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‘Then is the television serial
Upasana going to be seen nation-

nde on Doordarshan? More than a
gar has passed since the completion
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(by Venkatachari Jagannathan)

of this Hindi version of the Tamil twin
classics — Silappadikaram and Mani-
megalai — which was made lo help the
cause of national integration and make

A scene from Upasana — the Hindj version of Silappadikaram and Manimegalai.
¥lihis serial has been wailing over a year for release on Doordarshan.

other parts of India aware of Tamil
literature. “It is nothing but an affront
to Tamil sentiments. Such indifference
by Doordarshan will only widen the
chasm between the North and the
South,” angily remark Dr. Ma.Po.
Sivagnanam (MaPoSi), who conceived
and advised on the project.
Ninety-year-old MaPoSi, who
fought determinedly to retain Madras
and Tiruttani in Tamil Nadu at the time
of the redemarcation’of states bound-
aries, has mellowed a lot now. Had he
been his former self, his response to the
“discourtesy”’ shown by K.P. Singh
Deo, Minister for Information and
Broadcasting, would have been diffe-
rent, instead of merely fuming, “These
days, people in power do not respect
elder slatesmen like me who have

sacrificed a lot for the country's freedom:

and toiled several decades in public
life”.

Though MaPoSi is sore at the
Minister for not even acknowledging
the receipt of his appeal made four
months ago, his anger is directed at the
Mandi House mandarins’ indifference
towards Upasana.

Why are the ‘babus’ of Mandi.

House procrastinating over its telecast
on the national network, wonders
MaPoSi. DD had twice announc-
ed dates on which the serial would go
on the air and a trailer was shown for
15 days. Each time, DD postponed the
telecast without giving any reasons.
Speaking about the serial, his
brainchild, MaPoSi says, “In 1987,
I wrote to H.K.L. Bhagat, then the
Information and Broadcasting Minister,

" stating that national integration could

not be achieved without the people
understanding the . diverse - cultures
prevalent in the country. Hence, it was

. imperative that Doordarshan produce

classics from the various languages.
I suggested Silappadikaram as a Hindi
serial, so that people in other paris of
the country could understand Tamil

+ culture and its rich heritage.”

Bhagat okayed the project in
principle immediately. But then the
production was mired in litigation and

bureaucratic red tapism.. Overcoming

| both, the two Tamil classics  were

~ produced in a continuous22episodes

*(in il about nire hors) by Krihra-
amy Asociles, The sl vas

ey

ready’ by Jauary
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MaPoSi at 90 — awaiting lulfilment of
life’s ambition.
(Photograph by V' S RAGHAVAN)
nalional press. Moved by this special
show, President Dr. Shankar Dayal
Sharma spontaneously honoured the

producer and Gita, who played

* Kannagi.

Discussing Doordarshan’s relevance
to air the Tamil classic, even.though
it be in Hindi, the veleran political
leader who fought against the imposi-
tion of Hindi in Tamil Nadu, |poiints
out, “If the Ramayanam and Mahabh-
aratham are understood by the whole
nation and have resulted in the theo-
logical integration of the people, it is
mainly due to people like Kamban,
Villiputhurar, Bharathiar, Rajaji and

_ others who enriched the original
puranams with their translations.” But;

he adds sadly, “No onein the North,
the West or the East has translatec and

. propagated the-message of Silappadi-

karam, Thirukural elc. Hence not
(Continued on P4)

Registered with the Registrar of
Newspapers for India under;

R.N. 53640/91.;

port

(By A Special Correspondent) .
WOI'k on the Ennore satellite port:
has begun with the arrival of a

team from the Duich contraclors,”
Haskoning Koninklijk, to start work on.:
the design. The firm has won’ the:
Rs. 130 cr. ($40.8 million) Asian:
Development Bank-funded contract to:
design, construct and equip the port and.
construct coastal defences on either side.
of it in order to prevent erosion. .
Larsen and Toubro are front-:
runners for the civil work, Madras:.
- Musings understands. - o
The primary function of Ennore
port will be tohandle coal from Orissa,
for the 2130 MW coalfired power:
station being set up on an island off;
Frnore. The Tamil Nadu Hlectricity:
Board is planning to develop shore-:
based unloading systems that wills
(Continued on. P7):
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This plot on San Thomé High Road. near where it begins after the Marina narrows
info a residential area. is being excavated for a multi-starey hotel to be built by
NRI interests. It would be rather nicer if they resided in India and had the RESIDENT : |
Indians’ interests al heart. but that's by the by. ‘ e |
~ Apparently. the original inferests being different, it was intended 1o build ten storeys <
on this site abutting the beach. but after prolests by residents of the area, which:is
“primanily residential, it was decided to build the hotel o a height of orly seven storeysl:-{
Even this, the Consumer Action Group fecls, would cause considerable congestion:" |
in the area and affect the lives of the residents. And as in the case of the DGP's office,: |
- this building too would be well within 500m of the high tide mark, thereby mnbasmm*

This strelch has several other prime sites — old bungalows and palaces — which
would allract the altention of hoteliers and developers, i this project went throughs: [;
It is in this conlext thal even seven-storey construction should ‘brzvn'zwed'lharea;:é
congested with residences and schools, is served by a maze of narrow roads ang

- build hoels and large apartmens blocks here s to make the area unliveable; Classiying.;

it ‘mived residential: has already set the ball roling and. '

1

w roads and. {05

sngestion” s increasingi iy |
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Numbers have always fasci-
nated The Man From Madras
Musings. You can play around
with them any way you like and
wind up with all sorts of con-
clusions. And those conclusions
vather invariably seem to con-
firm your predetermined line of
thinking... So all’s well with the
world and you're happy that
you've succeeded in completing
yet another Q.E.D. exercise.
This rather light-hearted
preamble is leading up to MMM
playing around with a few num-
bers and turning up with con-
clusions rather different from
those P Chidambaram, former
Union Commerce Minister, pre-
sented recently to members of
the Employers' Federation of
Southern India. Pointing out the
“human face of reforms'’, he
said the success of liberalisation
was reflected in the 17-20
million jobs created since 1991.
What is particularly significant,
he added, is that over the preced-
ing 18-24 months 8-9 million
jobs a year had been created.
Examining the former figure,
MMM finds that about 4.5
million jobs were created a year
between 1991 and 1994,
according to Chidambaram. And
the latter figure indicates that the
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ACCOMMODATION

Hesideqn‘al guest housa available in Kifpauk
on daily basis. Spacious bungalow with

extensive open space (near Khushaldas
Gardens). Idaal for marriage or tour groups of
30 to 50 persons. All amenities available (e.g.
telephone, colour TV, refrigerator, gas stove
stc.) Tel: 6412996, 6411436.

ACCOMMODATION
WANTED

anted a residence for rent for a Brahmin
famity around ‘Nilgiris'/Tiruvalluvar Statue/

V M Strest, Mylapore. Contact: Rajagopal,
Ph: 8274230 (0), 4836333 (R).

CATERING

hinese Food — Business Luncheon
Service delivered to your office —
Hygienically prepared and packed in
d ie containers. Contact 10.00 a.m. to

1.30 p.m. Phona: 835531/834932.

CLASSES

ARAMPARA YOUNG WORLD has
sessions for children aged 6-10 years,

every Saturday. Topics covered: Indian
Heritage, Environment, Native Crafts, Value
Education, Yoga etc. Contact: Parampara,
38 Kasturi Ranga Road, Madras 600 018
(Tol: 4991516)

FOR SALE

Availabla Huge Stock Stamps. Whole
world — Balaram, 24 MRC Nagar,

Madras - 600 028, Ph: 4938257/4938613.

SERVICES

eliable service offered for Passporis
(Fresh, Renewal & Misc. Services),

Singapore Visa & Air Tickets. Contact
Siraj: 581827/566553.

situation has further improved
with about 9 million jobs a year
being created during 1993 and
1994. One aspect of the latter
figure is that, if it is correct, then
there were probably no jobs
created in 1991 and 1992 and
there may well have been a
decrease in jobs. But that really
is a quibble, and MMM does not
really want to quibble.

A more significant figure is
one MMM draws from the
Census records — which, as
many constantly reiterate, tend
to err on the low side. According
to those records, the 1981-
1991 growth rate of population
was about 23.5 per cent or
2 per cent a year. Taken on the
basis of the 1981 population,
MMM estimates that we are
adding about 17 million persons
a year to the population. And
with improving healthcare facili-
ties and a none-too-successful
‘family welfare’ programme, the
births could well increase. But
assuming the current situation
holds and taking even 9 million
jobs (and not the average 4.5
million jobs) being created a
year, there appears to be a tre-
mendous shortfall in gainful
employment. In fact, even with
17 million jobs being created a
year, they will only equalise the
number of births a year — and
the gap in numbers between the
300 million and 600 million
(already referred to in these
columns) will continue to
remain.

The Man From Madras
Musings rather thkinks that
P Chidambaram and other advo-
cates of liberalisation should
spend a bit more time on ‘family
welfare’ than on opening up the
economy. No one, truly no one
at any level of power in the
country, is paying any attention
to ‘family welfare’, that delight-
ful euphemism for family plan-
aing and, more truthfully, con-
traception.

Alarming violence

@ver the last 25 years, The

Man From Madras Musings
has noticed a growing tendency
to violence in the State. Most of
it has been over political dis-
agreements, with the occasional
outburst over communal or reli-
gious differences. With succes-
sive political leaderships not
coming out strongly against such
violence, especially when their
own cadres have been respon-
sible for it, the tendency to act
violently against those who
disagree with you has been
growing.

Rather alarming, MMM feels,
is the fact this violence is now
spreading into the labour move-
ment. The threats to officers and

British Council Library, Madras
(Telephone: 8525002)

Selected Recent Additions on Customer Relations

Author Title

ABRMISTEAD, C Customer service and support
BANGS, D H Crealing customers

CHASTON, | Customer {ocused marketing
CHRISTOPHER, M Customer service planner
COOK, S Customer care

GREENBERG, | Consumer sales team excellence
HARVEY, B W

HOROVITZ, J Total customer satisfaction
JENKINS, M (ed.} Advances in consumer marketing
JOHN, T Perlect customer care

‘EE,MJ Consumer culture reborn
LINTON, J Building customer loyalty

PEEL, K Customer service

SADGROVE, K .

SMITH,1 = - Meeting-customer needs. -
THOMPSON, P -, i+ Selling your:way:to the top'

Law of consumer protection and fair trading

Seductive selling: Ultimate gu’ide to wooing a.customer . - :

- Iate, 'in’the case o

supervisors at the sprawling
Integral Coach Factory complex
in Perambur (once a model of
happy labour relations) and the
attack on a senior executive of
the Food Corporation of India
appear to be only the tip of a
seething inferno. The present
labour unrest leading to this
rather frightening situation
would appear to be, to a great
extent, due to union rivalries
which, in turn, are due to the
politicisation of unions. If the
leaderships of the political
parties do not reign in their
unions or their cadres, if they do
not clearly ceme out with calls
against violence, the situation

time to deliver tﬁan would-

. appear to be warranted.

Many others have remarked
on this same subject to The Man
From Madras Musings. What
then is the problem? And if there
is a problem, why are the postal
authorities being so hush-hush
about it? MMM would be glad to
have some light shed on why the
post in Madras is being delayed
— or, in some cases, even lost.

Telling the Americans

wami Vivekananda started it
all almost a century ago. And
ever since then, there have been
several in America who have

could get ugly. And a state which
is just beginning to see industrial
growth again could see a situa-
tion that is even worse than
ugly.

A visitor from Sri Lanka
whom MMM recently met
narrated how, in the eupboria of
Chandrika Kumaratuaga’s
victories, most trade unions in
the island went berserk, sceing
in the triumphs the return to
power of a ‘people’s govern-
ment’ that would support labour
all the way and ensure whatever
it demanded. As labour ran wild,
senior executives, many of them
Japanese and Korean and
Taiwanese, were manhandied
and gheraoed.

One success story in Sri Lanka
was its Noritake chinaware
plant, its products sought by
many all over the world. When
three of its Japanese executives
were locked up and frightened
out of their lives, the Japanese
partners overnight decided
enough was enough and pulled
cut of the venture. That they
have agreed to return is not
much consolation when others
are threatening to quit unless
peace and discipline returns to
the island’s export-oriented
factories.

There is a lesson for us in
this. And it is for the political
leadership of EVERY hue in the
State to rein in not cnly its
cadres but also its trade unions.
Otherwise many an investor
might seek happier pastures —
like Singapore did, MMM rather
thinks

Postal delays

he Man From Madras

Musings has heard many a
foreign visitor speak enviously of
Indian’s postal services. An in-
sufficiently addressed letter to an
American in Madras found its
way to him because the Postal
authorities took the trouble to
TRACE him. On the other hand,
when he addressed a letter home
wrongly, it never reached the
addressee, though the only error
the sender had made was to put
the number of the house next
door.

It is because MMM has tend-
ed to agree with this well-earned
reputation that he has begun to
wonder what’s gone wrong in
the local postal servicz over the
last three months, Complaints
about non-receipt of Madras
Musings have been highest
during this period, several in-

~ not reached MMM or jafrived s

ate, in’ the' case of the former;.
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Hilits often:long after;the event;sand’

been curious about Hinduism.
Apparently the Ramakrishna
Mission and all the Swamijis of
varying calibres. who have
followed in the footsteps of the
Mission have not been quite able
to sate that curiosity. Now comes
another Swamiji from Rishi-
kesh, his sishya from Tiruchi-
rappalli,sundry NRI professors
who've roots in America and
hundreds of well-wishers, all
determined {o provide the
answers to all the questions the
world, and especially the
Americans, ask about Hinduism.

The Man From Madras

'Musings caught up with them

and their project, which is being
initiated under the auspices of a
body they've all got together to
form, The India Heritage Re-
search Foundation, when they
were in Madras recently. There
were press conferences, a three-
day workshop for the editors,
contributors and scrutineers
from the Scuth, and a public
reception to make potential well-
wishers aware of the project.

What MMM learned from all
this was that an 18-volume
Encyclopaedia of Hindusm was
the aim of the project and since
the latest technolgoies were
being used it would be completed
for distribution by 1998. MMM
learnt that 550 persons, includ-
ing advisors, editors, authors,
translators and reviewers would
work on the 1000 long, medium
and short essays and the 6000-
8000 short descriptive entries to
be included in the publication of
about 14,000 pages in all. It is
estimated that the encyclopaedia
will comprise about.eight million
words and 3000 illustrations.

Being described as *‘A project

for ihe third millennium’’, the

project is one that The Man

Frem Madras Musings considers
particularly worthwhile PRO-

VIDED it is understood that an

-encyclopaedia is usually only for
reference purposes and even

more usually is only for libraries.

And even then, it is valuable and

serves its purpose only if it is

shorn of rhetoric and high philo-

sophy and COMMUNICATES in

what these days is being called

Plain Language. In this context,

MMM would think that the

project’s first priority should be

a compressed volume conveying

the word of Hinduism in the

 simplest possible way to the -
- greatest mass of people in the

English: world; ‘
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ferting:knowledge-on fai:wide

- by why those who report on her @

In brief

Much was made in the Pres ,

;:cally about the eviction of Sily Editor’s Note: The Econo-
{ ankan Tamil scholars and thoseffic Times began the New Year
associated with them from theigjih a full page feature on herilage
Fighth World Tamil Conference Becervation, ils inlerest in the
The Man From Madras Musingsgb}'m sparked by the proposed
has just heard that nearly 1208, jision of the 155-year-old
Tamil scholars wished to attendp:

. - iice headquarters building in
the conference from Sri Lanka s, A si gniﬁcant feature on the

and had their applications forlg’ :

visas tumeddov?rf. A writ waspeSe Was by LAWRENCE
filed in the Madras High CountSURENDRA, extracts from
on behalf of the Sri Lankan unitWhici are published below.

of the 40-nation strong Interfd . .
national Association of Tamil- e distinguishing feature of
Research. When this was‘reiect.ail'fﬁ Indian cities like _Madras.
ed, the Sri Lanka chapter drewfjsore and Pune is that, besides their
up plans to hold a “‘parallel”jademn “facade, they also refain a
meeting in Colombo, to which ifgminent traditional visage which
expected 200  delegates.fon becomes their unique personality.

Whether this meeting was heldf 1hic yniqueness is a consequence
or not, MMM does not know aiE*l q q

=

the time of writing, but what hega simultaneity of historical and
does know ansd’ hopes all tural layering, as manifest in the

Governments in India, cenua}ﬁtilcﬁure and town planning of these

cities, which makes for a complex and
nourishing presence of both local and
provincial flavour as well as external
influences and formations.

One can foresee a tire, soon,
when these features would, of itself, be
of immense value to our quality of life
as hew, faceless, soulless cities and
urban sprawls with little narrative or
emotional residues begin to proliferate
in the India of the future.

This is one reason why the dis:
cussion on the need lo introduce a
‘Heritage Act’ for Tamil Nadu holds
relevance for other Indian slates as
well...

...The entire two-and-a-half
kilometres stretch along the Marina
beach, fram the lighthouse oppasite the
All India Radio building to the Coourn
river estuary, has a spectacular range
of century-old buildings of differing

and State will realise, is that noF§

Sri Lankan Tamil can be consi- :

dered free of LTTE associations,B uS}lneSS
voluntary or involuntary. In thisg

context, it would have been nicdp % The Man From- Madras
if India had been a little morey Musings understands that a
appreciative of the problems Sri 5 successful biscuit manufacturer
Lankan Tamils, scholars andfin Sri Lanka — specialising in
ordinary citizens, face every day, fancy biscuits — is tyindup in a
namely, being between the devilll unique joint venture with
and the deep. diParry's Confectionery. Parry's
) b will set up a sweet factory in Sri
* T;?;nﬂ'{.\lghannds s:ieem tobefliianka and have a majority
prolilerating — and, SOONEA; e holding in it with the
Tamil-speakers with the facilitiesiig. . o+ monufacturer distributing

mindlessly watch day-long (al &Jits products, while the latter will
ay-lon . e biscuit
least on weekends) the bonanz take over Parry's biscuit factory

these channels will be offering [§§ - Maraimalainagar and have a

. majority interest in it, but with
The J] Channel is one of the newlg ' distributi .
ones — and its initials wouid Eaiz Is'l ere is aulhng tiesrange;:

unmistakably indicate where its ment that could prove a model

interests lie. A second newfl, . . .

channel is the one P Rajarathi-{} ;::i Eﬁmﬂo:ﬁ:ﬂﬁzw with
nam Associates (PRA) have beenig The tadustria township of
talking about for a while. But its{y Maraimali got off to a SLOW
start as a satellite industrial

ambitions are much more thanf
Tamils every?vhere ; 1t wants 4 township a few years ago beca-
to compete with Star TV andjg use it lacked the necessary in-
BBC in Asia, Group sources bavefjc .\ 0o 4 b fownship
4 40 km south of Madras deve-

stated, so it is taking its time}
laying the groundwork for that. loped, the infrastructure has

The third channel, the Goldea} :
Eagle Channel, however, intri-{} been slowly developing. Later

f this year, it will have its first
gues The Man From I.‘iadras ! hotel, The Man From Madras
Musings. Its owner is the

Ramaswamy Udayar Group,|] Musings” understands. The
17
which is also backing the City'sf O-room, 3-star hotel will be the

o 1 o1 first hotel venture of the SRM
newe.st cThamd da;xz, and the per- Group. Their next is the devel
::E?o R ars:szvalmi :‘:13(; g:z;‘z - ment of the Tamil Nadu Tourism

HC - ‘ 1
Amaran. A successful business— orporation’s Hotel Roya
man whose ties with politiciansg

i Southern in Tiruchirappalli
el which they have taken over on

loved by politicians and an enter- 5
far cry from biting satire teaming || bve-star hotel, with 25 deluxe

briefs

suites and 90 new rooms. The
Group, which has a hospital in
Madras, also plans to add a hotel
to it by 1997 and hopes to move
into flat construction in Coimba-
tore and Pallavaram in the next
year or so.

* Spencer’s, once the largest
department stores inlndia, has
decided, after pulling down the
last of its old buildings and
destroying the ambience of a
department store that for over a
century was part of the ethos of
Madras, to establish 100 super-
markets and speciality stores in
different parts of the country in
the next two years. The Man
From Madras Musings hopes that
these will be different from the
Spencer’s shop in Spencer’s
Plaza. Both shop and plaza are
functional, but the spirit of
Spencer’s is a thing of the past
in both, MMM regrets.

% Within just a couple of weeks
of telling the Press that 1995
would be the Group's ‘"‘year of
consolidation”, P Rajarathinam,
the takeover kartar, has taken
over the Bombay-based Raj Air,
which major tour operators Raj
Travels had started with one
aircraft. With the PRA Group
moving in, Raj Air hopes to buy
three new Dorniers, The Man
From Madras Musings hears, and
reach out from Bombay to
Chandigarh, Leh, Amritsar,
Tirupati and Mysore, all pilgrim
centres and tourist destinations.
The PRA Group is also planning
to go global, setting up offices in
London, Singapore and New
York (headquarters) to trade on
“;ust about everything under the
sun’’, MMM is told., _ MMM

have always ‘been friendly, ajj 33-year lease. SRM plan to
together makes MMM wonder

crusading journalist not exactly b invest nearly Rs. 15 crore into
. . .. 4 converting it into Tiruchi's first

tainer whose entertainment is ajg

how long the Golden Eagle will}

soar.

¥ Latest film star from the world

of Tamil cinema trying to male

it in Bollywood is Gouthami,

whose performance in Devar §

}.

Magan The Man From Madras

i

Musings remembers as rathery
notable. After a couple of years
in minor roles in Bombay films, ¢
she now has plum roles inff
Trimurti and God and Gun, both |
10 be released before long. While
MMM . notes with satisfaction |
Bombay's comment that she'sf

WAL LG

well-prepared for the ‘shoot [

We welcome the first
steps to
THE HERITAGE ACT

*

We iook forward to its
disciplined, professional andff | engctment and implementation

every day, he is rather infrigued |

describe “her as a ‘‘starlet”.H
Surely Gouthami has long passedp

iop . P
‘ Wiy < T S
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up:and-coming: star

Space donated by
TAMARAI MILLS

architectural influences, each having a
relationship in scale and proportion to
the other buildings on the Marina...

As much as the Marina beach and
the sea i€ accepted as common property
traditionally as well as in recent
mandatory regulations of the ministry
of environment, which ensures com-
mon open access and use, the well-
preserved architeclural heritage on the
West of the Marina road along the Bay
of Bengal also needs to be constituted
as common property held in trusteeship.
This is necessary lo ensure a more
harmonious futuristic perspective on the
heritage and cultural diversity value of
such monuments.

The vacation of the premises of the
DGP's headquarlers by the police
department in preparation for demoli-
tion should be deemed fortuitous and
the building should now be speedily
renovated and restored and retlumed fo
the city of Madras as a gleaming
example of social, environmental and
heritage concem.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and
Police authorities could well set a major
precedent and initiate a symbolic act
of preservation that spells well for the
future. It is an opportunity for them to
prove their concer fer this ancient and
beautiful city. The police headquarters
can certainly be housed in a more
congenial location in the city.

The vacation of the building by the

police department can be seen as the-

first act of handing over of this beautiful,
155-year-old Masonic hall, an integral
part of the Marina skyline, in irusteeship
to the citizens of Madras. The Chief
Minister could also gain tremendous
mileage from simultaneously using the
occasion to initiate a legislation for a
Heritage Act for Tamil Nadu.

The present DGP's building could
surely be renovated and repaired and
made to look its majestic best with the
participation of both™ the growing
corporate secior and industrial houses
of Tamil Nadu. The halls and rooms
inside, with their magpificent inferiors,
can be turned into meeting halls for
visiting delegations — econumic,
academic and cultural — who will thus
also be given the opportunity fo enjoy
the expanse of the sea and beach before
them.

The halls and rooms tan be rented
out for meelings, paftimanrams and
literary gatherings. The garden and
space outside can become another
lovely feature of the Marina thal can
ignite a spark of pride in the hearts of
the residents for their city.

An imaginatively designed sound-
and-light spectacle could become not
only a money-spinner for the state
tourism department, but something the
city authorities can make a model out
of for several such heritage resources
in different parts of the city and the
state.

Such monuments, once brought
into public trusteeship, - sustain the
possibilities of their use for the common
good. Moreso, they become a crucial
source of income.

The DGP and the police depart-
ment should ideally be part of a new
city heritage trusteeship cound, which,
beginning with the DGP building,
could perhaps be extended to other
special buildings and monuments...

Hopefully, the new year will see
the beginnings of concerned futuristic

planning and development that imple-

=
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For The School, by its childre

Yel another grecting card of special note that your Editor recei ved this year wds
this onc produced by The School-KFl, Adyar. The artwork (reproduced in the original
in black and white) is acknowledged as being by a stident of the school. name not

mentioned. The entire concept, of cards TOR a school by its students. is one other
schools might begin tc look at. Meanwhile, The School appears to have led the way.
appropriately in | Krishnamurti'’s Centenary Year {see page 5).

(By Shameem Akthar
in The Times of India)

S ave the city — take a long walk.
Radhika Dwivedi and her gang of
school friends intend to do just that.
Radhika's mother, Sharada Dwivedi,
writer and conservaionist, is convinced
that her plan to condudt watking-tours
via the Victoria Terminus, the Town
Hall, Kala Ghoda and Dockyard Road
will be edifying in the long run.
The idea is lo catch them young
and introduce them lo the grandeur of
Bombay's age-old architecture before

faux pasthey do sense that it is not
quite right to cover stones with globs
of paint...”

Sensitive to the altering cityscape,
Vikas Dilawari has been trudging
around the city with a camera, capturing
the rich facades and interiors of over
400 buildings in the course of preparing
the city’s. heritage list for INTACH..
Dilawari has been, thus. educating.
himself in what Nissen calls the
‘grammar of architecture’.

Of course, most of the photographs
were clicked al a time when villa-

@ Another in our
series on how
Indian cities
are beginning
to look at
their heritage

owners were eager and willing to have
their quaint and charming residences
photographed. Of late, the owners of
the buildings on the Heritage List have
become cagey, as they are worried
about restrictions on carrying out repair
work. Also, as the protected buildings
can be sold only on condition that the
original design is not tampered with,
conservalionists have had to contend

it is erased by the rising number of
characlerless skyscrapers.

“We need to reach out to the
children to make conservation work, "
says Dwivedi, presently invoived in
writing a book on Bombay. Another
story-book for children will include real-
life tales woven around little-known
facts about Bombay — like the fact that
the American’ National Anthem was
written in a building constructed by the
Wadia brothers or- the fact that the
writer Joseph Conrad stayed in the
Sailor's Home.

The need .for conservation is
obviously urgent. The Bombay-based
historian, Foy Nissen, complains that
conservation is in danger of becoming
a concem only of a fashionable clite.
To be effective, its importance, like that
of public health or any other civic
cause, has.to percolate down to the
masses. The man who has been instru-
mental in major conservation projects,
and is also on BMC's Heritage Com-
miltee, sincerely believes that the
hassled and harried Bombayite still
cares.
“Children ask me,” says Nissen,
“why the Flora Fountain has been

with threats from landsharks hungry to
cash in on the real estate boorn.
Dilawari feels that the hostility
towards conservationists is misplaced
and is the inevitable result of inadequate
public information on the subject...

- MANAAL RAMAN... |

‘‘Pleecase Plecease ...
Doxg't disturb bim ... He bas
- an infcx"view‘tomamw,"’.

Hiai ARAAR RMAN MMANRDALD
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ou can count on your fingers the

industries which are the exclusive
stronghold of South India — textiles,
granites, cement, marine products and.
last but not the least, leather. Leather
is a major foreign exchange-eamer in
Tamil Nadu. The industry, also India's
fourth largest foreign exchange-earner,
trotted into the limelight recently by
slating that plans arz afoot to capture
10 per cent of the world export market
by 2000 A.D.

With all these years of painstakingly

stepping up exports having .resulted

in a share of a mere 3.5 per cenl
(Rs. 41,393.34 million), the billion

dollar question is, “Can the industry

é&a S <

succeed in reaching the goal?” Yes,
it would seem, as Western manufac-
turers of leather closed shop due to
pollution problems and high labour
costs in the fate Sixties and, since then,
the industry has made rapid strides in
the subcontinent. No, considering that
we are late starers in the export of
lcather products, a market currently
dominated by South Korea, China,
Turkey and Taiwan.

Leather products are indicative of
the country’s thrust on value-addition,
which, albeit desirable, led to Tamil
Nadu's share in the country’s exports
falling from nearly 80 per cent in the
Eighties to below 45 per cent recently.
Nevertheless. thanks to the presence of
aggressive business groups like the
Gaitondes and the Parpias, the State is
also catching up on the leather footwear
and leather garment front. Today.
India’s value-added leather products go
to the US, UK, Germany, the CIS
nations, ltaly and France, -with the
unorganised sector accounting for
85 per cent of the preduction.

Though the dominance of the un-
oranised sector has helped the industry
weather many a storm, it has also been
its bane. In spite of boasting of the
world's largest cattle population, it
suffers from lack of good skin, thanks
to poor retrieval and the absence of
an effective slaughter policy. It also
lacks a supportive components industry.
Chemical inputs, conslituting
75 per cent of the final value of finished
leather, coupled with the water used
by the industry, results in about 28
million cubic metres of effluents every
year. Take our own Periamel, the pride
and the embarrassment of the industry.
Pride because it accounts for a major
chunk of the foreign exchange eamed
by the industry. Embarrassment
because it is almost ‘a small slum’,
driving away many potential foreign
customers. Being in the small-scale
sector also poses financial constraints.
(The leather products segment is
reserved for the small-scale sector,
though larger units can set up shop by
exporting 75 per cent of the total
production.)

With the incentives given to the
export of finished leather being with-
drawn in 1986, many new leather
goods units have sprouted in the city.
To encourage further investments, the

rationalisation of the excise duty
structure, dereservation and delicensing
of the industry, promotion of joint
ventures and liberalisation of import
duty to facilitate import of capital goods,
components and spare parts.

The Governmenl has identified
leather as a thrust area and put foot-
wear.exports under extreme focus. The
demand for leather products is growing
in the international market and India,
with its skilled labour and low wages,
is placed in an advantageous position.
Furthermore, institutions like CLRI-and
the Centre for Leather Exports (the
technology and marketing arms of the
industry),” along with other industry
players. have thejr nose to the grind-
stone to somehow put the 10 per cent
target within grasp. According to them,
“Yesterday has. been momentous,
today is busy and tomorrow is both
demanding and bright” for-the industry.

Meanwhile our three best bets for
this fortnight"are:

Vijayshanthi Builders (CMP:
Rs. 39.00): Lncouraging half-year resulls
indicating an annualised EPS of Rs. 6.62,
backward integration inlo cement, forward
integration into housing finance for its own
flats, booming real estate business, diversi-
fication into herbal mineral water, an order
book position of Rs. 82 cr all bode well.

A rights issue is to open in March/April 1995

to part-finance expansion in cement and

consiruction. An EPS of Rs. 7 for 199495

+will support Rs. 70 then. After a high at

Rs. 52, the share is declining. Buy with a
stop loss at Rs. 30.

Cutfast Abrasives (CMP:
Rs. 66.00): Cutfast, with 20 per cent market
share in the coated abrasive segment, has
seen a 53 per cent rise in net profits in the
1994-95 first half, on a 29 per cent rise
in tumover. Exports should touch Rs. 50 cr
by 2000 AD. It has obtained 1SO 9000
cerlification and is exploring new markelts,
apart from enlarging existing markets in
Jordan, Iran. Iraq efc. It is expanding its
coated and bonded abrasives capacities and
is concentrating on premium products like

Zirconia aluminium oxide. A Rs. 5.50 EPS
for 1994-95 will support Rs. 90 then. The

share, which touched a peak of over

Rs. 120, has now reacted. But with a stop

loss at Rs. 60.

Kothari Sugars (CMP: Rs. 48.75):
The flagship-company of the HC Kothari
group with three divisions; sugar, distillery
and petrochernicals. Thanks {o its diversified
interests, it has reported good results even
for the 199495 first half. Compared to
the previous year, turnover was up by
89.5 per cent at Rs. 61.84 cr and PAT by
76.3 per cent at Rs. 4.69 cr. The second
half will be much better. An EPS of over
Rs. 8 for 1994-95 will support Rs. &0.
Prices are sharply declining after a high at
Rs. 95. Buy with a stop loss at Rs. 40.

K. GOPALAKRISHNAN
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connected with the buildings.

The OLD shows one of the century-old Cantonment
bungalows on Main (Butt) Road, St Thomas’ Mount,
being refurbished without marring anything of its
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Our OLD and NEW this fortnight have been only
partly choser: for their contrasting engineering styles,
the OLD solidly on the ground and the not-so-NEW
resting its four storeys on four upside-down, prestressed
pyramids flaring out of four hollow columns through
which electrical, water and drainage connections are
taken to all floors. A word about Larsen and Toubro’s
ECC headquarters, a landmark at Manapakkam on_the
road to Poonamallee since 1981, will be added later.
Before that, NOT the advertising, as Doordarshan
would have it, but a couple of tales about activities
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[ Krishnamurti, the philosopher-sage,
fyoung in mind, straight-backed, with
> majesty and beauty of an ancient
"R dhar tree, wandered around the
8 ld, teaching and healing the minds
B vast numbers of young and old, the

Rellectuals and simple human beings,

‘& came to him overburdened with

+-fnflict and sormow.
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Education Trust which, this year, celebrates its

India. A rather curious title, ma

Christians., _
In the NEW, a unique concept is _ _ . & T B

practised daily, writes RAJIND N
| CHRISTY, whose pictures of the

i or do any creative work which he or she canno

3 Success.

{ building and it is visually intriguing from outside.

1 luxuriant greenery. The elegantly furnished recep

original look. This building, part of a school camp,
is the new headquarters of the Dalit Liberal

birthday. The founder of the Trust, Henty Thiaga
was presented the 1994 National Award for Soo
Justice by the Bharathiya Dalit Sahitya Akademi, Nf}, describes the boy Krishnamurti
Delhi, recently. Present at the inauguration was Dr Joa :

G B Webster of Connecticut, USA, who not so long g
had published his Dalit Christians

the reader wonder where else,
casteless Christianity, there are-D

NE

* calls, hold inter-departmental discussions or meetin
 or meet visitors. Each staff member is left undisturh
| for this hour to plan his or her work, clear the backig®

&3 during the rest of the day. This practice has been stri
%t followed since November 1992 and has been a g

% floor slabs and entire facade are made of precs
concrete. There is a magnificent ambience inside (78

on the first floor gives visitors a sense of enterinyg:
luxury hotel. The building has an unobstructed, columgg
[ree space and is centrally air-conditioned. It has i

4 Krishnamurti was born in Madana-
3o in what is now Andhra Pradesh,
It eighth child of a Telugu Brahmin
gvemment official. The signs of his
Siystical nature were evident from early
ildhood. His mother died when he
young. Though he was vague and
interested in studies, his father
iced an unusual capacity in the child
r silence, observation and attentior.

I

nding for hours watching the clouds
m in the sky, looking at plants or
ling cross-legged observing the
haviour of ants. .
Naraniah, Krishnamurti's father,
s a Theosophist, and after refirement
ught employment at the headquarters
the Society at Adyar. One day,
yen Krishnamurti was playing on the
ach, he was noticed by C W Lead-
galer, a clairvoyant and a man high

i the Theosophical hierarchy. Lead-

ki

2]

galer was struck by the luminous aura
e child, whom he found {o be pure
onyi free of all seffishness. The esoteric
pisters of the Society had instructed
ir disciples to be on the watch for
faSreal Being who was to manifest in
e world. Krishnamurti was that
¢ing. Leadbeater was sure.

54 Annie Besant took the boy and his

iyl

{

" | Krishnamurti

quardians were appointed to prepare
Krishnamurti for becoming the great
Being. As a boy, Krishnamurti had the
supreme beauty of a forest fawn. His
face was oval. His large, wide open
eyes Qazed into the distance. He
reflected gravity and dignity. As he
grew up, vast hierarchical organisations
were built around him, and estates,
lands and endowments were gifted to
him for his work. Devolees from all
over the world flocked to him. Adored
by vas! numbers, arousing the cynical
comments and derision of others for
being described as the coming Messiah,
he grew up a sensitive, vulnerable
young man with little to say.

The death of Nitya was Krishna-
murti’s first contact with sorrow. It
triggered the awakening in him of that
illumined intelligence which, while
dormant, had sustained him through
the years. He grew aware of the
iltusions and ambitions that made up
his environment. He saw the pettiness
of most of the so-called great ones. He
saw thal the structures and hierarchies

“that had been built in his name were

seeking lo imprison him.

Annie Besant, whom he loved and
respected, was aging. Large endow-
ments of land and money had created
vested interests; conflicts were surfacing.
At that time, Krishnamurti was under-
going powerful mystical experiences.
Though he rarely spoke of that period,
everything that he had been taught or’
had come to accept was being neglect-
ed. A new Krishnamurti was emerging,
still shy, reticent, but tofally free.

In 1928, at a camp held in the
5,000-acre estate which had been
gifted to him and which was the centre
of the organisations set up in his name,
Krishnamurti said: ‘Truth is a pathless
land. No organisation, no belief can
lead to truth.” The thousands of
devotees who had gathered to hear him
were bewildered. “'l have no disciples
— gqurus step down the truth. Truth is
within yourself.”

In one clean sweep, he denied all
hierarchies in the religious mind. The
following year he dissolved the Order
of the Star, the main organisation built
for the coming of the World Teacher.
He gave back to the donors the moneys
and vast properties, including the
5000-acre estate in Holland.

In 1933, with the death of Annie
Besant, his last links with the Theo-
sophical Society were snapped. Then,
free of all property and organisations,
alone except for a few friends who later
were lo rally round him, he left the
Society, its hierarchical organisations,
its rituals and beliefs.

During World War 1I, he was
stranded in Ojai, California. Much of
the time he was alone, cullivating roses
and milking cows. He was inwardly

A century of
Krishnamurti

he Krishnamurti Foundation

India is commemorating in
1995 the birth centenary of
] Krishnamurti (b. May 11,
1895; d. February 17, 1986).
The Centenary Year plaas were
launched on:January 21. The
theme of the Centenary is
‘A Century of Krishnamurti’.

In order to consolidate its
present work and to reach out to
a wider audience, the Krishna-
murti Foundation India has
drawn up several plans. Some of
them are: Krishnamurti Study
Centres, which will consist of
informal groups of people who
come tegether to study the teach-
ings of Krishnamu:rti and enquire
into their own lives; video shows;
talks and discussions; exhibi-
tions-cum-sale of books, in-
cluding the centenary publi-
cations.

The Krishnamurti Foun-
dation India is a registered
educational and charitable
organisation, set up to preserve
and disseminate the teachings of
Krishnamurti and to run the

N
2\ quditorium, a technical library, several CAD wilis

;35 stations and a conference room on each floor for Ci
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. The total sp

is about 1750 sq.m.”’

Delayed serial

(Continued from P 1)

many outside Tamil Nadu know about
Kovalan, Kannagi or the Kural.”
Recalling his life's effort to popula-
rise the twin Tamil classics through
lectures, dramas and published papers,
MaPoSi says! Even at marriages people
used to ask me to expound the twin
classics. But I refused such requests, as
the Silappadikaram has a tragic end and
it is not ‘appropriate to narrate it at a

‘marriage.” Looking back on it all, he

says, Today, it is only my literary work
which gives me immense salisfaction,
-a . D 'u -

In the twilight of his life, MaPoSi
looks forward to the propagating of the
Tamil classics throughout the nation.
Unfortunately, his representatipn to all
the MPs fron: Tamil Nadu to raise the
Upasana matter in Parliament has not
evoked any response even from them.

Emotionally he muses, “A part of
my life’s ‘mission, popularising Sila-
ppadikaram in the State, is complete.
If only Doordarshan would telecast
Upasana, then I would be-happy to
have propagated a Tamil dassic

| would like to read Musings reguiarly
M/s. Lokavani Hall Mark Press Pvt. Ld., 62/63 Greames Road, Madras 600 006.
Dear Sirs, | would like to subscribe to Madras Musings, the
journal that cares for Madras. | enclose my subscription for
24 issues of Madras Musings from the coming fortnight.
[ Rs. 60 (India)*; O Rs. 375 {Sri Lanka, Malaysia, the Gulf)*
O Rs. 425 (Europe and U.S.A)* Tick whichever is applicable.

(* All rates are inclusive of subscription, postage and handling charges.)
NEIMIE oottt e e e e naas
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All cheques to be made out to Lokavani Hall Mark Press Pvt. Lid., Cash
subscriptions will be accepted at our reception desk.

route confusion

g is a common sight lo find PTC/DATC
gbuses plying with misleading, incorrect
%d confusing route no. indications. For a
arried office commuter, bus route indi-
ons must be one and the same on
hboard, at rear and entrance window
icalors as well,

Today, | found a DATC bus on Route
iB-A (ICF-Besant Nagar) at T'Nagar with
B word Pallava painted in Tamil in the
! and the rear with a’solitary route
blay at the entrance window. Alas! The
@ public had to run about to find out
oule no, Al times, it is also observed
4884 different route nos. are found in alf the

i Wil transport  corporations  please

Wb lhis confusion? And may there be

istinct vehicle body colours for Metro and

heral services?

J Krishnamurthy

76 First Main Road
Sri lyappa Nagar
Madras 600 111.

rn glad to note the arlicle and pholo-
@8aph published in Madras Musings
ember 1. 1 would like to inform you
ad! as there is lack of space on the sides,
\vere unable to pay greater attention lo
hel rcst of the building,

AVM Kumaran
AVM Productions (P} Ltd
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B iﬁ a pipe

This happy urchirt's pipe-dreams have nothing to do with hookahs. Perhaps they
are more concrele: such as. what the fulure has in store for him and whether. in this
teeming, congested metropolis, he might one day find a well-paid job and a home

more congenial than surplus drainpipes.

(Pholograph by P. JUSTINE)

schools founded by him. It has
its headquarters at Vasanta
Vihar, Madras, which houses a
Study Centre, an Archives, and
the Publications and Audio-
Video Departments. The five
schools it runs are the Rishi
Valley School in Andhra
Pradesh, the Rajghat Besant
School in Vatzaasi, The Valley
School in Bangalore, The School-
KFI in Madras and The Bhagi-
rathi Valley School in Uttar
Kashi. It also runs the Vasanta
College for Women in Varanasi
and Bal Anand, an after-school
centre in Bombay. A new resi-
dential school is coming up near
Pune.

In recognition of Krishna-
murti's stature as a world-
renowned religious teacher, the
Government of India has acquir-
ed his house of birth in Madan-
apalle and declared it a monu-
ment of national importance.
The Government has also re-
cognised the Krishnamurti
Foundation India as an insti- -
tution of national importance.

alive, listening, observing, probing,
questioning the world within and
around him. In the silence of his solitary
walks, the teachings flowered.

Aldous Husley, who lived close by,
became a friend. Huxley, one of the
most erudite minds of his time, talked;
Krishnamurti listened. In tumn, Huxley
listened and leamt to be silent when
Krishnamurti spoke of perception, of
time and of awareness. In 1961, just
before his death, Aldous was to hear
Krishnamurti speak at Gslaad in
Switzerland. Wriling to a friend he
described it as “‘amongst the most
impressive things | have listened to —
it was like listening to the discourse of
the Buddha — such power, such
intrinsic authority”.

Drawn by Krishnamurti's supreme
presence, the beauty, stillness and

‘compassion of his being and his capa-

city to heal the mind and unburden
sorrow, the young and the old, the
man seeking God, the social worker
and the politician came to him. In his
public discourses, in his small discussion
groups, in the individual interviews he
gave, he negated all beliefs, all psycho-
logical and religious traditions, all gurus
and crutches to reality. Questioned on
his role, he said, 1 am only acting as
a mirror to your life, in which you can
see your life as you are; then you can
throw away the mirror; the mirror is
not important”. He spoke of self-
knowing as the beginning of all
wisdom.

Krishnamurti did not deny the
wonder of science and technology. He
was profoundly interested in the
mechanical workings cf the computer

and the ever-receding limits to
functions. Bul seeing the inherent
dangers in the present situation he
demanded a mutation in the human
mind so that the tool did not take over-
the inhuman role of master.

Krishnamurti held discussions into
man's problems with the great scientists
of the world, men working.at the
frontiers of scientilic knowledge, psy-
chiatrists, thinkers, religious heads,
political leaders, students and children.
With the children in the many schools
slarted to serve as a milieu for his
teachings, his language became lucid,
simple. He told the children that
academic excellence was essential, but
he also spoke of the awakening of
intelligence which arose out of obser-
vation, self-knowing and compassion.
Could these two streams be fused? he
wondered.

(Adapted from an article
by Pupul Jayakar)
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NOTABLE BOOKS OF THE MONTH

The New American Workplace: Transforming Work Systems in the

United States

ILR Press. ¢1994. (331.25 APP)
Binkin, Martin
- Who Will Fight the Next War?

The Brookings institution. c19393. (355 BIN)

Conway, J. North

American Literacy: Fifty Books That Define Our Culture and

Curselves

William Morrow and Company, inc. ¢1893. (028.90973 CON})

Deesa, David A.

The New Politics of American Forsign Pol

Heldman, Robert K.

Information Telecommunications: Networks, Products & Service
McGraw-Hill, Inc. c1994. (384 HEL)

Kaufman, Wallace

No Tumning Back: Dismantiing the Fantasies of Environmental Thinking.

Basic Books. ¢1994. (363.7 KAU}
Lewis, Ralph G. .

Total Quality in Higher Educatlon.

St. Lucie Press. c1994, (378.1 LEW)
The Promise of Diversity: Over 40 Voices Discuss Strategles for -
Eliminating Discrimination in Organization. (
CO~-EDITORS: Elsie Y. Cross, Judith H. Katz, Frederick A. Miller and. -
Edith W. Seashore . SRR ERLTCIEI
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(Continued from last fortnight)

ours in Singapore are extremely

well, organised and worth the
money spent. Buddhist shrines, Hindu
temples, churches and mosques all co-
exist in a harmony thal is a tribute to
the spirit of Singapore. The temples are
little ‘Tamil Nadus'; the Mariamman

need a faw to make NOT I6oking after
one’s elderly parents a criminal offence
gives you an.idea of the seriousness of
the matter. With' affluence and con-
sumerism, the young are growing more
and more selfish and are getting hooked
on the Pleasure Principle. An article in
the” Straits Times when | was there
spoke about the bad influence of

temple is the oldest and if you closed
you eyes you would think you were
ir. Vadapalani. The Perumal and Rama
temples are focal points of South Indian
cultural adtivities. The new Siva temple
has a more North Indian Jain look to
it. A sad but true fact is that the bath-
rooms and toilets in these Indian-
managed temples are like the ones back
home — DIRTY. When will we
Indians ever leam?!

The biggest problem faced by
Singapore is the steady erosion of
values thanks to Westernisation. With
media control and legislation the
administration is trying to stem the rot.
That the Chinese, who have a
5000-year {radition of ancestor-worship
and reverence for parents, should now

tabloids which modelled themselves on
Murdoch’s Sun and Slorilied sex and
violence.

Some Smgaporeans seem lo find an
answer to this cancer of the soul in Sai
Baba. We were astounded to find
Chinese, Malay and Indonesian
devotees outnumbering Indians at
certain centres. We heard Bhajans sung
in Chinese and Indonesian with such
fervour.

For the tourist, Singapore is a fun
place. For children and adults alike, the
cable car ride o Sentosa, the under-
water world where huge fish seem to
be right above your head as you go
down glass tunnels, the East’s affswer
lo Madame Tussaud’s wax museum
and the botanical gardens are ever

popular. And if you are rich you could
check into Raffle’s Hotel, which has
been restored to its pre-1942 splendour,
or take the Eastern Oriental Express to
Bangkok, which is somethmg like our
‘Palace on Wheels, for just $ 18531

Sir Stamford Raffles, the founder of
Singapore, is fondly remembered: his
statue stands near the pier where he
landed and his name has launched a
franchise of sors. There-is even a
Raffles Medical School Centre at the
Airport  which, presumably, helps
medicos who land there by the plane-
load to take the USMLE exams in their
US-bound journey!

No account of Singapore would be
complete without mention of Singapore
Airlines. The Singapore Girl image is
assicuously cultivated:not one: of its

"hostesses is tat or ungainly. They are

the epitome of pelite, feminine charm
and efficiency in their graceful sarongs
and tops. Singapore Airlines could run
customer-relations courses; it is so good
at it. The hostesses on our flights were
all Chinese; the stewards a mixture of
‘Malays and others; but the travellers
vrere all Madrasis and so the announce-
ments were all in perfectly chaste Tamil,
right down to the ‘fasten your seat belts’
one! That is the secret of Singapore's
success for you.

(Concluded)

: have always felt Padma Subra-
& niam is the ‘Shivaji Ganesan' of
§ dance scene. There was proof of.
® in her recent presentation at
Warath Kalachar of ‘Shivaji Ganesan
B! Natyashashira', a study with video
Eopings from his films. -~

‘li same kind of face structure. That
e also reflects Shivaji's histrionics was

100 years old.

This series is on Madras schools that are part
of the City’s heritage. These are not necessarily |
the better-known or more successful schools of )
today. These are the schools that helped the city -
to grow. Each of the schools featured is over

l‘
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n 1865, a separate primary school

was started as a feeder school to the
Pachaiyappa's College School.and it
continues to be a feeder school to this
day. Originally it was housed in diffe-
rent  buildings, on Broadway, in
Stringer Streel and where the present
Shankar Cale is. It hnally moved to the

ground Tloor of Pachaiyappa's College
School in 1940 and remains there.
The school was opened by John
Norton, who was the Presidency’s first
Professor of Law, and named after
Amery Govindu Naicker, a greal
philanthropist ~like Pachaiyappa

Mudallar Bom to a humble fam:[y in

The Pachaiyappa’s (&
School building on $88
NSC Bose Road in Wil
George Town, with " .
Jhe Govindu Naicker )

ribution
’s school

Amery, near Periapalayam, he came
to Madras when he was a boy, at the
time Hyder Ali of Mysore was threaten-
ing the Camalic. Shortly after a brief
education, he become a quill-driver in
Parry Dare & Company. Gradually, by
dint of hard work, outstanding ability
and a much-admired integrity he won
the appreciation of his superiors and
became the Company's dubash.

Govindu Naicker's business
acumen enabled him to amass a large
fortune. Struck by the lack of education
in the Hindu community, he decided
to do something about it. In 1346, he
conveyed properties worth about
Rs. 40,000 to the trustees of Pachaiy-
appa’s to be used for the cause of
primary education ameng the children
of the poor and for religious purposes.
With the desire to see his endowment
efficiently managed, he agreed to serve
as a clerk on a pallry salary with the
Pachaiyappa's Trust Board.

The school grew over the years
and, in time, was upgraded as a middle

school. Being a feeder schodl, its classes-

are from Standards V to VII. Today,
it has only 135 students and 12
teachers. K S Venkatakrishnan has
been Headmaster from 1974. The
school calers to the needs of the back-
ward communities. It has done well in

-Kabbadi and Football.

. Photoeranhaniliextibys b- i b B s

! 8 on the Natyashashira showed in
i bélween excerpts from Shivajis films.

Blic has the same expresswe: face, the
Gne way of using the- eyes and a
finilar sense of drama.

The ONGC oil well which had : @8 i Padma had planned her pro-
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| COOKIES

; RAMANAN' 10.
queigxmﬂer&\;ﬁ. the forti‘l;hst blow-out, resulting in a stll raging§gimme very well. Natyashashtra's
January 1-15) is located at...? efinition of an ideal actor was reflected
1 Whal new Rani Trophy record did the 11. Name the Tamil Nadu player cm\x i lhe face of Shivaji Ganesan in a
Delhi pair of Raman Lamba and Ravi the new National ladies singles 148 jriad roles. Natyashashtra talks .of
Sehgal set against Himachal Pradesh tennis champion at Jamshedgy different kinds of Abhinaya or
_on January 1st? recently. ;; P diums of expression: Angika (of the
2. In order to meet its obligations under 12. What world record did a 61-yearfe dY) Vach\ika (through  speech),
e nevlyomed WTO, inda amend. 120 monk, Shamuni Mk 2 w—
ed two of its Acts under late night January 9th?
promulgations of Presidential Ordi-  13. Name the veteran parliamentarian
nances on Cecember 31 — January 1. ‘socialist leader, the general secretan
Name the Acts. the anata.Party when it swep
3. According to The Crickeler's lalest power in 1977, who passed aw
rankings, which countries top the’list January 9th. £
for one-day internationals and Test ~ 14. In'which sport did the Tami Nadu
malches? make it five in a row, in the tece
4, The postal services of the country concluded Nationals held in Ma
enlered a new phase of modemisation 15, Which woman from Madres
on January 14th with the introduction become the first woman Divisi
of...? ] Manager in Indian Railways his!§
5. Which prominent, controversial per- 16, Who is the new Miss India-Univg , ax
sonality has formed a new legion called 17, Name the veterari tennis champion, QQ
'Ekalavya Sena'? doyen of the Madras sporls scene,
6. Who replaced Vazhapadi K. Rama- passed away on January 8th aged
murthi as the TNCC president? 18. Who directed the ‘spectacular’ s
7. Who have been awarded the presti- entitled ‘Cinema Cinema 100, to 3
gious ‘UNESCO-Felix Houphouel 100 years of world cinema? 5
Boigny" Peace Prize for 19947 19. What does the Rs. 2 special pes
8. Name the AIADMK MP arrested for stamp on the recenly_ held Vi
alleged evasion of Cusloms duty on Tamil Conference depict? fg
computer floppiés worth Rs. 44.5lakhs. ~ 20. What do Prof Schalk, Prof Velug#
9. Where in Asia is the next Disneyland, ~~ Prof & Mrs. Sivathampi and Pid i
the second after Tokyo, expected to Mrs. Shanmugadas have in comm@§ ;
come up by 19987 (Answers on page 8) ;,,{3
i
®
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Crunchy, Munchy -

Fe ebruary: ‘Artist of the Month': Murali-
Bddharan, a painter who has participated
in many international and national exhibi-
flions, including ‘Parallel Documents” in
iKassel, Germany, and the 7th Triennial
India. (Max Mueller Bhavan).

oruary 13-22: Horst Janssen Etchings
11958-1976 (originals). The exhibition

#one of the most important and productive
{oerman graphic artists of modern times.
$nder the influence of his teacher Alfred
ahlen he tumned to illusirations, wood-
Futs, drawings-and etchings at an early
e and was known in the Fifties for his

developed a language of his own.
‘ lit Kala Akademi. 2.00 — 6.00 'p.m.)
coconufs

- not flavours

nubrine
KOKANAKA

OOKIES

Aaharya (through costume and make-

Padma looks like his sister, having

~Bident in the excerpls from her own

romprises 160 graphics by Horst Janssen, -

onumental colour wodducls in which

up) and Sathvika (through the inner

strength of understanding). -
Padma then demonstrated the body

language used by Shivaii in his various

roles. Thunderous applause greeted the

dramatic Mannavan Vanthanadi in
which she dupllcated Shivaii's majestic

iA:—i_VIeW from

walk She also showed a chppmg from
a TV interview in which Shivaji
Ganésan had talked about how he had
observed the body language of the
Kanchi swamiji and had used it in his
role of a pious old man. The various
qaits Shivaji used in his various roles
and Padma's demonstration -of them
showed the immense versatility of both.

Next came excerpts from-Shivaji's

dialogues, his use of different dialects

Sambhita Arni 9 yrs

A chdds view of picturing words — and literature... at the Max Mueller Bhavan.
other evenls to promcle children’s

of children’s hleralure, a seminar for
librarians and teachers (on reading habits
cf children) and readings from children’s
literature for children.

Towards the end of the [llustrators
workshop, and as the rest of the events
also conclude, there will be an open
forum session which will aim at a
dia'ogue between an invited audience,
illustration artists and the organisers. All

the illustration works will also be dis--

played in an informal way along with
the stories, (At Max Mueller Bhavan, by
invitation except Book -Exhibition.)
Till February 28: Katha inviles (1) trans-
lations of the best short stories published
between fanuary and December 1994
in the various regional languages (Please
~ send a xerox copy of the original), and
(2) original and unpublished short stories
in English. The Katha Award-wznmng
manuscripls. will - be pubhshed ‘sub-
sequently. .
The writer of each selected slory wﬂl
- receive the:Katha' Award for Creative

. Fiction, the translator of the story- will
in .o ~rece1ve7lhe Katha Award"[or Transiano

- “various movements of - neck eyes,

L etc Padma went oo demonshate thé

Sad state of

 head, lips efc. shown in her own film.

“ I wondered if it was, perhaps, not too

long, as, for a while, everyone seemed
to have forgotten Shivaji. Padma

looked very different from her usual self

in the film, wearing completely diffe-

- rent make-up and hair-style and using

a very nasal voice for narration.

To demonstrate Aaharya there are,
of course,.far.too many examples to
show from Shlvajl's films, but, clevery,
Padma picked out just thdse scenes
where he had used small props like a
cigarette or a beedi in different roles.
There are no dearth of emotional
scenes in Shivaji's films to exemplify
Sathvika, but Padma chose those

~ where gestures, not the voice, were -
used to convey deep emotion.

Padma next talked about the diffe-
rent kinds of expressions discussed in
the Natyashashira, such as the Arabhati
(spectacular) and the Kaishiki (the
graceful). For Kaishiki, she included
romantic and song-and-dance sequen-
ces, for Arabhati, fight sequences. .

At the end of this fascinating
presentation, which everyone felt could
have been even longer, with more
clips, Shivaji Ganesan made the nicest
of speeches. He said he was humbled
by the presentation and been made to
feel bashful. This was said with such
genuineness that it warmed everyone's
hearts.

The rural poor

nstallation’ is the new buzzword in
the art world today. There was a

presenitation of it by Vivian Sundaram
and Madras's Valsan Kolleri at the Max

Mueller Bhavan recently. I could not

attend the inauguration of the ‘Instal-
lation’ at the Museum, but the dis-
cussions at the MMB threw much light
on the work of the two artists.

One point deliberated was whether

Vivian Sundaram ought to have invited

the family that had helped in his work
to the inauguration and whether
making them a part of the spectacle was
not a kind of exploitation. I don't
understand why urban audiences do
not see the slum or rural poor as peogle
like themselves. Why should they not
be invited in the -urban context,
especially when there is'a relevance?
People use the word ‘exploitation’ oo
often. But everyone exploits every and
everything.

By interacting with India’s vxllages
we can only gain. Mahatma Gandhi
had time and again wamed of this
creation of a huge gap between the
English-educated urban ‘elite’ and the
genuine rural population of India. His
fears are now manifest in the urban
intellectual arguments about keeping
rural people at a distance.

'V.R. DEVIKA"

[oRpyry

State’s

*amil Nadu’s first ever loss to
Kerala in the Ranji Trophy
‘national championships is in
keeping with the state’s curate’s
egg-like performance in the tour-
nament this year and last year.
Indeed, its record in the 60-year-
old championship, which it has
" won but twice, is not at all in
keeping with the status and
popularity cricket enjoys, or the
. manner in which it is organised,
in the State, especially in the city
of Madras, where it goes on
round the year with an ever-
growing number of tourna-
ments.
The State’s poor Ranji record
underscores the fact that the

game at the hlsher level in tlfc%:
State is sorely in need of rquvej
nation. But no one really | ha;iﬁ:
answer as to what should’ I:eii
done. :
Alleging that those selected
are wanting in match tempeti;
ament, discipline, fighting spmt,f‘
dedication and what not helps no*
one. The State’s cricket officiais’
and others would do well to
mind their words and slop
making unsporting comments.,
But the cricketers too need to do ;
a bit more, considering ihe'
extent of support they get thesc |

days, one way or the othcr
IAICI':‘;

- £

Cosmos

at v'ball

Cosmos Club of Madras gave Indian

volleyball its biggest-ever boost by
the excellent manner in which it con-
ducled the 43rd National Champion-
ships at the Madras University Union
courts from January 7th to 15th. It was
the first National Championship meet
Cosmos had organised, and even when
the unexpecied rains drove the
championship indoors, the organisers
were not found wanting. Both the
men’s and women's championships
had a smooth and efficient passage,
and, in the process, helped Cosmos
qaia in status and reputation.

Cosmos indeed set a unique record.
The championships cost a little over
Rs. 15 lakhs. Wonderful to relate,
Cosmos made it withoul roping in a
sponsor. It did collect donations from
sports-minded business and industrial
establishments. But the fact remains it
was the first Madras club to organise
a National Championship meet of the
magnitude of the Men's and Women's
volleyball competitions without a
.sponsor as such.

- Cosmos can take justifiable pride in
giving the game a new look. This was
ensured by the response. from nearly
every State Association to the 1995
championships, the public support it got
and the record number of prizes and

the winner

nationals

awards Cosmos offered the participants;
The standard of play and the crowds
that tumed up may eventually lead lo
the emergence of a volleyball stadlum
in Madras.

Cosmos has indeed eamed such a
reputation for ils interest in% the
development of volleyball in- Tamd
Nadu that it could be said to have se!
another record as well. For the pre
championship Press briefing, it booked
a room in the Hotel Connemara’ and
put in no more that 20 chairs. But such
was the response from the media; that
the room became packed and: lhe
number of chairs had to be doublg::lL
It was indeed the most crowded spons
Press briefing held in Madras — and
as a result, over half a dozen extra
bottles had to be requlsxuonedl

In the midst of the hectic organi-
sation of the championships, Cosmos§
let it be said to its credit, did not forge d
the man who has kept volleyball 3oms
in the country. The organisers honouf
ed-the Indian Olympics Asoaatﬁﬁ"
president and former president of:the
Volleyball Federation of India;*S
Adityan, at a special function, for: his|
distinguished service to sport, edumbé’ff

and ;ournahsm

é
o
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Ennore port

(Continved from P 1)

enable automated handling of the coal
shipments. ‘Ennore,. Madras Musings
‘leams, might in'time handle all dusty

_ cargo, leaving Madras to handle only

“container cargo. -
Services for Shlp repair, ship

 breaking and other ship industries are
likely to be developed around the port

in the: future. - Together with land
needed by pon users for their facilities,

“there will be need for about 2500 acres
* of land behind the port for such deve- |
lopment. Madras Port Trust has already -

acquued 995: acres of thxs;*from the 1.

way.

Chemplast has been environmentally conscious long before
it became fashionable. On our own, we had 'introdi.icedif?ﬁl
-safeguards even before it was required by law. v
Our concern forthe environmentisreflectedin ourendeavouré

tosee that the land we inhabit is not spoiled or sullied in any

For, our land is our lieritage. And that of our ch_ildfeﬁ:-

/\
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Chennplasl

CHEMICALSAND PLASTICS INDIALIIvﬂTED il

- 8, Cathedral Hoad Madr IS 600 086 5
e DIVERSE'e DYNAMIC ° STATE OF TEE ART;Z




MADRAS MUSINGS

(By The Corner Flag)

When The Man From Madras
Musings on January 1st wrote of

the Sterling Holiday Resorts Group
getting into the golf business by deve-
loping a major PGA golf resort in Delhi,
The Comer Flag did not quite realise
how serious Sterling was about golf.
That seriousness was recently reflected
in a unique golf tournament that
Sterling organised in Bangalore with

Will Shiny
bid

a shining
adieu?
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(By A Sports Reporter)

hiny Wilson, for years Asia’s

best 800m runner and one of
its best-400m runners, plans to
bid adieu to athletics at the SAF
Games to be held in Madras this
December, Madras Musings
learns. Not only does she want
to bow out on 2 winning note,
but she also wants to be the only
sportsperson to have competed
in all SEVEN editions of the
Games, from its inception in
1984.

Shiny is the athlete who
came back after marriage and
childbirth to clock timings better
than in her medal-winning days.

. Sadly, though she picked up
medals, they were not of the
kind that she'd earned when she
was younger. The two-year
break for marriage and a
daughter possibily eprived her
‘of higher honours, but she has

" never regretted it. In fact, she
wants to call it a day only be-
cause she wants to spend more
time with her 4-year-old
daughter, not because her
timings have slowed down.

The ever-smiling Shiny —
‘whose only tears were when she
was deprived of a Gold at the
Asian Games on a tfoo-strict
interpretation of the rules —
plans to pace herself -easily
through this athletic year and be
at her for the SAF Games.

1t would be most appropnate if

Worldeam, a multi-media organisation.
This was a Sterling compelition for the
captains of industry.

Worldcom’s Chairman's Golf Cup
tournament is being organised in four
legs in India as a Stableford tournament
with full handicaps over an 18-hole
course. The Northern leg was played
in Delhi in October and the Southern
leg has just been completed- over the
Pongal weekend in Bangalore. Both
these legs were sponsored by Sterling
with a view “lo create sporismen out
of businessmen . The Western leg was
due to be played in Bomrbay on
January 2%th and the Eastern leg will
be played in Calcutia on February 6th.
Sadly. The Comer Flag doesn’t have
the extended facilities to get all the
results, but sadder still is the fact that
those who do have ignored this com-
pelition-wilh—a{lifferen'ce.(]ust heard the -
Delhi leg was won by Ambasyadon
Pedro Rubio of Mexico.)

From the litite The Comer Flag has
been able to gather, 45 Chairmen and
senior corporate executives were due
to play in the Sterling compelition in
Bangalore. And they included: Vijay
Mallya of UB Group, Ajit Nambiar of
BPL, Jagdish Hinduja of Gokuldas
Images, Dinesh Puri of Motorla.
O P Mittal of Mittal Investment Corpn,
B S Patil of KSIDC, S K Maini of Maini
Precisions, P G Menon of Coats
Viyella, L K Anand of Triveni Engg
Ltd. Bunty Peerbhoy of MAA
Communications Bozell, H G V Reddy
of Swede India and Al. Muthiah of
Chamundi Textiles.

The Comer Flag wonders who the
individua! winners were and whether
there was an overall Champion
Chairman. It would be nice to know.

Action lights up the Madras night

This is the mos! striking hoardmg we ve ever seen in Madras. And no wonder!-It made its debut in the city on!v recently i E

is at present brightly lighting up the L R Swami junction, where Mount Road meels Cenolaph Road. This huge (60’

<20’) ba

glowsign comprises of a one-piece viny! skin streiched over a frame and lit from the rear with 150 fluorescent lights. This ‘Mags Mg
Translide’ (MMT) has been imported fom Australia for its Classic hoarding by ITC. Such a Translide was firs! brought to Indiafg
so long ago to promote 555 cigarettes in Bombay. Since then, Coke and Hiram Walker have imported similar Translides for disfR
lo Bombay and Delhi, but this Classic is a Madras first. Erected at a cost of approximalely Rs. 15 lakh, this hoarding, which domir

the Cenotaph Road junction, also features a splendid bit of sports pholography that's been scanned lor reproduction. The brilli§
caplured bit of polo action is one reason why this picture and story feature on our Sports Page.

(Photograph: V S RAGHAVE

M AM. Ramaswamy’s colours

qave the Madras turf a big boos!
by makmg a clean sweep of the first
three prizes of the U.B. Group
(Bangalore)-sponsored  inaugural
McDowell Million for three-year-olds,
the richest-ever Madras race, run on
January 14th. The next day, Rama-
swamy won the fillies million
Bombay wilh Stalely Home. And a
week laler surprised everyone when his
Native Chieftan and Ascol Prince
finished 1-2 in the Bangalore Derby,
the former paying Rs. 329 for a win
andRs198 for a place!

But, ironically, no Madras runner
could halt the current season’s Guindy-
Bangalore one-way classic traffic. After
Cape Storm and Accomplish, respec-
tively, won The Hindu, South India

Indian tennis is sorely in need

of rejuvenation. This was
empbkasised by the Indian
squad’s sorry performance in the
second leg of the All-India Tennis
Association’s Gadgil Western
Corporation-Indian Bank-spon-
sored Satellite tournament, held
recently in Madras. Teams from
as many 28 countries were in
the fray, and the Indian con-
tingent of Davis Cuppers Gaurav
Natekar and Asif Ismail and
others finished among the
also-rans.

‘Never before had an Indian
team competed in such a big
home international tournament
as the Satellite. But India drew

,f‘t._centres and selectmg

Indian tennis
in the doldrums

a .
about in the entire Satellite was
a clear pointer to the sorry state
of affairs, On the eve of the
Madras leg, former [ndian Davis
Cup star, Nandan Bal, had said
Indian tennis was poised to
reach ‘‘great heights’’. Neither
he nor any Indian official had
any comment to make on the
Indian squad’s performance after
the tournament.

FOOTNOTE: Why did the
Tamil Nadu Tennis Association
prefer the Madras Gymkhana
Club to the Corporation Stadium
at Egmore or the Triangular
Tennis Trust at Nandanam as the -
venue for this tournament? -
Ignoring established tenm "

1000 Guineas and the Sans Craintes
S.1. 2000 Guineas for Mr and Mrs

Vijay Mallya, and D. Khaitan's
Maribella cantered away with the
Kwality Ice Cream S.1. Oaks to com-

plele a Bangalore treble, all Madras
loyalists had hoped a Guindy-based
runner would win the Classic S.I.
Derby and, thus, halt the one-way
traffic.

But, the Derby betting was a clear
pointer to what was in store for them.
The Bangalore pair of Capital Risk, a
L0-3 on favourite, and Sun Vision, a
6-1 second favourite, topped the
betting, with the rest of the runners all
going abegging at 10-1 and over. As
qenerally expected, all Guindy hopes
went up in smoke as Capital Risk
helped Mr and Mrs Mallya complete
a unique Guindy classic treble, and was
followed home by Sun Vision.

It was Guindy's first-ever white-
wash in the first four classics, a sad
commentary on the 1994-95 Madras
classic contenders’ worth. This was
underscored by Capilal Risk's Derby
win. Last until the final bend, the
Darius Byramji-trained Exhilaration
gelding, ridden by Pesi Shroff,
oulclassed and outstayed his rivals in
the straight-in the heaviest-ever going
in which a Madras classic was run.

Unprecedented. Pongal Day rains

had indeed cast a shadow of doubt
~over the Derby meetmg bemg held_ as:

issic als

3

S way

army of backers, the wet going nj§
no difference lo Capital Risk.

The Derby meeting, howgg
tacked the glamour of the McDo
fisture of the pyevious day. NiS
before was Guindy so decorated af§
ancienl centre was [or the McDog
Million. Apart from the season’s
colourful race card, so unlike &
ordinary Derby card, McDowell hof
ings, banners, placards and ballg
were all over the DOR comp]e\(
crown it all, there was a *'mini-bi

with such banners as *“Celebrate
McDowell”, “Golden Mome8

McDowell moments” and. "Unm' .'

ably No. I offer of the season”. I
sadly, there was not a drop to queg
your thirst. -

- 15. Vijayalakshmi

ANSWERS
TO QUIZ

1. A record opening wickel stanjg
464 runs; 2. The Patents Act of 1970}
The Customs Tariff Act of 1975 (rel38
to levy of anti-dumping duty); 3. India|§
Pakistan respectively; 4. The ‘Hybrid Mg
involving transmission of writien maer§
English using computer terminals conned
to sajellite; 5. The ‘Bandit Queen’ Phofl
Devi; 6. Kumari Anandan; 7. King§
Carlos of Spain and Jimmy Carter of (]
‘8. Dr. R. Sridharan; 9. Guilin in 5§
China; 10. Pasarlapudi, in' Andhra Pra}
11. M.S. Mythili; 12. A fast of 201 08
13. Madhu Limaye; 14. Volley!
Vlswanath
16. Manpreet Brar; 17. T.B. Balag
18. Subhash Ghai; 19. A portrait of f§
Raja Chola; 20. They are all Tamil scig
who were barred from attending the 0
rence at Thanjavur,-and were late depi§

on the ground of having links’ wnlh
LTTE. :
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