.
An Englishman, well read in
Humanities and Law, was deput-
ed as the head of this unit. His
duty was to function as a
magistrate whenever any
situalion demanded it. This
particularly concerned iisputes
involving white men which had
to be heard only by another
white man.

One day, two Englishmen
were brought before the magi-
strate for disrupting peace in the
area. They had got into a violent
argument on the banks of a local
river. Another Englishman,
passing by, had nabbed them and
brought them to court.

i Each man accused the other
of starting the fight. The

magistrate found it difficult to

decide. The passer-by, who
nabbed them, was also not of
.much help in deciding the
culpability. So the magistrate
asked them if there had been any
witness to their quarrel, when it

started. Both answered that
there was a solitary black man
taking a bath in the river. But
neither thought that the black
man could have followed
-anything.

The magistrate summoned
the black man. An interpreter
was also brought. The black
man, when questioned, replied
that he did not know a word of
English but assured the magi-
strate . that he could repeat

| The Black Witness

verbatim the exchange between
the two Englishman.

The magistrate was sur-
prised! The interpreter eluci-
dated that the Indian system of
education differed from the
Occidental method, in that the
student was taught by ear. The
magistrate and those present in
the court were stunned to hear
the black man repeat the entire
exchange without omitting the
tone or nuance of each word
uttered by the quarrelsome duo.

The magistrate reprimanded
both the Englishnien, after fining
both for their disgraceful exhibi-
tion in public. He was so
impressed by the black man that
he appointed him an official of
the court. Thus it was that an
unknown black ‘man became
famous later as a ‘Tharka Vadin’
and became a household name in
Hindu Law.
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P would like To read
Musings reguiarly

lease mail me Madras Musings every fortnight.
| enclose my subscription.

v COUPON........]

M/s. Lokevani Hall Mark Press Pvt. Lta.
62/63 Greames Road,
Madras 6C0 006.

sy

Dear Sirs,

I would like to subscribe to Madras Musings, the journal
that cares for Madras. | enclose my subscription for 24
| issues of Madras Musings from the coming fortnight.

|

Rs. 60 (India) *
Rs. 375 (Sri Lanka, Malaysia, the Guif) *

Rs. 425 (Europe and U.S.A)) ©
(Tick whichever is applicable)
{* All rates are inclusive of subscription, postage and handling charges.)

NAME

Address
(in block letters)
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All cheques to be made out to Lokavani Hall Mark Press Pw. Ltd.
Cash subscriptions will be accepted at the reception desk at
Lokavani Hall Mark Press Pvt Ltd. 62/63 Greames Road, Madras

600 006.
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t was the first Protestant

such, it was the church of the
first Protestant congregation in
Madras. It was the Governor's

Governor, Streynsham Master,
who felt his flock needed a
church of their own, rather than
Father Ephraim de Nevers’
St Andrew’s Church, a Roman
Catholic shrine that was
permitted in Anglican Fort
St George. In time, it became the

Church and then a protected
monument and heritage building
with a history of worship in it
“without a break for the past 314
years. The Man From Madras
Musings has two favourite
churches in and around Madras
— and this is one; the other is the
shrine atop St Thomas’ Mount.

But in all the years MMM has
been dropping in at St Mary’s in
the Fort, there's never been an
occasion quite like the service on
October 23rd, %o celebrate
United Nations Day arnd the
Church’s 314th birthday. In
fact, MMM doubts whether any
of the worshippers over the
centuries would have seen any-

church BUILT in India. As

church, byilt as it was by a

" Presidency Church, the Garrison -

mwmw

Musmss
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CATERING

hinese Food — Business Luncheon on

Service delivered to your office —
Hygienically prepared and packed in
disposable containers. Contact 10.00 a.m. to
1.30 p.m. Phone: 835531/834932.

HELP OFFERED

Do you need part-timers for baby-sitting, old
people-caring, travel companions, sales-'
men? Contact K Rajeswari at Tel: 581827/
566553.

FOR SALE

COntact Balaram, 24 MRC Nagar,
Madras-28 {or Whole Warid Collection

Stamps and First Day Covers. Tel: 4938257, ]

4938613.

TRANSLATION

ranslation: Indian/Foreign Languages:
Tel: 569481.

thing quite like this celebration
with song and dance, poetry and
prayer. Master, Yale, Pitt & Co,
who were fifed and drummed
into the church — first to the
front pews and, later, to the
Governor’s pew on high — to
hear rich oratory, solemn organ
music and the peal of the bells
of St Mary's — could well have
been wondering, somewhere up
there, why life and worship
were not quite as joyous in their
times as this couple from
Scotland, Issy and Arthur
Sanderson, were making it in
their attempts to rouse the
church from its slumber and take
in intc the 21st Century.

There was that Australian
team who are a part of the battle
to clean up Madras, but on this
occasion contributing guitar,
mouth-organ and what looked
like a pipe to accompany the
organ, the 5t George's School
choir and the congregation,
causing a bit of sway, a bit of
stomp and a bit of rhythm, parti-
culary splendid in the Caribbean
Lord’s Prayer. There was danc-
ing jn costumes ranging from the
Hellenic to the Cholan and the
Japanese. There were rose petals
strewn on the congrigation by
the dancers. There were banners
on the U.N., the people of all
nations and Peace, solemnly
carried in and blessed like the
colours of any regiment of old —
but very unlike those flags, in
the messages they expressed:
International oneness and uni-
versal joy. There was the Prayer
of 8t Francis of Assisi and a poem
of that musing phoiographer
Ramesh Ganadhi recited in langu-
ages ranging from Japanese to
Swahili — but sadly no Tamil.
And there were prayers and
sermons stressing the unity of
man, all spread over 2% hours.
A bit too long, MMM felt, even
in the cause of faith, peace and
international oneness. But it
made a congregation of all
nations and all faiths happy —
and a bit of joy in a troubled
world is something to be
welcomed.

Exhibition Stalls :
Delegale fee

Rs. 3000 ...

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED
Two.day seminar on

Use and Maintenance of Lifts in Flats and Offices
al Holel Savera, 69 Dr Radhakrishna Road. Mylapore. Madras 600 004.

November 19th ... ... 10.15 am. — 5.00 p.m. and
November 20th ...... 10.00 am. — 5.00 p.m.

Advertising: Rs. 500 — Rs. 2000

: Rs. 1000 (including course materials, lea and lunch.)
Organised by

TAMIL NADU ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION

496, 4th Cross Street, Indira Nagar, Madras 600 020. Telephone No. 413523.

Co-sponsors: Institwie of Engineers India. Institution of Valuers, Tamil Nadu Electrical
nstallation Engineers Association. Electrical \Women's Contracts Association and others.

PRENDERGAST, A {ed.)
SHAEFFER, C B
STERNBERG, E
WARWICK, K (ed.)

FICTION
BURGESS, A
BURNS, C
CHADWICK, E
WATKINS, P

British Council Library, Madras
(Telephone: 8525002, 8525412-22-32)

Recent Additions

The Kenneth Wiliiams diaries

Z: An introduction to formal methods
How to become a consultant
Painting and decorating. 3rd ed.

Power on the back benches?
James Herbert's dark places

ACE teams: Creating star performance in business

Author Title

DAVIES, R (ed.)

DILLER, A

ELVY,BH

FRY, S Paperweight

FULCHER, A

HANDY, C The empty raincoat

HAWES, D

HERBERT, J

HUXLEY, A The art of seeing

LEIGH, A

McRARE, H The world in 2020
"O'BRIEN,CC The great melody

Market forces and world development
Couture sewing techniques

Just business

Virtual reality in engineering

A clockwork orange

in the houses of the West
Children of destiny

Stand before your god

Pastoral search

Midst all this happiness —
and the fellowship that followed
— The Man From Madras
Musings couldn’t help but feel

that there was an undercurrent -

of disquiet among the small but
committed permanent congre-
gation. There was a rather-too-
long sermon that repeated itself
a couple of times too many on a
problem facing the Church in
India — the schisms in it on
community lines. MMM had

never heard this openly aired .

from a pulpit before, but here
was Iadia laid bare before an
international audience Then
there was the case of the missing

Rév Harry Daniel the congre-

gation had been looking forward
to — but, it was announced, the

Bishop had something else for

him to do at the last moment.
And there were the low whispers
about the need this flock felt for
more permanent pastoral
attention — and the lack of
attention paid to it by the leaders
of the flock.

The Man From Madras
Musings is not one of the
faithful. But, as he has said
above, this is one of his two
favourite churches — especially
when it is empty and serene and
a haven of peace. It saddens him,
these disquieting murmurs and
their underlying causes. Not only

- do they mar the serenity of

St Mary's in the Fort but they
also stir passions which should
be betier used to preserve and
protect a part of the history of
Madras and even of India.

St Mary’s in the Fort needs
PERMANENT pastoral attention
— not the occasional attention it
receives from a visiting pastor —
not s¢ much for its flock but to
preserve its history and tradi-
tions and keep burning a faith
that has thrived here for 314
years. MMM hopes everyone
concerned will bury the hatchet
and that St Mary's in the Fort
will get a permanent pastor
committed to caring for it and its
history, and that the congre-
gation will welcome him.

Festival crowds

Everyone grumbles about the

cost of living and how expen-
sive everything is, but there
appears to be no shortage of
funds to keep the stock market
buoyant — and the saree and
jewellery shops in the Panagal
Park area overflowing with
customers.

Saree prices might be going

"through the roof, but The Man

From Madras Musings has not
seen the shops more crowded
than they have been this year.
In fact, so big have been the
crowds in a couple of shops
MMM strolled through that an
alarming feature has crept into
them: INDIFFERENT SERVICE.
By not organising themselves
properly, these shops have more
customers than they can handle
at each counter with the result
that the salesmen soon tire of
women who want to see saree
after saree through scores of
sarees befcre deciding to take
one, or, worse..,. move on to
another counter. The result is
fired, irritated, indifferent
salesmen who listen only to one

_SHORT N SNAPPY

-thereafter.:

"Twas a celebration of oneness}-

request out of five. Service in
shops was never quite as bai as
this ever.

What a contrast it was in the
most fabulous saree shop MMM
has ever visited. It's called
Remanika and is in Ernakulam.

Not only was it a joy to look at’

but the hundreds of salesgirls it
employed were also a joy to look
at — not only were they well-
and colourfully-groomed, but
every one of them sported a

.smile and seemed to enjoying

talking to customers — inclucing
the weman who, after half-an-
hour searching, could only find
one saree she wanted among the
thousands available.

True, it was not ‘The Season™ -

and life was a little easier when

MMM was taken to Remanika's -

to be shown it as one of the

attractions of Ernakulam. But
there were still Onam holiday
crowds — and the girls didn’t
seem to mind them; in fact, they
seemed to enjoy the experience
of displaying as many sarees as
possible and showed a real thrill
on-making a sale. The Panagal
Park saree shops have a long
way to go — to look like this
shop and offer the kind of service
a customer cherishes. Once, they
might not have looked like this,
but, at least, friendliness.was
there. It's gone -~ like much else
in Madras.

And to make matters worse
in this part of Madras — in fact,
it's almost the last siraw — is the
one-way traffic system round the
park. On those crowded shop-
ping days, trv crossing that short
stretch past the saree shops! It's

a nerve-shattering exercise’ — -

with not a policeman in sight to
give pedestrians a break, As

Simeon Mascarenhas said in-

these columns last fortnight,
traffic schemes are not for

pedestrians — no one, just no

one, take them into account,
MMM feels after his recent
experience.

The police have proudly used
the Press to anaounce they've
got nearly 200 police personnel
and volunteers in the T’ Nagar

arez to prevent pickpocketing -

and parcel-snatching. But they
didn’t seem to be able to muster
a single policeperson for pede-
strian duty on the two days The
Mau From Madras Musings was
in the area. What price, then,
traflic schemes?

In brief

* One more foreign carrier will

shortly be joining all those

airlines touching Meenam-
bakkam Airport: Air France, The
Man From Madras Musings
hears, will fly Madras to Paris
via Bombay for next year and
Paris-Madras direct a year or so
Pondicherry will
welcome these flights, with so
many of its residents working in
France or having kin there. In
fact, if Pondicherry gets an
airport — and an upgraded one

~ at that — Air France could well

opt for a Pondicherry-Paris
flight, and find it paying, MMM
feels.

* Will an Indian lLiving in the
US win a seat in the US Con-
gressional elections later this
month? The last and only time
a person of Indian origin had a

seat in Congress was in the

1960s when Dalip Singh Saung,
of the Stockton and Yub;
Counties Sikh-Mexican frujj
belt that developed ‘aroung
World War I, was elected. Thjs
year, three persons of India
origin have been trym3 to g
nominated by their party for
the election. But Ram Uppulpus
didn’t get the Democratic Party's
preference vote .in- Tennesse,
and. Neill Dhillon lost badly i 8
the Democratic primary in
Maryland despite ralsmg
$500,000 for his campaig ]
from Indian Asaericans. Anjfy
assault conviction that got hin

a $50 fine five years agf§

appears to have told againg
Dhillon. One candidate, how.
ever, has been successful and
Peter Mathews has got the
Democratic ticket from Cali
fornia. What is of special interes
to The Man From Madras
Musings is the hearsay that
Mathews is Madras-born, his
parents having taught for long in
Madras colleges. MMM vrould be |
glad to hear from anyone who
knew the Mathews family in
Madras and who could supply
more details.

Business briefs

* The Tamil Nadu Government
has begun taking bold steps
towards privatising loss-making
Public Sector Units (PSU). The

" first step in this direction has
been withdrawal of budgetary §

support to such units. Accu

mulated losses in Tamil Nadu S .
EDITOR'S NOTE: Yes, The Mail

PSUs till 1993 are Rs. 388 cr,
after an overallprofitofs.22 o

was earned that year. Thel

budgetary decision will also save
government about Rs. 10 « ]
Plans to sell off sick units hay
not got off the ground maini
because of opposition from th
workforces. For example, the
Government’s decision to sel
Southern Structurals, with accu-
mulated losses of Rs. 30.63 «
upto February 1994, ran
aground following an interim

injunction granted by the Madras §

High Court against privatisation,
Plans to convert Tamil Nadu
Cements into a joint sector

company and privatise Tamil |

Nadu Magnesium and Marine
Chemicals have also been slowed
down thanks to High Court
stays. Undaunted, the Govern-

"ment is planning to privatise

Tamil Nadu Industrial Explosives
and the Tamil Nadu Pouliry
Development Corporation, The

Man From Madras Musings

hears. Even the transport corpo-
rations have been doing badly,
MMM learns, except for
Pandiyan Roadways. The
Government has, however,
turned around Tamil Nadu Smal
Industries .Corporation, by

offering 5 golden handshake to]

2600 weorkers, among other
tough decisions.

* Only two Temil Nadu com-
panies are among the top tweniy
spenders on advertising in the
countrv. MRF is 10th
(Rs. 17.57 cr. last year) and
Titan is 20th {Rs. 13.16 cr.)
Two others, Tata Tea with a
strong presence in the Anaimalai
Hills, is 11th (Rs. 15.59 cr) and
McDowell's, founded over 2
hundred years ago in - Tamil
Nadu, is 12th (Rs. 15.25c1). §
The Man From Madras Musings,
however, finds all this rather

~ paltry compared {o the top
spending, Hindustan Lever's

Rs. 67.22 cr! And Lever s

advertising expendnture is
double that of the next highest

_ spender, Calcutta-based ITC Wocts:i
,(Rs 34 93 cr. )!

MM s ‘
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Mznl remembered

miereslmg My father had told me that

staking a walk in' 1940, he had shown
L vacant site — the northeasl corner of
Ju Chelty " Street and North Beach
i 25 the place where The Mail was

The Hindu and The Mail took oppesile
s of the political events that were taking
in India. A baltle royal was going on

Ron them. The Hindu addressed, The

arcastically as "Our North Beach
o is please to voice his opinion as..

ded to give his views as'..."

ssked my father that, if it was a batlle, -

should be a viclor and vanquished,

o look the battering? He said that
jily The Hindu was always the victor!

w that hns views in this matter were
1. He was addicled to The Hindu right

1910 and believed that whatever The.
y staled was Gospal fruth! He could -

vep al night-without reading the leader

iol The Hindu. (In those days, The -
y was an evening paper.) Although®

nol want lo accept his verdict, | could
sue out the issue with hirn as | would
wsidered an upstart! So 1 allowed the
Ll sl.md at tha‘ )
ince the history of The Mail given in
s only sketchy, | would like to know
¢ reader can enlighten me if The Mail

ded from North Beach Road and if so -

viiod of its stay in that location. -
M Sethuraman

8, Second Cross Road

Mahalakshmi. Nagar
Madras 600 088.

joned from North Beach Road from
and moved lo its Mount Road

jies only in, 1922, The old home of

Na/i was the sie on which the
niile Bank building (now Hong Kong

g building) came up in“1923. This is
to Mooker Nallamuthu Street lhal
f Chely Streel, -

lhey mean business?

aps the days have dawned for banks

b blaze new lrails lest they beat the -

old path. Though' lending against
Jiies may not be new in their avenues
fances, the velocity of giving loans
i shares s picking up. Browse.through:

lend against shares are slif. -

il you would be naive.if you lake -
ads seriously. A’ Bangalore head- -

red bank has, of lale; been spending
money in adverlising -in’ leading

apers to promole biness in this Sector .

ing. Maybe the top echelons aim to

ndid business and fargel anrincreased”
for their institutions. But the-atiitudes
bsons al operational level are not the .~
 that of the planners, namely the . .

inagement. :
fied my hand at- two places —a

hof this bank in Habubullah Road

e briel hisiory of The Madras Mar! in. &
The Old and New' (MM Sept 16) L

Mail, prior to moving to Mount Road, -
operating from North' Beach Road."

«0. He had also told me {hat in those -

conomic Times or the business pages
e Hindu. The chances of ‘you nol
1an ad by a commercial bank ventur--

-

rickétér

(8y A Staff Writer)

nil Resorts  of Madras, the

ewest :player-:in* ‘Vacation

heshare., opportumhes, are ..
ring the' cricketer adjudged
211 of the Series’ in the current

)i One-day lnternatmnal“

leshare,

Renil Resorts Ooty,sﬁuated,-

ﬂcekmg the lake, is sche-

1 o commence operations in’ 7

1995 season It wiill be the |

- educahon and !mplemenl f

'(H Branch) and the branch near Panagal

Park of another bank (P-Branch) also having
ils headquarters in'Bangalore. When | irst
approached H-Bank,.I was directed to see
the manager. The manager said only

“commercial branches of their bank do this

sort of advanices and not personal service

. branches like H Branch, When I contacted
il was equally dcidic by saying, Our _

; Vishnu of Motint Road has ‘con

a commercial branch of theirs in Mount
Road, | was told H Branch itself could make
this advance and | was advised to meet the
Chiel Manager. I met the Chiel Manager.

He directed me to meet the Senior Manager.

To do so, | had to pass by the manager
whom | had met earlier. | didn't want to
incur his wrath and, so, explained the whole
story o him. He look me inside the SM's
cabin. The SM told me that since the scheme
is new it will take about one month's time
for them to look into my request and asked
me to come after a month. In this one month
I saw, their headquarters advemsmg wmipleen
times in the papers lo promote this business.

The advertisements also said we could
approach the nearest branch. Believing that
these branches would obey.their head-

quarters religiously, I again approached H
Branch after one month. This time the story
was no different. The SM advised me thal

! should bring my pass-book when I -

approached him for any loan praposals.
Contrast this with what other banks
having their origins in different countries

achieve in this sector of business, Of course, |

their rate of interest and service charges may
be slightly higher, but many prefer them.
These banks all thrive on making better use
of advertisitig. H our banks are not serious
about this business, | wish that at least they'd
save the cost on the advertising. After all,
a rupee saved is a rupee earned, isn't it?
RM Subramanian

10 Vidyodaya | Cross

T'-Nagar. Madras 604} 018.

Manager 'nt education

t is indeed heartening news fo students
pursuing management studies in private
institutions that the quality of education
imparted in these institutions will in future

be closely monitored by the Naticnal Board -

of Accreditation, a statutory body under the

Al India Council for Technicai Education
(AICTE), 1o ensure that they adhere fo lhe
‘ svi a00ms. '

- Consequent to the llb@l‘il]lS(.d approval
palicy, several instilutions have mushzocmed
recently 1o offer M.B.A. -and other manage-
ment progranimes, without a sound and
slable academic base or. infrastructural

- facilities. Inslances where private institutions
- have chlained approval of the AICTE for
the. programme by evolving makeshilt
" amangements when the inspecting team visits
© 'them, are no few. Often, a slage is sel for
the AICTE approving team. As soon as the

mspedlun is completed and the tearndeparts,

the llbmry books go back to the bookshops

from. where they. were bomowed, the
computers go back lo the institutions from

., where-they were brought, the teachers who
" came fo present themselves before the
inspecting AICTE team telun. And the
- drama staged lo obtain approval has a happy -

n vaca‘hon’

‘ AICI'E the institutes adveriise for: admission
and become  commercial propomhons "The .
. siudents admitted ‘sulfer without qualified -
. teachers and adequate facilities. The products -

ending.” _
--Afler -obtaining the approval of the

of such institules can be imagined. They

 “aspire 16" become future managers without -
acquiring adequate skills and cagabilities.”
) This is the resull of commercnal!smg ;
- educalion. In this context, the:formation of

% 2 Renil Deluze.Vacahon 1~ a National Board of Accreditation under the

AICTE 1o momior and, thus, ensure quahty

 edicalion is'indéed a welcome move. It is':
" hoped that the monitoring would develop
.norms . of - excellence . in,, managemem 3

,,,,,,,

Refemng o the piece in Madras

Musings -February -1,
N W. Greig, 8 Kandappa Achari Street,
Madras-600 007, writes as follows,
after having folloved it up all lhese
"months:

~ @In the photograph the compamon of

Mr £ Simpson locked very much like
my elcler brother - Mr E Greig. I passed
on a pholocopy to him and | have
received his reply which | now enclose
along with a photocopy of the security
pass sent to me by my brother. Since
many of the dates seem lo match, there
is a possibility that Mr Simpson would
know my brother, although he does
nol seem fo remember.

My brother was bom and brought
up in Madras and remembers a number
of locations including his stay in' Avadi.
He left India in 1947, but has been

in touch with the family in Madras.
] have visited him on several occasions
in England. &

f#*

E E Greig's letter from Leaminglon
Spa, Warwicks, UK, to his brother in
Madras reads:

& Thanks for 'pholo copy’. Yes 1 was
stetioned at Avadi during that period. ] was
a B.O.R. (British Other Rank) sarving the
Royal Corps of Signals. Jan. 1945 —
Jan. 1947 Celebrated (V E.) Day May 45
in MHOW.,

Joined-up Fort St George, Madras.
Posted to MHOW — Central India. and
trained in lelecommunications (3.7.C.B.)
Signal Training Centre Base, MHOW. Jan-
June'45 {6 months).

ot

1994,

>3

]
I

P

A blow-up of a podion of the picture
which had appeared in Madras Musings
(Feb 1). ExicSimpson is on the left and the
sireak across the original makes his friend
Bill almost unrecognisable. But a reader has
certainly seen outlines of his brother,
LE Greig. in it.

Retumed to Fort St George, Madras,
and worked in the Signal Office S.EA.C.)
South East Asia Command.

We had a lot of communication {rans-
mitted and received from this radio frequency
we called *“Radio SEAC™ (KYAG) — Kandy
in Ceylon being the most active unit just afler
the collapse of the Iapanese Ammy in the FAR
EAST.

| was, after a fime, transferred lo
oulposts just outside Madras and one of these
translerswas the Indian Base Ordnance
Depoat al Avadi (Sept. 1945) 1 month after
V.J. (Aug. 45). I also had another commit-

menit dealing with arms and amsnunition in .
another base situated in. a village called

“"PATTABRUM" (I think | spelt this correct).

During my stay in these. two areas in
(1945/46} | had a lot of casual army friends
from various regiments, but I cannot rezall
this (snapshot in question) scene. | am

t’“ggers

anclosing a secusity pass which was msed;g
o me during my Stay at 206 (1BCD) Avadi:2
This pass gave me the authority to enter theg
base at all times. I was billeled out andonlyg:
used this during day time. I also had one\,;H
for the other base bul somewhere: down lhe
line it was mislaid after I left. Manbnes l:
recall over the past 47.5 years ago and%
beyond: ¥
@ Mount Road, Madras. Known lobe !he:.’*
Hub of Madras city.
® | am susprised IhaerESunpsonduim~
mention the much lalked about "Moore#i
Market”. Nearly all visitors to Madras 3
ended-up there. ® .

* k&

EDITOR'S NOTE: ‘Somehowfé
we don’t think E E Greig s the second’
person in the pholograph referred to“"*
A nole at the back of the ongmal photo-
graph reads: “The friend of mine lonkse;
grim but actually he is just the opposlte j
in nature and we get along fine.” ThlS
would appear fo imply a close fnend,, 2
ship, which E E Greig's letter does not'“
indicate at all. The original is also sgned
“Edwin & Bill”. Bill (shod for Wd!mn)}
would not also suif the EE initials. But’y; X
Madras Musings hopes that, whelher"
they Lnew each o!her at Avad1 or nol"“‘f&

We look forward to heanng from
sbout those reminiscences..

The threat in 2100

(Continued from P 1)
skelchy, at best. He says thal better

estimates can be made only by micro-

level studies.

Al present, aboul 416 million
people live in the country’s 53 coastal
districts and Union #Territories. The
areas susceplible to submergence are
home to about 7.1 million people. The

open  university/correspondence course
system, quality has been sacrificed.

Even after a decade of the open univer-
sity system in India, the disiance leamer is
still not adequately cared for. The student
does not gel the materials on time, assign-
menls are unduly delayed. leachers’
feedback on assignments are no! provided
on fime. The-mullimedia approach is
inadequate, the self-instructional malerials are
not adequately instructive and are seldom
updated, and the glaring errors and mistakes
in booklets and assignments and in the term:.
end examination papers are not few. Besides

" this, the student is not heard — he does not - {

get a response from the concemed authorities
even {0 urgenl queries. .
The institutions offering - disiance

- education should operate like organisations
- markeling, services, Unlike the traditional
" classroom type of education, the corespon-

dencelopen university system could be made
‘commercially viable (with no ’subsidy) by"

- .adopling a markeling approach. The distance

learner should b2 encouraged and motivated
by - understanding - his  backgro'ind and.-
meefing his needs on time. Otherwise, not

" only will the quality suffer, but the dropouts 1
will also increase, defealing It e very purpase -f .-
. ‘of the dislance education syslzm "'he Board .§ -
. of Accreditation- should ‘also ‘cover: the

: ‘correspondence courses/open university.
id: c_tfas a watc.hdog;’ E

study projects thal the Lakshadweep
islands could weli ke flooded out.

The sludy, commissioned by the
Ministry of Environment and Forests
(MEF) in 1989, is based on a frame-

- work outlined by the Intergovemnmental

Panel of Climate Change (PCC), an_
inlernational group set up to gauge the
potential impact of climale changz on
areas such as agriculture and induslry.

The study is to be examined by the

MEF for. further action. — (CSE/
Dewn to Earth Features).

| V'Happy Deepétali: o
4 i ‘f%
IN MAD. MAD MADRAS

way.

!' Chemplasthas beenenvironmentally conscious long before :

it became fashionable. On our own, we had introduced -
safeguards even before it was required by law.
- Qurconcernforthe env1ronmentxs reflected mourendeavour'

to see that the land we inhabit is not spoiled or sulliedin any .

For, sur land is our hentage And that of our chldren

Chemplast SRR

CHENHCALSAND PLASTICS INDIALEIITED

8, Cathedral Hoad Madras 600 086
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Exploring the green lung i

Encouragmg the discovery of
“~the flora and fauna of the
-Guindy National Park (GNP) is
a programme INTACH has
recently launched for children.
‘Schoolchildren are taken on

regular birdwatching expedi- -

tions, plant study tours and treks
along nature trails in the park by
V S Raghavan of the Madras
Naturalists'lSociety, Preston
Ahimar. of the World Wide Fund
and Sowmya of INTACH. The
Wild Life Warden has supported
the programme by helping
INTACH to bring out a booklet
on the common birds, animals,
butterflies and plants found in
the GNP.

When the Guindy Park was
declared a Reserve Forest in

1910, it consisted of 504.80
hectares. Since then, allocation

of land to Gandhi Mandapam. -

- (1954), the Indian Institute of
Technology (1961), the Guru
Nanak Educational Society
(1970), the Rajaji Memorial
(1974), the Kamaraj Memorial
(1975) and the Cancer Institute
(1977) has reduced the Reserve

Forest to 207.57 hectares. It
was declared a Naticnal Park in
1978. It is one of the only four

-existing natural reserves of its
kind in Tamil Nadu, the other
three being Point Calimere and
the heronries at Vedanthangal
and Pulicat Lake.

The GNP is the only green
cover in the whole of Madras

District and is one of the few

1 The Indian team that competed
4. *in the recent 12th Asian
1 -~ Games in Hiroshima returned
1| the other day to a lukewarm
1 ‘reception at the Delhi inter-
1% national airport. Tennis star
| Leander Paes was not there.
| Naturally, the only other indivi-
. dual gold medallist in the big
'|.  squad, shooter Jaspal Rana, stole
'} - the limelight.
= The quiet reception was
:{.. understandable, for the contin-
| gent’smedalstally wasnotatallin
i - keeping with its size or the pre-
" Games boast of two of its leading
lights. If indeed a discreet veil is
~ put over the exploits of Paes and
- Rana, both world class sports-
" men, and coasidering the fact
© that Kabaddi is virtually un-
4 known in most parts of Asia,
-} India's tally of a beggarly four
gold — two for tennis and cne
each for shooting and Kabaddi —
_ is a shame to the world’s second
most populous country after
China who, incidentaily, topped
. the table with a massive 137
R 80](15.
. - The 198-member Indian
. squad's tally is all the more
. humiliating because the 800-
- million nation tied in the gold
" medals table with none other
" ‘than Qatar, a half-a-miilion
" nation! It was a slap in the face
B not only for the exceptionaliy big.
"' contingent but also for Indian
" -sports officials, who insisted on
‘the country's participation
“despite the rest of the world's
sports standards.

It also raises the question
whether in the foreseeable future
Indian sports officials are know-
ledgeable and dedicated enough

| When do we stop
being also-rans?

to transform the image of Indian
sport in the manner in which
such inexperienced nations with
small populations, like
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and
Qatzr, have boosted their
standards almost from scratch.
As a result they hit the headlines
for the first time at Hiroshima,
Kazakhstan with 25 golds and
Uzbekistan with 10, miles ahead
of India.

India's miserable record was
in striking contrast to the stupid
ferecasts, for instance, by the
women's hockey captain, Rajbeer
Rai, and the rowing team
manager, Col. P.K. Oberoi, who
both took the media for a ride on
the eve of the Games. Rajbeer
Rai boasted her team ‘‘was cap-
able of beating any team’’, and
Oberoi struck an identical note
by siating that ‘‘we will come out
with flying colours’. The
captain and the manager have
only joined the list of ignorant
Indian officials.

Their vain boasts brought to
mind the All-India Football
Federation official's tirade
against the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation and its president for not
sanctioning India's participation
in the Hiroshima Asiad football
tournament. The IOA stand was
perhaps justified, for several
conquerors of India in recent
international tournaments fell by
the wayside as Uzbekistan and
China marched into the final of
the 18-nation tournament,
which Uzbzkistan won. India’s
participation would have only
added to the list of the country’s

also-rans. ] AICI

Hey! 'mere s lhe brrd v S Raghavan of the Madras Na!uralles Society takes a group
of children from the KFI School bird-watching in the Guindy National Park and points

oul a bird that's different.
places in Tamil Nadu where
. black buck live and breed. 1t is
also important for the vegetation’
type it harbours. the Tropical
Dry Evergreen Forest. It has a
rich population of bryophyte,
fungi and algae. A number of
aquatic plants occupy many of
the water bodies in the park,
notably the Appalam Kulam.

About 65 per cent of the
plants in the GNP are of medi-
cinal value and, if not used in
allopathy, they at least find use

in Indian medlcme Medicinal

plants like Abutilon .md:cam efc.
and rare orchids, like
Herbanaria, are also found.

*‘About 130 species of birds
have been recorded in the park,
.though on a typical morning
rwalk you may see 30 to 40.
Each species has special habitat
requirement, and the habitats
found in GNP suit many species
that you would rarely find
elsewhere in Madras these days.
GNP is an unwvsual urban wild’
area covered in scrub forest,

grassy, pa]m-studded clearin
and secluded tanks. One c
witness flights of waterbir
‘sometnnes cormorants, storkdd
herons, even terns, as thew, com§
“and go from the nearby we
lands. The thick acacia scrub an
banyans often: keep ihe bxr
- hidden, but with patience and
keen eye one can see many birdg
calling around you. Birds li ,:
Jungle Prinia (wren- Warbler
Yellow-throated sparrow ang
Black red start used to be seeq§y
‘in  Guindy,”’ acrording g
‘Howard Youth, ~a youngy
American who was a regulag
birdwatcher in the park during}
his three years in Madras.

A study of the scil, water an
noise levels of various spot§
within the GNP reveal a fau'l
unpolluted state.

This em:hantmg forest in th
middle of a city is the only trudj
green lung of Madras. It must be L
preserved — and sfnowxn
children its wonders is one way;
of ensuring that.
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Looking back on Cricket

(By Our Cricket Correspondent)

Madras cricket fans will long re-
member the [TC-sponsored Wills
linited-over World Series’ inaugural

match, which the TNCA conducted last *

monith at historic Chepauk.

Every crickel fan is now familiar-

with the role Azharuddin, a genius
beyond compare and the very personifi-
calion of consistency, played in India
having the last word in a fluctuating
duel. But the maich will be remember-
ed not only for its ups and downs and
thrilling finish but also for the crescendo
of voices and indescribable excitement
it produced in the overpopulated stands.
The decades-old stadium was indeed
never belore so packed as it was for
the one-dayer. No less than 50,000
fans were there, and they got back
home with plenty lo store in mind and
talk about in the future.

They tumed up on a hot and
humid day, which made Madras cricket
writers look rather small, for, after the
rains of the previous two days, they all
had predicted that the malch was
virtually in the hands of the weather
gods. The swellering sun indeed
brought India a piece of luck.

With their rich vein of humour, a
good many in the crowd had nick-
named Brian Lara ‘Biriyani’ Lara. He
was “biriyani” all right until he became
a mass of sweat. He could not bear it,
and fell victim to it after he. had
dominated a third-wicket century stand

with Carl Hooper The latter provxded
another rare sight and was hailed the
‘Spitting Test Star" for it — invariably
after every big hit, he spat on the tudl

Like the stands, the Press Box was
overcrowded. The ever-growing

number of Tamil and other vernacular

writers left no doubt whatsoever thal

it was sorely in need of expansion and

renovation. The phenomenal growth
in the number of writers and their
requirements ‘perhaps prompted the

'»f K'-r»‘*’*

at Chepau

official who had for over a decade s
+in charge of the Press to quit the o)

Fortunately forthe TNCA, his tearsilt

successors, headed by R. Eswaf

a fine job, even i its new pollcy off

pass for one paper came in for critic

Fmally the one- Jayer brou ~i
Chepaukits first-ever thirdumpirelang
TV, even if his debuf was spoxl

his run-out decision.of 2 West Ind
_whrch led to a debate on his useful

~ Travel’s

Indian women's hockey has to go a
*long way lo reach international
standards. This was clear from India's
performance in the recent Hiroshima
Asian Games lournamen. The Indian
girls never lived up to skipper Rajbeer
Rai's pre-Games boast that her team
was. “capable of beating any team”

- As in the rest of the country,
women 's hockey in Madras is of medi-
ocre standard. Since Lhe heyday of such
stalwarts like Olga Frohlick, Shelagh
Rodricks and Noreen Hughes, who all
had helped it scale the heights, Madras

women's hockey has taken a nosedive. -
The fact lhat Tamil Nadu has drawn

fine

lneo 0
State that had, only a couple of decades
ago, been one of the couniry’s best.

The Tamil Nadu Women's
Hockey Association, which is celeb-
raling its golden jubilee, is fully aware

 of the need to give the game in the State

a new look. With the knowledgeable
and enthusiastic Chandrakala Ghatala
as its President, the TNWHA aims to
help the ganie in the Stale regain its
former status and reputation.

The manner in which the TNWHA
is celebrating its golden jubilee speaks

for itself. As part of the celebrations, the
TNWHA last year nol only conducted B
ipb

But what's it contributed.
to Madras women's hockey?

at Neyveli.and Coonoor, and was later
taken to Bangalore and Mysore on a,
sightseeing tour. The celebrations
continued with an 18-member team,
accompanied by nearly a dozen offi-
cials(!) going on a tour of Malaysia and
Singapore recently.

After playing a series of matchm in
both States, the team returned to the
city on October 7th. It is not the end
of the celebrations. According to the
President, the celebrations will conclude
in January next year. None will grudge

the TNWHA- celebrating its golden_

jubxlee in the manfier in. .which i
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