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From left to right: Hiding Wenlock Park. May be it should be hidden, but will such hoardings
start a trend ozt the Marina? The pictures that follow certainly seem o indicate the possibility.
For instance, in the next piculre, Presidency cricket ground and the College itself are hidden.
And in V'S RAGHAVAN's third piclure, a hoarding closer lo Presidency College hides

what was once a fine view of the City's first college. .

' 7
The thin end?

Is this the thin end of the wedge? Madras Musings sincerely hopes not.
But these hoardings for the SAF Games, sited on the land side of the Marina
and hiding much of that distinctive skyline, seem to be anchored on awfully
strong legs. And Madras Musings wouldn’t be surprised at'all if what started |
as an invitation to the SAF Games becomes permanent commerciall
hoardings. It is true that hoardings are sprouting all over the city, legitimately
and illegitimately. But Madras Musings least expected them to spring up|

‘on the Marina, which had all these hundred years and more been free of|
them — enabling all to admire the distinctive Madras skyline — and which |
was to have been the showpiece of Vision 2000. Surely that vision of{:
tomorrow is not going to be one of a splendid skyline hidden behind massive
advertising hoardings — just because someone in the Corporation, or is it

are coming ...

u ® Last forinight, we went ahead with our lead story, ‘Are Ford's coming?", even though the answer was pretly
well known by the time Madras Musings was out, namely that Ford's Mahindra were signing a Memorandum
of Understanding with the, Tamil Nadu Government on selting up a plant in Maraimalainagar, that southem
industrial suburb of Madras. That decision was partly due to the hazards of publishing a laid-back fortnightly.
But it was also partly. because Madras Musings does not believe an MOU is the last word on the subject. Much

\ as Madras Musings is cheering for the project — and at leasl a couple of other ailomobile projects — to pul

down rogts in suburban Madras or elsewhere in Tamil Nadu, Madras Musings is equally aware that the third

part of last fortnight's story will remain a real cloud on the: horizon till the Maraimalainagar plant is well and

@ Aahindra Ford's are coming to
§ “Madras. The joint venture has
Gigned a Memorandum of
fUnderstanding (MOU) with the Tamil
Nadu Govemment to set up is
2000 crore car project in

(By A Special Correspondent)

Maraimalainagar, 45 km south of
Madras. , -

. In the first phase, the company
plans fo invest Rs 800 crore in the
plant, which will eventually have a

capacity of 100,000 cars (staiting with

truly in place. It was lo keep readers aware of post-eleciion possibilities and of the Shiv Sena's rather undue
interest in the project thal we went ahead with the story in the form it was last fortnight. This fortnight we bring
you below a detailed report of the Ford Mahindra joint venture — and leave you with the though! that this

could well be what the scenario in Madras will-be two years hence, IF ALL GOES WELL. — THE EDITOR |

60,000 in the first year) Apart from the
9,000 people who are expected to be
employed, the Mahindra Ford project
is likely to be a boon for small-
automobile component manufacturers,
with many andillary industries expected -
{o come up. ' ‘ :
The five-door hatch-back Fiesta car
is what Mahindra Ford's plan to make
in Maraimalainagar. It will have an
engine-capacity of 1.3 litres, power
steering and also come in a diesel
version. The car will target the middle .
segment of the market, -between the
Maruti 800 and the Maruti Esteern.
The company will, in phases,

. acquire 350 acres of land at

ar for Rs 30 crore.

Maraimalainag

" According b John G Parker, Managing

Director-designate of Mahindra-Ford,
neally 40 different factors were
considered in evaluating the project’s

| location: land, financial incentives, sales

tax concessions, city environment,

 specific site environment, power and
~ waier availability, - port-and airport,

housing, school facilities ~ and

' infrastructural support, among others. -

That Tamil Nadu was able to pass all

the tests successfully is an indication of |
how well-developed Madras is

| ~ becoming. .

" Ford's. Automotive - Component

Division (ACD) will also set up shop -
."in'Inidia, after conducting a feasibilty :
ST (oo

the PWD? feels that here's a way to raise some money for the ‘public good’? 1L
Surely that ‘good’ does not mean defacing the Marina in this ghastly way?! }

— THE EDITOR]

Soaring prices in
fish-short City

(By A Special Correspondent)
Pn‘ca of all varieties of fish have
soared in the Madras wholesale and
retail markets. The retail price of the
popular Seer fish, which had never
crossed Rs. 100 a kilo even_ during
periods of acute shortage, touched
Rs. 120-150 last July-August and stays
there. Even cheaper varieties of fish like
Bekti, normally selling at around
Rs. 40 a kilo, have doubled in price.

Freshwater fish, which usually do not

have a good demand in the melro,
have also become costlier.

Fish traders as' well as fisheries
experts and Central Govemment
agencies attribute the steep price rise to
acute short supply caused by poor fish
landings in Madras and other parts of
Tamil Nadu, fluctuations in supply from

- Andhra Pradesh and increasing demand

in export markets. Traditionally, the fish
calch in Madras is low and 90 per cent

of the demand is mel by AP.,

particularly. during the Southwest

 Monsoon season. But of late, a major -
portion of the fish catches of A.P. is -
“being diverted to Bombay' at better
pricesby s who swamhe i

landing centres, according lo the fish.
merchants of the Chintadripet and -
Royapuram wholesale markets.-
Bombay traders shop even in Madras, .-
making a further dent in the supply to-
Madras consumers. Lured by higher
prices, the fishermen ignore the local -
market. -
A large chunk of the consignments .
to Bombay is exported to overseas
markets. Many varieties which
previously had no takers in the foreign -
markets have now found buyers. Even --
cheap varieties like Sardines and".
freshwater species like Catla are now -
being exported fo West Asia. The
export of Tuna to Singapore has also
almost doubled, it is reported. .
For poor fish calches in Madras;
fisheries scientists biame the fishermen
for catching small-sized quality fish like "
Seer and Pomfret and for fishing during
the spawning seasons,. affecting their
reproduction and- growth. . The:-
indiscriminate pollution of the.coastal's;
walers by sewage -and industrial;
effluents is also responsible for” thez
decline in -the: ‘marine’ harvest:::
(Coustesy: Fishing Chimes)
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I't.;s truly a feather in the cap of
e Jayalalitha Government,
getting Ford Mahindra's to sign
on the dotted line and say, ‘‘Yes,
we're coming to Maraimalai-
nagar”’, With a couple of other
car projects in the wings, waiting
to see how the wind blows, it
would certainly seem as though
happy days are here again in the
Tamil Nadu industrial scenario.
And that, The Man From Madras
Musings is inclined to think,
would make things a lot easier
for Chief Minister Jayalalitha and
her followers at the April polis.

If, however, the Ford
Mahindra’s project is to become
a reality, both Central and State
Governments will have to do
much by way of developing
infrastructure before the new
multi-billion rupee plant puts
down roots. As MMM sees it, the
first priority will have to be to
develop a superhighway into
Mount Road FAST. Some work
has been going on in Pallavaram,
Chromepet and Alandur ... but
at a snail’s pace. Not touched,
however, is that major
bottleneck in Tambaram.
Whereas the rcad from
Maraimalainagar to Tambaram
is superb, it's a nightmare in
Tambaram, a little better
between Chromepet and
Saidapet, thee a rightmare again
till you're past the: Eldam’s Road
junction. Major work will have
to be done on this entire stretch
by the end of 1996 if Ford
Mahindra's are to show
continued interest.

Ford Mahiudra’s will also be
looking at now fast work
progresses op another road
which MMM considers essential
for the success of the project —
an QUTER RING ROAD which
takes off from NH 45, bypasses
Tambaram and swings around
the city to reach the harbour.
Such a bypass will not only free
the city of Morth-South traffic
but, more importantly in the
context of the Ford project, make
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access to and from Madras Port
easier.

Other argas of infrastructure
the Government will have to
speed up in the next couple of
years will be water for the
Maraimalainagar area and a

* whole lot of power for the

Madras industrial belt with its

numerous auto ancillary units. .

MMM sees the need to wake up
to getting Palar water on the
move and increasing Neyveli
power generation as well as
getting Jayamkondam power on
stream.

Another important area that
will need looking into is
providing for the new township
that is bound to develop areund
the new plant. If Ford
Mahindra's see themselves
employing 2000 persons in
their facility two years hence.
The Man From Madras Musings
sees a township of a hundred
thousand developing around the
plant, taking into consideration
families, shops and services to
meet their needs and the
ancillary industries that are
bound to develop nearby.
Remember, that's how
Perambur developed nearly a
century ago around the Railway
workshops and the Buckingham
and Carnatic Mills. It'll happen
again in Maraimalainagar — and
Government will have to be
ready to provide the new
township with all infrastructural
facilities, including schools,
hospitals and transport systems.

Signing an MOU is the easiest
part of such deals, MMM has
always felt. What has to take
place thereafter, as facilities are
developed, can be back-
breaking. Has Government the
will for that? That's what
concerns The Man From Madras
Musings.

Saving buildings

Pe Man From Madras

Musings was listening in the
other day to a meeting which,
among other things, discussed
the fate of several buildings
conservationists in Madras
wanted saved. But, sadly, the
discussions made dismal
hearing.

A substantial amount of the
money necessary fo renovate
and refurbish the University of
Madras’s splendid Senate House
has been collected and. finding
the rest won't be a problem,
MMM heard it stated. But the
work has just not taken off —
despite regular committee
meetings. Why, no one was very
clear. But it did seem that
disputes in committee, over how
best to do the work, could have
much to do with the delay,
besides the lack of a fixed focus

British Council Library, Madras
(Telephone: 8525002)
Select List of Recent Additions
Author Title )
ANDERSON, A H Effective labour felations
BISHOP, M Privatisation & economic performance
BONE, Q@ Biology of fishes. 2nd ed:
BRODIE, D Health matters at work
CAHILL, S J C for the microprocessor engineer
CATER, E Ecotourism
DYSON., A Britain in view
FREEDLAND, M . Sean Connery
EDWARDS, R D True Brits
GODEFROY.CH How to write lefters that sell
INGEMARSSON, ! Fetal heart rate monilering
IRELAND, P 4 Fashion design illustration
JAMES, C S Analytical chemistry of foods .
JONES, R How to manage your career
SAVAGE. S P Public policy in Britain
FICTION
DEIGHTON, t. Faith
FRANCIS, D Wild horses
Ni{CHOLSON, G Everything and more

on what to do with the building
once it is restored. :

Some of the disputes, as
MMM heard it, have had to do
with the method of restoration.
Some feel the ‘weakened’ domes

" should be pulled down and

rebuilt anew, others apparently
feel they can — and should — be
restored by strengthening the
original domes in the same way
as when they were built.
Perhaps such disputes will one
day in the not too distant future
be resolved. As for future use,
several suggestions have been
put forward in the columns of
Madras Musings ... but such
concrete suggestions are not
discussed; instead, there's vague
murmurings of let the University
decide’ ... and that's a decision
not likely to be taken soon. Yet
such a decision is necessary for
the planning of the
refurbishment of the building.
Mo wonder all concerned are
taking things easy — having as
they do NO GOAL in mind.
Rather similar is the case
with Victoria Public Hall. After
Sheriff Suresh Krishna had

Police Co ioner’s presence
at a Public R:;aﬁons meet. It was
suggested there that restoring the
DGP'’s office to its original
splendour would be a wonderful
public relations exercise by the
police, as its restoration had been
sought by over a thousand senior
citizens who had signed a
restoration petition. But the
Commissioner, who stated that
he had helped prepare the note
for a new police headquarters at
the expense of the old building,
was unmoved. In fact, he
thought the Delhi report would
be in favour of the building being
pulled down. What then is
Authority waiting for, MMM

wonders,

Failing system

Not so long ago, The Man

From Madras Musings
considered the Indian postal
system one of the finest in the
world, one that worked, one
where the postman — and other
postal service personnel — cared
and took the trouble to get a

shown the way to restpration by
renovating a SMALL part of
what was once Madras’s premier
theatre and public hall, his
successor, Dr Chokkalingam,
formed a committeeheaded by
Suresh Krishna to continue the
good work. Nothing has been
heard since of restoring VPH —
the Town Hall — to its glory
days, and NOW the Sheriff’s
office is no more. The Man From
Madras Musings wonders who is
going to look into the affairs of
the Hall next. Probably the
Corporation — unless the
historic Trust comes to life. If it
is indeed the Corporation, MMM
wonders whether a Mayorless,
memberless  Corporation,
prodded by the Government's
priorities, will show the interest
necessary in the building. Or
will that moribund, decades-old
Trust now come to life?

Report awaited

A third building that The
Man From Madras Musings
heard discussed was the DGP's
former office, once Police
Headquarters, on the Marina.
The High Court, which had
issued a stay on the building
being pulled down till it received
a report from an expert
committee from Delhi, is still
waiting for that report. The
Delhi team came to Madras some
time at the end of August, if
MMM remembers aright — and
that's surely enough time for a
report to have been submitted.
But the High' Court is still
awaiting Government's
pleasure.

At the meeting MMM was
present at, a visitor from Delhi
was sure that the report had
been prepared and sent long ago.
Maybe it had got lost in transit,
suggested someone. Maybe
Government did not want to
present it, thought another. But
what struck MMM was that
neither the petitioners nor the
Government seemed {o be in any
hurry to get the issue resolved
and the stay vacated or made
permanent. Meanwhile, the
DGP’s building languishes,
untended, uncared for,

Incidentally, MMM last
fortnight made reference to the

piece of mail to the right
destination, regardless of
incorrect addressing. But that
was before the commercial
explosion and the junk mail
boom. Now MMM is having
second thoughts about a system
which is so obviously failing
because its growth in personnel

is no longer keeping pace with-

the growth in mail.

MMM’s depressing views on
postal efficiency follow yet
another tale of postal
indifference. In this instance, 2
reader had, a couple of years
ago, used a courier service to
send out a whole heap of
invitations and received back all
the acknowledgements. But on
the day of the function, he found
that most of the those who lived
in the suburbs had not turned
up. On inquiry he discovered the
invitations to them had not been
delivered at all — in fact, the
delivery boy had himself signed
the receipts in the would-be
recipients’ names. And so the
reader swore off couriers.

Instead, for a- recent
function, he decided to use the
postal system ani used three or
four Madras post offices to post
his invitations in small lots. Only
to find about ten per cent of the
invitations had not been
delivered. Curiously, several of
those not delivered had been
addressed to people who lived in
apartment blocks, several stories
up. But there were others who
lived in houses where access was
easy, but who still didn't get
their invitations — while others
who lived close by had!

How, MMM wonders, is the
Postal Department going to
guarantee that every piece of
mail pested reaches the
addressce? This is a problem
growing into a major one — and
calls for the Postal Department
to act fast, before the situation
worsens.

[n brief

* Speaking of restoration, The |

Man From Madras Musings is
glad to hear that the 4G0-year-
old Thanjavur Palace, built and
expanded by the Mahrattas and
the Nayaks, has now been
completely restored by an

While waiting for Ford's, what next?§

. 16-31, 1990

§
=

Archaeological Survey of India g i‘
team {o a plan drawn up by F@M

INTACH. This was work started [}

for the Tamil Conference and

now, several months later, the pj

palace is ready to receive
visitors. But the question being
asked in Thanjavur is who is
going to ensure continuous

maintenance of the handsome Fi0f3
building hereafter. Already there gl
are signs that the first portions g

restored are pot being looked
after quite as they should. If that
trend continues, the restoration
would have been in vain. Bui
that, .unfortunately, is the
tendency in India, MMM finds.
Be it new or restored, few care
to maintain it as it should be —
and ruin sets in faster thar
elsewhere,
* There's a growing tendency in
- Tamil Nadu in particular for a
person to flaunt his or her
qualifications as well as honours.
It is not international practice to
use honorary doctorates to prefix
the names of thosc honoured,

and so those with honorary |

doctorates are not addressed as
Doctor. A practice The Man
From Madras Musings is happy
to note is followed by The
Hindu. But now MMM finds
we're going one step further.
Names of engineers are being
prefixed with Er., of architects
with Arch. A receut notice MMM
saw in The Hindu listed a family
whose every individual had a
prefix: Prof., Er., Dr., Arch. and
one plain Mr.!

Business briefs -

* The Man From Madras
Musings congratulates Suresh
Krishna of Sundaram Fasteners
on being elected ‘Businessman of
the Year' by Business India. The
quality standards he has
introduced and the firm's
consequent export record have
earned him the title ahead of
several other big names with
bigger organisations. If MMM
recalls aright, this is the first
time any entrepreneur from the
South has been honoured with
this titte. MMM looks forward to
many more — if they follow the
example set by Krishna.

"% With VGP Golden Beach faced

with enormous competition, the
VGP family are looking into the
future and drawing up plans to
stay one step ahead of the
competition. The Man From
Madras Musings hears that the
next VGP venture will be a
massive 250,000 sq ft, Rs. 2
crore shopping mall which will,
with its shops, restaurants,
amusement facilities, theatres
etc, ensure LEISURE shopping.
‘Spend a day out shopping’ will
be further facilitated by the
enormous parking space and
shuttle bus services to the city
promised. That’s a shopping
complex MMM is looking
forward to.

* The Sterling Group, now
promoting heritage — also
pilgrimage — holidays.is also
planning to do its bit for culture,
The Man From Madras Musings
hears. It will shortly be setting
up at a cost of Rs. 2 crore, an
Indian classical music and-dance
institute in Madras. The Institpte,
MMM understands, will not o
promote classical Indian dance
and music throughout India and
abroad, but will also provide
instruction.. .

~— MMM.

::ﬁ" a previous issue of Madras Musings
181 reported the  discovery in my
otographic archives of pictures of an
Fin Age dolmen site just beyond
FTimberam, which I had long ago
P ootien, and asked if anyone could

1

me whether the dolmens were st
kY. No one -has written in yet.
Ehhaps no one cares, or this
{.; blication has no readers who venture
3t (ar a5 Tambaram in these terrible
b hys of kamikaze road-users and dense
!Iution. But a visitor-to Madras [ met
Ecently by chance told me to my
ght that the dolmens are still there
can be clearly seen even from the

§-ad. | do hope someone who reads
Bibse lines will summon up- enough
fourage and energy to go down there
bhnd confirm that report. Please write
Elo me or the Editor if you do.
#  Meanwhile, 1 came across yel
Ehnother find in my archives and files.
R Mis is much older than those dolmens,
fulder perhaps by several millennia, and
§ 5 within easy reach of Madras, too.
8¢|'m nol going to reveal the location of
¥ihis site for fear of vandalism, but [ will
3y (hat there is no secret about il, that
Bihe sile was excavated by professional
Blrchacologists  long  before
filndcpendence, and that their resuis can

“Bibe scen within the walls of the Madras

'Museum. or still should be.

£ | call this older yet, because
§whereas Mamaltapuram is an affair of
¥ melaphorical yesterday, and ‘my’
Jidolmens older by a factor of a mere

ten or 50, the site I am thinking of now

goes back many millennia, to the days
long before people had discovered
metals and how to refine them from
ore, when tools of rough-hewn stone
were the best that could be made or,
imagined, and perhaps before it
occurred to some Leonardo that a shaft
of wood attached to one of those
rough-hewn slones would make is use
that much easier — the first stone axe.
‘My picture here today shows a
hand-axe that I found on that well-
known Stone Age site twenty years or
more ago. | was taken there in a four-
whieel-drive vehicle — the going is
rough — by an amateur but skilled
archaeologist from whom I quickly
learned, as anyone can, how (o
distinguish a genuine artefact — a stone
that had been roughly fashioned into
a tool by human hands — from the
massed litter of other stony fragments
abounding on a river-bed there.
The experience had its amusing
side, too, for the hand-axe I found and
still possess was a far better specimen
than any of the three the archaeologist
found. He did his best {o coax me fo
surrender mine to him in exchange for
his inferior three, and sulked peltishly

all the way home when I stoutly

refused.

| once saw an ‘almanac’, a sort of
diary actually but called ‘The Indian
Almanac’, that was printed by the
Madras Orphanage Asylum in the year
MDCCXCV (which are the oid Roman
numerals we would now render as
-1795) solemnly giving the age of the
world as 5,800 (sic) years. You see,
many earnest Christian scholars,
accepting, as millions still do, that the
Bible and everything in it is literally
true, had laboriously traced our
ancestry back through the various
generations recorded in the Old
Testament and had arrived at that
figure.

We know now that the age of this
planet is many hundreds of millions of
years, though I read recently in an

A hand:axe of the 5!or;e Age found near Madras by the author (lefi) and an impression left on sedimentary rock by an amonite.

(Pictures by HARRY MILLER)

essay by the late [saac Asimov that in
the United States alone there are an
estimated twenty million graduates
who still believe that Biblical figure,
together with all the other myths and
legends about the Creation the Bible
contains. And I can guess, of course,
that many a Christian reader of this
journal here in Madras will already be
glowering with rage that [ should dare
fo contradict it. ,
But I'm afraid they are wrong, and
it is not at all difficult to prove it. There
are as many ways of doing that as there
are of proving that the Earth is round.
It's a bit technical, perhaps, but in the
space the Editor will allow me for this
piece | can do no better than lo say
that the rocks contain an isolope of the
element Polassium that is radioactive,
that it decays at a known rate info
Argon, and that by determining the
amount of Argon in such rocks their
age can be established.
~ Anyway, we are cerlainly a good
deal older than the 5,800 years
allowed by that Madras Almanac, and
the hunk of rock shown in my piclure
. was used by people you wouid rot like

to share a seat in a bus with. If you
were to'hold it in your hand you would
certainly get the sensation that it is
indeed a roughly hewn but certainly
a human tool, not a mere accidenntal
chunk of rock. ,
And so then we can_push the

‘history of Madras — if we can be

3
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! The Madras Snake. Park, now
4 — cnjoying a new lease of life under
i (he trusteeship of B Vijayaraghavan
AS (Reld) and his team, has on
isplay at preseni twenty species of
fsnakes, two of crocodiles, two of
B8 turtles/ tortoises and four of lizards.
ki In 1994-95, a marsh crocodile, an
i indian soft shell turtle, an Indian
Binvihon, a reticulated python, @
88 chameleon, a checkered keelback, an
Bi Olive keelback, an Indian pond turtle
8 and a common sand boa bred in the
b park,

81 With assistance from the Central
i Zoo Authority, an aquarium for sea
B snakes and turtles has been constructed
Sal a total cost of Rs. 1.5 lakhs.
4 Twentytwo cages for snakes have been
k§ renovated/modernised.

Bl During 199495, 7,79,754
g visitos  (5,94,509 adults  and
b 1,85,245 childran) visited the Park.
X The hourly demonstration of snakes
B lor the education of the public, which
8 had earlier been discontinued, has been
fe1 tevived in response to popular demand.
® The Madras Snake Park Trust
i Mmaintains and displays a captive
4 collection of snakes and other reptites
& to promote knowledge on snakes and
B8 Olher reptiles and to dispel the

83 eonecus  beliefs. about them. It

nakes alive!

The now alive-again-and-active

adras Snake Park Trust has brought out a sel of fen

Pyt
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Protect Reptiles’ picture cards, which are on sale at the Park. And very nice they look
too. Which is why Madras Musings plans to publish them in the coming weeks.

Our picture in this issue is of one of the snakes in the Park’s new collection ~ its sea
snake collection. This picture is of a Chittul or an Annulated Sea Snake Hydrophis
cyanocinctus) and we are told it is one of the commoner of the twenty species of sea
snakes found along the coast of India. We are also wamned, “All sea snakes are highly
venomous", “but are reassured that they ‘rarely bite humans". (Pholograph by R | Ranjit -
Daniels, courtesy Madras Snake Park Trust.)

 undertakes captive ‘breeding of  surveys on the distributiori and status

vulnerable species of snakes and other
reptiles and assists research in
herpetology. The "Trust undertakes

of snakes and other reptiles and
provides consultancy services on them

allowed a somewhat larger area — not
only back beyond Mamallapuram, but
back beyond the Iron to the Stone Age,
and that's very far away indeed.
However, that stone axe — going
by its human not geological origin —
is a baby compared to yet another
arefact I'm inordinately proud of. I'
include a picture cf it here, if the Editor
will allow me the space. This curiously
spiralled arefact is the impression left on
sedimentary rocks by an animal called
an ammonile. There were many species
of ammonites, some like this, a mere
few inches in diameler, some almost
as big as carl-wheels. But that little
spiralled animal in my picture is the
fossit of a creature that lived at least
65 MILLUON vyears ago. for the
ammoniles, along with the equally
abundant trilobites and, most
spectacular of all, the celebrated
dinosaurs and an estimated 85 per cent
of all other living species, were wiped
out in a catastrophe that overlook our
planet'Earth at the end of the geological
period known as the Cretaceous, almast
certainly by the impad of a large body
from space, an asteroid or a comet.

But [ wander far — too far some
will say — from Madras, and One
Man's view of it. Yet | wonder. A new
and very large comet.called the Halg-
Bopp comet after its two discoverers, s
at the moment falling sun-wards at a
speed of about 2 million miles a day..
a speed thal will accelerate as it
approaches the Sun. Last year, the
comet Shoemaker-Levy 3 was dragged
by Jupiter's prodigious gravitational field
from its solar orbit and impacied lh_e
giant planet itself. Comet Hale-Bopp is
predicted to miss planet Earth by several
million miles, though it will be clearly
visible to us here in Madras around
March and April in 1997 — that's only
fifteen months away — but comels are

notoriously unprediciable, so let us
hope the astronomers have got it right.
Let us hope that Hale-Bopp doesn't
change its mind and we haye another
Mass Extinction of life on Earth. The
way things are going, there are some
who would welcome it. In a private,
despairing communication to me, a
worldfamous author and scientist,
discussing the end of the Cretaceous,
said he thought planet Earth, with its
of exponentially exploding human
population, was just about due for
another ‘sanitising” event.

And if that ever happened, I have
a powerful feeling that One Man’s
Madras would never be quite the same
again.

e
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995 was one of the worst years for

the capital market as nothing
seemed to go right. The year opened
on an illiquid note, and as the year
progressed the cash crunch only
worsened. Other factors, like the MS
Shoes scandel. Enron controversy, tight
crédit rolicy, Reliance-BSE skirmish,
the ‘share switch’ scam, the declining
rupee and a spate of devolved issucs.
filled the deficit side of the economic
balance sheet. And the Government's
failure in PSU disinvestment, raising
Rs. 117 cr against the targetied only
Rs. 7000 cr, hardly helped matters.

Against this backdrop. the one fact
that stands out is the uniformly good
results churned out by the Corporate
Sector, though high interest costs have
taken their toll. Industdal production
grew by 8 per cent compared to the
8.5 per cent in the previous year.
Exports went up by around 24 per

cent, though imporls, mostly capilal
goods, increased by around 30 per
cent. The declining rupee is bound to
hit imports in the coming year, though
exporters  should make enhanced
realisations.

This year's eleclions are definttely
going o have a long-term cfiect. A
hung Parliament or a messy coalition
government could just about seal the
tailspin. A more drastic fallout will be
the adverse impact on the reforms
process, as it will be forced to the back-
burner. In such a case it would take
a minimum period of anoiher 12
months before the markels recover.
Investors may very well write off 1996
in such an eventuality. To add to our

woes, world history points to the.

government changing when prices (of
cssential commodities) rise. The Indian
scenario fits this bill. It has to be noted
here that we are nol ruling out the
charices of the new govemment being
stable. That. in fact. would be the ideal
solution to the market's ills. The next
crucial stage is going to be the Budge!
presented by the incoming
Government. The slability of the
party(ies) in power will be the best
boost to the market. The saddest plight
has been that of the small investor. His
holdings have depreciated, his credit is
costlier and, worst of all, nobody is
paying enough attention to his
grievances — lack of transparency and
of protection. However, ironically, he
will never have il so good. The P/E
ratios are ruling at the bottom. Though
the March 1996 results of the
Corporate Sector might not be
extremely flaitering, all the investments
made by the various companies, in
expansion/modemisation, should soon
be bearing fruit. With the inability of
the railways to meel industrial freight
demand, road transport will finally
com: of age. If we factor in the plans
ot Ford Peugeot, Benz and their ilk,

there is no doubt that the auto and auto
ancillary sectors and scrips will do well.
Similarly, the urgent need of Forex
might prompl the authorilies o increase
benelits lo export-related companies,
which can also look forward to a bright
1996. Hospilality, software and the
traditional agricultural and food-related

sectors should all do well.

Mutual funds, though not having
performed up to expectations, will
continue to attract investors. Telecom,
copper, distilleries, finance and banks
will join the ‘green’ or eco-friendly
scrips on the top of the ‘Good for
1996’ list. The forward trading falling
into place and a less restrictive credit
policy may finally help alleviate the
problems brought about by the liquidity
crunch

Thus, the latter half of 1996 can
be expected to b belter. Lul any
expectalions of the Sensex climbing
steeply will prove to be over-optimistic,
as all indicators point to a slight
recovery, nol a sharp lumaround.
Meanwhile, some suggestions:

Indsil Electrosmelts (CMP:
Rs. 21.00): Indsil Hectrosmels, incorporated
in 1990. had gone public n 1993 10 set
up a Rs. 11.70 ¢r project manufacturing
ferro silicon. The original capacity of
7800 MT was later increased to 8560 MT
in the unil which had been set up in
Palakkad, Kerala, to avail of concessional
power larifl for a five-vear period. Temmo
silicon is an eswnbal input in the
mantfacture of steel and ceriaire grades of
rastings and, hence, s directly related to the
iron and steel industry. The company's
srexduction facilities have been mace flexible
in produce various grades of festo-alloys, like
ferro sihicon, silicon magnesium, and extra-
low carbon silicon mangancse.

For 1995, the company had achicved
a PAT, sales and IPS of Rs. 0.02 o,
Rs. 4.56 v and Rs. 1.77 respectively in six
months of operations. Tumover almost
doubled 1o Rs. 8.09 «1 in the first hall of
1995-96 and it should be noted that this
company's operating margins are higher than
moast others in the industry. The annualised
1S slands at Rs. 6.06, which discounts the
CMP cnly about 3.7 times. Technically, the
short-term trend is up and has risen above
the moving averages. Buving recoininended.

Pasumai Irrigation (CMP:
Rs. 25.00): Incorporated in 1939, Pasumai
Imigation Ltd. (PIL), a Madras-based
company, was engaged in markeling
fertilisers, sceds and agro-chemicals. Later
PIL also started assembling and marketing
drip imigation systems (DIS) and i, al
present, engaged in the manufacture of drip
imgation components, which include
drippers, PVC and LLDPL pipes, and
accessories like connectors. end plugs and
spikes.

PIL has also undertaken the
manufacture of integrated drift line (IDL),
an advanced version of button drippers, in
collaboration with No Prem Irrigation of
Isracl. The greenhouse division of Pasumai,
adively involved in tissue culture. floriculture
and horticulture, is undertaking projects for
Tata Tea, Ramco Group, Nirmal Floritech
and the Wimco Group. This division,
contribuling high margins, gives PlL
advantages over competilors.

PIL has achieved a tumover of
Rs. 16.32 and a PAT of Rs. 1.71 o for
the year-end Seplember 30, 1999, resulting
in an EPS of Rs. 4.46 compared o Rs. 2.85
eamed in the comresponding previous period.
The cusrent earnings discounts the CMP
only 5.60 limes, giving good scope for
apprecialion.

K. GOPALAKRISHNAN
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ime was when a Sherilf (to this
writer) was Notlingham's Scourge
[ Sherwood's Merrie Men or a “Bring-
, ;’j}em-Back-Alive-or-Dead" hero of the
EWild West, It was only some years
aler that [ realised that ‘out there’ they
had sheriffs; only these law
forcers had traded horses for cars and
BB B= Wk dvodels for sirens, and they could even
Ehow raise a posse of lawmen and
ownfolk to keep the peace. It was
Eubout this time, too, that | discovered
‘Bt Madras also had a Sheriff.
H The first Sherifls of Madras were
Fdawmen and they could call out, in an
bmercency, long before the days of the
Wild West, something called the posse
“omilalus comprising a local armed
Horce or mililia! Imagine a venerable
§ enior cilizen of Madras whistling up
5 posse! The mind boggles.
The Lord High Sheriff was a
B cluesque and powerful office in
bhnglo-Saxon England, a judicial and
W bdministrative official who administered
he Kang's Writ in the local baronies.
iny institution as English as this
nevitably had lo be exported to the
}olonit-s — and so America and Madras
ot their Sherifls, in effecl
¥iepresenlatives of the Crown who could
- yummon local authority o assist them
£9%8n enforcing the Crown's will.
However, in Madraspatam, the
%ocai village syslem was allowed lo
continue for some years. Black Town
ifhad an Adhikari or justice-administering
cadman, a Kanakkapuile or accounts
;lerk‘ and a Peddanaick or watchman.
The Peddanaick belonged to a clan of
Poligars  (Palayakkarar) and held,
bercditarily, his law-enforcing office.
iflhe Peddanaick had a numbeér of
¥ alaiaris, or peons, under him and they
i [:)oiiccd Madras, aresting wrongdoers
tand bringing them before the Adhikari’s
ouliry Court. By the Charter of
106!, the East India Company
lished the Adhikari's office — as
jeli as the Kanakkapulle's — but
Elained the Peddanaick's to assist the
Governor in his administration of Civil

The good news is that Mylapore’s Chitrakulam s lo be brought back to the waler-lilled stote it was in our OLD. In that pict:

of the tank in the 19405 — a piclure tahen by the late M K RANGASWAMY IYENGAR, whose son M S Krishnan senl us its somev b
- lacked negative — the reflection of Lady Sivaswamy Aivvar - Girls” School and of the lank |
HE steps is clearh: scen in the depths. Bul ook what this once waler-rich tank is now — in™ " -& THE
OLD... pictures laken by RAJIND N CHRISTY a few weeks ago. Development all round has
drained the Chittakulam of its water and it's aparched open-air latrine with stagnant pools of waler breeding grounds for mosquii

Will Chitrakulom be its beautiful ofd self this time next year? The rains — and how: the government grant s spent - willaloncprovide the ans:i

o
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Power began to wane and his office

Ve finally abolished in the early
705,

N :
Y ‘ » % |l Subsequent charters wrought
- @%%y %ﬁ%g@ @ E} @ @E j2veral changes in the adminisiration
10 the law in Madras, but it was the
wtraku

arter of 1726 that finally introduced
(By A Special Correspondent)
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e.(ﬁommon and Stalute Law of
igland in the Indian settlements and
osidencies. It was then that the office

’E‘he Mvlapore Adhi Kesava Perumal
Temple's tank, Chitrakulam

(meaning ‘beauliful tank” — a

misnomer today!), will shorily get a
new lease of life. Government has
recently sanctioned Rs. 18.5 lakhs for
lhe renovation of the tank.

The work will include spreading a
layer of clay (to a height of one foot),
on top of which will be spread another
foot of sand. Four borewells will be
sunk and motors will be installed to
pump up the water. The existing walls
will be raised to a height of five feet
and topped by a wire fence. All the
tanks steps will be repaired and cleaned.

» And four grill gates will be provided for

access info the tank.

This huge tank, “one Cawnie, nine
grounds, 464 sq leel” (approximately
52 grounds), is at presen! overgrown
with bushes. Whenever there are rains,
waler stagnates in the middle and
breeds miosquitoes. The rest of the area
is used as a public lavatory. Sometimes,
locals play improvised games of crickel
in it! The steps leading to the tank are

" in a pilful condition.

As late as in 1972, this tank, like
the belter-known . Kapaleeswarar
Temple's Periyakulam, had a float
festival. After all, this was a tank that
is believed to have existed for al least
2000 years.

The tank was made a permanent
slructure in 1875, after the “land was

granted by the East India Company in
perpetuity for the support of the Pagoda
of Kesava Perumal”

As the years went by, large-scale}
urban development took its toll and by}
the 1980s the tank could no longer be

called a water body.

Some tlime in 1980, an NGO; with
the blessings of the Kanchi Acharyas.
built a concrete wall around the almost-
decrepit tank. But after that, nothing
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‘Sheriff was crealed lo summon
sfand and Pelty Juries”

)

0
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i Ihe Charler, which rather

bitiously proclaimed its jurisdiction

Oyer any area within ten English miles
5 ary English Factory in India,
Nambiguously delined the role of the
,1eri!!. The"'Junior of the Councit of
01 5t. George” was to be swomn in

carry oul his duties of office for one

§?r. The Sheriff's duties were "lo

toutz and make return of all process”

glhe Courts and to summon ‘‘the

much was done. There was a proposal fif'cipal inhabitants™ lo serve as Grand
to convert one portion of the lank into il Pelly Juries in these courts. The

a'shopping complex, but this was so

vehemently opposed by most devolees, g &
i The Charter came into effect on -
U"Sday. August 17, 1727. The

that it was dropped. Now, 15 years
later, restoration is at last beginning.

Mocesses included serving Summons

accused and Warrants on defaulters.

occasion was marked by a greal
procession that slarted on the Parade
Ground in the Fort, wended its way
across Old Black Town (where the
High Courl campus now is) and
reached the Company’s Garden House
in Peddanaickenpet where the
Governor and Council waited to
receive the Mayor, the Aldermen and
the Sheriif and administer the oaths of
office. The procession on horseback has
been described as a- wondrous one:
“Major John Roach (the Caplain of the
Garrison) on horseback at the head of
a company of fool-soldiers with keltle-
drum, trumpel and other music; the
dancing girls with country music; the
Peddanaick on horseback at the head
of his peons; the Marshall (in charge
of the Mayor's prisoners) with his staff
on horseback; the Registrar carrying the
old Charter on horseback; the Sergeants
(quards of the Mayor’s Court) with their
maces on horseback; the Old Mayor
on the right hand and the new Mayor
on the lefl; the Aldermen two and fwo
all on horseback; the Company’s chief
peon; the Sherifl with a white wand
on horseback; the chiel gentry in the

town on horseback.”

The first person to carry the “white
wand' in Madras was August Nicholas
Morse, who. was sworn in as Sheriff
on August 22, 1727, ‘

Being a Sheriff of Madras in those
carly days was not without ils moments
of excilement, or, at least, travail.
Sheriff Torriano in 1735 was fined by
the Mayor’s Court for claiming in the
Bill of Sale of a house the fee paid tv
the Choullry Justice™. In 1730, the
Sheriff discovered thal the 10-mile
radius meant nothing when a Poligar
was involved. The Sheriff had arrested
a Poligar of a village which was less
than two miles away from the Fort, for
nol respecting the Fort's jurisdiction. But
the Council ruled thal the Poligars and
their prisoners were protected persons
and ordered the release of the Poligar.
Towards the end of that year, the same
Sherilf was in grealer trouble, this time
almost inciting a religious riot.

On September 28th, Governor
Richard Benyon was stariled by the
roar of a crowd outside his chambers.
Councillors soon leamed that the crowd
wanled the immediate release of
merchants “Perrima Moodalare™ and
“Ram Chundree”, who had been
arrested by the Sherilf simply because
they had “refused to lake certain Oaths
which, they alleged, were contrary to
their religion and the Rules of their
Cast”. Benyon, a born negotiator and
a man who had spent years on the
coasl, was just the man to lackle the
unpleasant situation, which threatened
the mass exodus of the entire Indian
community from within the Company's
bounds “if such a Power was
lolerated™. Benyon, “knowing there
was nothing about which these people
are so tenacious as that which affects
their religious Rite and Ceremonies™,
ordered the release of the merchants
after a prompt inquiry and saved an
ugly situalion.

In 1745, a special seal was
sanctioned for the Sheriff's use,
augmenting the dignity provided by his
white wand and place in the Mayor's

v

Procession. The “Device™ on the seal
was fo be “the Maces crossed on the
Sword in a Mashle, with Shenff of
Madraspatnam in the circle round it".
The next year the French caplured
Madras and remained in occupation till
1749 — all appointments lapsing till the
Charier of George [l was granted on
January 8; 1753. Under this new
Charter, the Sherilf's office was
resurrected, bul, wisely, no mention
was made of the extent of his demesne
— the “ten miles” clause was omitled,
as it was “‘deemed to be fraught with
inconvenience”’, and no wonder, for
the settlement bounds at the time did
not extend anywhere near that limit!

But even within settlement limits,
the Sheriff faced a host of problems in
those days, lor, as a law enforcer, he
often risked the wrath of those
unwilling lo have the law enforced.
The most infamous incident of this sort
happened in Seplember 1779, when
Sherifl William Jackson went to take
possession of a house in
Tiruvatieswaranpettai which had been
bought in public sale by one Captain
Mathaniel Bacon. The house had
belonged to Amcer-ul-Umrah, the
ambitious second son and spoilt
favourite of his father Nawab
Mohammed Ali. When action had
been brought in the Mavor's Court
agains! Ameer for non-seltlement of a
debt and Ameer did nol appear in
Cout, the property was sold to Bacon.
Ameer, however, was not prepared lo
give up his properly without a fight.

When Sheriff Jackson and party
fured up at the house, they were
surrounded by troops in the Nawab's
service and prevented from entering it.
Sherif Jackson hulfed and putfed and
waved hic wand, but all to no avail.
Eventually he had to-send for “the
posse comitalus o assist”. And that was
when the “Subidar and about Forly
Sepoys™ altacked the Sherifl’s party

with reversed muskets and the flats of

their swords. The Sherilf and his party
fled, stit shouting for the posse
comilalus, which seemed to be
strangely slow in turning up. In the first
hundred yards of the rout. Sheriff
Jackson lost his wand. And a few
hundred yards later, “quite exhausted
with running so far in the heat of the
Sun,” he “threw (himsell) into a
Botque or Shop™ and continued calling
oul for his posse, but in vain. The
sepovs then dragged Jackson out of the
shop and thrashed him “'so much that
f was put in fear of my life”. His sword
and hat were stolen and he was then
dragged towards the disputed house,
but on an official coming out from it
«and whispering instnictions to the

Subedar, Jackson was dumped in the -

middle of the road, his sword and hat
thrown at him and "told repeatedly to
Jow"'. And Jao he did, calling now for
his- palanquin and not his posse. The
outcome was that lhe Nawab appealed
to the Council, seeking on behalf of
himself, his brothers, five sons, 107
“Cawns”, 42 Hindu Officials, 3
Commandanis of sepoys and 17
Subedars, the “Privileges of an
independent Prince residing within the
Territory of another Power”. The
whole affair was ignored by the

s,
Dr Chokkalingam, the fast Sheriff of Madras.
in the Sheriff's traditional ceretnonial dress.

© The bewilderment of many & modem
Sheriff of Madras over the functions of
his office prompted us to request
SRIRAM PANCHU, Advocate, 1o
examine the nature of the oftice. The
following nole, on whatcan 5t be
described as ¢ “limbo offic”, was
prepared with the help of Panchu.

e office of the Sheriff,
< introduced into the ladian
Presidency towns of the British
in the 18th Century, no longer
enjoys the importarce it once
did. The palanquins surrounded
by pike-men, or gilded coaches
with prancing Arab steeds and
liverymen, are all long gone;
now even the main work of this
ivstitution — its police duties —
has been taken away.

Once the Sheriff was a power
in the land. The first koown
Sheriff anywhere was appointed
by King Canute (1017-1036)
and described as the *'King’s
steward and judicial president of
the Shire, the administrator of
the royal demesne and the
executor of the law’'. Today's
Sheriff is a long way from that,
though he remains a Royal or
Presidential officer. In Madras,
his duties are mainly ministerial
or ornamental, such as calling
public meetings (a civic function
reminiscent of the ancient right
to call out the populace in
emergencies), reading procla-
_mations, organising fund-raising

campaigns for .civic causes,
meeting visiting dignitaries, and
so forth,

On such ceremonial occa-
sions the Sheriff may don the
uniform prescribed by the Dress
Regulations. This ornate
ceremonial dress is reason
enough to describe the Sheriff as
‘The Man in Black’ for it is an
all-black outfit of serge and silk.
The black, pigeon-breasted court
dress with stand collar and
burnished steel buttons is teamed
with a black (or white)
waistcoat, black breeches
buckled at the knee, black silk
hose and black patent Jeather
shoes, black beaver or cocked
hat, and black silk belt with
black scabbard for sling sword.
Only the lace-frilled and ruffled
white gloves add a touch of
colour to the sombre Sheriff. His
symbol of office is a silver-gilted
white wand. This white wand,
once carried 2t the opening of all
judicial sessions, was replaced by

In recent years, it's been ...

A quiet life for
the Man in Black

a symbolic oar if the Sheriff was
attending a session of the

Admiralty Court. On either

occasion he was acoompanied by
javelin-carrying bailiffs.

Together with most of the
duties, much of the pomp has
gone out of the office today, but
tl : type of man who occupies
the Sherif’s office has remained
the same over the years. He is
invariably a man of substantial
wealth. As Blackstone, the father
of Englisk Jurisprudence, once
stated, ‘‘As the Sheriff may have
the custody of the men of the
greatest property in the County,
bis own estate ought certainly to
e large, that he may be above
all temptation to permit them to
escape or {o join them in their
flight''. The Sheriff may oo
longer have to perform police
duties, but he has to mgzintain
the dignity of his office. This he
can only do if he has
considerable private means, as
the Sheriff receives no salary. So
the practice has been to appoint
to this position only rich,
prominent and influential
citizens. (Government servants,
persons in the legal profession
and those in military service are,
by law, excluded from the
office.)

Indians were first considered
for appointment as Sheriffs early
in the 19tk Century and the first

(Continued on Pr)

Govemment thereafter. And Sherilf
Jackson was left to nurse his bumps and
bruises.

A new Charler in November 1798
abolished the old courts and institutions
and Madras received a Recorder's
Cour, which was to grow into lhe
High Court of today. But the Sheriff's
office continued.

The only known instance of a
Sheriff not being at the receiving end
but using his office for his own ends
happened early in the 19th Century.
Gilbert Ricketts, who was the owner
of the garden house that was to become
Raj Bhavan, had abused his position
as Registrar of the Supreme Court to
embezzle large sums of money from the
estates of deceased persons. The Sheriff
of 1814 was charged with the custody
of the moriies belonging to the Suitors
of the Court in this instance. But he, .
unannounced, quit India and

proceeded to America. And once again
the Suitors lost their money! -

From 1877 onwards, the Sheriff's
powers as a law-enforcer began to
dedline and by 1924 they had become
almost non-existent. Today, the Sherniff
continues, as K Narasimhachari of the
High Court wrote, “merely a
picturesque functionary with purely
ceremonial duties a roi faineant”,
holder of an ancient and honourable
office with long historical traditions and
great dignity, an impressive link with
the past, but NO MORE than that.
(Courtesy: Aside — 1978).

— S.M.

* The incident led lo single point regisiration
of all property, and all persons were asked
to produce to this Authority, within six
months, their fitles to land or houses, failing
which the “proprietors of the Soil”, the.
Company, would take over the property!
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He was one of the grealest jurists

India produced. He dominated the
legal world of Madras about a century
ago. Along with two other great
Juminaries of the day, Sir T Muthu-
swami lyer and Sir S Subramania lyer,
he created history in many respecls in
the old Madras Presidency. Indeed, Sir
Vembakkam Bhashyam Ayyangar,
who alsp sat on the Bench of Madras
High Couri for a while, was a legend
in his lifelime.

Bhashyam Ayyangar was bomn in
the noted Brahmin Ayyangar {amily of
Vembakkam in the- Chengalpattu
District. This little village has given birth
to many well-known Madras
personalities. The galaxy includes the
Hon. V Satagopacharlu and V Raja-
gopalacharlu (great lawyers), V Rama
lyengar (a famed Dewan of Travancore
whose name is enshrined in a sireet in
Vepery as Dewan Rama lyengar
Road), V Rangacharlu (Dewan of
Mysore), V Raghavachari (a noled
police officer popularly known as
‘Police’ Raghavachari, one of the
earliest Indians to be appointed as
Magistrate with powers of a Police
Commissioner.), V V Srinivasa lyengar
and V C Gopalratnam among others.

A brilliant student, Bhashyam
wanted to follow in the footsteps of the
members of the Vembakkam family
who had achieved great success at the
Bar. Al this time, the ambition of most
young men, especially from middie-
class Brahmin families, was fo get a
govemnmen! job. It offered safety,
securiy, a sleady take-home pay packet
and a certain social status. No wonder
Bhashyam Ayyangar was atiracted. He
quit Law College and joined

Sir Vembakkam Bhashyam Ayyangar,

jurist exlraordinary
(Picture courtesy RAGAMI)
Governmenl service as a Sub-Registrar.
However, his mind was nol in it. The
limited scope for advancement ...
boring work ... the absence. of
challenge in duty, all these prompted
Bhashyam Ayyangar to go back to the
study of law. When he took his B.L.
degree, he stood first in the Madras
Presidency; second was T Muthuswami
lyer!

Bhashyam joined the chambers of
the then Advocate-General of Madras,
0. Sullivan. (Sullivan lived in a palatial
mansion in an area named after him,
Sullivan's Garden in Mylapore. The
nzme was recently changed in memory
ol another great citizen, Sir P.S. Siva-
sami lyer).

Sullivan, greatly impressed by his
apprentice’s brilliance, intellect and
capacity for tireless industry, forelold
— and it is on record — that his disciple
would occupy the highesl posilions an
Indian could in that age.

When Bhashyam enrolled himself
as an adovate of the Madras High
Court, the Bar was dominated by the
Brilish barristers practising in the city.
Working hard and fighting many
prejudices the ‘native vakil” made his

‘Rs. 50,000!

questions are from the period
December 16 to 31, 1995.)

1. According to a World Bank report,
which is the richest country in the
world with a GDP of $39,8507

. Who has been chosen as the ‘Time
Man of the Year' for 19957

3. Who has been named as the first

" recipient of the International Gandhi
Peace Prize, worth Rs 1 crore.and a
citation?

4. What 268-year-old ‘oramental’ post
was abolished in Madras on December
20th?

5. Where in West Bengal was a huge
cache of sophisticated arms dropped by
an AN-26 aircraft, leading to a furore-in
the country?

6. Why was the small village of Mandi
Dabwali in the Sirsa District of Haryana
in the news? '

7. What medical landmark was achieved
at the Apollo Hospital in Madras on
December 24th? :

8. Name the easy-going crooner, and one
half of a great comedy act, who passed
away on December 25th.

9. Which bowler was called for
‘throwing’ by an Australian umpire,
leading to a controversy in cricketing
circles?

10. At the recently concluded SAF Games
in Madras, who won the blue riband
100 metres in athletics for men and
women respectively?

11. Name the Tamil film, to be produced
by KT. ‘Gentleman’ Kunjoman,
which is going to be Sushmita's Sen'’s
debut on the silver screen.

N

(Quizmaster V.V. RAMANAN's

12. Name the autobiography of
Khushwant Singh, the publication of
which has been restrained by the Delhi
HCafter Maneka Gandhi filed a suit.

13. He was only the fourth non-chanipion
1o become a member of the presligious
All England Club at Wimbledon.
Who?

14, The Madras-Mangalor¢ Mail on
Decemnber 27th became the first train
in the country to have what sanitary
innovation.

15. Mithun Devangan, a cook from
Bombay, has been listed in the Limca
Bock of Records for watching a
pariicular film the most number of
times, 120. Name the film.

16. John Hillman of Britain, on stepping
out of an Air India flight on December
15th, was personally greeted by the
Union Civil Aviation Minister. What
distinction did he achieve, a first for the
country? ‘

17. On December 18th, a Hindi film
became the first to be previewed on
‘cyberspace’, i.e. the World Wide Web
on the Internet. Which was the film.

18. According lo unnamed Clinton sources,
how much finandal aid has lsrael asked
from the U.S. if it is to withdraw from
Golan Heights?

19. What feat did Polish adventurer Marek
Kaminski become the first man to
perform in the same year?

20. The World's largest Guiness Book of
Records museum, spread over two
hectares, was opened recerttly. In
which country?

(Answers on p. 8)

way lo the forefront of the Bar till he
occupied an equal status with the British
barristers. It was a gplden age in the
history of the Madras High Court and
the vakils who made it possible were
S Subramania lyer, P Annandacharlu,
C R Pattabirama lyer (Sir C P Rama-
swami lyer was his son) and the most
successful of them all, Bhashyam
Ayyanagar.

"Quickly he built up a large practice
as a civil lawyer and belore long his
income was in the neighbourhood of
five figures a month at a time when

sovereign gold sold for 13 rupees and

five litres of peirol was on tap at 25

paise! There was a period when:
 Bhashyam Ayyangar’s monthly income

was believed 1o have touched
His intellect and
knowledge of law won him the
approbation of the Brilish rulers who
bestowed on him a knighthood and the
orthodex Brahmin lawyer came to be
known as Sir Vembakkam. However,

" the Government of Madras treated him

unfairly when it came to appointing
him Advocate-General. It did appoint
him as A.G. twice, but both occasions
were short, lemporary stints. Even
though the Governor and his Advisors
were aware that Bhashyam Ayyangar

- richly deserved the high office on a

permanent basis, they failed to do

justice to him merely because he was.

an Indian.

When in the 1890's Sir T Muthu--

swami lyer, the first Indian High Court
judge, was lo retire, Bhashyam
Ayyangar was offered his place. He was
initially reluctant to accept the offer. His
income was several times higher than
a High Court Judge's salary! Besides,
a judge had to retire at the age of sixty
and was not permitted to practice at the
same High Court thereafter. Bhashyam
Ayyangar explained the position to the
Governor, Lord "Ampthill. The
Govemnor recommended his case to the
Secretary of the State for India in
London and, after much hesitation, the
period of judgeship was extended by
six months.

However, Bhashyam Ayyangar
was keen lo resume his practice after
retirement, something which had not
been done by anyone else. A
controversy arose over this and
Bhashyam Ayyangar sought the
opinion of a famous Brilish barrister.
John D Mayne. (Mayne was not only
a successful lawyer but also the author
of a classic textbook on Hindu Law.

Mayne's Hindu Law, even today much

respected and quoted in Indian cours.
undenwent several editions, suitably re-
written by legal giants like S Srinivasa
lyengar. who was Bhashyam's
Ayyangar's son-indaw and also a
Congress party leader). Mayne opined
that legally there was no prohibilion
preventing a High Court judge from
praclising in the same court and,
accordingly, Bhashyam Ayyangar
resumeq his practice after relirement.
Bhashyam Ayyangar was no
orator. In fact. he spoke slowly. often
haltingly and his delivery was heavy.
ponderous and unattractive o a listener.
But his arguments were filled with
wisdom, legal skills and knowledge of
faw. He had a phenomenal memory
and never referred o books or casc
records while arguing in court.
Bhashyam Ayyangar was infercsted
only in Law, Law and Law! Nothing
clse mattered. When he was down

f & Many men an¢ wome
contributed to the unforgett-
able Madras that existed in
the first half of thia century.
Statesmen ... lawyers ...
judges ... doctors ... writers
... journaliets ... musiclans ...
film personalities ... theatre-
devotees ... pertorming
artists ... social workers ...

~ educationists ... Indians ...
Sritish ... All of them did thelr
bit to make Madras the grand

city it was before the sacond
hatf of the century began. In
this series, you will meet
many of them, the men and
women who have earnad
thelr place In the history of
Wedrss between 1300 and
1650. Come, take a walk
down Madras memory-!ane
witth ma and let us rementbay
thair contributions.

R.G.

with illness, the doctor advised him to
stay in bed and permitted only light
reading. One day, he asked his wife

o get him a book from the shelf; it was

a thick legal text discussing problems
of a most complicaled nalure! On
anolher occasion, during a friendly
chat, one of his professional colleagues

mentioned a famous English essay titled

‘Compensation’, by a noted writer.
Bhashyam Ayyangar exclaimed that he
had not heard of such a book on the
law of compensation and asked his-
[riend when the book was published!

Bhashyam Ayyangar wielded
enormous influence and clout with the
provincial government and his word
would easily fetch an applicant at least
a Tahsildarship. If Bhashyam Ayyangar
gave a signed visiling card, a Deputy
Collectorship was certain!  Conse-
quenily, many young men accom-
panied by their fathers called on him
every moming. One auspicious day,
a father and son came for such a favour
and Bhashyam Ayyangar gave the boy
a signed visiling card. In gratitude, the
young man prosiraed himself and
touched the jurist’s feet. while the father
remarke¢, "My son is a very good
fellow. Please bless him, Sirl"" Much-

L~

to the shock of all present, Bhashyain
Ayyangar snalched the visiting card
back and told the parent and son to
leave!

“Both of you can go ... No job for
your son ... You know why, my dear
fellow? You told me that your son was
a good person ... A good fellow is

A
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Tadras will host an international
% eminar on MASKS, and their use

q ftuals . and _performances, from
g} anuary 2 1st to the 24th. The seminar

s being organised by the Madras Craft
EFoundation, which has, in the past,
. inviled several masked performances,

Biiike Padayani, from Kerala.
B! Masks, masquerade and the

S

Einanilold forms of guise and disguise
fiihave always been modes of particularly
Fliniense cultural expression, modes in
filwhich cultuzes give voice to many of
fihe most powerful and most subtle
fiunderstandings of the self and the
iord.

i The mask traditions of Southem
lndia, especially Kerala, are still vibrant

usually a good-for-nothing fellow! | and present unique opportunities for

don't recommend such chaps! To get
on in life you must be at least slightly
mischievous. Good day!”

Sir Vembakkam lived in a palatial

mansion, Lakshmi Vilas, on Luz §

bobservation and analysis. They also
parallei the living traditions of masked
erformance in Southeast Asia, Japan
hand West Asia. Yet no serious studies

Church Road. In later years Lakshmi §

Vilas was rented by the Issue &
Depariment of the Reserve Bank of @
India. Today, this historic mansion,
suitably re-modelled, houses the §

Kamadhenu Cinema. However, he

was simple and orthodox in his living g
Bl Janvary 23 — Febraary 3: ‘A Shifting

took his own food, coffee and water i Focus:

style. Wheneverhealtendedparties he

and never touched anything on the |
host's table.
While arguing in courl one day, |

Bhashyam Ayyangar took suddenly ill {2
and collapsed near the famous marble &
statue of Sir T Muthuswami Iyer in,the
Madras High Courl. It was perhaps the |

most fitting end for a legal giant.

(Continued from P 1)
study on bringing components into the
country. Parker had good news for
Indian automobile component
manufacturers (several of them are
based in Tamil Nadu) when he said
that Ford intended to encourage its core
component suppliers worldwide to
enter into joint ventures in India or
establish licensing agreements with
Indian suppliers. A meeting of all the
top component suppliers to Ford would
be held next month in London, he said,
where details about the vast potential
of the Indian market would be made
clear to them.

Mahindra-ford plans to source
70 per cent of.its requirements locally
in a year's time, when the first Fiesta
cars will start to roll out. Suppliers
would, however, have to conform to
Ford's stringent quality standards.

The advantages that will accrue to
Tamil Nadu as a result of the
‘Mahindra-Ford car project can be better
appreciated by looking at the plans
Mahindra & Mahindra has made to
help in developing the State's
infrastructure. These include the setting

Fords are coming

up of an exclusive industrial park fo
auto components, development o

smaller ports on built-operate-transfer l
(BOT) basis, building a 100-reom four- &

star hotel, and establishing a steel}

- service centre and metal stamping unit,
both of which will principally cater to
the Mahindra Ford projet. -~ *  §

Ford's sefting up a plant in§

Maraimalainagar is indeed a major
boost for Tamil Nadu and will go 2
long way in consolidating its positicn
as India's number one State-in the
automobile industry. However, all eyes i
will be on the Fiesta when it makes its f
appearance on Madras roads a yea' }
from now, and on other Ford models i
which, no doubt, will start to move out
from the plant later.

Of the project cost, half the sum is /3

By
H
i
&
A3
P

_expected to came from term loans and 8

the balance will be contributed equally i
by Mahindra & Mahindra and Foed's. 38
company ‘will also be imvestingii
Rs 200 crores in Nashik, Mahiarasht 78§
erecling a new facility by the side ol 8
M & M’s plant — to build the Fordfg
Escort modified for Indian conditions ¥

e .

S Do)
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‘CityScapes’ competition will be on

&

]

]anuary: ‘Artist of the Month’: Ravi
Shankar {at Max Mueller Bhavan).

: Photography in India
& 1350-1900". A fascinating selection of
photographs from the Indian subcontinent
drawn from the archives of the Oriental
and India Office Collections of the British
Library and brought to India by the
Eritish Council. These 150 images
represents the golden age of
photography in India, from 1850 to the
tum of the century. They.are an
invaluable record of the landscape, people
and architectural heritage of the country.

The shifting focus of the exhibion’s
title refers both to the kaleidoscopic range
of subjects recorded by Ihe camera as well
as the late Twentieth Century attempt to
¥ encourage a rere-ding of historical
photographic images. (11 am to 7 pm
daily, except Sunday, at Lalit Kala
Akademi.)

sifanuary 23 — February 3: An

exhibition of shortlisted entries from the

A Padavani Bhairavi mask
have been devoted to South Indian
masks, whether on their own or in
comparative perspective. The Kerala
tradition of Theyyam and Padayani
represents a richness that could easily
sustain longterm study by several
scholars. '

Padayani is the ritualistic
masquerade that encourages crealivity
in crafts, poetry and dancc Kali the

display. Ten photographs selected from
this regional shortlist will be sent lo
Bombay for the finals of the compelition.
The finalists will be displayed at the British
Coundl during March/Apsl 1996 (11 am
to 7 pm daily, except Sunday at the
British Coundil).

January 24: ABCS Seminar on ‘Madras
First'. The purpose of the seminar is fo
bring government officials and committed
groups together for the -Sustainable
Madras City' Projed. Reggiration fee: Rs.
30. For delails: Dr M Naseema,
Secretary, ABCS, Tel: 4928616 (10 pm
to 4 pm at C P R Environmental
Education Centre).

January 27: ‘Beyond. the Palette’ —

Charity Auction of Tépestries produced
during two international workshops on
Creative Weaving — Synthetic Dyes
(1991) and Natural Dyes (1992).

9.30 — 11.00am: Tapestries on View
11,00 — 2.00 pm: Auction conducted
by S Raghavan (Murray & Co) (At Taj
Coromandel Ballroom 1) :

[ask tradition

Goddess is angry and fo lessen Her
anger, different amusements are offered

Her and poeiry sung fo Her with a play

on different letters. People who have
takent vows also make these masks and
get children to-wear them and dance
for Kali.

The seminar participants will
present papers on different aspects of
the mask tradition. They will also
g0 down to Kerala to see Theyyam and
Padayani in their native context. In
Madras, they will see demonstrations
of the Topeng ritual mask tradition of
Bali, by | Made Djimat and Christina
Formaggia, and of the Chau mask
dance by Sharan Lowen. They will
also witness a performance of
Narthevan Gudigadu Koothu Prahlada
Charitam.

— V R DEVIKA

The age-old tradiion of Indian
handlooms is barely able to withstand the
onslaught of mechanisation. To
resuscitate this ailing art and lo explore
its vast untapped polential, Max Mueller
Bhavan made a small contribution by
organising two workshops for nleraction
between traditional weaver-craftsmen and
modern crealive artists. MMB's pariner
in this experiment were lhe Tasara
Weavers' Association, Beypore/Calicut,
and its founders V Vasudevan and his
brother V Balakrishnan. They and their
whole family, together with the craftsmen
working with them, offered the use of
their looms and other facilities for two
consecutive years. They placed their skills
and expertise at the disposal of 29
oulstanding artists, who — coming from
different parts of India, Europe and
America — lived together in a common
campus for three weeks and shaed théir
working - and leisure hours most
beneficially. This cooperation was the
rockbed for the discovery of a new

" aesthelic idiom: an integration of

An open letter from
The Madras Players

For almost thirty years now,
the Madras Players has
brought Madras a range of
productions — large and small,
serious and light-hearted, theatre
of universal appeal, as well as
rooted in the Indian context. We
feel that, over time, a partner-
ship has developed between us
and our audience — you enjoy
good theatre, and in doing so fuel
our enthusiasm aad efforts in
producing it.

As an amateur theatre group,
however, we face several
limitations. We can contribute
our honest intention as actors
and directors, but there are
many external factors which
inhibit us from doing some kinds
of plays we -would like to do!

* Production costs involving

elaborate sets, sound and
lighting; costs of hiring halls for
large audiences; publicity and
administrative costs — these
have all been steadily escalating,
bringing down the number of
productions a year. In order to
deal with this, we tend to focus
on major productions which will
draw large audiences, and help
us cover our costs. But in the
process, we miss out on other
Iinds of exciting theatre which
we would very much like to
experiment with, and share with
you.

We enjoy doing major
productions for larger audiences,
and will continue to do so. But
equally, we would like to do
challenging and entertaining
low-budget plays for smaller
audiences, conserving energy
and costs on aspects. such as
theatre space, publicity etc. We

believe that there is a core
audience which would welcome
and support such. theatre
activity.

With this in mind, The
Madras Players is now starting
a theatre club which we invite
you to join. The annual
membership fee is Rs. 200. The
Madras Players Theatre Club ’
will:

. — Produce three plays a

year for its members.
Each year’s programme -
will be anncunced at the
beginning of the year.

= Stage these plays at
several small theatres in
the city. Members will be
notified of venues, dates
and times.

We hope, in time, to expand
the activities to workshops,
informal readings and discussion
of plays, and any other theatre-
related activities members might
wish to suggest and be involved
in.

To launch the Madras
Players Theatre Club, Yamuna
will stage Mahesh Elkunchwar's
play Reflections at Paripam,
Injambakkam (bebind Chola-
mandal Artists' Village), at 7.00
pm on Saturday, February 10,
1996.

Do send in your Cheque/
D.D. in favour of **Tejaswi Acct.
The Madras Players” Clo.
Bhagirathi Narayanan (address
given below), along with your
name, address and phone
number.

BHAGIRATHI NARAYANAN
417 Urur Olcolt Road

V Avenue, Besant Nagar
MADRAS-600 090

(Continued from P5)

to hold the office in Madras was
Sir S Ramaswami Mudaliar,
f|  Sheriff in 1886 and 1887. Our
§| first woman Sheriff was Mrs
g Mary Clubwala Jadhav, in
1957.

§{ nominated on the first Tuesday

in December every year and

assumes office on December’
20tk (the 21st, if the 20th is a

Sunday or public holiday). Soon

after assumption of office, the

Sheriff, in consultation with the. -

Chief Justice, appoints an
honorary Under-Sheriff (a-post

created in 1940), to act for the - -

Sheriff in his absence. _
A Deputy Sheriff was first™
nominated in Madras in 1753 to.
serve as an honorary deputy to
the Sheriff, but the post was soon
abolished. In fact, between
1852 and 1880, there were
tiumerous proposals to abolish
the Shrievalty itself all over India
and set up a permanent judicial
establishment to do the Sheriff’'s

The Sheriff of Madras is

fan in

through, but in Madras a
permanent Sheriff's office was’
established in the 1880s. On a
suggestion made in 1922 by
Sheriff M Ct Muthiah Chettiar,
a permanent Deputy Sheriff was
appointed (by the High Court)
and the process-serving office
came under him in 1924.
The Sheriff's office is today
merged with that of the Registrar

of the High Court and is run by

the Deputy Sheriff. The Sheriff's
office handles the serving of
Summons and Warrants and
_executes the Writs and Orders of
the Courts. ~Though the
Summons still go out *‘in the
name of the Sheriff of Madras”,

- the Sheriff himself has nothing

to do with them and has little to
do even with the small office in
the High €ourt building where
a few clerks and bailiffs function
under the Deputy Sheriff.
Probably the only Sheriff in
India who still has any Court
functions is the Sheriff of
Calcutta, who, by tradition, must

be present when the High Court

Black

Sheriffs are appointed
annually and this was always the .
intention — Madras’s first
Recorder and Chief Justice, Sir
Thomas Strange, making this
clear in a ruling in 1814, when
the question was first raised. But
from 1861 to 1922, and again
after 1958, there have been
Sheriffs who've served
consecutive terms, though the
trend now is once again for
yearly terms oaly.

A Sheriff of Madras enjoys all
the trappings of office even now.
He flies a flag on his car, wears
the ceremonial dress (which he
must pay for himself) at official
functions and ranks 31st in the
Warrant of Precedence. But for
all the glamour, he has precicus
little to do. Yet since there are
no clearly defined duties. or
limitations . to the office, an
energetic Sheriff could well
make himself and the office
more powerful and influential in
the promotion of public causes. °
(Courtesy: Aside — 1978)

traditional textile craft and the formal
language of modem art.

The inspiration for these workshops
was provided by the French artist M
Chevray.and especially hy Ludwig Pesch
wilhout whose involvement much of the
success of this project would have been
inpossible.

As the concluding phase of this
cooperation between traditional weavers
and modemn artists, Max Mueller Bhavan
is now organising an auction of the
tapestries and has transfered the property
rights of the carpets to the Crafis Council

. of India so that a major share of the

proceeds can be used to establish a charity

" fund for an indigent weavers’ community

of Tamil Nadu which will be
administered by the Crafis Coundil of
India with the help of the respective
cooperalives. Donations (Proceeds) to the
Crafts Council of India are exempt from
Income Tax under 80G Income Tax Act
1961.

February: “Atist of the Month': Sajitha
Shankar (At Max Mueller Bhavan).
February 2: ‘Environment Protection
Today in India and Germany’ — A
Comparison Lecture by Dr Frank Seeck,
National Productivity Council, Madras.
Dr Seeck is an expert on prevention and
control of industrial air pollution. (At Max

Mueller Bhavan, 5.30 pm)

. o Lower fuel consumpton

— SM
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s the bells rang out 1995, they rang

12-year-old Chhavi Madan into the
Guinness Books of Records for her feat
of swimming across ten inter-
‘national channels in a calendar
year. Chhavi, who had, till Septernber
‘95, crossed eight channels, swam two
more in quick succession at the end of
the year — the Rottenest Channel, off
Australia, and the stretch between Ross
Island and Port Blair to reach the magic
figure of ten channel<crossings in a year.

While girls in their teens hang
around slar sporismen for their
autographs, Chhavi, an eighth standard
student at Kendriya Vidyalaya, HT
Campus, Madras, is busy signing
autographs for her schoolmates. Success
hasn't gone to the head of this little
Indian mermaid. She is just like the kid
next door, reading Nancy Drew, the
Hardy Boys and Enid Blyton, except
for the fact that she goes for long
distance sea swims regularly. It is no
surprise that a character in one of her
favourite novels inspired Chhavi to
perform her swimming feats. Bul
another young Madras achiever,
Kutraleeswaran, also played a role. -

Chhavi, daughter of Col (Dr)
Madan and Dr. Molly Madan from
Calcutta, read an article about
Kutraleeswaran in a magazine scme
time in late 1994. The little gir!, who
used to swim in the Army Swimming
Pool, Barrackpore, immediately got

interested in long distance sea swims.
The chance to seek her goal came
when she, along with her mother and

younger brother Akshay,” came to-

Madras on a holiday. They contacted
R V Veerabadharan, who was training
Kutraleeswaran for his Palk Strait swim.
Veerabadharan was initially sceptical
about Chhavi's capability, but he was
astounded by how much she improved
every day.

Meanwhile, the family experienced
the pangs of an uncertain future. Col.
Madan, who was stationed in Calcutta,
had to live alone, while the trip to
Madras cost Dr Molly Madan her
Jucrative medical practice there. Further,
the cost of having two establishments
added to the strain. Above all, the
doctor couple were concerned about
the children missing school, in pursuit
of an uncertain sporting future which
was nol lucrative enough for them
to take the risk.

Dr Molly Madan decided to pack
up and leave for Calcutla. But the
strong-willed Chhavi, who had listed
all the pros and cons on a sheet of
paper, announced that her mother
could go back without her as she
wanted to pursue her ambition to swim
a channel. That was the last time the
Madans were in doubl.

Dr Molly admitted her children in
the lIT Kendriya Vidyalaya. And soon
afterwards, fortune-similed when Dr

It is a safe guess that the South
Asian Federation Games,
which the Sports Development
Authority of the Jayalalitha
Government organised in
Madras recently, have sown the
seeds of a revolution in Tamil
Nadu sport. Never before had a
sports competition caught the
imagination of the Tamil Nadu
sports fans as these Games.
While the Games made the
Tamil Nadu public more sport-
conscious than ever before, it is
now up to the State sports
authorities to drive home the
advantage and thus help the
State contribute more persons to
future National squads. Equally
important is the Tamil Nadu
Government's task of making
full use of the new, costly
infrastructure it provided for the
Games — infrastructure which
has made Madras India's best-
equipped sports city. The
airconditioned indoor stadium
within a stone's-throw of the
Nehru Stadium, the modern
tennis stadium at Nungam-
bakkam, the swimming pool at
Velachery and ithe rengvated
. hockey stadium at Egmore will
all need the constant attention of
dedicated and knowledgeable
officials not only to vindicate the
tons of money that went into
their construction, but also to
save them from deterioration.
In keeping with the record-
breaking championships, in
which India stole the thunder,
was the media coverage the
Games got. The number of
Presspersons who covered the
Games, indeed, added to the list
of records the Games established.
Never before in the history
of South Indian sport had so
many Presspersons — reporters
and photographers — turned up

Games memorable
N many ways

to cover a competition, national
or international. The media
centre of the Nehru Stadium was
packed not only by Indian
journalists but also by media
persons from Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and the other countries.
Unfortunately, they all had a
bitter, unforgettable opening
ceremony, if their opening day
entry into the Nehru Stadium is
recalled. For security reasons,
and without being informed,
they were forced to climb as
many as four narrow staircases
and then get down into the Press

box, which they could enter only
after a hop, step and jump!

Fortunately, thanks to the
efforts of the Tamil Nadu Sports
Journalists' Association. Presi-
dent, S Thyagarajan, and
Secretary, R Easwar, and media
criticism, the journalists did not
have to.go through subsequent
ordeals. Thanks again to media
criticism, old, unusable type-
writers, which provided a
shameful picture, were promptly
replaced by new ones.

But the journalists can never
forget the first-day ordea! of
being forced to climb staircases
while lifts were available. It gave
the impression that every writer
was taken for a suspect, despite
the accreditation card he carried. -
Indian journalists’ bodies, not
merely sports journalists'
associations, will do well to take
steps to see that a journalist's
accrediation card, with his/her
name, age, country, journal, etc.
given in it, means something.

Chavi Madan, channel-swimming mermaid.

Madan got a transfer to Madras. The
Madans then began their life in Madras,
which thereafter was to revolve around
Chhavi.

Chhavi's tryst with long distance
swimming records started on January
23, ‘95, when she cross the 33 km
between Neil Island and Port Blair in

the Andamans in 2hrs.52m and 58s.

With that swim she became the first

*] wanted to be in one piece; I had
already broken my ankle, knee and
finger at different times in
competitions,” she smiles. But Karate
has helped her a lot in her swimming,
she feels. “It has helped me to be
flexible and develop a strong mental
make-up,” Chhavi says.

Crossing the English Channel is
Chhavi's goal, but a new rule puts the
minimum age as 16 for swimmers to
get their swim recognised. This has put
a spoke in Chhavi's wishing wheel.

According to Col. Madan,
swimming is a systematic exercise
which has no .adverse side-effects if
done properly. To the question whether
small children might be physiologically
affected and burn out early in life, he
answers, ‘'] have not come across any
reports of injuries due o swimming-at
a young age. At times, | have even told
Chhavi to leave sea swimming if she
doesn't like it, but she was determined

in the world fo cross this strait. Soon
afferwards, she swam the Palk Straits,
then the Dardanelles, Zurich Lake, the
Straits of Gibraltar (she was the
youngesl to cross this Strait — her time
4 hrs. 10 m.), the Solent Channel (a
double channel swim in the UK), the
Messina Straits, the Isle of Zannone to
San Felice Cicero, ltaly, Rottenest and
Ross Island to Port Blair.

Speaking of her achievements,
Chhavi rates her eighth swim, the
28 km stretch between the Isle of
Zannone and San Felice Cicero, the
toughest, as the sea was extremely
rough and threw her frail little body up
and down. “After four hours in the sea,
I thought of getting into the boat. But
the thought of breaking the 35-year-
old record and making eight swims in
a year made me continue,”" she recalls.
Chhavi completed the distance in 9 hrs.
30 m; according to her, had the sea
not been rough she would have
finished the swim two hours earlier.

Like her swims in Europe, Chhavi's
26-day European trip was a tough one.
Says Col. Madan, “We lravelled in a
car throughout, as train travel was
costly. Further, we spent most of the
nights inside the car as hotel
accommodatibn was beyond our
budget!".

Apart from taking to the sea,

* Chhavi is.adepl at painting, singing and

dancing. She is also a green belt holder
in Karate. Why didn't she pursue
Karate and obtain the coveled black
belt instead of switching to sea
swimming?

to coniplele the ten swims. Further, we
didn't want to suppress her talent.”
Seconding her father, Chhavi says
she is not missing her childhood, nor
has she exerted herself exira to achieve
what she has. And as if to put an end
to the topic, Chhavi reveals thal she

is now practising short distance

swimming under the guidance of
K T Muralidharan. While importance
is given to endurance for sea
swimming, pool swimming calls for

The Doctors Madan and their ‘waler ba  ;
(Pictures by V S RAGHAVAN)
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technique, - actics, speed, agllxty
different types of strokes.

Speaking about her futuref {_.,
competitive swimming, K T Mutis
dharan says, “Chhavi is good for {8
200 metres, in the Nationals. She [
the stamina, power and shef] Li' !
improving her technique. In the Serjg
Nationals she can compete in the &
melres”

L

Chhavi, in order lo carve heme

mﬁw“‘"\q

name in competitive swimmilde

practises at the Shenoy Na
Swimming Pool three times a wedl
Will Chhavi take off from where mr
Millet left off in this pool? Only tz
will tell.

ANSWERS
TO QUIZ

1. Luxembourg; 2. Mr. New Gingrich,
Speaker of the US. House'; 3. Julius Nyrere,
the former President of Tanzania; 4. The
Sheriff of Madras; 5. Purulia; 6.1t was
where over 400 children died in a fire at
a local school; 7.The first multiorgan
transplant and the first liver transplant in the
country; 8.Dean Martin; 9. Muthiah
Muralitharan of Sri Lanka; 10. Chinthaka
De Soysa (men) and Susanthika Jayasinghe
(women), both from Sri Lanka;
11, Rakchakan (Saviour); 12. Truth, Love
and a Little Malice;; 13. lvan Lendl,; 14. To
be equipped with biclogical tollets; 15. Hum
Aapke Hain Kaun; 16. The two millionith
visitor to the country in the vear;
17. Trimurti; 18. $ 12 billion; 19. To cross
bolh the North and South Poles;
20. Taiwan.
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It’s a small world...

and we at MAC Industries,
realise it too often.

MAC

@ 1992 - Exports cross
Rs.15 crores. Recognised by
Government of India as an
Export House.

©® 1994 - Exports cross
Rs.75 crores. Recognised
as a Trading House. -

® 1995 - Exports estimated to
cross Rs.100 crares.

Now, isn't that once too often?
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