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Taking a look
at Pulicat

(By A Special Correspondent)

hen a Dutch engineer
recently walked into
INTACH's office in Chennai,
he set off yet another look at
Pulicat. Dr Sanjeeva Raj and
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MUSINGS

Rewarding the violator

irst it was VDIS. Then

Samadhan. Now, it’s the
Chennai Metropolitan Devel-
opment Authority’s regularisa-
tion drive. “The scheme is noth-
ing but a reward for violators,”
says Louis Menezes, Executive
Director, Foundation for Fair
Practices in Property. Develop-
ment (FAIRPRO), and a
former member secretary of the
MMDA. The move is a blow to
honest builders, residents and
even the general public,” he
adds.

CMDA is the authority that
is empowered to sanction plans
and layouts in greater Chennai.

Itis accepted that it has no field
level staff, like the Corporation
of Chennai has, to supervise
construction activities in its
area of jurisdiction. But that

should not be the reason for

CMDA to escape from its pri-
mary responsibility. It should
have made adequate arrange-
ments with the Corporation to
bring any building violations to
its notice immediately.
Whether it had or not and
whether the Corporation staff
failed in their duty is not the
issue. What is that one of these
organisations must be held ac-
countable for what the author-

ity itself acknowledges, namely
that around 50 per cent of the
city’s constructions are in viola-
tion of sanctionec plans. Instead
of CMDA consicering itself ac-
countable, we get this regulari-
sation scheme which will
largely benefit the violator.
Even if the scheme is open only
up to May 29, 1999 (and only
for those buildings constructed
upto March 1, 1999).

The CMDA had hoped to
rein in all the viclztors and build
up its coffers through penalties.
But in spite of announcements
that those who voluntarily ad-

- (Continued on Page 6) |

Registered with the Registrar of

his CRENEIO team are already
studying the Pulicat Lake and
backwaters from the ecological
point of view. So are study
groups from Madras Christian
College. On the other hand,
Government with its plans for
the industrial development of
Ennore's islands is also looking
at Pulicat Lake and its environs
— possibly with a view to find-
ing ways and means to mitigate
the environmental disaster it
will cause in the lake and sur-
rounds if all its plans are imple-
mented. Now the Dutch engi-
neer has spurred INTACH's in-
terest in the area, particularly
Pulicat town and neigh-

bourhood.

The Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment has identified 38 heritage
towns in Tamil Nadu and it has
commissioned studies for the
development of the first lot of
them. Pulicat is not in the list of
38, despite its heritage. What
INTACH plans todois todo a
model study of Pulicat on its
own and submit it to the Gov-
ernment so that the studies of
the other towns may be made
along the same lines.

Pulicat (Ta: Palaverkadu,
Pulikadu, Palayakadu??) was
the first Dutch settlement on
the Coromandel, The Nether-
lands East India Company sink-
ing roots here in 1609. By 1619
the Dutch had built Castle
Geldria and made it their east-

ern headquarters. But when *

Dutch interest moved to the
East Indies (now Indonesia),
the importance of Castle
Geldria waned and, eventually,
in 1781, the British took it over.
By then Fort. St George was
Britain's pride on the Coroman-
del, so Castle Geldria was
allowed to fall into ruin. Today,
its moat is filled with shrub. Bits

(Continued on Page 6)

INSIDE © :
® The young DO care!
@ TCS leads revolution
® An endangered species
| @ Two heritage centres -

© @ An IOBian surprise

Newspapers for India under
R.N. 53640/91

May 16-31, 1999

Hope for
Project,
not for
villagers

(By a Staff Reporter)

f the villagers of Kattupalli
Ennore ‘island’ had hoped
that they would have to face
one threat less when a 1047
MW gas turbine power project
that was to come up near their
village was stalled by a court
dispute, they were mistaken.
Luxembourg-based GMH has
taken complete control of the
project by buying out its Indian
partners with whom it was
locked in dispute.

GMH originally held 60 per
cent of the stake in the project,
the House of Kedias the rest.
The dispute, over who should
have controlling rights over the
project, has now been settled
with GMH buying out Kedias
and it has informed the Tamil -
Nadu Electricity Board that it
would implement the project.

Originally a naphtha-based
project, the promoters changed
it to an LNG-fuelled project
when it was informed that
naphtha was not likely to be
available. LNG, it was ex-
pected, would be supplied from
the LNG terminal at the new
Ennore port that is under de-
velopment.

Madras Musings, however,
understands that the TNEB is
in two minds about the loca-
tion of this project. With Si-
emens already drawing up plans
for a 2000 MW LNG-based
power project near Ennore, the
TNEB is wondering whether
two LNG-based power projects
in one area might not be one
too many. As for Kattupalli's
villagers, they keep wondering
what their fate will be with all
this development..
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Concerted action against adulterated fuel?

hen some of the mem-

bers of CONCERT, “a
young consumer organisation of
old and experienced persons” met
K Srinivasan, 15, Secretary, De-
partment of Consumer Affairs,
and told him of the level of adul-
teration in the petrol market in
Chennai — and that this was no
different from elsewhere in the
country — he immediately prom-
ised to help organise a workshop

where all the leading players in

the petroleum products business
could hear CONCERT out. No
sooner said than done... and a
closed door workshop was held
in Chennai recently to discuss the
problem. And the good news was
that apart from Srinivasan, there
were three other senior IAS offic-
ers at the head table, The Man
From Madras Musings under-
stands: T S Vijayaraghavan, Sec-
retary, Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas; M Ramu, Secretary,
Co-operation, Food and Con-
sumer Protection, Government
of Tamil Nadu; and Santha
Sheela Nair, Special Commis-
sioner and Commissioner Civil
Supplies and Consumer Protec-
tion, Government of Tamil Nadu.
What heartened the organisers
was that every organisation in-
volved with the problem was rep-
resented by senior officials with
some clout. The workshop was
patently being taken serious,
MMM was told.

MMM understands that the
workshop almost unanimously
agreed that petrol and diesel were
being adulterated with hexane
and kerosene. And the poor were
being deprived of their kerosene
by this diversion. This near-con-
sensus only echoed a Tata Eco-
nomic Consultancy Services re-
port for the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion in 1995 (see box). 10C, ap-
parently, never agreed with the
findings, but the smoke generated

by TECS has never quite subsided
since, as was seen at the workshop,
MMM was told. In this context,
CONCERT's presentation only
emphasised a problem that every-
one present seemed fully aware of.
But it did get them to look at the
problem in concerted fashion.

The CONCERT presentation,
MMM hears, focussed on the three
tests recommended by IOC to
check for adulteration of a petro-
leum product and stated that they
were not conclusive. Instead, it
recommended a Gas Chromato-
graph test which would show the
“individual footprints of every
single molecule” and suggested the
setting up of labs equipped for
such testing in all towns over
500,000 population. Stating that
profits from adulteration amoun-
ted to an estimated Rs.3500 crore
a year, CONCERT pointed out
that setting up such labs would not
cost "even 1%" of that amount. It
also pointed out that bulk users
like the Railways and the trans-
port corporations and lorry own-
ers' associations could set up their
own labs.

But while the tests suggested
by CONCERT and others — in

Inaction the bane

CONCERT, so caught up
with its testing successes, did not
pay enough attention to the ques-
tion of penal action and ways and
means to prevent diversion, The
Man from Madras Musings felt. It
did point out that unless the enor-
mous price differences between
petrol and diesel and kerosene
were brought to the level of
Rs.10, Rs.7 and Rs.6, there
would be no way to stop the
greedy from indulging in adul-
teration. But since that was a po-
litical decision no party was likely
to take, "arresting the scope for
diversion" by the transporter
"with the connivance of the dealer
and retailer”, making mandatory
any buyer being given on demand
a sealed sample from any point in
the distribution chain, and "quick
and adequate penalties for adul-
teration” were recommended by
CONCERT. These appeared al-
most an afterthought.

MMM understands that the
petroleum companies had stated
at the workshop that they had in
the recent past introduced all
sorts of new sealing methods that
had made the tankers almost

was interested to hear about is
called Project Chola. It’s a
project being undertaken by the
Institute of Oriental Studies,
Pune, and it plans to duplicate
an 11th Century Chola naval ex-
pedition to “Sumatra, Java and
Malaya”. This duplication,
MMM is told, will include using
ships similar to the ones the
Cholas used and built with
Chola ship-building methods, as
well as the same navigation and
sailing techniques of yore. Head-
ing the Project, it has been an-
nounced, will be Prof. B
Arunachalam, retired Head of
the Geography Department,
University of Bombay.

What intrigues MMM about
this whole project is a question
he has asked several times in
these columns. Namely, is there
a drawing, fresco, bas relief or
sculpture anywhere in India of a
Chola ship? And the only answer
to that he has is that there is a
bas relief or two in Borobudur,
none elsewhere. Dr. Aruna-
chalam was asked this question
on the couple of occasions he
spoke in Chennai on India’s
maritime tradition, but he had
no answers to it either. In fact,

SHORT ‘N’ SNAPPY

Malaysia, where adulteration is
said to be rampant, there was said
to be an instrument that provides
the octane level almost instanta-
neously (it should be 87) — wiil
help prove adulteration conclu-
sively, what use will any of them
be, wonders MMM, for they only
confirm a fact all agree on. Ways
and means to stop adulteration
and punish the guilty rigorously,
struck MMM as a greater neces-
sity.

State-wise Diversion of SKO and Modus Operandi
Total Diversion Modus Operandi or
(%) Diversion
SL Regions Total  Assessed | Petrol Industl./ Black
Supply Diversion | Pumps Comml. Market
("O00KL/ (%) HSD/
month) MS
I. WESTERN .
1. Maharashtra 160  (20-25) | 45-50 20-30 15=20
2. Gujarat 85 (20-30) | 30-50 15-25 15-25
3. Madhya Pradesh 40 (25-30) | 50-60 5-10 20-30
Western range (Avg.) 285 (20-35)
I1. SOUTHERN
4. Andhra Pradesh 60 (20-25) | 50-65 5-10 15.25
5. Tamilnadu 70 (15-25) | 40-50 10-15 25-35
6. Kamataka 47 (15-20) | 35-45 5.15 20-40
Southern range (Avg.) 177  (15-25) | 3545  5.15 10-25
10-15 25-40
I1I. NORTHERN
7. UP. 100 (30-35) | 60-70 5-10 15-20
8. Punjab 35 (20-30) | 50-60 5-15 20-25
9. Delhi 25 (20-25) | 35-45 10-15 25-40
Northemn range (Avg.) 160 (27) 40-60 5-10 20-30
IV. EASTERN
10. West Bengal 80 (25-30) | 45-55 10-15 20-30
11. Bihar 59 (27-35) | 55-70 5-10 15-20
Easternrange (Avg.) 130  (25-35) | 50-60 5-10 20-25
For ten states and
Delhi 752 (20-30) | 40-55 7-15 20-30
All India Annual Consumption (1991-92): 10.79 million KL or
8.39 million tonnes.

feak'-proof. As for samples, there
were several authorities who
could take samples and NGOs
could provide them the necessary
information to get the samples
taken. But even if they did GC
tests, what next? What CON-
CERT needs to next do, MMM
feels, is meet with the enforce-
ment authorities, find out what
their problems are and lobby with
government for punishments that
will be harsh deterrents and not
"so petty as to trivialise the in-
fringements”. Fines greater than
the profits, cancellation of li-
cences, jail etc need to be intro-
duced. But in the end, the
thought MMM was left with,
even if you introduce all this in
the statutes, how do you get
quick action from the courts and
action that is not impeded by le-
gal quibbles?

Perhaps the only answer to
this conundrum is if organisations
like CONCERT make the masses
aware that prices of petrol, diesel
and kerosene must be made more
equal so that adulteration is not
profitable, that an increase in
price of kerosene will ensure
greater availability to the poor,
and that dealers should be
'shamed' by raiding authorities
publicising outlets where adulter-
ated fuel was found. Such aware-
ness-building among the masses,
MMM feels, will do much more
good than all the labs in the
world. But so long as the media
fill their pages and airtime with
the antics of somersaulting politi-
cos, where is the opportunity for
such awareness-building?

Chola study

Millennium project The
an From Madras Musings

most of the boat designing he
spoke about was dated post-
16th Century and referred to oral
traditions relating to current
building of traditional craft. Is
the Project planning to use the
Java model or does it have any
secret information on Chola ves-

sels? MMM wonders.
QClor VCs

With Quality Control be-
ing the buzzwords of the
time, it's time it was also practised
in the case of appointments of per-
sons to high positions, particu-
larly in such crucial fields as edu-
cation, administration, science
and technology. The Man From
Madras Musings mentions thisin
the context of several recent Vice
Chancellorial appointments in
TamilNadu which have been any-
thing butimpressive or effective.
MMM also mentions this in the
context that an appointment ofa
Vice Chancellor for the Univer-
sityof Madrasis due.

Madras University has a
hoary tradition of excellence in
the past. Even today its lustre has
not been entirely dimmed.
MMM hopes that the new selec-
tion committee will nominate
someone of excellence and that
the Chancellor will act on such a
suggestion before it is too late.
What is needed is a person of
academic excellence who can ad-
dress any fora in the world
proudly, a person of stature
whose administration will be ac-
cepted by all connected with the
University, and one who will
consider the Syndicate and Aca-
demic Council as advisory bod-
ies, not the supreme authorities.

It strikes MMM as amazing
how thousands in this country

seek an American higher education
but don't do anything to get our
educational institutions to emulate
the American formula that has led
to excellence in. a large number of
American universities. The Ameri-
can system thrives on each univer-
sity having a small Board of Gover-
nors comprising persons of excel-
lence, who are both fund-raisers as
well as 'spriritual’ guides, a Presi-
dent who plays the Board's role
daily and Deans who with their de-
partment heads plan and even raise
funds to ensure academic excel-
lence. It's time we began to exam-
ine that model, MMM feels. And
we can do that in two ways. Col-
leges that are institutions of excel-
lence as judged by a national body
could have their autonomy
enchanced and made into degree-
granting institutions. As for Univer-
sities with colleges affiliated to
them, these could be made smaller
institutions with Boards of Gover-
nors to advise them and Vice-Chan-
cellors given greater powers to en-
hance the academic quality and im-
prove management,

But this also means there will
have to be an element of quality
control when pickinga VC. MMM.
hopes that starts with the selection
now being done.

In brief

* 'Madras Musings' stories last fort-
night about the flyovers that are
going to take over the City in the
next five years have stirred up a
hornet's nest. There was His Wor-
ship the mayor saying how wonder-
ful they were going to be and grab-
bing the headlines in one newspa-
per with this prediction and there
was another newspaper asking the
public to be patient and then enjoy
the comfort the flyovers would of-
fer over the next 20 years. No an-
swers given as to what was going to
happen in this earthly paradise after
that. But why worry about the fu-
ture; a mark in the present is what
matters. And that those marks re-
ceive favourable treatment appears
to have kept the Corporation's pub-
licists busy this past fortnight, it
would seem to The Man From
Madras Musings.

* The Music Academy seems to be
spreading its artistic wings, The Man
from Madras Musings notes. From
music and dance it appears to be
moving into painting and sculpture.
Some time ago, an exhibition of
photographs and paintings of the
late Sankaracharya the Elder was
held in a little room at the rear of
the K Srinivasan Auditorium. That
room has now been converted into
an art gallery and rented out to
Vinyasa. The Vinyasa Art Gallery
recently opened with an exhibition
entitled "The Colours of Chennai'
that featured a galaxy of the City's
artists, from Anthony Das to
Nandagopal, from Redeppa Naidu
to Vasudev. It wan't the best work
of the lot, but it certainly was a feat
getting at one place something from
everyone who was anyone. But if
the gallery opened with a small
bang, was it necessary to hide a bit
more of the Academy's buildings
with a couple of signboards over its
walls that struck MMM as being a

bit out of proportion to the size of

the gallery. MMM
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Endangered parks

refer to your report ‘A threat to

four parks’ (MM, April Ist).
Urbanisation has already led to
shrinking of open spaces such as
lakes, ponds etc. The only ones that
remain are these parks and corpora-
tion playgrounds, besides college
campuses. If they are also converted
into shopping complexes and
amusement parks, I am afraid we
may have to learn to live in concrete
jungles.”

These parks, besides providing
vital green space, enable rainwater
to percolate into the soil and re-
charge the aquifer. If these open
spaces are converted into shopping
complexes, then flooding around
these areas will increase and larger
amount of rainwater will be let off
into the sea through stormwater
drains. In fact, it has been suggested
to the Corporation to ccnnect a few
stormwater drains to nearby open
spaces, such as parks and play-
grounds, as a rainwater harvesting
measure.

In this connection, [ would like
to raise a very important issue,
namely, the construction of
stormwater drains in almost every
locality of our city. It is very unfor-
tunate that an awareness regarding
the damage that stormwarer drains
do to the groundwater resource is
lacking among residents, bureau-
crats and politicians. A fear among
the general public about floods
caused by rains has been taken ad-
vantage of by those who are in
favour of the construction of these
drains, without bringing out the
importance of conserving (harvest-
ing) rainwater as groundwater in
cities like Chennai.

Madras Musings should initiate a
healthy dialogue on this important
issue of stormwater drains, which is
closely related to, and works very
much against, the cause of rainwa-
ter harvesting.

Sekhar Raghavan
D15, Bayview Apartments
Kalakshetra Colony

Besant Nagar
Chennai 600 090

Editor's Note: A article on
stormwater drains by the writer will
be published in Madras Musings
shortly.

Better name?

udos to the founders of

‘Chennai Heritage'. The for-
mation of their organisation is in-
deed a significant step towards the
preservation of our city's heritage.

I do, however, feel ‘Heritage
Chennai’ is a much, much better
name than ‘Chennai Heritage'.

B. Gautham
122, Wallajah Road
Chennai 600 002

Millennium capers?
May I bring to your kind notice

that in the article ‘Saving a
Tree' (MM, April 15th) the com-
positor has made a slight mistake in
typing DHA for KUMA giving me a
delightfully new name. But more
important is the fact that April has
started having one more day in its
calendar month (under the mast-
head)! Not a new computer virus of
the new Millennium, 1 hope.

K. Sreekumara Menon

a

2, Il Street

Ormes Road

Chennai 600 010.

Editor’s note: Sorry. We too

hope the computer will stop playing

tricks — long before the Millen-
nium.

A memorial needed

You have done a great service by
writing about Thillaiyadi Valli-
ammai, one of the earliest martyrs
of Indian freedom struggle (MM,
April 1st). Most people are unaware
that she was from South Africa, and
in 1913, when she was only 15 years
old and still in school, she joined
Gandhiji’s Satyagraha Movement
and was sent to prison. Sadly, the
prison trauma took its toll and she
died at the young age of 16 years.
Gandhiji visited her when she was
ill and later often spoke of her with
admiration. [ feel she deserves a
more fitting memorial in Tamil
Nadu. I wonder if a photo of hers is
available with anyone.

In the same issue, jaspar Utley
has pointed out that both the

L
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British General Eyre Coote and the
French General Lally, who fought
against each other in the Anglo
French war of the Carnatic were of
Irish descent and that the Iron
Duke, Wellington too, was Irish
born.

During my stay of some months
in Ireland, I found the Irish among
the most friendly people in the
world.

Dr. H.D. Singh

(Retd. Dean, Kilpauk

Medical College & Hospital)
3362-0O, AE 8th Street
Annanagar, Chennai 600 040.

Erratic power supply

During summer months, exam-
inees are put to great hardship
and mental agony by power inter-
ruption while brushing up on their
lessons.

During my recent visit to
Singapore city I did not notice any
interruption or a voltage drop, even
while the city experienced torren-
tial rain with gale force winds, thun-
der and lighting.

Can our EB do some electrifying
rethinking, even seek consultancy
from abroad if need be, to minimise
interruption.

J. Krishna Murthy

Easwari Apartments

49-A, Bharathi Nagar Main Road
Pallavaram, Chennai 600 043.

A tree to save

refer to the letter from B.

Gautham on the above subject
(MM, March 1st).

Parkia biglandulosa (not Darkia)
is an exotic, but a graceful tree that
occurs rather uncommonly in Ma-
dras. [ will rate this a graceful tree,
because in March-April it bears
flower clusters resembling a rusty-
brown badminton ball — just the
same size and texture. | have a
vague memory of having read that it
came to India from Africa. But what
L know for sure is that a related spe-
cies, Parkia africana, exists in Cen-
tral Africa and it is one of the few
species in the world pollinated by
the vegetarian bats (Microchir-
aptera). My intimacy with I’. biglan-
dulosa became substantial since one
tree (c. 50 years old) grows very close
to the Department of Botany in
Loyola College (Madras) where I
taught for more than 20 years! I
have always derived immense inspi-
ration from this tree, in spite of the
fact that [ generally dislike intro-
duced plants! What is more fasci-
nating in this instance is that on
several occasions I have seen P.
biglandulosa flowers strewn in the
classrooms of the Botany Depart-
ment, along with bat droppings,
which again went to reinforce the
wonderful relationship between
bats and this two-glanded Parkia.

I am not interested in

commenting whether it is worth-
while to cut down ‘naughty’ trees.
But we should remind ourselves
that the perception of naughtiness
varies with people.

The plant(s) referred in the let-
ter as damaging buildings and walls
should very probably be the plant-
lets of figs (aal: Ficus benghalensis;

arasu: Ficus religiosa; atthi: Ficus

glomerata). Almost all figs require a-

viable and ‘safer’ substratum to start
their growth. Interestingly, all the
species of Ficus are natives in India,
unlike the two-glanded Parkia, and
we have very strong cultural links
with almost all the species of figs.
That is why in the rain forest areas
we see them growing on other trees.
In urbanised environments, because
we have been usurping their do-
mains, have they begun to invade
‘our’ environments? I am not sure
who is to be blamed. The plants or
humans? 1 wholeheartedly agree
with Gautham that we must view
such issues dispassionately and ob-
jectively.

Since I have referred to Ficus in
this letter, I wish to use this forum
also to appeal for the conservation
of at least one extraordinary species,
Ficus krishnae. As far as I can recall,
one specimen survives (happily) in
the campus of Presidency College
(Madras), thanks to the untiring ef-
forts of the Botany lecturer, the late
Masilamani. If the WWF (Madras)
and similar natural history
organisations would take an inter-
est to inventorise the available F.
krishnae and seek to protect any ex-
isting, they would be doing a great
service to the heritage of Madras.

Anantanarayanan Raman
Land Management Team
Orange Agricultural College
The University of Sydney

PO Box 883

Orange NSW 2800, Australia.

Sensible suggestions

In MM, March 16th, the details of
the workshop conducted by the
University of Madras in collabora-
tion with the University of Water-
loo have been reported. A sugges-
tion that there should be an inde-
pendent Chennai Waterways Au-
thority has been mentioned as an
outcome of the workshop.

In article on the city waterways
written by me in 1997 in MM, | had
suggested the creation of an autono-
mous City Waterways Authority,
and had also given details of its
composition, responsibilities and
linkages.

We do not need to wait for ex-
ternal agencies for such sensible
suggestions.

P.M. Belliappa 1.A.S. (Retd)
Environment Consultant

1-A, Gee Gee Minar

23, College Road

Chennai 600 006.

Tilakar Tidal

adras Musings has been high-
lighting the need for the pres-
ervation and restoration of struc-
tures, etc., which symbolise the
heritage of the nation and the city.
Much else of the past could inspire
and elevate too.
In this context, why should such
a memorable name as Tilak Ghat be
forgotten and the meaningless
name Seerani Arangam used! Tilak
Ghat on the vast sands of the Ma-
rina had played a distinguished part
in the annals of the Freedom Move-
ment. Rajendra Prasad, Pandit
Nehru, Subhash Chandra Bose,

The young
| DO care!

@ Who says the young are not
concerned about their city? All
they need are the encourage-
L ment and the opportunity. This
girl from Sacred Heart, Church
Park, got an opportunity in
YES VIBES when her school
was chosen ‘School of the
| Week’ by this Indian Express
weekly supplement and she ex-
pressed her dreams — which
are ours too — in an emphatic
manner. If other boys and girls
are encouraged to think like
this, by being taught all about
their city and why we should
care for it, we will one day in- H
deed have a ‘Singara Chennai’.

The Editor

Rajagopalachari, Satyamurti,
Kamaraj and other eminent leaders
orated on these sands. The
Triplicane Beach prided itself in as-
suming his name ‘Tilak Ghat’ or
‘Tilakar Tidal'.

May parties and institutions use
the matchless name of ‘Tilak Ghat
or Tidal' and remind the people of
the great patriot and his sacrifices.

‘N.Rajagopalan, 1.A.S. (RTD.)
Carnatic Classicals

No.2, 24th Cross Street

Indira Nagar

Chennai 600 020.

Speedbreakers please

ill the Chennai Corporation

arrange to erect a number of
speedbreakers on EVK Sampath
Road, Vepery, to arrest the rash
driving of buses and lorries, as there
are a number of educational institu-
tions located on this road?

C.A. Reddi
57, EVK Sampath Road

Vepery
Chennai 600 007.
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A building that’s 2 metaph

or for TCS...

fifth in a series of specialised
buildings. By the end of the
year, we will be opening a simi-
lar facility at Calcutta, another
one at Noida and yet another
at Hyderabad. We will be
spending Rs. 130 crore on new
facilities this year,” Kohli said.
Ratan Tata paid a hand-
some tribute to the pioneering

Leading India into
the IT Revolution

“It’s rather a magnificent
building,” said Ratan
Tata, chairman, the Tata group
of companies, on one of his rare
visits to Chennai, this time to
inaugurate the TCS Software
Development Centre at
Sholinganallur on the old
Mahabalipuram Road.

The state-of-the-art facility,
in which over 1400 software
professionals can work in an
area of over 160,000 sq.ft. has a
four-storey high lobby which
gives a glimpse of the scale and
complexity of the building.

Frank Glynn, from SAGA,
a firm of archirects from Cali-
fornia, who designed the Cen-
tre says, “The building is a physi-
cal representation of the corpo-
rate aspirations and identity of
TCS.” With a turnover that
crossed Rs.1500 crore for

e by
S. Viswanathan

1998-99, Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS) is nearly three
times as big as the second larg-
est software company in India.
TCS, a division of Tata Sons
Ltd., has a market value that
many believe exceeds the com-
bined market capitalisation of
the two best known Tata com-
panies, Tata Steel and TELCO.
Employing around 11,000 soft-
ware professionals, TCS is ex-
pected to become a billion dol-
lar company in three years. The
sweeping vaulted curves of the
roof area are a metaphor for the
far reaching global nature of the
operations; the composed, or-
dered and distinguished north
facade relates to the solidity of
the organisation and the
strength of relationship TCS
has with its clientele; the re-
flecting pool indicates the con-
stant introspection and rethink-
ing that elevate TCS above its
competition; the large interior
spaces evidence the encapsula-
tion of the large pool of ralent
and brain-power within the
company and, finally, the dra-
matic entrance welcomes cli-
ents and employees alike into
the heart of the TCS family.
The architect had spent nearly
two years in understanding the

needs of his customer before
conceptualising a structure that
would combine aesthetics with
functionality and which he .. in
there today.

In 1994, a complete survey
of the ICS facilities in Madras
was made. At that time, TCS
was operating from five sepa-
rate locations and had a staff of
approximately 800. The plan for
the new building was formu-
lated to accommodate 1000
workstations. The idea was to
bring the entire Madras staff to
one locarion and to provide
them with unsurpassed ancil-
lary facilities like a cafeteria, a
technical library, a 250-seat au-
ditorium, a research and train-
ing centre etc.

The Sholinganallur Centre,
built in 8§ acres of land at a cost
of Rs. 40 crore, provides a vir-
tual corridor for TCS clients
spread over the globe: project
teams can log straight into cli-
ent machines in Europe, the US
and Asia Pacific any time. 1000
workstations have been pro-
vided in 20 modules of 50 work-
stations each. A powerful IBM
system installed is capable of
serving more than 1000 servers
at a time. An 8-km optical fibre
cable links a digital telephone
exchange nearby. A tall micro-
wave tower built within the pre-
mises ensures instant transmis-
sion to the VSNL terminal to
reach any part of the globe.
Captive generation facilities
produce 1950 KVA of power.

Madras TCS alone today
employs around 2600 persons at
its HP Centre and US West
Centre at T'Nagar, its CAD/
CAM Centre at Lioyd’s Road,
the corporate office at Cathe-
dral Road and the Y2K and soft-
ware factory at Ambattur. At
the YZK factory, the demand
for manpower is so large that
TCS has been retaining smaller
software firms to work on con-
tract at the TCS facility. The
demand for more
Sholinganallur type centres is
already strong!

At the inauguration, F C
Kohli, deputy chairman, TCS,
referred to efforts made to
match infrastructure with
growth. “This building is the

work done by Kohli. “How well
TCS has grown under Kohli’s
leadership! We account for 18
per cent of software exports
from India and are by far the
targest software company in In-
dia, recognised by many coun-
tries in the world for our per-
formance... As early as in the
late Sixties and early Seventies,
TCS believed in the future of
[T and India excelling in it.”
That belief was, Kohli's, he
should have added.

It did require a grat deal of
foresight and courage to enter
the software sector almost three

(Contined on Page 7)

We tried our best to get a picture of the old EROS THEATRE, the first cinema
theatre in Adyar, for our OLD this formigh, but unfortunately coudd not lay our
hands on one. Pevhaps a reader will oblige us one of these days. Meanwhile, we DID
get a picture for our OLD of what the theatre became four or five years ago: a
vather fancy kalyana mandapam in a vather fancifid Jaiproi

TH E stvle. But not only are cinema theatres not s & T H E

doing particudarly well these days, it would

OLD.,,. seem kalyana mandapams too are not N Ew
proving successes. The ‘in’ thing would

appear to be vather sleek, streamlined motorcar showrooms, like the one for our

NEW. Thisis ACT's showroom for the Mitsubishi Lancer — and it's certainly an

evecarching one. But with car sales in the doldrums, we can’t help but wonder
whether or not there's another avarar ahead for this building. (Photographs by

RAINDN CHRISTY.)

Chennai firm offers
low-cost rural phone

A mere fifty paise a call; cell-

ular phone mobility; un-
limited air time... all offered by
a one-room telephone com-
pany!! Incredible, did you say?
“But that is what we promise
with our integrated wireless lo-
cal loop access system called
IWILL — 2000", claims a
Aboobucker, Managing Direc-
tor, President Telecom of the
Hotel President group.
Chennai-based President

| Telecom has been appointed by

Comtech Wireless Inc., US, as
its sole Asian distributor for the
IWILL — 2000 system.

rural areas of developing coun-
tries. The system has found
good acceptance in other
Asian countries, like Indonesia
and the Philippines. But it is not
suitable in high telephone den-
sity areas, like metros and ur-
ban areas, as it can support a
subscriber base of only 1000
numbers. But unlike other
wireless local loop technologies,
IWILL-2000 is low-cost and a
most modern system compat-
ible with other telecom tech-
nologies that are used globally.

The system apart from pro-
viding low-cost telephone con-

Comtech Wireless is a wholly -
owned subsidiary of Comtech
Telecommunications, a For-
tune 500 company and the sev-
enth largest in the US. IWILL-
200 was invented by an Indian,
Dr Shiv Verma, President of
Comtect Wireless, who has
lived we in US for the last 30
years.

[WILL-2000, according to
Dr Shiv Verma, “is a low cost
but advanced wireless tel-
ephone system, suitable for the

¢ by
Venkatachari Jagannathan

nectivity to rural population
would also enable them to
make ISD/STD calls, and send
faxes (using the DOT back-
bone) with their handsets. The
system also has voice, data and
voice messaging capabilities,
multisite calling, digital and
analog trunk interfaces to pub-
lic switched telephone net-
works (PSTN). It also has an
advanced billing system
whereby a subscriber can pay in
advance and use the service.

Costing less than Rs. 1 crore,
IWILL can be installed in two
days, with 16 channels to han-
dle about 1000 subscribers,
within a 30 km radius. It is esti-
mated that at fifty paise a call, a
service provider can break even
in two years’ time, charging Rs.
3000 as the connection fee and
Rs. 2000 for a handset (univer-
sal platform of AMPS offering
future compatibility with IS-
136, GSM, CDMA).

President Telecom plans to
sell its rural telephone service to
only one operator in a State,
thus making the service provid-
er’s venture viable. Tamil
Nadu, it is estimated, would re-
quire about 42 exchanges to
network its rural areas.

Apart from providing tel-
ephone connections to rural ar-
eas, IWILL-2000 can be used by
closed user groups, say, by a
company to communicate with
its mobile employees. Accord-
ing to Dr Shiv Verma, Comtech
Wireless is doing research to
upgrade the current system to
handle city telephone traffic
without compromising its low-
cost advantage.
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Pedestrians:
A species
endangered

rchaeopatryx, dinosaurs,
dodos... Chennai pedestri-

ans may soon be joining them if
the transport policy in Chennai
does not change. While all over
the world there is a move to-
wards improvement of facilities
for pedestrians, and transport
policies are formulated to en-
courage walking, it is only in
India, and particularly in
Chennai that we seem to be
moving in the reverse direction.
The last few years have
been a sharp rise in the number

Al

of accidents involving pedestri-
ans — and their numbers do not
include victims of such inci-
dents of hoardings falling on
pedestrians, pedestrians falling
into open manholes, storm-wa-
ter drains and the like.

The City Planning Authori-
ties are making all efforts to ac-
commodate the ever-increasing
volume of vehicular traffic by
increasing the carriagewsy —
at the cost of pavements and
avenue trees. Most of the feot-
paths are already of inadequate
width in relation to the de-
mand of pedestrians. For in-
stance, the pavement alongside
NSC Bose Road in North
Chennai has a volume of 10,600
pedestrians per hour on one
side, while the capacity of the
available 2-metre width foot-
path, at a minimum level of
service, is 4,800/- per hour.
(Times Research Group, 1990).

The few footpaths that do
exist are frequently obstructed
by debris, broken or missing
slabs, uncovered manholes and
uneven terrain. For the disabled
and the elderly, it is all the more
difficult to walk on a pavement,
since pavements have varying
heights, often requiring the per-
son to jump off one section and
jump back to the next. A simple
solution like sloping the pave-

ments at crossroads and traffic
junctions has not been contem-
plated anywhere in the city.
This problem is made worse
by the positioning of electricity
and telephone junction boxes,
transformers and badly main-
tained garbage bins on the
pavements, making their use
virtually impossible. Similarly,
the extension of roadside shops
onto pavements and sometimes
onto the road itself, pushes pe-
destrians off the pavements.
The problems of pedestrians

own time. For several years, citi-
zens' groups have been request-
ing the Government to allow
only one central body to be in
charge of digging and covering
up roads when required for a
specific purpose. But this has
not found favour with the gov-
ernment.

A number of roads in
Chennai have been converted
into one-ways to facilitate
quicker movement of motorised
rraffic, and ‘free-entry’ has been
provided into these roads for
this purpose. However, no
thought has been given to pe-
destrians, for whom these are
death traps, as no provision to
cross the road have been pro-
vided. A prime example of this

are compounded by the taking
up of what is left of pavement
space by hoardings, arches and
cutouts that obstruct the move-
ment of pedestrians which, due
to their size, require large sup-
port-stands that force pedestri-
ans off the pavement and on to
the road. The pedestrian on the
road has to contend with an
anarchic and insensitive fleet of
private and public transport; no
wonder, then, the accident rate.

The bad condition of the
pavements is made worse by the
fondness of the Telephone,
Water Supply and the Electric-
ity Departments, to dig up the
road each in its own way, in its

Left, construction spreading on the
pavement... and piling the dirt on what's

‘store’, ‘itfalls’ and hurdles. (All photo-
graphs by RAJIND N CHRISTY.)
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is Nungambakkam High Road,
which has witnessed a number
of accidents due to this.

On some roads, pedestrian
crossings exist, but only the
courageous will attempt to
make use of them, since they
have deal with the continuous
stream of flowing traffic. Most
vehicle drivers who sight a pe-
destrian beginning to cross the
road behave like they do when
they see the green traffic light
turn amber — they speed. The
alternative provided by Gov-
ernment at some busy crossroads
is the pedestrian subway. But

these too, due to lack of main-

tenance and safety measures

Everything but the kitchen sink on this pavement moves the pedestrian onto the road.

are no longer an option for pe-
destrians concerned about their
personal safety. Instead of
strengthening the security in
the subways, government re-
quires that the subways be
closed at nights thus forcing the
walking pblic jump over the
barricades and medians to cross
the road. A perfect example of
this is Poonamallee High Road
at the Central Station junction.

quences of a policy. For exam-
ple, while deciding whether to
construct a flyover, as has been
unilaterally decided by the Cor-
poration, it is necessary to keep
in mind, and provide, for non-
motorised traffic.

The planners must consider
if it makes more sense to ask
motorised vehicle users to apply
more pressure on the accelera-
tor pedal or make a pedestrian

At this late stage in the life
of our city, some facts need to
be restated for The Planners’
and implementers’ benefit.

The prime concern for pe-
destrians is safety. Then comes
the need for an uninterrupted
clean and adequately segre-
gated surface. In order to en-
sure that these minimal con-

cabbars s REER RS
cerns are taken care of, there
must be a two separate policies
worked out — a road policy
and a transport policy. These
policies must then be synthe-
sized so that the needs and re-
quirements of pedestrians and
non-motorised transport are
provided for and safeguarded,
and that public transport gets
priority over private transport.
There must be a centralised
method of co-ordinating these
policies with citizen involve-
ment jand participation.

The primary requirement is
to arrive at policy decisions only
after in-depth discussions on all
aspects, effects and conse-

R R YR

e by Divya Murthy

or cyclist physically trudge over
the flyover! They must con-
sider the requirement for shade
along roads and direct the plan-
ing and maintenance of av-
enue trees. And all these must
be done not as an afterthought,
but at the time of inception of
the policy.

However, it is not enough to
have only good policies, for
more often than nor, it is the
lack of implementation thatis a
problem in India. One way of
ensuring implementation is to
hold a certain authority directly
accountable to the public, and
by making them liable for their
actions or inaction, as the case
may be. Proper and immediate
implementation of policies is
possible only if there is this di-
rect liability.

The work of the authorities
cannot end here — since it is
equally important that continu-
ous maintenance and monitor-
ing work is done. Regular main-
tenance will also help conserve
financial resources, since new
foreign-funded projects will not
be required.

The last resort for pedestri-
ans will probably be the Courts
in India, which have upheld the
rights of a citizen to safe and
clean pavements. If the
Chennai authorities do not ac-
tively come forward to protect
the rights of the pedestrian, we
may well see a petition in the
Courts arguing for initiation of
penal action against the au-
thorities for failing to provide
these to pedestrians. If that
fails, we will then only see the
extinction of another species —
the pedestrian. — (Courtesy:
CAG Reports)
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(Quizmaster V.V. RAMA-
NAN'’S question are from
the period April 16 to 30.
Questions 16 to 20 pertain to
Chennai.)

1. Name the Karnataka player who
scored two half-centuries and cap-
tured seven wickets while helping
his team to retain the Ranji
Trophy.

2. Business. Who is the new CEO
of the corporate giant Larsen and
Toubro?

3. Name the eminent photogra-
pher and author of such interna-
tionally acclaimed books as
Ganges and Calcutta who passed
away recently.

4. Why were Rev. Marcellin
~ Champagnat, the French founder
of the Marist Educational Order,
and lItalians Sister Agostina
Pietrantoni and Rev. Giovanni
Calbria in the news recently?

5. Mohd. Azharuddin has signed
up to be an ambassador of which
global watch brand?

6. How did American teenagers
Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris
achieve infamy?

7. Name the South African crick-
eter convicted of rape and thrown
out of the World Cup team.

8. What dubious distinction did
the recently dissolved 12th Lok
Sabha achieve?

9. Which Indian took top honours
in the Commonwealth Chess
Championship recently?

10. Where in Guwahati, Assam,
have archaeologists unearthed an
ancient city on the banks of the
Brahmaputra?

11. Which West Indian all-
rounder hung up his boots recently?

12. A British businessman has
agreed to shell out $100 million
for a week long on what?

13. Name the legendary football
player/manager of England’s 1966
World Cup winning team who
passed away recently.

14. Following the Melissa virus,
another virus named CIH plagued
computers on April 26. It is nick-
named after a terrible tragedy that
occured on April 26th. What?

15. Who was adjudged Ceat's In-

ternational Cricketer 1998-997
* * *

16. Where was the city's
modernised Traffic Control Room
inaugurated on April 26th?

17. What are the three new enclo-
sures that have been set up at the
Arignar Anna Zoological Park?

18. Which institution has bagged
the ‘Clean City Award’ of
HUDCO?

19. Where in the Metro was a ‘mil-
lennium clock’ activated on April

29th!?

20. Toliterally paint a new picture
of traffic, what two measures has
the Chennai Police undertaken?

(Answers on Page 8)

Rewarding
the violator

(Continued from Page 1)

mit violations will not be
penalised severely (like receiv-
ing demolition or even legal
notices) and only be fined for
their violations, the response to
the scheme has not been en-
couraging. The fear of being
reprimanded later is in the
minds of everyone. The
CMDA has received only 69
applications under the scheme
for regularisation till the third
week of April 1995.

A cross-section of the gen-
eral public feels that the
scheme is a fall-out of the Cen-
tral Government's successful
VDIS scheme. The comparison
is absolutely wrong, says
Bharath Jairaj, the Civic Action
Group {(CAGQG) activist. “The
VDIS scheme was strictly be-
tween the tax authorities and
the violator and it had no direct
effect over other individuals.
But the CMDA regularisation
cases will have a bearing on
every individual. For instance,
if a multi-storeyed building like
a hospital, comes up without
providing adequate space for
parking of vehicles, the ve-
hicles would be forced to park
outside the public road. Does
this not affect the free flow of
traffic? Is not free movement
on that particular public road
blocked by such parking of
cars? Does levying a penalty on
the hospital solve the problem?
Even after levying one, will it
provide the required parking
space!” wondered Jairaj.

Or, says Jairaj, “Consider the
case of your neighbour en-
croaching into your compound
and building a wall there. He

and have it legalised by paying
a small penalty. The builder is
happy because his action has
now been sanctified and the
CMDA is happy because it has
earned something from the vio-
lation. But what about you, the
real owner of the land?” The
CAG activist compares the
owner of the land to the gen-
eral public and says that it is
their rights that the CMDA is
trying to usurp and is cashing
on it. The crux of the matter is
that even after collection of
penalties, the problem remains,
leaving no tangible improve-
ment on the ground.

Another major lacuna, ac-
cording to Bharath, is that the
CMDA failed to differentiate
between ‘deviations’ and ‘vio-
lations’. For example, changes
in the positioning of cupboards,
distancing windows to suit per-
sonal preferences etc., are com-
mon in any building. These are
only ‘deviations’ and not ‘viola-
tions’, Bharath points out. But
building eight floors when only
six floors are sanctioned by the
authority is a gross violation.
Such violations should not be
equated with the deviations
mentioned earlier, the current
CMDA scheme might result in
treating the two on equal terms,
Bharath cautions.

Bharath feels only honest
persons who have deviated from
sanctioned plans will make vol-
untary disclosures, preferring a
small penalty to a guilty conse-
quence. But wilful violators
would never confess for they
know fully well that the law
does not empower the authori-
ties to demolish structures vio-
lating the rules, says a senior
lawyer, “If a bmldmg v1olat10n

can easxly apply to the CMDA

::‘:Nadu between 1995 and 1998

O 795 transplants
' m four years

‘ piants in all have been done’ (upto 1998) since the ﬁrst ones. whxch' ,
were: ktdney, 1954, Boston; pancreas, 1966, Mnneapohs, hver, 1967,
 Pittsburgh; heart, 1967, Cape Town; lung, 1983, Toronto. .~

As against this, the following transplants have been done m Ta:ml.'

o ;- Hospxtal

| . ',Apol!o Hospttal

stands Govemment has

strict compliance with sanc-

lines in Mumbai: severing power
connections to unauthornsed
structures

- CMDA had recommended
this penalty to Government as
early as 1989. Whereupon the
Government through an execu-
tive order in 1993, instructed

power supply to structures in
violation of sanctions. But the

stay and, finally, the court struck
down the government instruc-

der came in the form of an “ex-
ecutive instruction” and not
through a “properly passed Ieg15—
lation”.

Government has been more

drive through legislation so that

,' dlsconnect electric supply is also'

1Madras Musmgs under'

x hkely to be attempted through a
dec:ded on giving the CMDA the
go-ahead to act tough once this
regularisation drive is over, Sev- -
eral changes in the statute books -
are being contemplated to ensure -

'Electncﬂy Regulatton Act (a'
Central Act that applies to all
- States in the ‘country). The

‘ernment ratification and presi-
tioned plans in letter and spirit.

One of them is action along the
~ eventually become an Act and

structions in the: city. Govern-

v demolmon if the vxolators fail to
the TNEB to dxsconnect the'

violators obtained an interim

lated by the CMDA for those

tion on the grounds that the or-

_ spec:al ora mu!tlostoreyed build-
-ingin the Corporation area. ‘The

cautious this time. It has intro-
duced the recent regularisation
many feel Only tlme will tell
it cannot be struck down by the -
courts, Likewise, the power to

amendment awaxts Central Gov—‘

dential assent. The CMDA is of
the view the amendment would

come into force ina year’s time.
Meanwhde, 6,700 demoli-

tion notices had. been served to

owners of unauthomsed con-

ment says it will go ahead with

regulanse their constructions by
paymg the st1pulated fines in
time.

Hefty fines have been stipu-

violating bulldmg sanctions. The
fines could be as hxgh as
Rs.2, 500 per square metre for a

rates are less in panchayat—cona

trolled areas. ,
The heavier fines could boof

merang on the scheme itself,

KS

is not acted on by serving a no-
tice within three years of its
construction, the authorities
automatically lose their right to
demolish the structure on the
grounds ¢f such violation. They
can at best only legitimise it by
levying some penalty. And that
the violators welcomes.

As for the penalties col-
lected, will the CMDA use it to
rectify or lessen the conse-
quences of the violation? For
instance, in the cited example,
would the penalty collected
from the hospital be used to pur-
chase land nearby for parking
facilities? And if that is not pos-
sible, would the Authority in-
sist on the hospital vacating
some of its rooms/halls in the
ground floor/basement so that
a parking bay may be con-
structed with the imposed pen-
aley? If either of these is not
done, there is no real use levy-
ing fines, Bharath feels.

In effect, the regularisation
scheme is nothing but a reward
for breaking the rules. The
scheme sets a bad precedent of
legitimising a violator's actions.
The result could well be that
genuine builders would be
tempted to violate building
rules, anticipating another
regularisation drive which,
many feel, will be just a couple
of years hence.

K. Sridhar

Takmg

a look at
Pulicat

(Continued from Page 1)

of the outer wall and the Dutch
cemetery remain, protected by
the Archaeological Survey of
India. There is also an older
Dutch cemetery by a church
which might have beginnings
centuries old. And the Pulicat
town plan remains much as it
was in Dutch days, with several
ancient temples and mosques in
and around it. Perhaps the most
interesting feature of Pulicat is
the architecture of its small
homes, all built after Dutch
times but showing signs of the
Dutch influence.

A starting point for
INTACH was the 17th Cen-
tury map published with this re-
port and the sketch of
Castle Geldria developed from
records. Both arrived with
the Dutch engineer and
stirred INTACH's imagination.
INTACH's model study will re-
port on what remains in Pulicat,
how it can be restored, and how
Pulicat's citizens can display the
heritage of their town and its
environs to visitors. The study is
likely to be ready around Au-
gust, according to INTACH.

NEXT FORTNIGHT: The final instalment of the series on the Sruti
seminars on the transformation from devadasi to Bharata Natyam
dancer will be published next fortnight.
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Tamil folklore in

documentin

(By A Special Correspondent)

he Folklore Resources and

Research Centre, Palayam-
kottai — associated with St.
Xavier's College — has done
much to document the folklore
tradition of Tamil Nadu and
even help preserve some of the
tolk forms. The Centre, since
its founding in 1987, has been
developing projects and activi-
ties which bring out riches of
Tamil folk culture through field
study and theoretical research.

Its findings are published in
books (in Tamil) and in South
Indian Folklorist (in English), a
biannual journal. FRRC also
publishes a newsletter about its
activities. Its masthead is pub-
lished in Column 3.

The FRRC ‘archives’ has a
sizeable body of folklore mate-
rial in audio and video cassettes,
photographs, slides, paper
manuscripts and palm leaf
manuscripts. Its library holds
over 8,000 books and 29 re-
search journals.

The Centre promotes folk
arts by reviving and modernis-
ing the ancient performing arts.
To promote folk art forms, it or-
ganises training for interested
persons in various folk arts. It
supports traditional artists
through a service desk. Now it
facilitates the folk artists to avail
themselves of benefit schemes
announced by Government
and other agencies.

FRRC’s forthcoming work-
shops / seminars include the fol-
lowing: Dalit Story Telling
(May 17 to 22}, Tamil Perform-
ing Arts (September), Folk
Aesthetics (October) and Fes-
tival of Tamiraparani (January,
2000)

The FRRC field trips in
1998-99 for video and photo
documentation included the
following: River Tamiraparani
(River valley culture); Folk
medicine conference (Kutt-
ralam); Folk deities (Trichy,
Vaalparai, Tuticorin and Tiru-
nelveli); Folk craft (Samadha-
napuram, Tirunelveli); Pongal
(Eathamozhi, K.K. District);
Bullock cart race (Puthiam-
puthoor); Thookam festival
(Pathrakali Kovil-Kollangode,
K.K. District); Kurathikkali
(Aathikesava Perumal Kovil,
Thiruvattar, K.K. District); and
Anuman Thoothu Nadagam
— Nallan Pillaipetral —
(Villupuram).

During 1998, FRRC organ-
ised several training pro-
grammes for the students of St.
Xavier's College to help them
learn and appreciate at least one
folk art of Tamil Nadu, like
paraiyattam, kolattam and
silambattam. Such exposure

helped in the formation of an
SXC folk arts troupe. This
troupe has performed in several
villages and institutions in the
Tirunelveli District.

During its workshops on
‘Ethnicity and Identity’ and the
conference on ‘Folk Deities of
Tamil Nadu' held in 1998-
1999, both the SXC folk arts
troupe and several traditional
folk artists performed kaniyaan
koothu, karagattam, naiyandi
melam, brindavan kummi,
samiyattam, iraniyan natakam,
silambattam, thevarattam and
oyilattam.

A major production of the
folk arts unit of FRRC in 1998-
1999 was a two-hour long spec-
tacular involving ten folk arts
on the story of St. Xavier’s Col-
lege. The three-month long
preparation brought a lot of un-
derstanding between theatre
and folk artists.

The FRRC theatre troupe
was formed with the initial help
of Dr. M. Ramasamy, Tamil
University, Thanjavur and Ms.
Arouna who directed the play
‘Nagamandalam’, which ex-
posed students and the public
in the southern districts to a
new way of doing theatre and
even to new ways of thinking.
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ALIBRARY
IN A TANK

he temples of Thanjavur

always boasted of libraries
of palm leaf manuscripts. Kings
who were scholars organised li-
braries in their palaces. Wealthy
and eminent individuals also
started collecting books and al-
lowed their friends to use these
private libraries. One such pri-
vate library is the Mavur Tank
Library, in the village of Mavur,
about 12 KM from Tiruvarur on
the Tiruvarur - Tiruthurai-
poondi Road.

It is doubtful whether there
is any other library of this kind
in India, even in the world, for
it is situated in the centre of a
big water tank. The raised edges
of the tank are lived with trees
making the place coller still.
Arch-type staircases on two
sides of the banks lead to the li-
brary which has two floors. The
ground floor has been designed
in such a way that people can
sit and read comfortably in a
cool atmosphere. The books are
stored on the first floor. An idea
.. this is usually associated with
a king or a prince who has
wealth to spend so lavishly. But
in fact it was established leaf a
person who rose from rags to
riches.

Mavur R R Sarma, whose
original name was Srinivasan,
lost his parents when he was a
boy. During his school days he
was attracted towards the free-

dom movement and lost inter-
est in education. He moved to
Calcuatta and joined Bengalie
journal as a proof reader and
them became a sub-editor. He
later went to London and wrote
about the Montague reforms in
The Times. Subsequently he
became the General Manager
of the Garden Reach Jute Mills.
When he decided to settle in
Tiruvarur in 1924, he refash-
ioned his house in British style.
Sarma wanted to do some social
service for his own people and
purchased a whole village,
which he called Mavur. There
he established his library.

A loss in as election made
him leave his home town for
Calcutta again. He gave his
property to his servants and of-
fered the books free to the
Tiruvarur Government Arts
College. But the college se-
lected only about 100 books
(one of which was a rare set of
Nelson’s Encyclopaedia) and
returned a tractor-load of books.
Several rare old books were de-
stroyed and knowledge lost for
ever. It is unfortunate that this
library continues to be ne-
glected. It is hoped that the
Government of Tamil Nadu
will step in and preserve this
heritage. — (Courtesy MALA
newsletter) :

— T. Padmanabhan

Leading

(Continued from Page 4)

decades ago. Kohli had these
in abundant measure. S Maha-
lingam, executive vice presi-
dent in charge of the Chennai
operations, who joined the
company at early stages, re-
called: “In the Seventies, we
were not even part of a compu-
ter company. The scope for ap-
plication was so limited! The
challenge lay in starting the op-
erations here, but playing the
game internationally; to bring
technology to India, use it and
then export. We brought in
mainframe computers, the lat-
est of those times and, through
the export route, trained the
manpower and used their skills
overseas.”

Kohli, considered the
Bhishma Pitamaha of the com-
puter saga, provided a glimpse of
those exciting, formative years:
“We made our first export in
1974. The technology was
new, even in the West. Our first
job for Burroughts was done
from India. It was found to be
quite effective.”

Mahalingam referred to the
qualitative and quantitative ex-
pansion witnessed in the Eight-
ies. There was increasing
realisation that there was no

India into the IT revolution

way out of IT.... “Our major dif-
ficulties at that point of time re-
lated to poor communication
facilities, which hindered effec-
tive development of software.
We could work on small sys-
tems, but not interconnected.

“The software industry ben-
efited enormously by the im-
provements in telecommunica-
tions and the availability, in
large numbers, of educated
manpower,” said Mahalingam.

The Y2K factory is specially
equipped to offer Y2K soluvions
to clients across the globe. The
factory serves more than 50 cus-
tomers through 1000 worksta-
tions operating in two shifts.

Y2K accounts for around 15
per cent of TCS total business.
TCS is estimated to have
earned around $1000 million
on the YZK business.

The Ambattur facility also
provides offsite development
centres (ODC) for some of its
large, regular, overseas clients.
In these ODCs, a lot of comput-
ing work is handled for dedi-
cated clients. With the relation-
ship built by TCS with several
of these over the years, custom
for such ODCs has been ex-
panding.

Kohli’s genius was called
into full play when Tata

Burroughs was formed as a sepa-
rate company skimming the
cream of business TCS was do-
ing for Burroughs. S Ramadorai
(presently CEO of the com-
pany), opened the first US of-
fice of TCS and the company
built on the work it had done
earlier for several American
corporations and institutions:
“Openness to new ideas and
commitment to continuous
learning and to satisfy the needs
of clients globally have been the
major planks of TCS,” said
Ramadorai, who joined TCS in
the early Seventies.

TCS’s activities are spread
over India with different cen-
tres specialising in specific ar-
eas. Research, development
and design are at Pune,
Mumbai focusses on Tandem
Systems, Bangalore on Micro-
soft platforms and mainframes,
Chennai is the major IBM cen-
tre and has built a lot of exper-
tise on insurance and Y2K,
New Delhi works on banking
and medical systems, Calcutta
concentrates on digital-based
systems and Hyderabad has
been specialising in advanced
systems integration.

The entire software for Tata

Telecom was developed by
TCS. The considerable exper-

tise gained in working on soft-
ware solutions for clients across
the globe, like SEGA for clear-
ance and settlement for banks
in Switzerland, and dozens of
securities and insurance com-
panies across the globe, has had
its fallout in India. For a num-
ber of years, TCS has been pro-
viding software solutions for
Central and state governments
and local bodies.

Kohli estimates the value of
software produced in the coun-
try last year at around $3 billion
of which around $2 billion was
exported: “We also spent ar-
ound $500 million on importing
software. India accounted for
less than 0.5 per cent of world
software market estimated
around $6000 billion. Sadly, we
used only a small portion.

“India could not participate
in the industrial revolution and
in the subsequent manufactur-
ing revolution. “We have
plenty of high quality minds.
We should participate in the [T
revolution and, for the first time
in our history, we have the op-
portunity to play as equals, even
to assume leadership roles. If we
fail, the future will not pardon
us.” The passion of the 75 year
young Kohli is among the big-
gest promises for India making
up for the time lost. — (Cour-
tesy: Industrial Economist.)
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IOBians
spring a

surprise

he winner of the

Palayampatti Shield for the
TNCA First Division league
this year was decided only in a
playoff match that was con-
tested by last year’s winners,
Vijay CC, and Indian Overseas
Bank. The Bank sprang a sur-
prise by defeating Vijay CC
convincingly, after posting an
impressive 298 in their allotted
95 overs.

Vijay CC, which a week ear-
lier had won The Hindu Trophy
for the fifth year in succession,
has been in the forefront of
Chennai cricket for some years
now. Led by former India,
Tamil Nadu and Goa opener V
B Chandrasekhar, the team has
quite a few star players. The
most famous of them, Rahul
Dravid, is unfortunately not
available to the team most of
the time, thanks to his interna-
tional engagements.

The Vijay CC batting
seemed to have gone on vaca-
tion this season and that is
probably why it struggled to
maintain an appreciable lead in
the race for the championship.
In fact, but for a loophole in the

rules, which allowed Globe
Trotters to bowl overs short in
its league match against 1OB,
the title might have been won
at the end of that match by the
Bank. A spirited 186 not out by
Andhra batsman Amit Pathak,
took IOB within three runs of
their first innings target of 362.
Pathak scored over 400 runs in
the league season for IOB.
Nagini Kumar and Shankar
were the other batsmen to do
well.

S Sharath, who has probably
played his last match for the
Bank, was its outstanding bats-
man of the season, crossing the
1,000-run mark. In fact, he
started with a flurry of hundreds,
raising visions of a phenomenal
season ahead, but things did
not quite pan out as antici-
pated. It was perhaps a case of
peaking too soon, but Sharath
was also frequently guilty of be-
coming overcautious in search
of big scores in first class
matches. While such an ap-
proach might have harmed his
personal prospects, it evidently
served [OB's cause well, taking
it to its first Palayampatti title in

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

1. Vijay Bharadwaj; 2. A.M.
Naik; 3. Raghubir Singh; 4. They
were cannonised by the Roman
Catholic Church; 5. Tisscor; 6.
They went on a shooting spree in
their school in Littleton, near Den-
ver, killing at least 16 people; 7.
Makhaya Ntini; 8. Shortest term of
only 412 days; 9. Atanu Lahiri; 10.
Ambari; 11. Carl Hooper; 12. On
the Mir Space station; 13. Sir Alf

Ramsey; 14. Chernobyl; 15. Jacques
Kallis.

#® * *

16. Vepery; 17. The otter house,
amphibian house and squirrel en-
closures; 18. The Chennai Corpo-
ration; 19. Near Anna Statue on
Anna Salai; 20. Painting messages
to motorists and marking accident
spots.

15 years. Sharath, it is reliably
learnt, is joining India Cements,
the sponsors of Vijay CC, before
the next season commences.

“It was a team effort,” said
that IOB manager, PP Swathy,
predictably. A former captain of
Vivekananda College and
TNCA Colts, Swathy has been
a fierce champion of 10B’s
cricket for many years and it
must have given him great sat-
isfaction when his not-so-star-
studded team managed to pre-
vail over more fancied opposi-
tion.

The captain of the team,
Ananthapadmanabhan, is a
classy leg spinner who has
played for India ‘A’. He is an
experienced cricketer whose
batting has blossomed in recent
seasons, giving him all-rounder
status in first class cricket. By all
accounts, he is an unassuming,
soft-spoken captain, who usu-
ally gets his way from his mates.
In the playoff, in what seemed a
calculated move to upset the
rhythm of freestroking ‘VB’ and
‘Sweety' Suresh, he opened the
bowling. The ploy apparently
worked and Vijay CC never re-
covered from the loss of early
wickets.

Left-arm spinner Sree
Kumar Nair of Kerala was the
outstanding bowler for 10B,
taking 55 wickets in the 11-
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match season. He did the star
turn in the match against Jolly
Rovers by picking up 13 wick-
ets and surprising the home
team on an underprepared IIT-
Chemplast wicket. This was the
turning point of the season. Be-
fore the match, IOB had been
nowhere in the picture in the
hunt for the league champion-
ship. A bowler of commendable
control, Nair has spinning abil-
ity as well, but has recently ac-
quired a tendency to push the
ball through in an effort to con-
tain rather than attack. He has
a natural arc, which makes him
such a good spinner. Selective
listening to well-meant advice
from all and sundry is what saves
talented young players, and un-
less Sree Kumar Nair learns to
master that art, he will become
yet another trundler.

Tamil Nadu off spinner P
Subbiah is another bowler who
did well for IOB with a bag of
43 wickets in the season. A very
accurate bowler, Subbiah gives
the impression of being a restric-
tive rather than a match-win-
ning bowler. Here is another
bowler who will improve by
giving the ball more air.

Of the men behind the
scenes responsible for [OB’s
good showing, pride of place
goes to the Bank’s Chairman,
K Subrahmanyam, who since

ision Leage title, the Indian Overseas Bank. In the picture, standing (I-r) are:
M. Shanmugam, P. Subbiah, S. Shankar, K. Saravanan, V. Sivaprasad, R. Balasubramanian, Sreekumar Nair,
V. Naginikimar, P. Rajesh Kannan, V. Sridhar. Seated (I-r) are: Amit Pathak, S. Shavath, P. Swathy (Cricket Manager),
K. Subramanian (Chairman & MD  —  Indian Overseas Bank), K.N. Ananthapadmanabhan (Captain), B. Venkatesh,

S. Sivakumar.

assuming office a few years ago,
has been a great source of en-
couragement not only to the
cricket team but also of other
sports like volleyball and basket-
ball. He authorised fresh re-
cruitment of sportsmen during
this period and took a very ac-
tive interest in the team’s for-
tunes, often visiting the
grounds to watch matches. Un-
derstandably, the cricket team
has performed creditably during

this period, finishing in the first -

four in the league during the last
four seasons.

Critics of corporate support-
ers of cricket in the city are
quick to pounce on this oppor-
tunity. According to them, they
pamper their stars and look
what happens, a team of rela-
tively underpaid bank players
turns the tables on these fancy
outfits, without even the ad-
vantage of 2 home ground. Ac-
cording to these critics, the mal-
aise of the State’s cricket can be
attributed to the high wages
paid to cricketers and the de-
mise of so-called club loyalty. I,
for one, do not subscribe to such
an extreme view, or such a
ready answer to a complex prob-
lem. But while I heartily con-
gratulate the deserving winners
OB, 1 do not see any impend-
ing collapse of company teams.

V. Ramnarayan
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