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M. the stormy pelrel of Madras
Malism, whose batlle lo continue
fing the Bofors scandal on the front
¥ o/ The Hindu led o his moving

I The Hindu to that much’smaller -

d-publication Frontline, conlinues o
¥ on. And in a story nol much
bodin Madras, Fronlline has stimedup
Rcls’ nest by revealing that Prime
ister Narasimha Rao was the author
B coniroversial ‘article’ -on Rajiv
idhi. No wonder Sonia Gandhi
Wred Rao at a recent function!

i\ ceport on the controversy in The
Roraph, Calcutta, slales:

B anonymous anti-Rajiv Gandhi
Ricce allegedly writien by the Prime
fer, P.V. Narasimha Rao, five
B aco, has stirred a war of words
Bcen two high-profile editors,
Bam of Frontline and Nikhil
Gkravarlty of Mainstream.
&ricinally published in the January
81990 issue of Mairistream, under
§oon name ‘Congressman’, the
B0-word article was reproduced in
Rolcst issue of Frontline with one
Bl litle change: Ram decided to
g2 whal Chakravartty had disguised
@cll all these years. He put the Prime
ster's byline fo the piece.

B riical as it is of Rajiv Gandhi, the -

Bnasking” of the man behind the
@ de plume has come as dan

abrassment 1o both Mr Rao and -

dkravarlly, who has been busy
ing the Prime Minister. wrote il.
iR has stuck to his position. “The
Bilc was written by Mr Narasimha

WE CARE FOR MADRAS

Poaiy
» ARSI

N, RAM stirs up
2 hornets’ nest

Rao. Mr Chakravartty is only {rying lo
conceal the identity of his old friend,”
he said. ‘

The: -eproduction of the ariicle
under the Prime Minister's name comes
al a time whenasection.in the ruling
Congress(l) is already raising questions
about Mr Rao’s loyally lowards the
Nehru-Gandhi family.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi has accused the
government of going slow on the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case and crilical
comments by Mr Rao against Indira
Gandhi have also appeared as part of
the excerpls from his novel in the new
weekly, Outlook. Given the
background, it is understandable why
the Frontline article has generated so
much interest in political circles in New
Delhi.

It is also understandable why Nikhil
Chakravarity is so eager to deny any

 association between the article and the

Prime Minister. Chakravartly is
currently going through portions of the
Prime Minister's yel-to-be-published-
novel.

The article, titled, “The Great
Suicide”", was written a few weeks after
Rajiv Gandhi was thrown out in the
general elections by the Janata Dal. It
discussed in detail a number of
controversial issues, including the
Bofors deal, communalism,
reservations, and the rich-poor chasm
and passed an adver-e judgment on
Rajiv Gandhi as Prime Minister and
leader of the Congress party.

Commenting on the scenario in the
rling party soon after Mr Pranab
Mukherjee was thrown out of the
Congress(l), the article said, “Thereafter
Rajiv Gandhi was right — right all the
way, whalever he said or did. So there
were no limits any more to what he
said or did... What he heard day in

(Continued on P5)
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he textile industry in Tirupur, al-

though a source of livelihood for
thousands, is a major threat to the
environment, warn two papers pre-
sented (by Gunnar Jacks and Anna
Blomquist) at an inter-disciplinary
seminar in Stockholim on the occasion
of 25 years of collaboration belween
‘the Royal Institule of Technology
(KTH)." Stockholm, and the Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU).
Coimbatore. The focus of bothi papers
was on-water shortage. water conlami-
nation and the institutional aspects of
waler pollution control. The picture
painted by the papers was bleak — not

~only was waler in the town contami-

nated. but the water situation itself was
precarious {quantilatively).

Although a large number of indus-
trialists in Tirupur are aware of the
harmiul effects of waler pollution, he
issue has never been looked at with a
sense of priorily. A.strong reason for
this could be the lack of adequale

environmental legislation and poor

implemeritation of what there is by the
State, ‘

~ According to the Swedish study.
various chemicals, like  bleaching:
powder, sodium hydroxide. hydro-
chloric acid. sodium sulphide and
benzene dyes. some of them carcino-
geriic. are used by the lextile induslry.

- | Nearly 25gmin of sodiim chloride

is brought as effluent every year inlo
the Novyal river,which llows close to
Tirupur and on which the town’s textile:

" faciories depend — and the texlile

industry is responsible for two-thirds of
this. '
Although efforts to sel up common
effluent treatment plants had started six
years ago. nothing really has been
achieved. due in a large measure to
absence of support from the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board. In fact.

o by A Special |

C_or-'respondent

effluents from the Tirupur unils are

hardly treated. asseri the papers. -
Organic waler pollution is not the

only problem, note the papers, To ease

the tremendous pressure on the town's

groundwater, one paper has suggested
ihe selting up of infrastructure o bring
water from the Kaveri. At present,
Tirupur industry meels ils waler require-
ment from wells situated in and around
the town, water being brought in by
tankers. However, with business

‘booming, the 700-0dd bleaching and
_dyeing units in Tirupur would need

more and more waler, crealing a big

problem not only for agriculture but
residenls in the'town as well:"-

stitch in time...

Why do importers of Tirupur
hosiery and knitwear have to worry
aboul water pollution control and waler
scarcity in the town? As long as their
orders are mel, they should be happy,
or so it would seem. But the answer
perhaps lies in a significant observation
made in the concluding portion of
Jacks' paper which reads “...even the
customers, the buyers of producls in
countries like Sweden, have a respon-
sibility...-the responses to the wishes of
foreign markels are rapid..."

As customers abroad are getting
aware of, and more inlerested in, the-
effects of pollution (choosing to buy
products with less damaging manu-
facturing methods), the onus is on the
textile industry in Tirupur to produce
environment-friendly garments by using
Jess toxic dyes and other chemicals.
Jacks cited the example of the paper

“industry in Sweden which, bowing to

public pressure, had to swilch to new
bleaching methods (when the negative

effects, of bleaching agents used by the

paper and pulp industry, on the Ballic
Sea fauna were made public). -

~ The clamour. for environment- -
friendly products, both in’ India and
abroad, is likely to grow in the next
few years and customers would happily -
reject producis which do not adhere to:

intematicnal safety norms, he wams. .

We should heed the waming belore it -

Jis too-lale. . .
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Where could Prabhake

s these lines are written, no

one has yet claimed the
massive, multimillion rupee
reward offered by the Sri Lanka
Government for information
leading to the capture of the
leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam, Velupillai
Prabhakaran. But the offer has
certainly fuelled speculation on
where this will-o’-the-wisp, this
20th Century Scarlet Pimpernel,
could be?

The Man From Madras
Musings is inclined to believe
that he is in the Vanni jungles,
which stretch from north of
Vavuniya to just south of
Kilinochchi, a 50 km by 50 km
area that was once elephant
country but which, after they
were shot up, still remains pretty
rugged and impenetrable jungle
whose trails few know.
Historically, it was this barrier,
which once stretched to the east
and west coasts, that prevented
Tamil conquest of the Sinbala
South and Sinhala conquest of

_the Tamil North. Opering up of
the coastal areas in British times
and roads through the jungle
have made access between
northern and southern Sri Lanka
easier, but in the north-central
part of the island, the Vanni, if
you get off the roads you are in
the jungle that Prabhakaran
would have by now made his
home.

It was from this hide-out that
he and his Tigers waged the
guerilla war they became famous
for against the 130,000-strong
Indian Peace Keeping Force. As
one Sri Lankan Tamil commen-
tator says, “‘If the 130,000
-strong IPKF couldn't get
Thambi and the boys, how can
20,000 or 30,000 Sri Lankan
troops find him?'’ No, Sri Lanka
is in for a long period of being
mauled by a Tiger that'll hit and
run at will, this commentator is
inclined to think, feelings that
MMM echoes.

Sri Lankan view

Visitors from Sri Lanka tell
The Man From Madras Musings
that the Sri Lankan Army too
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doesn’t think it can succeed in
penetrating the Vanni jungle and
capture Prabhakaran, leave
alone flush him and his Tigers
out. They don't think they-have
the manpower or the friends on

the ground necessary for such an -

operation that would be bound
to take a heavy toll of the attack
force.

The IPKF, however, could
have done it, MMM has heard
from these visitors. Quoting
friends in the Sri Lankan Army,
they even say the IPKF had
information from India's
Research and Analysis Wing on
the exact whereabouts of
Prabhakaran in the Vanni
jungle, but were prevented from
acting on it by the Indian
Government's reading of the
local situation. India — on the
analysis by RAW — thought
President Premadasa would not
give sufficient autonomy to the
North and East of Sri Lanka if
the Tigers were wiped out. This,
MMM was told, was the feeling
even after Premadasa made his
peace with Prabhakaran and
gave him arms to fight the IPKF.
The President felt, accoi.ing to
these theories, that a well-armed
Prabhakaran would take on the
IPKF head-on (as he unwisely
recently took on the Sri Lankan
Army) and the Tigers would get
decimated, as he hoped, in the
process. RAW, concerned about
these possibilities, it is alleged,
did not want Prabhakaran
captured and got India to back

" this view.

Whatever the truth of all
these theories and rumours,
MMM rather thinks that a
defeated Prabhakaran might give
Sinhala chauvinists the
opportunity to put pressure on
President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga and get her to water down,
even withdraw, her very
reasonable offer of a union of Sri
Lankan provinces. This
happened to her father, when a
] R Jayewardene-led United
National Party march got him to
withdraw much less generous
concessions. Later, the Sri
Lankan Freedom Party her
father had founded, did
something similar when the
UNP offered concessions.
Realpolitik, religion and racial
chauvinsim could all bring
tremendous pressure to bear on
President Kumaratunga if the
Sinhala-Buddhist diehards feel
Prabhakaran and his Tigers are
no longer a threat.

In these circumstances,
Tigers on the prowl in the
Vanni jungles until a settlement
is beaten out could do much for
the Tamils getting a fairer deal,
MMM is inclined to think. For he
also thinks that Chandrika
Kumaratunga is not only the best
hope of the Tamils but is also
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Select List of Recent Additions in Education

JAuthor Title
ASHWORTH, A
BACKHOUSE, J

Assessing quality in further and higher education
improving the learning of mathematics

Developing quality systems in education

Developing professional knowledge and competence
Accountability and choice in schooling

Interesting ways to access your students

Women's education in developing countries

BORICH, CD Becoming a teacher

BAOWN, S Making sense of teaching
DOHERTY, G D (ed.)

ERANT, M

FEINTTUCK, M

HABESHAW, S

JARVIS, P Adull and continuing education
KING, EM

PHILLIPS,EM How 1o get a Ph.D. 2nd ed.
TORRANCE, H (ed.) Evaluating authentic assessment
WOLF, A Competence-based assessment
FICTION

MOORCOCK, M The dancers at the end of time
WAINWRIGHT, J Murder story

WELLS, HG The first man in the moon

their LAST hope. Which is why
he would like to see parties in
Tamil Nadu give her a fairer deal
and a helping hand rather than
stir the muddied waters further.

Geniuses in trouble

One of the first publications in
India to take note of the
Ambati genius was Madras
Musings. Which is why The Man
From Madras Musings is rather
distressed over the trouble the
family find themselves in. But

‘whatever the truth of the matter

— and the courts will decide in
a few weeks on that — reports
of the family's behaviour in
court and of their attitude to the
Indian legal process have not
shown the family in a
particularly good light. There
seems to be a rather unfortunate
tinge of arrogance in it all.
But could those reports also
be biased, The Man From
Madras Musings has been

patrons a monthly Calendar of
Events, announcing American
Center programs both in and
outside Madras. Unfortunately,
a reduced budget and mandated
changes in resource allocaton
have forced us to discontinue
this traditional publication.
Similarly .... the American
Center will also cease its
weekly screenings of American
movies...'' MMM wonders
whether it was ‘‘mandated
changes in resource allocation’’
or some other reason which
prevented the USIS from
participating in the recent film
festival on architecture, conser-
vation and sundry building-
oriented subjects. The British,
French, Germans and Russians
were there. We missed you,

USA.

% Travelling by car is likely to
become more pleasurable in
Tamil Nadu from April 1996.
Or, at least, that's what The Man
From Madras Musings hopes

wondering after reading two
different versions of the
proceedings on the day the
Ambatis were granted condi-
tional bail. In The Hindu, the
story ends with the Additional
Sessions Judge asking the
Ambatis to surrender their
passports to the court and their
counsel seeking time. In the
Express, the story continues.

The judge not only refused
the one-weck time they asked for
to get their passports (‘the
passports are on their way'l), but
told them that they would have
to remain in judicial custody till
the passports were surrendered.
“You just can't do things the
way you waant...,"”’ he is reported
as having said. Whereupon elder
brother- Jayakrishna Ambati
IMMEDIATELY produced their
passports — for which a fax had
been sent, according to their
counsel only a few minutes
earlier!

Now MMM does not know
which report is true, but if the
Express version is correct, The
Hindu should be ashamed that it
left out the pertinent facts
detailed above. These facts not
only show the Ambatis in poor
light, but 1 aise questions about
what they intended to do during
the week they wanted for
s ..ission of passports, a week
wuring which they also wanted
to be free on a mere $6000 bail
for the four of them! On the
other hand, if the Express report
was wrong, the paper would
deseve the severest punishment.
But now, days later, with no
rebuttal of its report, it would
seem the Express did complete
the story of the proceedings in
court and The Hindu did not. A
sad day for both The Hindu and
the Ambatis.

[n brief

* The richest country in the
world is broke! So broke that it
not only had to shut down
government for several days —
and ask thousands of employees
to take a holiday — but it has had
to, even before this, take a
decision to curb even paltry
expenditures in a place like
Madras. Take note of this letter
The Man From Madras Musings
received. It said in part: ‘“‘For
many years the U.S.Information
Service (USIS) in Madras has
been sending its important

when Iggi Highway Motels opens
ten international standard motels
by then in tne State and five
more a year later. The locations
for them areSriperumbudur,
Kaveripakkam, Kayattar, Kali-
gudi, Vinnamangalam, Dindigul,
Namakkal, Sankargiri, Topur,
Hosur, Tiruchchirappalli,
Ulundurpet, Tindivanam,
Avinashi and Paramakudi.
Others will follw. MMM does not
know whether it is because of
this anticipated competition or
not, but Tamil Nadu Tourism'’s
Ulundurpet motel has been
getting a facelift!

% There seems to be a boom in
amusement parks around
Madras these days. The Man
From Madras Musings has taken

‘note of VGP Golden Beach, Little

Folks and MGM Dizzee World,
all on the way to Mamallapuram,
and Kishkinta and Mehta Water
World in the southwest (the
former near Tambaram, the
latter near Sriperumbudur).

Except for the first-named, they -

all cost a pretty paisa if you take
several children, but they're
nevertheless drawing fair
crowds. Obviously pleased with
attendance, Little Folks is taking
another major step, MMM hears.
By April next year, it hopes to
have in place, across the road
from it, India's first
dolphinarium, and this new
amusement park — Folks Land
— will have regular dolphin and
sealion shows. There will be a
viewing gallery for 700 persons.
Who says TV is keeping people
home!
promoters of all these fun
worlds, who think children from
6 to 60 want to get out and
enjoy themselves.

* Despite a leprosy vaccine
developed by the WHO having
shown less than satisfactory
results in Venezuela, it is

- reported that the Indian Council

for Medical Research has been
trying it out on patients in
Chengalpattu. And this when
there are cheaper indigenous
products available, alleges Farah.
Baria in The Sunday Observer,
Bombay, after an interview with,
Dr Arun Bal, Chairman of the
Association for Consumers
Action on Safety and Health.
Isn’t that par for the course,
wonders MMM, seeing that there

are no fixed codes or strict laws

_at Kathipara Junction, the 150

' growing market. One of the

governing the trial of medicin,j§ #3

on patients in India.-

Business briefs

+ To the City's 900 five-styj
rooms, almost an equal ' numbe &
are likely to be added by 1997 &
The Man From Madras Musing[§
understands. This includes 3((/
rooms from the Balaji Oberojf@
180 rooms from the Holiday lnn

rooms from a ,Welcomgroyll
hotel to come up in the Gemin
Parsn complex and about thf@
same number of rooms from thi§
scheduled Meridien (Mounj
Road, opposite SPIC) and th

Empee Group's hotel near thj#
airport. Also getting set for ufl
upmarket hotel boom is Coimb:
tore — which India Today ses¥
as one of India's boom citi=s ol
tomorrow. Scheduled to come i

i
|

1

here in the next year are Geminif

Muring the fast monsoon, | made my
fist aquaintance with India,

fourtesy  of the Rajiv Gandhi
foundation, and though many of my
Rty views were partially obscured by

e warm walerfall of monsoon rain,
hink | saw India at ils greenest and
osf luxuriant, though not, | hasten to

/i (hrough rose-tinted spectacles. |
.0 hardly be described as an authority
ki the place after a few weeks, bul

me of my impressions of India, and

\adras in particular, might still be of

Spark, Poppy Spark, Coimbatorefiierest 1o you if you are at all curious

Cheran Towers and a Coimba
tore clone of
Residency.

* Just when The Man fromj§
Madras Musings had resignedj§
himself to all building promoterfg
wanting to build highrise, there§
welcome news that there is i
least one promoter getting readyfn
to bring back ‘garden houses' |8
They may not be as amplef
spaced as the ‘garden houses'
Madras was famed for in the
past, but with 1500 of them
located on about 200 acres o
land, there'll be a fair amount ol
elbow room in the gardens
MMM is sure. MAC Industrief
are teaming on the project wil§
two Singapore firms and the ne/{
company, MAC Towns Ltd,, i
expected to start marketing {ronf
April 1996.

A

# Fruits, vegetables and flowers
are becoming a growing export
in India. But The Man From

R 1oul those absurd Westerners who are
Madras'iff forever photographing commonplace

& cnes and seem so astonished by

eryday life “Why pholograph that?”

was asked from time to time. Well,
dian visitors to Britain behave no

Pilerently: one Indian friend showed

e his photographs of English
nolorway signs and terraced houses!
| was visiting India on one of the

bow Rajiv Gandhi Travelling
Kcholarships. These enable  students
%om the UK to visit India for research
fuposes. | was investigating the decline
i the European commercial
fommunity after Independence and this
hnabled me to see more facets of India
fan many of the tourisis lrooping
utifully round the Taj or tutting in
Eihieous indignation at the slums of
fiowrah popularised, if that is the word,

v City of Joy. Regrettably, mosl

Westerers expect two things of India:
Inagnificent architecture and grinding
soverty, side by side. They generally

find what they expect, and look no
further. The stereotyping is mutual, and
I should make it plain that while skin
confers neither riches nor excessive
wantonness,asa number of Indians |
conversed with seemed fo expect.
Anyway, most travellers’ perceptions of
India remain limited: their primary
contacl is with olher travellers, and the
locals they meet tend to be rickshaw
drivers, souvenir sellers and beggars.
Naturally they become jaded.

I think Madras is relatively fortunate
as far as all these groups are concemed.

TIM BRYARS

Firstly, the rickshaws seem clean and
modern, their drivers are uniformed
and name-lagged, and an above
average proportion can be prevailed
upon fo use the meter — after patient
negotiation. In New Delhi, scooters
won't carry a foreigner for local rates
(unless he happens to be accompanied
by a government official!) and in
Calcutta you are hauled by hand,

which is hardly fasler than walking,

And anyway it made me feel so
uncomfortable that I only hired them
in the floods to avoid falling down open
manholes.

Secondly, Madras is mercifully free
of people trying to drag you into shops
and sell you things, unlike
Mahabalipuram, where | met the most
persistent and optimistic-traders. Cycling
out to Tiger Cave one day |

encountered a gentleman cycling in the
opposite direction. Before he whizzed
past he had time lo pull out a garland
of yellow flowers and call out ‘Good
price!” It seemed perfectly obvious to
most hawkers that every foreigner
needs a papier maché egg cup, a carved
sea shell or a stone cow, and somehow
these things found their way inlo my
luggage, but | drew the line at tigers’

teeth and claws, laking the first
opportunity 1o give delails of the
offender to a conservation group.

As regards beggars, Madras was the
one place where | saw cripples weaving
in and out of traffic at the lights,on
trolleys, tugging at the knees of
rickshaw passengers. But in other parts
of India, a simple process like walking
down a street seems designed to wear
you down. Children actually clung to
my lrousers, or folded their arms
around an ankle so that they were
dragged along with me, and if their
initial screams for charity went
unheeded they began to wail.
Throughout, there was a chorus of
other voices: ‘You want taxi? You want
rickshaw? You want meal? You want
room? You want guide? You want
woman? You want hash? You want
stone cow? Battery operated sparking
yoyo?' As a lone Westem male I got
the works.

An unlikely place to avoid all this,

| found, was the slums. All a visitor had

to do, 1 found, was step off the main
thoroughfares and children were
genuinely excited at seeing you. They

The tombstone of W:Iham Hudson Bryars ( ! 890 1959) in the cemelery of St. George's
Cathedral. (Photos : RAJIND N CHRISTY.)

wanted to pose for the camera, they
wanled to show off their homemade
cricke! bats, theywanled fo talk about
Mike Artherton, caplain of the England
team. If they became loo excited, adults
chided them or shooed them away. No
one begged!

Growth is as much a characleristic
of modem India as poverty. Through
my research work [ visited clubs, offices
and private homes, and | ought to be
as aware of thal as anybody. My
threefold excuse for dwelling so long
onthe seedier side of life is that most
travellers are not so fortunate as to be
welcomed into such a diversity of
places, thal my space is limiled, and
that | risk causirg embarrasment if ]
discuss Madras in any but the most
general terms.

I was predisposed fo like Madras.
My great-uncle liked it so much that
he never retumed to the UK., even
on leave. He left London for India in
1914 because he missed out on a pay

Madras Musings had not heard §
till recently that dried flowess, §
leaves and twigs also had greal §
export potential. In fact, MMM}

understands there is a Rs. 500 _

crore world market for driclls
plant and tree produce and it g

.\ last the much-awailed and long-
“delayed MRTS has been commissioned.

Obviously not the

major Indian exporters helping B fp with the family from Chepauk to
to meet the internationafPach and back, the evening alter the
demand for these accessories for § naugumhon tuned out to be @ memorable
bouquets, wreaths and flower fbc indeed. The view on either side of the
arrangements is Manju Singhvi tack — with everything in sight well lit-up
and her husband Mahendra Raj o the night — was breathtaking indeed and
whose Tuticorin-based busines guch enjoyed by the children.

exported Rs. 13 crore of such R llowever, the authorities concerned
material last year, Their Singhvi fihould look into the following immediately:

International is now investing - There are no sign boards indicating the

Rs. 2 crore in setting up a factor way lo the station near Bell's Road,
Wallajah Road etc. All roads leading to

in Tuticorin to add value to theif [
the stations thal have already come up

exports. The factory will colourj
and bleach dry flora and make§ or coming up need to have these signs

bouquets with the output. They pu-up.
are also planning to impor [~ No retum lickels fo Beach were available
exotic plants from abroad, grov g al Chepauk.

them in the Nilgiris and dry their i~ The staircases need to be re-designed, as
produce for the internationd[f§ the old and the handicapped would

market. Meanwhile, several bis® cctainly find the climb up the stairs very
inconvenient and taxing. While the lift

players, the Essar Group, whost
is yel lo be installed, it would, in any

roots are in Madras, and thel

SPIC-MAC Group among them @ case, not serve the purpose unless it is

are getting into floriculture § camiarked only for the handicapped and
‘ aged and with a proper altendant to

MMM understands. Roses§
carnations, anthuriums, orchids @ enlorce this. Even then, for a public place
wilth very high volume and frequency

ornamental plants are all beinf
of traffic, the ideal alternalive would be

looked at for cultivation aniff
fo provide escalators or fo, al least, erect

export, as well as to meet the
demands of. the burgeoningf§d famps with hand rails. This should be
the permanent solution, as the lift is

home market. An indication o[
the flower demand in India is theffl- bound to break down frequently.
Is this truly the first elevated railway in

Madras market itself, whert}i
there are today 140 floristi§f the couniry? Does the Harbour Line in
 Bombay also not have an elevated

compared to the SIX in 1985 -§

. and all of them reporting salef] Structure? Would somebody please

| enlighten me?
Itis needless fo state that the MRTS needs
8l 10 be extended till Luz immediately, for

going up by leaps and bound/ ¥
every year. MMM

its survival and belter viability. But taking
the future into consideration, il not only
needs to be extended upto Taramani but
as below:

— Taramani to Mamallapuram lo
Chengalpattu.

— Taramani lo Chengalpatiu via
Velachery, Madipakkam and Selaiyur
suburbs.

— The already planned and published
Inner Corridor Railway linking
‘Taramani to Velachery, Guindy, KK
Nagar/Ashok Nagar, elc.

The leasibility of linking the MRTS line
with the existing Tambaram-Beach line and
the suburban line at Madras Central (at Park
Station} through the canal way running
through Central Station, Poonamallee High
Road and Ceniral Jail should also be
seriously considered. Hf implemented, this
Wwould also prove to be a great boon to
citizens.

This, in fact, should be the ideal Vision
2000. With elections round the comer, the
to-be-elecled representatives should
collectively make this their one-point aggnda
and fight for its immediate appggwal by the
Planning Commission with necessary
financial sanctions. This single project alone
would go a long way in de<congesting the
city and making Madras a greater, grander

" and de-congested ‘Nalla’ Madras.

Here is the way. If there is a will. it will
happen!

S. Maheish
Madras 600 086

The green look

'We thank you for your report (MM,
November 1) and the accolades for
our beautiful ground. We also appreciate
your constructive crilicism contained therein
regarding the hoardings.

[ am a former Ranji Trophy cricketer,
a Ranji umpire and a former State Selector.
| resigned from the Tamil Nadu Ranji
Selection Committee last year on a matter
of principle. While a player, 1, along with
thousands of other crickelers, struggled for
want of proper facilities and (inancial support.
Things have changed quite a lot over the
years and big companies have come forward
lo sponsor sport. With the advent of live
coverage on Television, the sports arena has
become a world of advertisements which
is luring even mullinational companies to
pour miltions of dollars into sponsorship. It
is also a quid pro quo situation the world
over and, hence, no company spends
money on sponsorship without getting back
something out of the same for themselves.
That is the reason for the numerous
hoardings which are put up all round the
stadia in any part of the world while a major
sports event is in progress. Even the players
themselves are now wearing logos on their

to the future

uniforms. The name of the sponsor is
displayed even on the playing field itself!
An institution like ours cannot afford
huge amounts of money to spend on cur
ground and make it what it has become
today. The maintenance costs are even more
staggering. When Ms. India Cements Co.
came forward with an offer to meet these
costs with certain conditions, we accepted
their offer. The net result is that the game
has benefited. It is natural that the Company
would like to have their name displayed
prominently and, hence, the hoardings.
However, your suggestion is well
received and we are taking steps to change
the colour of the hoardings so that they
merge with the greenery of the playingfield.
Prof. T.V. Ramana
Principal
Guru Nanak College
Velachery Road
Madras 600 032

The facts

The arlicle ‘Studies in Fertitude’ (MM,

Nov. 1-15),

1) | was not doing my Ph.D., as the
arlicle states. | was doing my P.G. when
| was affected with the affliction.

2) I came back to Dethi just four months
after admission was sought.

3) I was healthy enough in school. It
was after school that | had a series of
problems. | was down with altacks of
vomiting for 13 months.

Rohini Krishnan

T 47A, Vlith Avenue
Besant Nagar

. . Madras-600 090

rise, and for much of his life managed
the pharmaceutical department of
Spencer's in Madras. After Indepen-
dence, things jogged on as they always
had, and though he retired in the
mid-1950s, he remained in Madras
until his death in 1959. One of the
first things [ did in Madras was find his
grave in the grounds of St George's
Cathedral. Our names are almost
identical: 1 am Timothy William
Hudson Bryars, he was William
Hudson Bryars. It was almost
indescribably eerie walching the
gardeners sweep away the vegetation
from a simple stone slab on the other
side of the world and rub brick dust
into the inscription to reveal a name
rather too similar to my own.

I didn't have the grave thorcughly
cleaned. It seemed wrong somehow to
give il preferential treatment just because
I was there. If it had needed restoration
| would have done something, but
under a protective coaling of decaying
leaves it seemned well enough preserved.
Better than many others. Most of the
occupants of the cemetery were British,
with very British names. It was peculiar
how British the whole place was,apart
from the odd palm, or woman
shimmering past in vibrant red saree.
The tombs themselves would not look
exceptional in my parish chuchyard,
unlike those in South Park Street
Cemelery in Calculta where, at the end
of the 18th Century, the Biilish had
themselves buried under colossal
pyramids.

The cathedral itself was delightful;
well-maintained with a fine neodassical
facade, and inside crammed with
memorials to soldiers and churchmen.
The fans were a novel touch, and the
high doors swung open to allow a
breeze through the nave in a way
seldom necessary in Britain, where the
main problem in stone churches is the
cold, but | felt surprisingly at home. The
minister greeted me most warmly; he
came rushing to his door when he
leamed of my amival, still hastily
fastening the last buttons on his white
cassock, and blessed me and my
enterprise, which was most thoughtful
of him. The following day | was blessed
by a Hindu priest in Kapaleswarar
temple. I was surprised and delighted
at this display of tolerance, and hope
that Indian communities extend it as
readily to each other as they did to me.

(To be concluded next fortnight)
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B eyond the Vindhyas, as the Eastern
Ghats winds its erratic path along
the coast, it spits up huge clumps of sun-
baked. rainhoned rock. Not tractable
material for sculpting. But around
600 AD, the expanding empire of the
Pallavas chose this unyielding granite
to engrave its story for posterity.
And this choice of Mahendra
Varman (630 AD), adopted and passed
down through generations of emperors
in South India, has resulted in exqui-
sitely sculpled images that are increa-
singly becoming the craze of collectors
across the globe. Though their price on
the international market is yet to reach
the astounding heights of the delicately
cast South Indian bronzes (the last
Sotheby's auction in India has cata-
logued one mefal statuette at an

(By SHAMEEM AKHTAR in
The Telegraph, Calcutta)

amazing Rs. 50 lakh), their scarcity in
the floating collectors” market makes
their acquisition extremely aftractive.

A few months ago, the Tamil Nadu
police busted a racket which has
enabled a group of people (some of
them fairly prominent) to smuggle
about 40 statues out of the country.
Fiftcen of those pieces were removed
from temples in Pudukattai. Statuary
from Thanjavur and Nellai Katta-
bomman Districis have already been
sold 1) eager collectors in America. The
Archaeological Survey of India’s office
in Bombay, which helps the Custorns
with clearance on such precious con-
signments, denied any involvement.

Tamil Nadu government has started
a 1000-strong police team (aided by
3,000 ex-servicemen) fo combat art
thefts since peity temple thieves were
increasingly being hired by agents to
steal precious relics from the shrines of
Tamil Nadu. Should it be necessary,
the government is also ready
to fisht the case intheUS courts
as ncne of the recently-stolen pieces has
been recovered so far.

However, Haridas Swali, one of
the best-known arl collectors of
Bombay, points out the futility of such
inlenational legal dispules. Swali
worries that the determination o
retrieve the stone sculptures from the
US may cost the Tamil NaduGovern-
ment more than what the statues may
actually be worth.

Well-known Bombay historian Foy
Nisser: feels that the craze for South
Indian sculptures may be linked to their
scarcity in the colleclors” 1narkel.
“South Indian ternples are even today
live,"” he says. ““These ancient temples
are visited by worshippers daily so that
stealing the stone gods and goddesses
from them becomes so much more
difficult. This may make their acqui-
sition so much more attractive today.”

A book named Fary Art and
Architecture: Cultural History of India,
edited by A E Basham, reiterates this: -
“In South India, as in Orissa, artistic -
traditions as a whole did not suffer total

eclipse at the hands of Muslim invaders,
though some regions of the northemn
Deccan were occupied in the 13th
century. In many parts of the far south,
therefore, there are temples which have
remained in worship down to the
present day.”

This book also explains that ““uni-
fied temples™ formed the core of South
Indian villages, with the Brahmins
living closer to the temples along the
sannathi streets reserved for the temple’s
caretakers, while the rectangular streets,
running parallel to these were occupied
by the non-Brahmins. This religiously
spalial arrangement in the South has
continued the tradition of safeguarding
the place of worship to present times.
As a result of which temple thieves find
it difficult even today to spirit away
these priceless sculplures as easily as
they do in North India.

Basham's book, tracing the
evolution of the Pallava sculptures,
notes that “Pallava sculpture, descend-
ed no doubt from that at Buddhist
Amaravati, is notable for its restrained
elegance. lts carvers produced a
number of mythological relief carvings
in caves and on rock-faces.” The
exquisitely sculpted Arjuna s Penance
(thcugh a misnomer) al Mamallapuram
is among their most celebrated achieve-
ments, where the skelelal frame of a
fasting sage, his ribs showing through
his hunger-racked body.is surrounded
by a horde of other figures, which

include deer and elephants, on a huge -

cliff face.

It is amazing to think how these
dedicated sculptors could create, from
obdurate stone, human-like figures.
And it is the fine details and workman-
ship of these sculptures that account for
their skyhigh price.

- e e
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Hc was a glamorous figure in the
B **unglamorous world of law and
Blavyers. A fabulously successful
R barrister, V' L Ethiraj's track record as
apraclilioner of criminal law is almost
# nparallelled in Indian legal history.
j  But Ethiraj was no legal genius. He
B s ot a fiery cross-examiner. Nor
8 as e capable of brilliant peroration.
W Vel, his success was remarkable,
i baffling many. The secret of his
¥ phenomenal success was his capacity
B l0 study and undersland the presiding
B iudge, his attitudes, strong points and
B chinks in his armour. While busy
B 3wvers of his calibre retired to their

..& THE NEW chambers as soon as their work was

The famous P. Orr & Sons' dlock towe | over, Ethiraj would remain in cour,
in our OLD, was once connected 1o i | slently watching, observing, and sizing

Madras Observatory and signalled z'ndian

1 up the judge! He shaped his arguments

Standard Time to the busy commeril § and presentation to suit each presiding

quarter of Madras that is Moun! Koa [§

showroom, once a showpiece in Mad§

/ { judge. He was a master at this. And,
Today, not only is the dock NOT conredel B
with the Observalory, but litigation that hs |
been going for several years over posi i
has led to the restoration of the I’ Og

! of course, he had charisma. Loads of
il. Anyone in his presence was at once

(drawn to him.
Vellore Lakshmanaswami Ethiraj

NOT being carried out. Peler Orr. a§ was bomon July 18, 1890, in Vellore.

engincer, founded the firm in 1849 and hig His lather was aheadmason, a maislry,

Robert Chisholm design the showronf§ whose monthly income rarely exceeded
which opened for business in 1873 Thf@ Rs. 25. However, his forlunes began

60 feet by 30 feet showroom was once ‘3|
veritable art gallery ™, being slocked with
Slittering array of silver and jewcller,
walches and clocks from all over the wori [§
to caler o the demands of British nohili §
and Indian royalty.

o soar after the birth of his son. Soon,

| |akshmanaswami Mudaliar became a
b prosperous building contractor.

[thiraj was, however, a dis-

B appointment in other ways. He was a

While the present owners of P.Orr's ¢:Jfl /00T student. Nevertheless, he came to
not seem to be paying too much atientic:ff§ Madras and joined Presidency College,

lo what was once the Company's pride, tho R

but was unable to cope with his studies.

have got around, instead, o lavishing theilff He sought the services of a private lutor

care on another landmark with which the
have long been associated. That & the dodt|§
lower at the White's Road junction, whic
they have maintained for long. Nov.§
making it our NEW, they have refurbushed
the whole tower and it is the cynosurc o/
all eyes passing through the junction g
(Photos: The OLD — SUSHEELA NAIR§
The NEW: V 5 RAGHAVAN.)
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hert the late Mr Pherwani first put

forward the idea of a Nalional
Stock [xchange (NSE), he evoked only
a mixed response. The brokers
connccled to the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) and other major
Regional Stock Exchanges vehemently
opposed the idea, maintaining that an
entity like the NSE would create
unwanted problems and il the
authorities would extend {o BSE similar
support the investors' cause would be
greally helped.

However, the idea had the full and
enthusiastic backing of Dr Manmohan
Singh and, thus, the concept of a
National Stock Market System was
bom. The original charter restricted the
NSE to deal only in Debt and Money
Market instruments, though Pherwani
had said that the Exchange could also
take care of thinly traded equities and
small and mediut-sized companies.
The last two were lo be added at a later
stage if found to be necessary.

The opposite has happened. With
the debt markel yel to calch fire,
equities have been the major source of
income at the NSE. In fact, the NSE
has’ just caught up with the BSE in
terms of tymover of trades and that too

with just a part of the scrips traded. As
of October 25, 1995, there were 340

listed securities at the NSE and 1450
traded scrips.

What aboul the debt segment
which, admittedly, was the sole aim for
slating NSE. Sad to say, the debt
market has not really taken off. The
“xchange is authorised to deal in Deb,
shori-lerm money market instruments,

WS
NGRS~

equily, gilts and bonds. Even when
NSE was at the conceptual stages, critics
had pointed out that there already
existed an Exchange, the OTCEl,which
also had debt and money markels in
its purview. But, today, it is clear that
the OTCH! has been a miserable failure.
This could be due to the fact that while
brokers/members have to pay out a
hefty amount to set up the necessary
infrastructure, the restriction on listed
scrips’ capital has elfectively

marginalised it. Also, the OTCEI, with
its spread out syslem, attracis the small
investors, for whom it is designed, but
who do not want to enter the debt or
money segments.

The segments are largely mysterious
to the lay investor who is yet to
understand the profil-making (method
and) opportunities that exist.

In the case of the NSE, apart from
similar faclors, it has been hit by what
is known as the ‘Telephone market’.
The system has aimed for and does
provide transparent operations. But
public seclor banks and financial
institutions are stil} habituated to the old
ways and as there are only a small
number of players a seasoned dealer
knows exactly whom lo approach for
what. To make things worse, the
banking system is awash with
Rs 29,000 cr of excess government
paper, though trading is still quite low.
Reports indicate that almast 40 per cent
of the trades on the NSE have been
negotialed deals. That is to say, two
dealers strike a deal on the telephone,
or off screen, and then register with the
NSE, thus not only legalising the whole
deal but making settlement easier.

Another major reason for the
WDM's dismal performance has been
the fact that, unlike in equity, in debt

:
everybody lends to go in the same§
direction. As a result, either all arefg
buying or all are selling, an impossibit|§
situation for any market. Further, theff
Stock Scam hovers around like anf
unrepentant ghost and has severej§l
curbed the actions of banks. As a resul
fewer brokers on the debt market - ‘
and even those present are unhappy.|

But the light al the end of the tunnd§
for the NSE is that the country if
rushing towards sophisticated systemf
in all sectors and, thus, needs hug@
capital. Such kind of money exists onli
in the Debt and Money Markels. Tht x
projects in infrastructure efc., it is hopet §
will soon trigger the NSE levels to rist
NSE hopes to spread ils wing ;
througheut India and, thus, attract mor§
trade. :

lis major advantages lie in the easy}
quick settlement and the transparendf;
of operations. NSE authorities arf
hoping that these factors would heffg
push the equity market up. For thg
Debt segments, they are banking o}
our system opening out as a result 0
which outdated policies are exiting anf
market forces are coming into play. I'f
such an event, they are confident ofg
becoming the Exchange that offers thf2

(Continved on P6) g
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| and agreed to pay him Rs. 10 a month.

The tutor was to become a greal
philosopher, a knight and President of
India. He was Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan! -

In spite of all the tuition , Lthiraj
could not graduate in Madras. So he
sailed to England to study law and

8 qualify himself as a Barrister. There he

fell in love with a British woman,

¥ Yatherine (Kitty, for short), and married

her. However, when he returned
home, he left his wile behind fearing
problems al home. As expected there
were! His sister filed suit for breach of
promise in the Madras High Court,
accusing Ethiraj of not marrying her
daughter! Another legendary figure of
the Madras High Court, Nugent Grant,
appeared for Ethiraj and won the case.
The promise of marriage was held
illegal as it was against public policy.

Ethiraj's enrolment was quile
dramatic. November 23, 1913 ... The
new entrant to the Madras Bar paced
the corridors anxiously ouiside the
Chief Justice’s Court. According to legal
convention, a senior lawyer formally
requests the Chief Justice o enrol the
new entrant, after which the budding
lavyer signs the Court Register. On this
occasion, the noted British barrister,
Chamier (after whom the road is
named), under whom Ethiraj was an
apprentice, could not reach the court
from his home in Adyar because his
car had broken down. Obviously
aware of the moods of his automobile,
Chamier always had a bicycle in his
car o help him when in distress.
However, on this moming, the cycle
{00 struck work!

Meanwhile, in the Chief Justice's
Court, another one of the leaders of the
Madras Bar, also a Barister, Dr. S.
Swaminathan (father of the noted
lawyer of today, S. Govind

Swaminathan) awaited the arrival of
his apprentice whom he hoped to
enroi that day. Bul there was no sign
of him. The two corridor-pacers mel,
and DrSwaminathan moved the
enrolment of V' L Ethiraj. Iinpressed by
his personality, Swaminathan took him
lo dinner and asked the new lawyer
to work as his junior.

AL e LR

V.L. ETHIRA]
Very lucky., but also very able
(Photo: RAGAMI)

Ethiraj found the going lough alter
his enrolment. He became the
proverbial, briefless, beardless Barrister!
That was a period when the legal
profession in Madras was dominated
by brilliant British barristers and
Mylapore Brahmin lawyers. Lthiraj
wondered whether he had chosen the
wrong profession! Then he had a flash
of inspiration. Mylapore lawyers did not
much bother with criminal cases, for
practising criminal law was considered
infra dig. So Ethiraj made up his mind
to become a criminal lawyer, where
there was not much competition.

Destiny smiled on Ethiraj when, as
a junior under | C Adam, he was
blessed with the opportunity of
conducting the prosecution case in the
sensational and still talked aboul
‘Coimbatore Photographer Murder
Case’ in which a playboy zamindar was

accused of murdering a young Christian
woman because she did not yield lo
him.

When Adam suddenly took ill and
had to be rushed lo Madras and
Osbome who was appointed in his
place could not leave Madras
immediately, Ethiraj, hardly seven years
at the Bar, was requested lo lake on
one ol the giants of the Madras
Criminal Bar, R Satagopachariar, an
infimale friend of the legendary Lardley
Norton. Junior lawyers rarely get such
opportunities in life and it was the good
fortune of Ethiraj. ‘V.L.". it would be
said, stood for ‘very lucky!

Ethiraj. from here on in, made his
way in the profession slowly but
steadily. When he received a fee of
Rs. 2500, a small fortune in those
days, in a murder case, he invested it
in his first automohile, a Savon, the first
of his many luxury cars. In time,
Ethiraj. owned six expensive cars,
including a Rolls Royce, Cadillac and
Bentley. He would park five of them
in the garage of his spacious bungalow
in Victoria Crescent and the sixth under
the porlico. In later years he would
drive al slow speed along the Marina,
often accompanied by an attraclive
young woman. Many waited on the
beach road to walch him pass by!

During the early 1920's Mr Justice
Ayling was eager to appoint Ethiraj as
the Crown Prosecuter of the High
Courl. (Before the mid-1930's, criminal
cases arising within the limits of Madras
city were lried by a High Court judge
under the Original Side Criminal
Session Division with a jury of nine
persons.) However, Ayling did not
succeed and an utterly disappointed and
heartbroken Ethiraj cried like a baby
for several days and thought that he
should quil the professicn! Deeply
religious and with immense faith in
God, Ethiraj consoled himself with the
thought that, perhaps, destiny hand
betier plans for him.

® Many men and women
contributed to the unforgett-
able Medras that existed In
the first haif of this century.
Statssmen ... lawyers ...
judges ... doctors ... writers
... journalists ... musicians ...
film personalities ... theatre-
devotees performing
artisis ... soclal workess ...
educationists ... Indians ...
Britigh ... All of them did their
bit to make Madras the grand

' They made OUR Madras

Awalk ddwn Mémory Lane

oo with
. _RANDOR GUY

clty it was before the second
half of the century began. In
this series, you wili meet
many of them, the men and
woman who have eamed
thelr place In the history of
Madraa between 1900 and
1950. Come, take a walk
down Madras memory lane
with ms and let us remember
their contributions.

R.G.

As he buill up a steady reputation
not only as a stccessful criminal lawyer
but also as a fair presenter of his cases,
recognition of his meril came when he
was appointed the Public Prosecutor of
the Madras High Court in 1937, the
first Indian fo occupy this high office
in the Presidency.

Normally, most prosecutors of the
time were inclined to get a conviction
by any means. Ethiraj was a happy
exceplion. “I am only a prosecutor, and
not a persecutor’, he often remarked.

He was appointed Special Public
Prosecutor to conduct the sensational
Emmanuel Murder Case in Pudukkottai
in which the charismatic leader
Muthuramalinga Thevar was one of the
accused. There was tension around ihe
courthouse and critics of the Congress
Govemnment then in power felt the case
was sheer political vendetta. As soon
as [Ethiraj appeared in courd, he
requested the presiding judge to permit
Muthuramaiinga Thever lo be seated
in the dock, a gesture not extended to
hirn earlier. Thevar's supporters cheered
Ethiraj in open court! In stating his case,
Ethiraj showed his spirit when he
submitled hat there was no case against
Thevar. When the mass leader was
acquilted, Ethiraj’s stock zoomed
sky-high!

One of Ethiraj's close friends was
R M Statham, then the chief of the
Madras provincial  education

depariment. Over breakfast, oae day,
Statham asked Ethiraj why he did not
found a college for women. His host
responded at once, announcing a
donation of a million rupees! That was
how Ethiraj College was bom! Later,
in his will. he gave another five million
rupees to the college!

Even though E[thiraj lived a-
Western lifestyle, he was deeply,
religious and performed pujas daily. He
neither smoked nor drank and avoided
sweels like poison. He never used
loothpaste or a toothbrush; all his life
he used a neem twig and neem-paste.
He was fond of coffee which he loved
to make himself.

Many are not aware thal Ethiraj
was a Camatic music buff and an
ardent fan of Ariyakudi Ramanuja
Ayyangar, Musiri Subramania lyer and
M M Dandapani: Desikar. He loved
to dress in veshti, jibba and
angavasthram and allend Camatic
music congerts.

He believed in rahukalam and
never did anything during those hours!
He would never travel on Prathamai,
Ashtami and Navami days. And he
hated travelling by air.

V L Ethiraj was a colourful person,
an unforgetiable lawyer, and a man of
chanm and charisma, the likes of whom

one may not see again in the courts
of Madras.

(Continued from P 1)

and day out from his young coterie was
nothing but fulsome praise. He became
a praise addict. The elders either joined
the chorus or just looked on, nol
knowing what to do."”

It goes on to add further critical
comments on the former Prime
Minister's diatribe against “power-
brokers™ al the Congress centenary
functions in Bombay in 1985. “No
power brokers ha-e since been either
identified or dealt with as promised in
the speech. Reason: No one could
define a power-broker. The epithet
could mean no one; it could mean
almost everyone excep! perhaps the
accusing Congress president while he
is stifl the president.”

The author also took a critical view
of Rajiv Gandhi's over-projection on
Doordarshan. “Rajiv's monopoly
projection on the Doordarshan screen
gave rise to an almost hostile distaste
for him, despite his otherwise
presentable personality and fair

performance. Except, of course, the
hum dekhenge kid-stuff.”

rote

On the controversial Bofors issue,
it said, “‘Not many believed that Rajiv
himself had taken the kickbacks money;
the idea was 1ather too farfetched. But
whal appeared more probable and was
readily believed was that Rajiv was
concealing something or someone —
no one knows what or who. It may
be fairly accurate to stale thal this
general suspicion was what really the
people harboured at the time of Lok
Sabha elections — and do even now.”

The author also chided Rajiv
Gandhi on his handling of the Ayodhya
issue and said the “naivete” of the
government lay in “rying to thrash out
an amicable seftlement of the question,
nol realising (or despite realising) thal
an amicable solution was not wanled
by the political parties (and therefore
not possible) just then; the election
slakes were too high."

In a letter to Ram, TChakravartty
expressed surprise that a five-year-old
article had been reproduced by
frontline. *‘As editor and publisher of
Mainstream at ihat time, | have
categorically repudiated your
assumption that this was written by Mr.
P.V. Narasimha Rao,"” he said, and

the article?

went on, “This pen name
(‘Congressman’) has been used by
more than one person in the pages of
Mainstream, and Mr Narasimha Rao
is not the author of the aricle in
question.” He felt that it was
“unfortunate” for such a prestigious
journal to have “indulged in such a
canard.” He also requested that his
letter be published in full, “al least for
the sake of journalistic ethics.” Ram,
on his part, argued that, in the name
of journalistic ethics, it was
Chakravarity's “duly lo reveal the real
author.”

Reacting strongly to Chakravartty's
protestations, Ram said, “We stand
strongly by our story' and
Chakravarity's denial “carries no
credibility with us.”

He argued that in the past the
identification of the “pseudonymous
wriler as P.V. Narasimha Rao™ had
been made several times in print, but
there was no denial either from
Mainstream or from the Prime Minister.

Ram pointed out that the article had
been quoted generously in the past in
articles published in Frontline and
elsewhere. He referred to an article

published in June 1991 in Hhis
magazine, in which the author, Manoj
loshi, also quoted heavily from Mr
Rao's piece in Mainstream.

He said that, before the piece was
published, Chakravartty was informed
that the Prime Minister would be
identified as the author. At the time,
there had been no denial from the
Mainstream editor.

Ram described Chakravartty as a
“veteran joumalist” and a “good
friend” but made it clear that the editor
of Mainstream should not be allowed
“fo get away.”

Refuting Chakravarity's assertion
that the pen namne, ‘Congressman’ had
been used by more than one person
in the past, he argued that,if that was
the case, how did all these articles also
have the footnnote from the editor
describing the author as “a leading
figure in the Congress (1)?" Ram argued
that Chakravartty was trying to protect
the Prime’ Minister as he had been
“instrumental” in leaking Mr Rao’s
novel 1o Outiook. *“The Prime Minister
was not pleased with him for this and
that is why Nikhil Chakravartty is trying
to cover up,” he added.
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he first thing you notice about

Pudupattinam, a small fishing
village 60 km from Madras, is the
round cemented tanks scatlered amidst
the mud huts, filled with some murky
green liquid.

Khajibai, 45, a fisherwoman,
explains what they are: “‘These tanks
are my very life. This is where [ grow
Spirulina.”  Khajibai, along with
women from ten other villages across
Tamil Nadu, is among the first
smallscale manufacturers of Spirufina
fusiformis in the world.

Spirufina is a slimy blue-green algae
found floating in waterbodies in
colonies of spiral-shaped cellchains
resembling scum. It has for centuries
been a food in various parts of the
world.

In India, the technique for
cultivating this algae was developed by
the A M M Murugappa Chettiar
Research Centre (MCRC) in Madras,
which in 1984 set up the country’s firs!
and, so far, only commercial plant with
a capacity to grow and process
?.5tonnes of Spirulina fusiformis
annually.

A scientist at MCRC says,
“Spirulina contains 60 per cent protein.
Dhals have only 20-40 per cent. As
land value increases, dhals will become
more and more expensive. Spirulina is
a cheap source of proteins. It can be
cultivated even in backyards. All it
needs is water.”

Spirulina is also an excellent source
of vitamin A, minerals and essential
amino acids. In 1991, MCRC
conducted the world's single largest
feeding trials with Spinufina, feeding the
algae’s preparations to 5,000 pre-
school children.

Subsequent medical surveys
revealed that the children had shown
remarkable improvement in combaling
vilamin A-related ailments. A daily
intake of 2 gm (dry weight) of Spirulina
is recommended as a nulritional
supplement, especially for children and

*elderly people.

Chemencheri is a small fishing
village 20 km from Madras. Food here
is often in short supply during April and
May — the lean fishing season. Says
C ] Vedavalli, a mother of three
children, “We used to sleep in dark
comers ‘of the house to conserve what
little energy we had.”

In 1990. MCRC, along with the
Guild of Service (GS), the Madras
social service organisation, trained five
women from Chemencheri lo grow
Spirulina, with the aim of providing

Meera Iyer

them the much-needed nuirition, as
well as additional income.

As interest in the project grew and
spread, an additional 50 women were
imparted {raining by GS. The surplus
oroduce over their family consumption
was bought by Ne‘-rajan Sundaram of
GS, an entrepreneur who markets the
algae in fablet and capsule forms.

Spirulina came to Sadiranga-
patiinam (Sadras)45 km from Madras,
towards the end of 1992. Thirteen
women, who have formed aSangam

tocullivate the algae here,each looking
after five lanks.

At Andaneri, 8 km from Madurai,
the women have sel up their own
marketing mechanism. Dried and
powdered Spirulina is sold in the village
itsell in packets of 10 gm, each costing
Rs. 4.

MCRC's pilot commercial plant is
siluated al Saveriyarpuram, 30 km
from Pudukotai. Twelve backward
class families here have been cultivaling
Spirufina since 1992, with MCRC's
guidance. It is a project funded by the
Department of Biotechnology (DBT).

MCRC has provided each family
with a large rectangular 3,000 liire
capacity tank. MCRC's plant nearby

Cultivating Spirulina fusiformis and helping to provide much-needed nutrition as well as additional in
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by MLLRA IYLR, Courlesy: (‘S[—t?oxm to Farth Features.)

buys the produce at Rs. 6 per kg of
fresh algae, which is equivalent to
Rs. 60 per kg of its dried weight. The
chemicals are supplied free of cost by
MCRC.

Some families have been given a
second tank on request. Kadappan's is
one of them. *' made 8 kg from each
tank this week — that's Rs. 50," says
he enthusiastically, adding, "It all
depends on the effort you put in. Stir
more and you get more,”

Vedavalli, now a trainer with the
GS, rattles off the chemicals required
for growing Spirulina: sodium
bicarbonate, sodium nitrate, sodium
chloride, and polassium phosphate.
“The algae is ready for harvesting after
a week, provided you have been

stirring regularly and the dilutions are.

correct,” she says.

But an algologist at MCRC is a litile
worried. “I personally don't advocaie
this mass propagation by GS,” she says.
“It is essential to have an inslitution
with technical expertise as a guiding
consultancy. Sometimes, there may be
contaminations by other algae,
decreasing the Spirufina yield. If that
happens, neither GS nor Vedavalli will
be able to handle it.”

MCRC has applied o National
Research and Development Council for
a patent for processing Spirulina. Does
this mean that scores of women
engaged in this occupation might soon
have to stop their private cultivations?

“We hope thal that situation won't
arise,” says an MCRC scientist. ““The
patent is for largescale processing.” The
organisation is now in the process of
setting up the infrastructure for Spirulina

cultivation by women in earthquake-
affected Latur, in a DBT-sponsored
project. At Latur, it is envisaged tha
the women will be able to manage the
affairs efficiently, with MCRC
functioning only as consultants.
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In the meantime, the Pudupaltinan
women have found a novel use fo}
Spirulina. Says young and glowing |8

} 250 long ago, reported that the

{IR Library had not only made a find but
ER 1t its Prints and Drawing Section had

¥ qurchased an album of 58 watercolours
% of South Indian views. It came from
{ (he sale of the contents of The Old
| [odge, Nutley, West Sussex, home of
fleanor, Countess Castle Stewart,
widow of Arthur, the 7th Earl. The

B 2bum was found to be from the hand

| of the latter's father, Andrew john
| Stuart, the 6th Earl, who served in the

@ Madras Civil Service from 1864 to

1880. Stuart was grandson to the 2nd

Farl Castle Stewart, and he inherited

Monica Raja, "I apply it on my face 8 the title from his cousin the 5th Earl

every day. It's very good for pimples! " |
(CSE/Down To Earth Features )}

(Quizmaster V.V. RAMANAN’s
questions are from the period
November 1-15)

1. Name the Wesl Asian country's
premicr who was assassinaled by an
extremisl on November 4th.

. Who is this year's winner of the

prestigious Booker Prize?

. Which popular comedienne will retum

to host next year's Oscars?

. Why did one Ken Saro-Wiwa attract

international attention?

Yel another (ransport corporation, the

21st in the State, is lo come up with

headquarters in Virudhunagar. After
whom is to be named?

6. What is the reward amount offered by
the Sri Lankan government for
information on the whereabouts of the
LTTE supremo, V. Prabhakaran?

7. Where was the 9th International Film
Festival for Children and Young People
held recently?

8. A GO on aulo fare hike was stayed
following a pefition. What is the
proposed new fare struclure?

9. On whom was the Jawaharlal Nehru
Award [or Interriational Understanding
for 1993 conferred by the President
on November 14th?

10. The actor who played Jim Hacker, the
bumbling minister in the Yes, Minister
series, died recently. Name him.

11. In a landmark judgement by the
Supreme Court, whal ‘care’ or service
has been brought under the Consumer
Protection Act on November 13th?

12. For what prestigious National awards
have the children Prahalad Singh, Anita
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Rawat and Sudhir Sardana been
chosen?

[3. Which famous Indian’s personal copy §
of the Gita was auctioned recently fo
£ 19,000 in London?

14. The famous New York policeman,
nicknamed ‘Popeye’, who inspired the
Oscarwinning film classic The French §
Connection, in which Gene Hackman §
played him, passed away recently.
Name the policeman.

15. The Indian men's hockey team recenty |

| n 1914. The/Newsletter reported:
| “Alfter an initial study of Tamil and
§ Telugu in 1863, Stuart reached India
| in 1864, and served in a variely of
posts and districts in the Madras
Presidency. This collection of views
was made in the two vears after 1876,
f lhe year of his marriage to Emma
d Georgiana,a daughter of General
B Arhur Stevens of the Madras Staff
Corps, and is entirely devoted to two
| disiricts, Tinnevelly and Cuddapah. On
§ furlough to Europe from August 1380,
b he overstayed and forfeited his
¥ appointment. ,
Stuart served first inTinnevelly in

won a presligious lourney after a long lf junior posts from 1869 to 1871. His

glory-less period. Where?

16. Which Madras resident recently
became the second Indian to receive
the “Scroll of Honour' from UNCHS
(Habitat)? _

17. A controversial aricle written by af
‘Congressman’ in Mainstream magazine§
five years ago ‘The dealt with Rajiv
Gandhi and the Congress (1) after i §
election loss. It was reproduced recently
in a national magazine under the
author’s name, drawing criticism and |
flak. Name its original title.

18. The monks of the holiest Buddhis
shrine launched an agitation to get the §

power 1o run the temple themselves §
and nol by the Hindus. Name the

temple. .
19. Two former Prime Ministers of Haly |
were recently sentenced to terms of

imprisonment on charges of corruption

|
|

and murder. Name them.

20. Which MP and legal luminary has
floated a national party called ‘Pavitra
Hindustan Kazhagam'?

(Answers on p. 8)

The puzzle that is the NSE

(Continued from P4)

best system and, thus, be able fo be

the No. 1 Exchange in India.
Meanwhile, here are a couple of

choices to consider in the days ahead:

. Oriental Bank of Commerce
(CMP: Rs 53.00):. OBC, established in
1943, was the first nationalised bank to go
public. Its steady and atiractive performance
since then makes it a good buy. It has
announced fairly good results for the first
half of this year, with PAT being almost
equal to the full year's projection of
Rs 130 cr made at the time of public issue
in 1994. The total income and net profits
increased by 30% and 67% respectively
over the cormesponding period in the
previous year. The interest expended/interest
earned ratio improved 1o 60% from 62%.

The deposits rose from Rs 315 cr in
1980 to Rs 6673.46 o7 in 1995. Advances
grew from Rs 168 r to Rs 3528 .88 or and
the income increased from Rs 30 ¢ to
Rs 872.04 cr. The bank has a network of
618 branches all over the country and 17
regional offices.

For 1995, the bank overshot its target
of mover and PAT of Rs 786 ¢r and

Rs 77 cr respectively by achieving
Rs 872.04 cr and Rs 113.36 cr respec-
tively. This resulied in the annualised EPS
being Rs 7.71 instead of the projecled
Rs 5.17. It is into merchant banking and
underwrole business worth Rs 59.22 cr in
1995. lts foreign exchange tumover louched
Rs 3043.18 cr compared to Rs 2410.9 ¢r
in the previous year. '

Iis business per employee increased from
Rs 65 lakhs in 1993-94 to Rs 82 lakhs in
1995 and is expected to increase to about
Rs 92 lakhs in 1996. For 1996, we expect
the Bank to exceed its targels and achieve
a turnover and PAT of Rs 1100 cr and
Rs 165 cr respectively. The resultant EPS
will be Rs 8.5. Technically, the prices have
good support at current levels,

Tata Elxsi (CMP: Rs. 22 .00): This

Tata group company had made-a dramatic
turnaround last year by reorienting its focus
fo hardware distribution and providing total
business solutions through strategic tie-ups.
It had first accessed the market in 1991 o
manufacture Elxsi System 6400 and the
Power series 3200 RISC computers. This
project was, however, rendered unviable

because of lowered imporl duties on
computer hardware. The 26% interest ERAS
loan it had contracted proved to be a drain.
It later become an exclusive distributor for
SificonGraphics” multiprocessor systems and
entered into tie-ups with NEC, Japan,
Gomark of UK, and Analog Devices Inc of
the US. It has also been appointed distributor
by Amid Technology, US. A Rs. 15.58 cr
rights issue was made in March 1995 o
repay Inter-Comporate Depasits (ICDs), setting
up an EOU under the Software Technology
Park scheme, and repayment of the ERAS
loan.

In 1995 the company's sales increased
almost four times, from Rs. 12.81 o to
Rs. 50.36 cr. Net profits were Rs. 0.45
lakhs as against the Rs. 5.73 cr loss in the
previous year. For 1995-96 we expect the
company to achieve an EPS of Rs. 1.65
on a PAT and turnover of Rs. 5.05 cr and
Rs. 75 cr. respectively. Technically, the
prices have been moving sideways for the
past five months, Buying recommended,
with a stop loss at Rs. 24.
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career was one of frequent changes of
post in different districts throughout the
# Madras Presidency, and he did not
f elumn to Tinnevelly until October
1875, as Acting Collector and Magi-
g sirale, remaining there until May 1877.
) He was the author of the Manual of
| the Tinnevelly District published in
Madras in 1879. His love of this
¢ seemningly idyllically pastoral land
§ comes over very strongly through the
dry-as-dust compilations of statistics and
information which form the staple of

such works, and it is instructive and
rewarding to compare his descriptions
of favoured places in the district with
his watercolours of them.

The Tinnevelly District, at the
extreme south of India, is bordered
along its western edge by the until
recently thickly forested Western Ghats,
dividing it from Kerala (the old state
of Travancore), and on its south and
east by the sea. It has the benefit of two
monsoons. Stuart wriles:

On laking a bird s-eye view of the
district from one of the highest peaks
of the mountains, a good general idea
of its features may be oblained. A
narrow-green winding ribbon, with a
silver thread in its centre, represents the
Tamrapurni- with its irrigated land —
the wealth of Tinnevelly; north and
south are wide areas of red sandy land
undulating in broad and gentle slopes,
studded with numerous lanks of all sizes
and shapes, each with its little patch of

| The Madras Craft Foundation has pleasure in inviting
' you to our special exhibition and sale of :

i

Famous export fabrics

from Tamil Nadu and

.E Andhra Pradesh :

< Real-Madras
Handkerchiefl
< Madras Checks
< Telia Rumals
Bedspreads
Linen
> Furnishing
Dhurries
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greeﬁ rice below it; the dry red lands
largely waste, and when cultivated
bearing poor crops of pulse, gram, or

of inferior kinds of grain, but especially
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to the south well stocked with palmyra
palms; to the north and north-east wide
level plains, in the dry season black and
bare, but when cultivated an unbroken
stretch of cotton, cholum and cumbu,
and dotted with numerous lanks here
as elsewhere. A succession of large
villages bristling with pagoda towers
and substantial tiled houses lines the
valley of the Tamrapumi, and the
plains elsewhere show a village for
every lank of any size, and for every
two lo three miles of linear distance in
any direction. -
He "describes the Tambrapami
River: The only important river in the
Tinnevelly District is the Tamrapumi,
which, with its affluents...all take their
rise in the ghaut mountain chain...from
time immemorial the Tamrapumi river
has been the principal feature of the
district, its almost perennial streams
supplying an area which now amounts
lo 64,671 acres from the beginning of
May to the end of March, in the course
of which time two rich crops of rice
are oblained without fail in any
ordinary season...Along the banks of
these rivers lies the rich belt of alluvial
imigated land in a narrow strip not more

. tharra mile in average width. The niver

itself... is crossed by eight anicuts of

Cape Comorin

- (1877).

’ ‘i:‘ On left:
i '.1 Chitlar Falls,

S ,; Kuttalam’
g g (1877
i e U870
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substantial masonry, most of them the
work of a former generation, feeding
each a canal for imigation, some on one
side only and some on both sides of
the river... The bulk of the (water)
supply beyond ten miles from the foot
of the ghauts, excepting only in the case
of the Tamrapurni, is derived from the
surface drainage of the country during
heavy rain, by which the rivers are
suddenly swollen into rapid torrents,
whose waters are diverted by dam
below dam, and led by channel after-
channel lo multitudes of tanks with so
much effect that it is rare that any waler
reaches the sea.” -

The album contains some views of
the houses which Stuart and his wife:
Ernma occupied, including two views
of the Sub-Collector’s house at Serma-
devi, and one of the Collector’s house
in Tinnevelly. Sermadevi “with 6,064
inhabitants, has long been the head-
quarters of the Sub-Collector...
favourably situated on the south bank
of the Tamrapumi, twelve miles wesl
of Tinnevelly. It possesses some of the
most fertile lands in the district and is
wholly agricultural.”

The Sub-Collector based at Serma-
devi was in charge of the three faluks
running from Cape Comorin up the

western border of the district under the
hills, and it is these 'ush and fertile
faluks with their populous villages
which are well represented in this
album. Cape Comorin itself has two

" views: “... the Sailor’s Cape Comorin, -

locally known as ‘the Nose” or ‘Lord
Brougham’s Nose', presents one of the
most magnificent masses of solid gneiss
rock to be seen in the whole range,
with a precipitous face tumed towards
the Tinnevelly Oistrict of many
hundred feet clear fall, and is con-
spicuous on fine days as far away as
Tinnevelly, a distance of 35 miles”.
There are various views of the
Kalakad Hills, the southemmost range
of the Westem Ghats, as seen from
inside their rich tree cover or else from
the villages at their feet, but Stuart's
finest work is reserved for Kuttalam,
where the Chittar River; the principal
tributary of the Tambrapami, emerges
from the hills: ““Courtallam, siluated in
the recess of the mountain-girt bay...,
about 450 feet above the sea, enjoys
a delightful climate from the middle of
June till September or October owing
to the mists and light rains, which
penelrale from the westen to the
eastern side of the range, and render
the air ten degrees cooler here than it
is ten miles further east. The officers and

- residents of the district resort to this -

delightful spot whenever able to do so
at this season... The falls of the Chittar
at Courtallam are famous among
natives for their virtue in cleansing from
sin, and to Europeans, for delightful
bathing™ .

Here too resorled the Maharaja of
Travancore from across the mountains,
who kept up a house in Kuttalam, as
did the British Resident at his court, a
house which Stuart draws for us.
Stuart’s view over the plain, with the -
chief temple at Kuttalam below, is a
highly successful attempt at an effect -
much sought after by amateur artists,
but seldom rendered so skilfully.

There are numerous watercclours
in the album of the “wealthy and
populous villages™ along the river valley
and the fool of the Ghats, such as
Sermadevi and Ambasamudram, while
Kallidaikurichi *‘derives its imporlance
from well watered rice lands, (and) has
a large population also engaged in trade
and the minor arts.” ** All these villages
contain a large population of wealthy
Brahmin landowners, to whose enter-
prise and intelligence the prosperity of
the village is mainly due”.

In June 1877 Stuart left Tinnevelly
for the Cuddapah District, north-west
of Madras, as Sub-Collector and Joint
Magistrate, and remained there until
March 1878."

e

A

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

December: ‘Artist of the Month': S Murali,
who leaches in the Depariment of
English, University College, Trivandrum.
Participated in group shows, induding the
National Exhibition of Art organised by
the Kerala Lalit Kala Akadtmi, 1992.
(Max Mueller Bhavan).

December 9: Maria Magdalena (adapted
from Friedrich Hebbel). A play in German
by the Max Mueller Bhavan Theatre
Group, directed by Suita Ali.

Set in the mid-19th Cenlury in-
Germany, the play deals with a middle

- class family and ifs struggle with moral
values. Klara, the daughter of the family,
is confronted with a moral conflict over
a pregnancy out of wedlock, a father who
expects her lo be a paragon of virtue and
a brother who is accused of being a thief.
Can she bear the brunt of it all? Will she ,
be rescued or will she give in to social *
pressures? .

This is the seventh production of the
Max Mueller Bhavan Theatre Group,
which consists of advanced German .
language students of the Max Mueller

~ Bhavan. (7.00 p.m., MMB Lawns). -
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As the SAF Games open,
JAICI wonders...

How

7ill

‘

we fare?

Only a fortnight remains for the

~ Jayalalitha Govemment's Sporls
Development Authority of Tamil Nadu
(SDATN) to organise, in cooperation
with the Indian Olympic Association,
the South Asian Federation Gatnes in
Madras from December 18th. This is
the first time the SAF Games are being
held in South India and, thanks to the
hard work put in by SDATN officials,
the IOA president, B. Sivanthi Adityan,
the organising secretary, K. Murugan,
and others, the historic ten-day meet
promises to be a success.

Five new complexes, including the
airconditioned indoor stadium behind
the modemn Nehru Stadium, a tennis
stadium with nine couris at
Nungambakkam, an aquatic stadium
with a racing pool and a diving pool
at Velacheri and, above all, a hostel
beyond Aminjikarai with 560
apariments to accommodate the
compelitors and officials, have indeed
transformed the image of the ancient
city. There can be no doubt
whatsoever that with all these modemn
facilities available the Games will have
a smooth passage.

But what they have in store for the
hast country remains to be seen. With
Leander Paes, Mahesh Bhupathi and
Gaurav Natekar certain to represent
their country, a tennis gold for the hosts
looks a banker. With the exhaustive
training it has had, the athletics squad,
with Shiny Wilson as its most shining
star, looks certain to head the host
country's medals fally. But what the
hosts have in store in the more popular
disciplines, like football and hockey, it
is not that easy to guess.

Much has been said and written
about India’s gold medal triumph in the
recent Kuala Lumpur international
hockey tournament. But the fact
remains that India did not have much
to beat there, with Germany, for
instance, fielding their second string.
The opposition at the Egmore stadium

will be formidable, as it will include

Pakistan.

Likewise, India will be up against
strong opposition in the football
compelition, to be held at the Nehru
Stadium. Indian football has, frankly

speaking, nothing to boast of, and only
a well-rained and cent per cent fit
squad can ge! the better of countries
like Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and
Maldives.

India will indeed need a lot of luck
and all the country's best wishes 1o

emerge with a goid medals tally in

keeping with the size of its contingent,
the biggest in the field, and its home
advantage. Here are OUR best wishes
to the Indian squad.

¢ ‘Come on Fordyce”, the

Rajah of Ramnad used to
shout from inside his owner’s
box at the Madras Race Club.
Fordyce responded to his call all
right and his trainer, Ali Asker,
would stroll in and lead in yet
another winner.

The all-too-familiar Guindy
scene of the 50's came back to
mind when 1 heard of the death
of Ted Fordyce in Bangalore
recently, after a long: illness.
Knownas'Ride 'em out’ Fordyce
in Ceylon, where he first rode
after his Australian days, he was
for long first jockey to Ali Asker,
who was in charge of the Rajah
of Ramnad's horses. His horse-
manship helped his owner,
trainer and himself emerge as
Guindy's No. 1 trio for long.

- A dashing Australian
horseman, Fordyce had made his
Guindy debut as first jockey to
the Ceylonese trainer,

however, not as successful as his
compatripts and predecessors,

Selvaratnam. Selvarataam was, ’

Death of a cham

G.N.G. Walles and his som,
Clement. Understandably, he
raced his stable at Guindy for
only one season, after’ which
Fordyce joined Ali Asker's stable
as its first jockey and emerged as
the Guindy champion.

 Fordyce was indeed the most
successful foreign horseman to

ride at Guindy, more successful
than even the eminent pair of
Bill Stevens and Bren Duffy. He
owed his success not because of
the size and quality of the stable
to which he was attached, a
stable that housed the most
fashionably-bred horses of the
time, but mainly because of his
dashing horsemanship. An
experienced horseman with an
easy crouch, Fordyce seldom
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used the whip, and the manner
in which he brought the best out
of his mount under pressure was
a sheer joy to watch, even to
those who had backed the wrong
run. Fordyce was such a popular
horseman that when, at the
fag-end of a season, the Stewards
suspended him for a couple of
meetings for ‘unsatisfactory
riding’, the. sympathies of the
entire Guindy fraternity went
out to him., A fine sportsman, he
took the suspension in his stride
and completed his contract with [l
Ali Asker. In the process, he [§N
retained the championship he |38
had won for the previous twoor - [i8

three years. But he never f§
returned to Guindy. He preferred
Bangalore, where also he rode
with distinction until he retired (5
and settled there with his wife, |
the beautiful daughter of
Selvaratnam.

Guindy old-timers are sure to
remember him and say, ‘‘They
don’t make them like him any
more'|
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track recently = had

Vision 200

The Irungattukottai motor racing
' two-  of
its most important visilors ever, M Max
Mosley, President, Federation
Internationale. D'L Autornobile (FIA) —
the apex body controlling four-wheeler
motor racing worldwide, including
Grand Prixs and rallies — and Flavio
Briatore, Managing Director, Benetton
Sports (manufacturers of Formula 1
race cars and the cument world
champions in racing and designing).
The VVIPs were accompanied by the
flamboyant industrialist, Vijay Mallya,
Chairman, Federation of Motor Sports
Clubs of India (FMSCI).

The purpose of the visit was two-
foid. One, -to show Mosley the
Irungattukotlai track, built at a cost of
Rs. 6 crores, and seek permission for

F-3 races in 1997 and, after upgrading
of the track, for F-1 races by 2000 AD.
The lrack is at present certified by the
FIA as fit to hold F-3 races. While it

is too early to speculate on the results
of the visit, Vijay Mallya is confident
that the FMSCI will host an F-3 race
and a World Championship Rally in
1997 here.

The second purpose of the VVIP
visit was lo participate in the Silver
Jubilee Celebrations of the FMSCIL.
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Speaking to reporters on the occasion,
Mosley said, “The motor racing
scenario in the Asia-Pacific region is
changing. Indonesia recently hosled a
World Championship Rally. With the
economy expanding in the region, lop-
level motor sporis is also likely to
expand”. And Mallya asked, in
continuation of this theme, “If Brazil
and Argentina can host presligious

internationdl motorsports events, why’

nol India?" Citing the Australian
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Govemment which subsidises this spor, i3
Mallya hoped the Indian Govemmenl
would follow suil.
Referring 1o molor sports as "2 8
huge worldwide business”, Mosley said b
it had a tumover of US § 20 billion i
and a revenue from F-1 races alone §8
tolalling $2 billion a year, And hef
added, “According to one estimate, 4.0
million people watched motor racingp

on TV in 1994, and aboul 70§
countries are involved in the spori™.§

ANSWERS
TO QUIZ

1. Yithzak Rabin of Israel; 2. Ms. Pat
Barker for The Ghost Road. 3. Whoopi
Goldberg; 4. He was the Nigerian human
rights aclivist, whose hanging, by his
country's military junta, led to worldwide
condemnation and his country being
suspended from the Commonwealth;
5.Veeran Sundaralingam; 6.Rs. 25
million; 7.Hyderabad; 8.Rs. 6 as
minimum fare and Rs.3 for every km:
9. Aung San Suu Kyi; 10. Paul Eddinglon;
11, Medicare; 12. The Bharat, Geeta

‘Chopra and Sanjay Chopra Awards for:

bravery respectively; 13. Mahatma Gandhi;
14. Eddie [gan; 15. The Azlan Shah Gold
Cup in Kuala Lumpur; 16. G.R. Dattatri;
17. ‘The Great Suicide’; 18. Mahabodhi
temple in Bodh Gaya; 19.<Giulio Andreotti

and_Bettino Craxi; 20. Ram Jethmalani. .

The Department of Racing
(formerly Madras Race Club)
earned the dubious distinction of
paying out India’s smallest-ever
jackpot dividend at the fourth
meeting of the current Madras
season, and followed it up at the
pext fixture by declaring the
country's smallest-ever carried-
over jackpot pool! The villain of
the piece on both occasions was
champion Robert Foley’s stable,
in charge of the horses of the
country's leading owner,
M.A.M. Ramaswamy.

Such is the average Madras
punter’s faith in Foley's well-
bred and well-prepared runners,
especially those entrusted to his
No. 1 horseman, C. Krishnan,
_that they are invariably his first
choices for his jackpot
combinations and start at odds-
on. As many as four of them
landed the goods at the fourth
meeting on November 18th and
led to the jackpot paying a
beggarly Rs 78 on 344 tickets..

Smallest ever
jackpot!

It was the other way about at
the next fixture. Only one of
Krishnan's jackpot mounts won,
and a tiny pool of Rs 23,001
was carried over. But the
November 19th eclipse of
Foley's stable can only be a
passing phase. The fact that he
had the unique distinction of
leading in five winners each at
the first three meetings and as
many as six at the next fixture,
to set a world record of 21
winners from 28 races during
the first four fixtures of a season,
is a clear pointer to the status of
his high-calibre stable and the
shape of things to come. Studded
as it is with a lot of the country's
most fashionably-bred juveniles,
it is certain to dominate the rest
of the season and improve on the
numerous records it has estab-
lished during the last four
seasons.
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